
    

    FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH 
Halstead, Kansas 
December 17, 2017 

 

Advent Focus Statement  
Rejoicing in God’s comfort, we catch God’s vision of shalom.   

We choose to join the Spirit that is already at work restoring creation. 
 

 
Gathering Music Kent Dick 
 Once in Royal David’s City – Smith 
 Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying - Walther                     
 

Welcome and Announcements  Arnita Haury 
 

Call to Worship  Wisdom and Wonder Drama 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  Arnita Haury 
 

Centering Music    Kent Dick 
 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                      
 

Praise Music 
 *My Soul Proclaims with Wonder – HWB #181 
   Joy to the World – HWB #318 
   Boundless Love - Projected 
 

Children’s Story                  The Woodworker Debbie Nightingale 
 

Offering and Offertory  Western District Conference 
 Break Forth, O Beauteous, Heavenly Light- Thygerson 
 

Prayer of Praise and Concern Pastor Steve 

 

Scripture Song 
 My Soul is Filled with Joy - Projected 
 

Scripture Reading  Pastor Steve  
 Luke 1:46-55; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (pg. 1589, 1157) 
 

Message Pastor Steve 
 Let it Be Whole  
 

 
 

Confession 
O God of peace, your justice wells up like a spring, bringing dreams, 
laughter, and wholeness to the world. We confess we so often stifle 
your Spirit. We are afraid to claim that you anointed us to carry your 
upside-down vision into our broken world, where the lowly are 
trampled upon, the hungry go away empty, the rich increase in 
power and might. We confess we lack the courage to build up and 
repair what we have broken, imprisoned, and oppressed. Forgive us 
when we do not catch your vision. Lead us beyond our fears, and 
guide us on the path to peace. 
 

*Response Song 
 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout - Projected         
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude  Kent Dick 
 Angels We Have Heard on High - Page 
  

 
*Asterisk indicates to stand as you are able. 

Visitors, please complete a Visitor Information Card 
from the pew pocket and place in the offering plate. 

 
CALENDAR 
 

Dec. 17 12:00 pm Carry-in Meal & Goodie Packing 
Dec. 20 6:00 pm Zumba 
 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 
   Kids Program Practice 
 7:00 pm Choir 
Dec. 24 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Cantata 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The rose at the front is to celebrate the 93rd birthday of Evelyn 
Regier on December 23.  Happy birthday Evelyn! 
The Hospitality Ministry invites you to join us for a carry-in meal 
following worship today. Following the meal, we will be packing 
Christmas tins for Neighbors Store families and our shut-ins.  
Thank you to all for your attendance and generosity at our Waffle 
Breakfast December 3.  We cleared $450 to help people in our 
community with utility bills.    -New Covenant Class 



    
Thank you to those who helped with leaf raking last Saturday!   We 
had 17 people rake leaves in 9 yards. It was a good day of work and 
fellowship together. Special thanks to Shaun & Dale Ortman and 
David, Jesse & Chuck Mueller for the use of their grain trucks, which 
we filled both with leaves twice.   
All are invited to the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve program where the 
choir will be presenting the cantata "God with Us".  It should be a 
great musical experience for all.  We also want to let everyone know 
ahead of time that there will be a time at the beginning of the service 
for anyone to present a volunteer number if they have something 
they have prepared.   
Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus is celebrating its 50th year of 
singing to support development and relief around the world.  Join us 
for the 2018 season!  A poster with registrations is in the hallway.  
For more details, visit with Chuck or Dwight Mueller. 
 
 

PASTOR: Steve Wilcox 
www.firstmennonitehalstead.org       

Office Phone: 316-835-2282 
Cell Phone: 316-322-5651 

Office Hours: Tues. 9-2 & Thurs. 8-11, 12-3   
        

 WELCOMERS TODAY  Joyce Franz 
 ORGANIST/PIANIST Kent Dick 
 NURSERY TODAY  Shirley Rodenberg & Shaun Ortman  
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 90 
 OFFERING LAST SUNDAY 
  Church Budget (designated) $6,898.95 
  Neighbors 50.00 
  MCC Christmas Tree 75.00 
  Leaf Raking 25.00 
 OFFERING NEXT SUNDAY Mutual Aid Fund 
 WELCOMERS NEXT SUNDAY  Phil & Linda Aylward 
 NURSERY NEXT SUNDAY   Sara Smoker & Leah Kawanguzi 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Church Secretary Notes: The deadline for the January newsletter is 
Dec. 26.  Don’t forget to begin working on your annual reports, which 
are due Jan. 11.  Thanks! 
Kauffman Museum at Bethel College is open regular hours through 
the holidays: Tues.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Sat.-Sun., 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
(closed Monday). Visit “Voices of Conscience: Peace Witness in the 
Great War,” extended through Jan. 21, 2018, and the newest special 
exhibit, “Chisholm Trail: Driving the American West,” opening Dec. 
19, through April 1, 2018, as well as the permanent exhibits “Of Land 
and People” and “Mennonite Immigrant Furniture.”  
Year of Evangelism Kick Off:  Anabaptist Witness has a host of great 
workshop leaders who will offer practical ideas to take home to your 
church and neighborhood.  Here are just a few:  James Krabill, Joe 
Sawatzky, Brad Roth, Byron Pellecer, Kathy Neufeld Dunn, and 
keynote speakers Heidi Roland Unruh and Marvin Lorenzana.  Learn 
more and register at:  http://mennowdc.org/year-of-evangelism/.The 
church council is encouraging anyone interested to attend.  Please 
talk to Gregg Dick if you plan to attend.  Registration costs will be 
paid for by the church.  

 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Pray for Rachel Lohrenz who is recovering from a fall this week. 
Pray that God would bring healing and comfort to Rachel and wisdom 
to the doctors who are trying to discern what happened. 

 Prayer has been requested for Cody Dyck. Pray that God would 
draw near to Cody, open his eyes and his heart that he might see God 
more clearly.  Pray for wisdom and discernment in Cody’s decision 
making.   

 Western District Conference: As we anticipate the giving of 
Christmas gifts, let us thank God for the many different multicultural 
expressions and gifts in WDC congregations.  

 Mennonite Mission Network: Mennonite Mission Network’s Youth 
Venture program invites teens and young adults (ages 16-22) to 
participate in a short-term learning and service experience during the 
summer of 2018. Pray for open hearts in those whom God is calling to 
Benin, Ecuador, Japan, Peru or Spain. 
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