
    

     FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH 
Halstead, Kansas 

August 26, 2018 
 

 
Gathering Music Lauren Mueller 
 How Great is Our God 
 

Welcome and Announcements David Mueller 
 

Centering Music Lauren Mueller 
 Here I am to Worship 
 August Birthday Offering  
 

Call to Worship  
L:  Whom do you seek here in this place? 
P:  We seek God, the Creator, who brought us to life. 
L:  Who has told you of God? 
P:  Jesus Christ, God’s Son, has shown us the love of God through his 

life. 
L:  Discipleship is difficult. Are you ready? 
P:  We want to be ready. Lord, strengthen and sustain us this day. 

AMEN.  

 
*Praise Songs 
 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus – TB #330 
 Lord I Need You – Projected 
 My God - Projected  
 

Offering and Offertory College Scholarship 
 What a Friend we have in Jesus 
 

Children’s Story 
 

Prayer of Praise and Concern Pastor Steve 

 

Praise Song 
 I Have Decided to Follow Jesus - Projected 
 

Scripture  
 Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18 (pg. 368) 
  

 
 

Message                      Pastor Steve 
 A Vision, a Hope, a Challenge, a Declaration 
 

*Closing Song 
 O Jesus, I have Promised – HWB #447  
 

*Benediction  
 

*Postlude  Lauren Mueller 
 Go my Children, with my Blessing 
 
   

*Asterisk indicates to stand as you are able. 
Visitors, please complete a Visitor Information Card 
from the pew pocket and place in the offering plate. 

 
 
CALENDAR 
 

Aug. 27 12:00 pm Newsletter Deadline 
 6:00 pm Mission & Nurture Meetings 
 7:00 pm Church Council 
Aug. 29 6:00 pm Teacher Supper & Work Night 
 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting is canceled  
Aug. 30 9:30 am Mom’s Group   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Secretary Note: The deadline for the September newsletter is 

Monday, August 27, at noon.  Brochures for “Life Enrichment” at 

Bethel College are on the literature table. 

All children’s Sunday school teachers who have volunteered to teach 

or help for the next year are invited to a supper and work night on 

Wednesday, August 29 beginning at 6:00 pm.  A light supper will be 

provided for you.  Following the meal we will have 

devotion/discussion/prayer and time to complete your volunteer 

forms.  After that, you are free to prepare your room and coordinate 

with the teachers for the year.  

Kids Club begins on September 5 from 5-6 pm.  Invite children (ages 

3 years to 6th grade) you know to attend.  The theme is Game On.  

Talk with Kaitlen or Melanie if you have questions.   



    
Thank you:  The family of Amanda Nightingale would like to thank 

you for your prayers, cards, calls and food given to us last week 

following the death of Amanda.  We appreciate it very much!   

Mark your calendars for September 12 at 6 pm!  We will begin our 

Wednesday fellowship meals and adult Bible study that evening.  We 

will have a speaker, Rosie Epp, speak on her experiences at the 

border and immigration for our first session.   

Newton Et Cetera Shop is hiring an evening clerk & housewares 

manager for 30-40 hours/week. In cooperation with the larger 

management team, this person receives and processes donations; 

trains and supervises volunteers; prepares volunteer projects and 

work spaces; helps manage the sales floor; and participates in regular 

system evaluation and store planning. We're also hiring a clothing 

sorter & receiver for 12-16 hours/week. Both full job descriptions 

and applications are available at the store (619 N. Main in Newton), 

via e-mail at generalmanager@newtonetceterashop.com, or at 

newtonetceterashop.com. Applications are due Monday, September 

10, 2018, and can be submitted in person to the general manager or 

by e-mail. Newton Et Cetera Shop is an equal opportunity employer, 

committed to employment equity. Newton Et Cetera Shop values 

diversity and encourages all qualified candidates to apply. 

 

 

PASTOR: Steve Wilcox 
www.firstmennonitehalstead.org       

Office Phone: 316-835-2282 
Cell Phone: 316-322-5651 

Office Hours: Tues. 9-2 & Thurs. 8-11, 12-3   
        

 WELCOMERS TODAY  Dale & Dorothy Dick 
 ORGANIST/PIANIST Lauren Mueller/Ruth Mueller
 NURSERY TODAY  Sara Smoker & Debbie Nightingale 
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 88 
 OFFERING LAST SUNDAY  
  Western District Conference (designated) $1,116.00 
  Church Budget 765.00 
  Scholarship Fund 75.00 
  Care Portal 120.00 
  Amanda Nightingale Memorial 25.00 
 OFFERING NEXT SUNDAY MC USA     
 WELCOMERS NEXT SUNDAY  Bill & Anna Lee Ewert  
 NURSERY NEXT SUNDAY  Leah Kawanguzi & LuAnn Laswell  

 

 

 

mailto:generalmanager@newtonetceterashop.com
http://newtonetceterashop.com/


    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bethel College: Today (Sun., Aug. 26) – Grand opening (open house 

and reception) of special exhibit “Better Choose Me: Collecting and 

Creating with Tobacco Fabric Novelties, 1880-1920,” featuring the 

collection of the late Ethel Ewert Abrahams, 1:30-4:30 p.m., 

Kauffman Museum.  Sat., Sept. 1 – Kauffman Museum First-Saturday 

Bird Walk.  Meet at 7 a.m. in the museum parking lot, corner of Main 

and 27th streets, North Newton – experienced birders will lead a 

walk of 1 to 1.5 hours.  

Area singers are invited to join a mass choir for Hesston College’s 

Masterworks concert Saturday, Sept. 22. The concert, entitled “Grant 

Us Peace,” will be a performance of Vaughan William’s “Dona Nobis 

Pacem” in celebration of the International Day of Peace. The 

rehearsal schedule can be found at hesston.edu/peace. Choir 

members are requested to make a $20 donation if possible to help 

cover the cost of music. Contact russell.adrian or 620-327-8143 to 

join the choir or for questions. 

The annual MCC Flatlander Bike Ride will be Saturday, September 

15, originating at the MCC offices, 121 East 30th, North Newton.  Our 

church will host a SAG (water and snacks) stop.  Cookies, fruit and 

water will be handed out to the riders.  Please see the sign-up sheets 

on the bulletin board to volunteer time and provide food.  Brochures 

are on the literature table with more information or register online at 

mcc.org.  To contribute, send checks to MCC and designate 

Flatlander Bike Ride; MCC, PO Box 235, North Newton, KS  67117.   

Our church will be hosting a Cost of Poverty Experience (COPE) on 

September 22, from 9:30-11:30 am. Jocelyn Busick from Care Portal 

will be facilitating the experience. This is a great opportunity for you 

to experience many of the struggles people living in poverty face on a 

day-to-day basis. If you would like to participate, please see the sign-

up sheet in the hallway. If you have already participated in a poverty 

simulation and can volunteer your time for others to have this 

experience, sign up on the sheet as well. Volunteers should arrive at 

8:30. Lunch will be provided afterwards. Invite community members! 

We have room for 80 participants.  
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MennoGrass 2018: Come join us at the Tabor Mennonite Church 

Park (891 N. Chisholm Trail, Newton KS 67114) on August 26 for a fun 

evening full of food, fellowship and great music. There is no cost for 

the event, but please bring lawn chairs if you have them. Supper will 

be served beginning at 5:30 pm and music will be from 6-8 pm.  

The slides and cable climber for the Whale playground at Camp 

Mennoscah are here!  We will be looking for volunteers to help add 

the play components as soon as work dates are set.  The Whale will 

be dedicated on September 23 at 5pm as part of our annual meeting 

and Work & Play Camp.  You are invited!  Woo-hoo!  

Be Brave, Be Bold, Be You!  Women & Girls Retreat 2018 - The 

schedule and registration forms for the 2018 Women & Girls Retreat, 

September 7-9 at Camp Mennoscah, are now available on the 

literature table.  Registration forms are due August 27. 

Mental Health Spiritual Retreat at Camp Mennoscah, Sept. 2-3!  This 

retreat is for individuals affected by mental illness, including family 

members and friends.  Come support each other, have fun and enjoy 

being at camp.  Register online at campmennoscah.org or call us at 

620-297-3290 for a brochure. 

Work & Play Camp at Camp Mennoscah!  Everyone is invited to join 

us September 21-25 (or any part of those days) as we work on fun 

projects and spend time building up camp and our community of 

faithful volunteers.  No fee required, donations welcome!  Register 

online at campmennoscah.org or call us at 620-297-3290. 

 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Continue to keep the Nightingale family in your prayers as they 

grieve the loss of Amanda.  She passed away August 16.   

 Western District Conference: Pray for the WDC Church Planting 

Commission as they meet this week to support church plants and 

encourage partnerships between existing and emerging 

congregations.   

 Mennonite Mission Network: Paul and Serena Manickam of 

Mennonite Mission Network, along with two Colombian missionary 

families, work with the Iquitos Mennonite Church in Peru to offer a 

children's ministry, education, and gardening. Pray for grace and 

wisdom as this cross-cultural team responds to God’s call to make 

earth more like heaven. 
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