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2015 Franconia Hometown Bus Tour
By Carl Sell

The Franconia Museum’s Summer Bus
Tour was such a huge success last
year that we’re going to do it again!
This year, we are adding a feature that
will appeal to everyone with a sense of
local history. Joe Alexander, our longtime Fairfax County Supervisor, will talk
about growing up on Beulah Street and
living in Franconia all of his life. Joe’s
family moved to Franconia when he
was a youngster, so he has seen many
changes over the years. As Supervisor,
he shaped the vibrant, convenient and
safe community in which we live today.

with the Schurtz, Fitzgeralds, Gorhams,
Walkers and the Alexanders, to name a
few.

Joe will be on hand as the tour
winds up at Nalls Produce, not far from
where Joe grew up on Beulah Road, as
the long-time residents know the
current Beulah Street. Only it wasn’t
the four-lane thoroughfare that it is
today. The Nalls were there then, along

The tour this year will include Olivet
Episcopal Church, the Evergreen-Fairfax
House made famous by Mosby visits
during the Civil War, Banks Park and
Carroltown, and the famous restored
Laurel Grove School. The tour will end at
Nalls Produce in celebration of
Franconia’s agricultural past. There is a
fourth generation Nalls presence on the
site with a fifth growing into the role.

Joe
Alexander

Lunch consisting of hot dogs, chips,
drinks and farm market items will be
served as the tour arrives at Nalls
Produce around 1 p.m. As soon as
everyone is served buffet style, the
reminiscences will begin. Although those
on the tour will have reserved seats,
anyone with an interest in Franconia is
invited to attend for both lunch and the
talk.

Museum Board members Jane
Higham, Don Hakenson, Phyllis Walker
Ford and Cary Nalls will describe the
significance of the various stops. Jane
will handle Olivet, Don the EvergreenFairfax House, Phyllis both Carroltown
and the Laurel Grove School and Cary
will welcome you to Nalls Produce. No
doubt Board member and long-time
Franconia resident Sonny Wright will
provide his memories.
Museum
President Carl Sell will try to keep it all
straight and on time.
continued on Page 5
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President’s Message ...
Franconia was a beehive of activity 150 years ago as the Civil War ended, surviving
Confederates returned home and families tried to put their lives back together. Complicating the effort here was the fact that General William Sherman’s Union Fifteenth Army
Corps was drilling, repairing equipment and preparing for the Grand Victory March down
Pennsylvania Avenue on May 24, 1865. General George Meade’s Fifth Army Corps was
doing the same across the Potomac in Maryland for a march a day earlier.
The Franconia area had been occupied territory for most of the war. Horses, mules and
other livestock were appropriated by the Union Army and homes became quarters for
Union officers. Drop by the Museum and browse through our copy of Anne Frobel’s diary
she kept during that time. Anne lived with her sister at Wilton Hill, now the site of the old
Wilton Woods Elementary School on Franconia Road.
History teaches us about the resourcefulness of the people who lived here during those
trying times. Families recovered, but it was hard. Then came World War I, the Depression
and World War II. Franconia also provided soldiers for Korea, Viet Nam and Desert Storm.
And the Cold War of the late 1940s, the 1950s and the 1960s, was scary, too. How many
of you remember the “duck and cover” drills in elementary school?
Here at the Franconia Museum, we try to honor those families and soldiers who made it
possible for us to enjoy our blessings today. Our Museum and its publications are chock
full of stories and mementoes. Stop by the Museum any Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and browse through our collection and publications. Encourage your friends to do the same. When you are there, look through our collection of
used books. Paperbacks are 50 cents and hardbacks are $1 and all proceeds benefit the
Museum. We gladly accept donations.
Since this newsletter is mailed ONLY to our members, I know I am preaching to the
choir. You can help, however, by convincing a friend to become a member of our Museum.
Along with your support, and that of your friends, we will continue to be able to preserve
the history of this special area.

Carl Sell

We would love to hear from you …
If you would like to give us your comments or send us a word or two, please contact us by
mail or email.
Franconia Museum
6121 Franconia Road, Franconia, VA 22310
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com
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Fr anconia Mueum Web Page Has Moved

HOLD
THE
DATE

Annual Franconia History Day
November 15, 2015 - 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

The Franconia Museum will hold its annual History Day on Sunday, November
15, at the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department, 6300 Beulah Street. The program
will begin at Noon and run to 4 p.m. The theme this year is a celebration of the Life of
Fitzhugh Lee, the only Virginia Governor born in Fairfax County. Lee, the nephew of
Robert E. Lee, was born at Clermont, right here in Franconia.
Lee’s father, Sydney Smith Lee, was the son of “Light Horse” Harry Lee, the
Revolutionary War hero and former governor of Virginia. His mother, Anna Maria Mason, was the great-granddaughter of George Mason. Anna Maria Mason was born at
Clermont and continued to live there while her husband served in the Navy. Three of
the Lees’ children, including Fitzhugh, were born at Clermont.
The house was built by Benjamin Dulany during the Revolutionary War. The estate consisted of 320 acres
of land, a house with eleven bedrooms and two parlors and a number of outbuildings, according to an
advertisement in the Alexandria Gazette in 1849. It was being sold after the death of Anna Maria’s father,
John Mason. Benjamin Dulany, the original owner, married Elizabeth French, daughter of Daniel French, who
owned nearby Rose Hill.
Clermont was confiscated by the United States government during the Civil War and used as a smallpox
hospital. It was burned after the war to prevent spread of the disease. It was located at the end of today’s
Clermont Drive near the Beltway and Cameron Run. The current community of Clermont is built on land that
was once part of the estate.
Fitzhugh Lee grew up at Clermont and attended a private school named “Clarens” that was located near
the Virginia Seminary that still exists today on Alexandria’s Quaker Lane. Lee was a typical rambunctious
youngster from Franconia, a trait that reverberated in the community more than one hundred years later. Lee
often fought with students at the Seminary and nearby prep school. Later, at West Point, he amassed a large
number of demerits and narrowly remained in school, thanks to his uncle Robert, who was the Superintendent
in those days.
Lee would go on to distinguish himself as a Confederate Major General in the Civil War, leading the
cavalry of Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in the latter stages. He was elected governor of Virginia
in 1885 and the United States’ Counsel General in Cuba in 1896. When the Spanish-American War broke out,
he was commissioned as a Major General in the United States Army but the war ended before his forces
were engaged.
At age thirty-five, he married eighteen-year-old Ellen Bernard Fowle, who lived at Burgundy, located near
the Clermont house site on a hill overlooking today’s Burgundy Farm School. They had seven children,
including two sons who joined the United States’ Seventh Cavalry and two daughters who married officers in
their brothers’ regiment.
Plan to be at the Franconia Museum’s History Day on November 15 and enjoy a piece of Governor Lee’s
birthday cake (while it lasts). His actual 180th birthday will occur four days later, but we hope no one will complain that we are not historically correct!

2015 History Day will be held at the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department
6300 Beulah Street, Franconia, Virginia
(located near the Intersection of Beulah Street and Franconia Road)
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Trains
By Joyce Stewardson Young

More Books Written By
Our Board Members

The other day, I happened upon "Trains and
Locomotives" on Public TV and I stayed there
because I love trains. I watched trains move
through the countryside, around mountains,
through tunnels, and over trestle bridges. The
sounds were awesome. There were groans
as engines strained to climb the grade and less
burdened sounds as tracks leveled out. The
sounds were beautiful. I was reminded of the
1940's-50's, the coal-powered engines, and my
young years in Franconia. As the crow flies, our
house was about a block from the
track. When trains came through, dark coal
smoke billowed the immediate local area. It was
especially bad when the atmospheric pressure
was low because smoke tended to lay closer to
the ground. On Mama's wash day, when we
heard sounds of the train approaching in the
afternoon my sisters and I rushed to the clothesline to grab everything and hustle back inside to
avoid bathing in the black stuff.

Good Books about
Local History
This Forgotten Land:
A Tour of Civil War Sites and Other
Historical Landmarks South of
Alexandria, Virginia
and
Franconia Train Station
(NOTE: We have the station sign in the museum
… come and see a bit of history!)

This Forgotten Land Vol. II
Biographical Sketches of Confederate
Veterans Buried in Alexandria Virginia
By Don Hakenson

Share Your Stories …
email us or come on by!
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

Get your copy today by calling
Don at 703- 971- 4984
dhakenson@cox.net

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.
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JEB Stuart Statue Repair

Stuart-Mosby Historical Society Leads
Campaign to Refurbish and Repair
Statue Honoring
Major General James Ewell Brown Stuart,
CSA
The
Stuart-Mosby
Historical
Society
announces a campaign to provide funds to
refurbish and repair the statue honoring Major
General James Ewell Brown (JEB) Stuart
located on Historic Monument Avenue in the
City of Richmond, Virginia. The Stuart statue,
owned by the City of Richmond, is one of a
series of monuments on the avenue that
annually attract thousands of visitors to
Virginia’s Capital City.
First installed in May 1907, and resurfaced
30-plus years ago, the Stuart Statue has
become discolored and needs repair in various
places. Green corrosion shows through in
numerous spots. A complete removal of
coatings and corrosive layers and repainting of
the entire statue is recommended, along with
welding of detached pieces on the sword as
well as stabilization of the hilt and blade of the
sword.
It is estimated that the restoration and repair
of the Stuart Statue will cost in the
neighborhood of $35,000. The Stuart-Mosby
Historical Society already has received a
sizeable anonymous contribution toward this
goal and is asking other Civil War enthusiasts
and historic-minded citizens to contribute.
Those interested in promoting tourist attractions
in the City of Richmond also are invited to
participate.
For more information about this project,
contact SMHS President Susan Hillier (e-mail
at susan_hillier@yahoo.com, cell phone at 540319-3733) or Secretary Ben Trittipoe (e-mail at
btritt1@gmail.com, cell phone at 571-274-2467)
You may send a check to the Franconia
Museum if you would like and put in the memo
section that it is for the JEB Stuart Monument.

Major General James
Ewell Brown (JEB)
Stuart

2015 Franconia Hometown Bus Tour …
continued
By Carl Sell

. and Agata Zana, the new owners of the
Bill
Evergreen-Fairfax House, will welcome the tour
to the site at 3398 Tennessee Drive on the hill
above Burgundy Village overlooking Alexandria.
They have been working since the first of the
year to present the house as a significant piece
of local history. The Fairfax County Park
Authority now owns the Banks Park property on
Old Telegraph Road adjacent to Kingstowne
and will provide an update on the recently
adopted park master plan.
Once again, the Museum is blessed by the
fact that Christian Center Ministries on
Franconia Road will provide the bus free of
charge and Nalls Produce and Sherman
Properties will provide the food and drinks.
Therefore, all of the proceeds will help the
Museum preserve, protect and enhance the
history of Franconia.
Tickets for the tour, lunch and talk by Joe
Alexander are priced at $25 for members of the
Franconia Museum and $35 for nonmembers.
Members’ names are included in this issue of
the newsletter. They include all Founding and
Lifetime Members. Those attending just the
lunch and the Alexander talk will be asked to
make a contribution to the Museum. Seats on
the bus are limited, so send your check to the
Franconia Museum, 6121 Franconia Road,
Franconia, VA 22310. Write 2015 Franconia
Bus Tour in the memo line.
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Joyce Stewardson Young—New Board Member

Joyce Young may have a Woodbridge address, but her
heart and pleasant memories are all in Franconia. The
Franconia Museum is proud to welcome Joyce as the
newest member of its Board of Directors.
She went to Franconia Elementary School and then
Mount Vernon High School, graduating in 1953. Joyce grew
up in a house that her dad built, room by room, just off Old
Franconia Road not far from today’s Government Center and
the Museum. Matt Stewardson and his wife Cleo raised four
children there.
He also built, renovated and sold a house nearby and
renovated two rundown properties in Orange County, never
borrowing a dime! You’d have to have experienced the
Depression in order to understand the significance and the
pride that goes with that statement! The first house he
bought in Orange, situated on 50 acres, became the growing
family’s favorite escape for 60-plus years. The other house
in the country was renovated and sold.
The big day in the Stewardson home came when dad
finished the second floor of the home place in Franconia and
the girls, Janice, Barbara and Joyce, an eighth-grader,
moved upstairs. Brother Tommy stayed downstairs. That’s
the way families grew in Franconia back in the good old
days.
After high school, Joyce worked three years for lawyers in
Alexandria before starting a Federal career as a secretary
for the Department of Defense. She continued her education
and advanced to personnel specialist/civilian personnel
officer before retiring after 41 years with the Federal
government.

Joyce Stewardson Young

by Carl Sell

She married Marshall Freeland from Engleside in
1956. They had a son Timothy in 1958 and a daughter
Cynthia in 1961. Marshall died of a heart condition in
1970. Tim’s daughter Ashley and Cindy’s daughters
Bridgette and Misty and sons Jason and Justin help keep
grandmother busy in her retirement years.
In 1980, Joyce married Hoellman (Bob) Young, who
she knew from Franconia Elementary and Mount Vernon
High School but had never dated. He joined the Navy for
two hitches and then became a civil engineer for the
District of Columbia government. In 1967, Bob moved to
Indiana and worked for the highway department there until
1979. Then it was back to Virginia where he reunited with
Joyce at a high school class picnic and they were married
in 1980.
Joyce’s love for Franconia and her friends drew her to
the Franconia Museum. She and Bob have been regular
supporters of Museum events for several years. So, it
finally dawned on all of us that we ought to make Joyce’s
efforts official and she was unanimously elected to the
Board. We look forward to having Joyce share her
energy to help make our Museum even better.

Remembering Through Pictures
CIRCUS at Rose Hill Shopping Center
Late 1960's

Page 7

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.

Nathaniel Lee—New Board Member

Nathaniel Lee isn’t old enough to have seen
all the important Franconia landmarks of days
gone by, but he sure knows where they were
located. In fact, he has documented their
location on a map that blends the old and new
in the Franconia community and its neighbors.
It has already become an important tool when
visitors to the Franconia Museum ask where
something they have heard about was located.
The Franconia Museum Board has added
Nathaniel as a member so the Board and the
Museum members will have an instant
resource available when memories get fuzzy or
there is disagreement about which corner
something of value really was located. In
addition, Nathaniel usually is at the Museum
with Don Hakenson every Wednesday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., so plan to drop by and take
advantage of a double dose of unique
knowledge about Franconia.
Nathaniel’s family has been here in
Franconia since the 1960s and he has been
here since 1993. He attended Franconia
Elementary School and Mark Twain Middle
School while living with his mom and dad, Roger and Aimee, in Green Meadows just off Franconia Road. He played baseball in the Pioneer
League as a youngster.

by Carl Sell

mother, Aimee, has degrees in music from
Wake Forest University and accounting from
George Mason University.
Nathaniel’s paternal grandfather, Milton, an
engineer, worked at the Patent and Trademark
Office before becoming head of the Night Vision Laboratory at Fort Belvoir. He and his wife
DiAnne are long-time Franconia residents. His
maternal grandfather, Arthur Fontaine, was a
United States Coast Guard captain who saw
service in World War II and is a member of the
Collegiate Sailing Hall of Fame. He passed
away in 2007 at The Fairfax officers retirement
community at Fort Belvoir.
Nathaniel says he has always had an interest in Franconia history and the idea for the
map came when “old-timers gave me directions
using places that haven’t been here for 50
years so I had to learn where they were.” The
result is a map that anyone with an interest in
the area will find to be an important resource.
There is a large copy prominently displayed at
the Museum. Copies are available for sale.

When the family moved to the New
Charleston community near Springfield Mall,
Nathaniel earned his high school diploma from
Lee. He will be quick to tell you that ALL
Franconia residents went to Lee before Edison
and Hayfield opened. Nathaniel earned an
Associate’s Degree in Business Administration
from Northern Virginia Community College in
2009.
Nathaniel’s dad, Roger, has been acting
pastor at Franconia Baptist Church, filling in
when there was a need or a major event. He is
a graduate of Edison High School and has a
degree and doctorate, both in theology, from
Duke University and also taught there. His

Nathaniel Lee With His
Franconia Then and Now Map
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Museum Emails
Hi Don and Carl,
I made the move to Outer Banks, NC this
past August following a lifetime (67 years) of
being a resident of Northern Va. With the
holiday season approaching and activities
beginning to slow a bit, I figured it was a
good time to send you guys a short note and
check in. Needless to say, I sure miss
stopping by Franconia Museum and chatting
with you guys. In contrast, I must confess
that my new OBX life that I share together
with my wife Patty is every bit as entertaining
and enjoyable a I could possibly have imagined. Every day we enjoy views of the
Currituck Sound from our balcony and
windows and the Canadian Snow Geese are
beginning to amass making sunsets over the
sound even more amazing. We live in a
community named Port Trinitie which is just
north of the Town of Duck and provides both
ocean and sound front amenities.
Our
neighborhood provides a good mix of year
round resident and seasonal owners with
whom we have developed meaningful new
friendships with. Although our relocation
plan called for downsizing we ended up
purchasing a six bedroom and six bath home
that well exceeds 3K+ square feet of living
space. Needless to say, with a pool and
heated spa we would welcome and easily
accommodate your future visit.
I should also mention that my wife (Patty)
recently shared with me a cookbook that she
has been going to over the years
(particularly
at
holiday
time)
for
recipes. Imagine my surprise in discovering
that the name of this book is "Virginia
Cookery, Past and Present" and was
produced by The Woman's Auxiliary of Olivet
Episcopal Church, Franconia, VA. Not sure
if any associated with Franconia Museum
are familiar with this recipe book but I find it
to be a absolute historical treasure in not only the recipe's, but also the Franconia family contributors of recipe's and the Cook Book

Book Committee members who worked
together in producing this document. There
are so many names of Franconia neighbors
who were personally known by me that are
linked with recipe contributions... what a
memorable treat to say the least! Let me
know if you are familiar with this cook book
and/or have interest in learning more.
Again, I hope that all is well and I look
forward to a future opportunity to see you
again.
Best of Holiday wishes to you and yours, and
to all my Franconia Museum friends,
Steve and Patty Goodheart
Note: Published as written to us

Not on our mailing list?
Want to become part of
our growing family …
contact us at
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

to find out how to become
a friend of the Museum
or call Steve Sherman
at 703-971-7700
on how to become a
business sponsor of
the museum

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.
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The Long Arm Of Franconia On The Internet And The
“Franconia Museum” Page On Facebook
Posted By:

Teresa Hall Boelte

January 14
The "Ghost riders" band my Dad, Wally Hall, in
the very front. Along with Jennings Dulan, Rusty
Marshall, John Wineholt?

Senators ...continued

Paul Miller + John Jeffries, Kevin Pfau, & I think Mark Mahar (sp)
Brian Kennedy Front row ((L-R) - Paul Miller, Ricky Rafferty,
Kenny Spears, Brian Kennedy, Randy Spears, Darren Spears, Ron
Bruffy. Back row - Kevin Pfau, Richard Lee, Kevin Kiley, Jamie
King ... I think we finished in first that year.
Lilly Pratt Awesome photo.
Jim Kennedy Not in the picture, the coach, Jim Kennedy Jr.
Millie Kennedy Looks like the BAD NEWS BEARS...!!! Cutest team
Ever!
Robert Dale Wright I was on the Franconia Hawks The same year
Davis Mcwhorter y'all practice at dodd's field???
Brian Kennedy We practiced mostly at Beulah.
Robert Dale Wright We practice at Franconia elementary me Steve
Kight I can't remember everybody else that was on the team

Posted By: Jim Kennedy
June 28, 2014
1969 Franconia Senators

Donna Howard Grubb I remember my brother playing for the
senators back in the day:-)
Jo Ann Yehle That's a long time ago. I know you all remember my
brothers Billy Clark and Keith Clark.
Brian Kennedy I remember Billy, Keith and your dad. I remember
when Billy pitched a no hitter. And Donnie Howard was a great third
baseman.
Jo Ann Yehle Yes I went to all the games. We loss my brother
Billy in 2008 and my dad this pass April. I remember you and your
dad and all the team
Donna Howard Grubb Oh yeah I had so much fun going to his
games I guess thats where I got my iove for baseball, and the
reason I love coching it.
Mary Ann Dalzell Where's Frank Howard?
Patricia Miller Look how young Paul Miller is and all the others!!

Facebook Comments:
Becky Spears Randy Spears, Darren Spears and Kenny Spears
are also in this picture.

Check out the Franconia Museum’s Facebook
page where you can catch up with old friends
and neighbors and share a wonderful story or
picture!

It
d
o
w
th
yo
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Misc. Pictures

McGuinn - Talbert Cemetery

Lewis Everett Lyles behind his Plow

Bus Drivers

Potters Hill School

Unbeaten Baseball Team—Story Swap

Franconia Fire Department Auxiliary
Fashion Show Fund Raiser
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Misc. Pictures … continued

Sylvia Moving Picture Theater
Opening Gala Invitation
Ward’s Corner

Triplet Kepi

“Jinks”
Maurice Jenkins Walker

Samuel and Mary Alice Stout Home
(on Franconia Road across the street from the
now Edison High and adjoined the now
Brookland Estates)

Used Books, CD’s and DVD’s …
Donate To The Museum or Come
Shopping Yourself!
Are you spring cleaning or looking for a new/used book, CD or DVD … come by the museum
and see what we have! We are cleaning house and making room for more.
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Boy Scout Hall on Franconia Road Next To Old Olivet Church
By Carl Sell and Sonny Wright

This picture was taken by Board member Sonny Wright at the old Boy Scout Hall
that was located where the new Olivet Church stands today. Sonny has collected
the names of all but five in the picture. We need to know who the girl is wearing the
striped dress on the right in the second row. Also, the girl beside the guy with his
hands raised on the back row. And, the three guys in the back row starting on the
left. If you know any of them, e-mail us or drop by the Museum. Sonny is there on
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The picture will be on display at the Museum,
hopefully with all the names eventually.

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.
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In Memoriam

William Arthur “Billy” Hakenson
By His Brother Don Hakenson

William Arthur (Billy) Hakenson was born on
December 15, 1961, in Alexandria Hospital and
died in a fire in our family home, built by my father,
on December 15, 2014. He was 53 years old. As
you can see Billy died on his birthday.
Billy was the last child of eight children (seven
boys and one girl) and was the son of Harry
Marvin Hakenson and Mary Katherine Lacey
Hakenson. My father died on February 9, 1988
and my Mother is still alive today because of the
heroic efforts of my brother Butch. My sister
Jennie Hakenson Klinkert passed away on
September 1, 2000.

and all the newspaper articles written about the
team. Billy loved football. Billy also won a
prestigious Memorial trophy for excellence that his
older brother Jimmy had also won. Two Hakenson
boys had won that same award. Billy was very
proud of that fact.
When Billy went to High School I truly believed
that he was going to be a touchdown scoring
machine. But things didn’t turn out the way it was
expected. He never played one down as a running
back. He was Edison High School’s starting tight
end and he played safety on defense. He was
also a holy terror on special teams.

My Father was Swedish/Norwegian and my
Mother is Irish. We are a strong willed, hard
working, honest and proud people.

After Billy’s senior year he was named special
teams player of the year. Some of his hits were
simply unbelievable. Billy was a punishing tackler!

My oldest brother is named after my father
Harry, but we call him Butch, then Jennie,
Johnnie, myself, Melvin, Jimmy and then Chuckie.
Like I said earlier Billy was the youngest.

Billy also loved running track. He was a triple
jumper and a long jumper and was so good he
competed at the Virginia State level. Billy came in
second in Lee District and third in the Regional’s in
the long jump in 1981. My Mom and my niece
Bonnie would go to all of his football games and
track meets. They were Billy’s biggest fans!

Billy was a good honest kid (he will always be a
kid to me), he was athletic, ran fast like most of the
Hakenson’s, had a wonderful smile and had
dimples that the young girls and ladies couldn’t
resist.
Because Billy was fast, Jim Cox recruited him to
play for the Franconia Rebels and he played
several years with Fred Landon who was the head
football coach. Fred is my neighbor today and
every time he talked about Billy there was always
a gleam in his eye.
Billy was a football superstar in the youth
leagues. If you have ever heard of the saying: “3
yards and a cloud of dust.” Billy was: “ turn the
corner and he was gone.” He scored so many 50,
60 and 70 yard touchdowns it was almost
phenomenal. I have never…ever…seen him
caught from behind and I don’t think I ever saw
him score a touchdown on a short run.
Billy loved playing for Fred. He loved it so much
that he kept all of his Franconia Rebels emblems

One of Billy’s best friends in high school and
afterwards was Norman Hall. They did everything
together. They sat together, they talked together,
they played sports together, they went out with
their girl friends together and I must admit they
partied together. You would never see one without
the other.
Unfortunately, that bond ended when Norman
suddenly died. Billy was never the same.
Mrs.
Hall told me the day after Billy died that Norman
and Billy were up in heaven and were having a
blast! And I truly believe that!
Billy worked for Giant for almost 18 years and
was selected Employee of the Month several
times. He could make the produce department so
special that Giant would send him to other stores
to set up their displays. He had a special talent.
While Billy was working at Giant he was the
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In Memoriam … continued
best man at Chuckie’s wedding. Chuckie was
probably the closest to Billy of all of the
brothers.

so many things that none of us brothers could
ever do….Because of his devotion to her…..he
gained the respect of all his brothers!

Billy also worked for Nalls Produce on Beulah Road, which was near our home. Cary
Nalls told me that Billy was the “Best Produce
Man” that he ever had. If you know Cary, he is
not a man to give idle comments.

One day I was trying to get Mom out of my
car when she finally became impatient and said
“get Billy….he knows how to do it.” I heard that a
lot when they lived together. Billy knew how to
take care of her and my Mother loved him dearly.

Billy also worked for my brother Melvin
when he ran the E & M Garage located on
South Van Dorn Street. Billy would do whatever Melvin told him to do. He absolutely loved
his job!
Billy also worked as a tree climber that required cutting down trees for Stevie Hall’s
company, (Norman’s brother), but Billy had to
quit because of back problems.
Due to Billy’s back problem, stemming from
playing football and doing hard work for so
many years….Billy had to have surgery on his
back. But instead of fixing the problem….Billy
lost the use of his right arm and right leg.
He was worse off after the surgery than before he went in. This once extremely powerful,
fast and healthy body was now totally disabled.
Despite his injury, Billy had two things going for him. Over twenty years ago Billy met a
young lady named Linda and they had a little
baby girl that they named Tiffany Grace
Hakenson. Tiffany loved both sides of her
family, but she especially loved her father Billy
and her grandmother.

My brother may have made a few bad turns,
but Billy truly loved his Mother, our late father,
his brothers, his sister Jenny, Linda, his daughter Tiffany and all of his relatives and friends.
Billy was a family man and was proud of his
roots. Billy had a heart of gold.
Billy is now with my father, my sister Jennie,
and his best friend Norman in heaven. It is consoling for me to know that Billy is no longer in
pain and is no longer disabled and that Our Maker is now taking care of him. It was time for him
to go home.
I want to thank everyone for their kindness,
thoughtfulness and friendships that have been
generously displayed since Billy’s death, to our
family. You have humbled us with your love and
affection!
I want to end this dedication with, “We Love
you Billy. We will miss you. We will never forget
you.”
Thank you.
Don

Tiffany would stay at Grandma’s house on
weekends and for extended periods of time
during the summer. I have heard this said several times over the years that Tiffany was the
apple of Billy’s eye.
Tiffany is now a freshman at Virginia Tech
and Billy was so proud of her that she was going to college.
When Billy became disabled he became
the primary care giver for my Mother. He did

John, Don, Harry “Butch”, William “Billy”
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In Memoriam … continued

George Atsiknoudas
By Carl Sell

George Atsiknoudas’ American Dream came true
right here in Franconia. He didn’t strike it rich monetarily , but he did establish friendships that
spanned the globe. He spent most of his 28 years in
America behind a barber’s chair at the Rose Hill
Barber Shop, happily cutting hair, making friends
and talking about his native Greece.
George retired in 1998, returned to Greece, and
died at age 82 on March 26, 2015. Word quickly
raced across the Atlantic Ocean via electronic media, triggering both sadness and good memories
among George’s many friends. Only last year, Roy
Rankin, the owner of Rose Hill Barber Shop, passed
away. He and George were institutions with most of
their customers who represented a number of generations.

It all began when George and Polly came here
to visit his brother Angelo, who lived in Springfield
and worked in a barber shop. One thing led to
another and George wound up staying here and
cutting hair. It wasn’t long before Rankin invited
George to join the staff at his new shop in Rose
Hill. Rankin had found a home in Franconia, first
opening a shop on Franconia Road across from
Ward’s Corner (now the Shell Station) and then
moving to Rose Hill when the new center opened.
George, Polly and the two children moved into
the Rose Hill apartments and stayed there until
he retired. Both children attended Rose Hill Elementary, Mark Twain and Edison High School.
Michael works at Gianna’s Hair Salon in Kingstowne and Marianna is employed in health care
for senior citizens.
The Atsiknoudases were active in Saint Katherine’s Greek Orthodox Church in Falls Church
and had many friends in the Greek community
throughout the Washington area. They were in
addition to the legion of friends and customers
who looked forward to visiting George at the
Rose Hill Barber Shop.

Valerie Marie Mullins

George Atsiknoudas gives young Brian Langley his first
hair cut at the Rose Hill Barber Shop in the early 1990s.
Brian is the son of Jeff Langley, who got to know George
when they both lived in the Rose Hill Apartments. Brian
graduated from Edison High School in 2009 and his sister
Lindsay graduated a year later. The family still lives in the
area, as does grandfather Dick Langley, who lived in Rose
Hill, delivered the community newsletter, the Rambler, and
was an officer in the Rose Hill Civic Association. Jeff called
George “a very nice man” who was a friend to all.

George is survived by his wife Polly, son Michael
and daughter Marianna. Polly had returned with
George to Greece while Michael and daughter Marianna remained in America. The children were ages
10 years and 18 months, respectively, when George
and Polly came to America in 1970.

Valerie Marie Mullins loved her family, Franconia and fishing. She spent most of her short life
living with her parents Ricky and Angie Mullins on
Clames Drive next to Franconia Elementary
School. Not long before she died suddenly on
January 21, 2015, Valerie had moved to Front
Royal.
Valerie attended Franconia Elementary, Mark
Twain Middle School and was a member of the
2005 graduating class of
Edison High School.
She worked for Fairfax
County as an administrative
assistant in the
Department of Public Works and
Environmental
Services
Storm Water Management
Division.
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In Memoriam … continued
Her father, Ricky, is employed at Hilltop Sand
& Gravel on Potter’s Hill in Franconia and her
mother, Angie, works for the National Guard in
Arlington. She is survived by her brother, Chad,
a member of the United States Army stationed in
Fort Drum, New York, sisters Meagan Kidd
(Daniel), Gina Taylor and Melanie Mullins and
numerous nieces and nephews. Meagan and
Gina live in Springfield. Melanie lives in Franconia. Valerie also is mourned by a girl’s best
friend, her dog Miley. She also is survived by her
maternal grandparents, Poppy and Linda Searfoss.
Her dad grew up in Windsor Estates and has
lived in Franconia all his life. His father, Carroll,
was a supervisor of maintenance for Fairfax
County Schools and his mother, Hazel, worked at
Mark Twain Middle School. Mom Angie is the
daughter of George and Linda Dodd, Jr. The
Dodds are a well-known family to most long-time
Franconians.
As a youngster, Valerie played softball for a
local team in the Northern Virginia Girls Softball
League. Services were held at the Jefferson Funeral Chapel in Franconia with burial in the
Schurtz Cemetery on Beulah Street next to Beulah Cemetery and Mount Calvary Community
Church.

Paul Emile Gagnon (Age 60)
June 27, 1954 - November 15, 2014

Except for service in the United States Air Force
and a short stint in an Alexandria apartment when
he and Johna were married in 1984, Paul Gagnon
had been involved in Franconia all of his life. He
spent his early years on Higham Drive, moved with
his family to nearby Virginia Hills as a teen-ager
and then moved back across Telegraph Road
shortly after he was married.

The Gagnons were no Johnny-Come-Latelies
to Franconia. Paul’s dad, Bob owned Red Wing
Moving and Storage that was located at Ward’s
Corner until Franconia’s early business and
entertainment center burned down in July of 1959.
The Franconia Museum has a display board
depicting the memory of Ward’s Corner and Paul’s
recollections are included. Paul and Johna Good
Gagnon are Founding Members of the Museum.
Johna also served on the Museum’s Board of
Directors during its early years. Paul was an
authentic Franconia native.
Paul passed away on November 15, 2014. He
was remembered at a Memorial Celebration of his
life in an appropriate setting. It was held January
11, 2015 in the Helen Wilson Community Room of
the Franconia Governmental Center where Paul
spent many hours in meetings as chairs of both
the Lee District Association of Civic Organizations
and the Lee District Land Use Advisory
Committee. A collection of his favorite books and
publications was available for distribution in his
honor.
Paul and Johna met as students at George
Mason University. After marriage and graduation,
they became a hard-working team on behalf of
their communities, Franconia, Lee District and
Fairfax County. Johna remains active in
community issues and the Land Use Advisory
Committee. She also is an elected member of the
Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation
District and is an effective voice on environmental
issues at Land Use meetings.
In 2006, Paul was honored as recipient of the
Community Volunteer Leadership Award by
Volunteer Fairfax. He also served on the County’s
Organ and Tissue Transplant Commission. After a
career as a medical technologist at Alexandria
Hospital, Paul was a magistrate for the Virginia
Court’s Nineteenth Judicial District with offices in
Fairfax.

Margaret “Darlene” Arnold
A longtime resident of Franconia in Alexandria,
VA, Darlene passed away peacefully on Friday,
January 23, 2015 at her home in Front Royal.
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In Memoriam … continued
Ms Arnold was born October 29, 1950 in
Washington, DC, and was the daughter of the
late Lawrence Roland Arnold and Louella
Richardson Arnold. A 1969 graduate of
Thomas A. Edison High School in Alexandria,
VA, Darlene worked for several years as a
hairdresser before beginning her career with
Giant Foods. She retired from Giant and
moved to Front Royal, VA, where she resided
until her death.
Surviving are one son, Chris Arnold and his
wife, Beth of Front Royal; one sister, Kathy
Devers of Alexandria, VA; three brothers, Ken
Arnold of Vienna, VA, Gary Arnold of
McGaheysville, VA and Bill Arnold of
Alexandria, VA; and three grandchildren, Mackenzie Arnold, Rachel Arnold and Jackson Arnold.

Christopher W. Fitzgerald
Thomas A. Edison Class
of 1987
(January 29th, 2015 - Cancer)

Donna Lee Hilleary Flynn
Donna L. Hilleary - Thomas A.
Edison Class of 1974
Of Warrenton, VA passed away
peacefully surrounded by her
family at Fauquier Hospital on
Sunday, February 8, 2015. She
was born in 1955 to Richard and Joyce
Hilleary. Donna loved going to the beach, flea
markets, playing bingo and spending time with
her family especially her grandchildren Daniel
and Emily Flynn. Including her parents, Donna
is survived by her son, Daniel Flynn (Michelle);
two sisters, Joy Gryder (Wayne) and Jane Lomax (Robert); two brothers, Richard Hilleary
and Daniel Hilleary (Nancy).

Scott Lindsay
Thomas A. Edison Class of 1984
(January 4th, 2015 - Heart)
Services will be on Saturday,
10am at Woods Chapel, 1100
Washington Street, Golden CO

Kimberly A. Sargent
Kimberly A. Sargent
. Thomas A. Edison Class
of 1981
(January 15th, 2015)

Patricia E. O'Brien Shawker
Patricia E. O'Brien - Thomas A.
Edison Class of 1973
Transferred from Hayfield during Senior year.
On January 16, 2015, at the age of 59, of
Greenbelt, MD. Beloved wife of Thomas H.
Shawker. Daughter of Mary Catherine O'Brien
and the late Robert Joseph O'Brien. Sister of
Maureen (Gordon) Brooks, Kathleen (Ron)
Bailey, Robert and Timothy O'Brien, six nieces
and nephews: Brad, Judd, Joshua, Katie, Bridget and Emily.

Beverly Ann Wright
Thomas A. Edison
Class of 1965
Born 1947 in Alexandria Hospital.
Raised in Walhaven
area
of
Franconia,
VA.
(November 5th, 2014 - Complications from Diabetes)
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2015 Franconia Current Friends

Dave Amick
Leona Fox Barber
Daniel & Julie Barker
Betty Barnett
Ruth “Connie” Beatty
Mr. & Mrs. G. J. Bierer
Joan & Doug Borden
Virginia Bresnahan
Suzanne Briar
Ruby Calkins
Randy Charles Campbell
Bev & Norm Cherkis
Fred Cline
Margaret Cooke
Kathy Dakon
Richard J. DiBuono
Matt & Kathleen Estes
Tim & Joy Fleming
Mary R. Galoci
Norma Galloway
Charles “Chuck” Garbers
Lawrence & Dianne Brown Gilley
Lynne Gomez
Ethel Gorham
Renee Grebe
Michael Groeneveld
Michael Hahn
Robert & Kelly Hakenson
Mary Hakenson
Geraldine Harlow
Stan Harrison
John W. Haskins
Mary Lou Henry
Marlene Herrling
Jennifer Higham
Nancy Lee & Bill Higham
Jane Hilder
Georgia & Terry Hill
Sue & Gary Hotto
Richard Hudson
Leonard “Buzz” Jackson, III
Bonny Dyer Jones
Mike Kalis
Lynda Kandul
Barbara Keck
Bonnie King
Ed & Rosemary Kley

Mary Frances Koerner
Jim & Kris Cox
Fred & Laura Landon
Milton & Dianne Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Levine
Chester & Camilla Liddle
Barbara MacDonald
Helen McClary
Edna Mitchell
Jo & Joseph Moyer
Larry & Marge Peard
Gwen Hall Pearson
Robert Pearson
Arlene Perkins
Karen Perkins Royall
Karen & Margaret Seitzinger
Carl & Martha Sell
Marlene Shaughnessy
Marjorie Simms
Ronald & Kris Simms
Mary Evelyn Smith
Walter E. Smith
Patricia Stoffel
Charles Swisher
Kathryn Ogden Talbert
Robert Uhler
Wayne Wakefield
Robert “Bob” Warwick
Kathy Weaver
Margaret & Lin Welch
Debbi Wilson
Woody “Sonny” Wise
Jim & Peggi Woodard
Sonny Wright
James & Connie Young
Joyce & Bob Young

Non Profit Friends
James & Nita Jones

Our apology if we missed your name …
please let us know and we will add you to
the next publication!
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Franconia Museum Friends

Founding Friends

Business Founding Friends

Olander Banks
Sky Phillips Beaven
Daniel & Marcia Brown
Shirley Dove Davis
Gregg & Debbie Dudding
Lynn Fitzgerald
Phyllis Walker Ford
Paul & Johna Gagnon
Clemens S. Gailliot Jr.
Peter Gentieu
Don & Carol Hakenson
Bob Heittman (In Memory Of)
Andy & Jane Higham
Honorable Gladys Keating
Dan & Rita Kuntz
Sue Patterson
Betty & Arthur Nalls (In Memory Of)
Ruby Schurtz
Daniel Everett Simms
Everett (Tom) Simms, Jr.
Don & Jacqueline Walker
Homer & Ruth Glover Weller

Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell
& Don Hakenson
Kaplan, Inc.
Lindner Family Foundation
Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson
& Gregg Dudding
Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman
Sheehy Ford

Lifetime Business Friends
Dove Heating & Air Conditioning
Jefferson Funeral Chapel

Event Sponsors
Both Sides Tours – Carl Sell & Don Hakenson
Dove Heating & Air Conditioning
Five Star Carpet
Laurel Grove School
Mosby Tours – Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding
Nalls Produce
Sherman Properties – Steve Sherman

Lifetime Friends
Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander
Vikki S. Beaty
Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco
John Briar, III
Charlotte Brown
Thomas & Peggy Brown
Bill Cooke
Bob & Peggy Cooke
Kenneth Curry, III
Fairfax County Historical Commission
Charlie Fenimore
Ann Marie Gardner
Judy Tharpe Hutchinson
Laurel Grove Baptist Church
Friends of Jeff McKay
Bob & Marcia Moon
Cary Nalls
William Poppe
Tom Sachs
Bernice Schurtz
Honorable Mark Sickles
Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms
Jean Starry
Marjorie Baggett Tharpe
Donna Poppe-Wagner
Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker
Helen R. Wise
Ron Wise

Our apology if we missed your name …
please let us know and we will add you
to the next publication!
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We’re on the Web!
www.franconiamuseum.org

*** We Are Open ***
2015 Board Of Directors:

President:
Carl Sell (Pub Co-Editor)

Museum Hours Are

VP for Administration:
Debbi Wilson

Monday - Tuesday - Wednesday - Saturday

VP for Education:
Phyllis Walker-Ford

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

VP for Historical Activities:
Don Hakenson
Secretary:
Judy Hutchinson
Treasurer:
Jane Higham
Directors:
Carol Hakenson
Nathaniel Lee
Cary Nalls
Steve Sherman
Margie Simms
Sonny Wright
Bob Young
Joyce Young

Remember … contact us at
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com
and set up a time with Carl Sell, Sonny
Wright or Don Hakenson … tell them your
story of your Franconia remembrances.

DOES YOUR GROUP NEED A SPEAKER?

Special Advisor
Jim Cox
Senior Advisors:
Marge Tharpe
Don Walker
Margaret Welch
Honorary Directors:
Congressman Jim Moran
Delegate Mark Sickles
Supervisor Jeff McKay
Honorable Gladys Keating
Honorable Joe Alexander
Honorable Dana Kauffman
Past Board Members
Delores Comer
Debbie Dudding
Gregg Dudding
Johna Gagnon
Bob Heittman
Dan Kuntz
Rita Kuntz
Andy Higham
Jenee Lindner
Marcia Moon
Betty Nalls
Sue Patterson
Edith Sprouse
Christine Tollefson
Jacqueline “Jac” Walker

Webmaster: Jim Sapp
Newsletter Editor: Debbi Wilson

Invite the Franconia Museum to tell its story at the next
meeting of your organization.
Schools, Civic, Business,
Service, Fraternal or just a large group of friends. The
presentation is free, but we do warn you that we will bring
along our books to sell!
We have many, many stories
to tell about Franconia and the surrounding area and will
include some that happened right at your doorstep. To schedule please contact:
Carl Sell at sellcarl@aol or 703-971-4716
Debbi Wilson at debbiwilson@yahoo.com
Judy Hutchinson at judykbs@aol.com

