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A Franconia Family on Peggy Springs Farm 
by Holly Lynn Cole Keating 

Editor’s Note: This is a condensed 
version of Holly Lynn Cole Keating’s 
story.  A much more detailed version will 
be included in our upcoming Franconia 
Remembers book of family stories now 
under development. If anyone else has 
a Franconia family story that they would 
like to see published, now is the time to 
contact the museum. 
 
     I remember so many vivid things 
growing up on a piece of my great 
grandfather Cole’s land on a gravel road 
on what was once Peggy Springs Farm.  
The lush smells of vegetables, fruits and 
wild flowers growing in the garden swept 
through our house daily during the 
spring and summer months.  The noises 
we heard were from clucking chickens, 
and horses and cows swishing their tails 
as they ran across the pasture.   
 
     My grandfather, James “Eddie” Cole, 
was a quiet man who always had time 
for me and my sister, Jeannie.  He and 
my grandmother, Ruth, lived, as we 
called it, “just up the hill” from us on 
Franconia Road in a little white house 
with gingerbread cutout trim.  Eddie and 
Ruth loved to sit on the porch to wave, 
and look at the people drive by on 
Franconia Road.  “Mom Cole,” as she 
was affectionately called, never knew a 
stranger.  She and Eddie opened their 
home daily to neighbors and friends and 
others who wanted to eat the best home 
cooked meal anyone ever melted in 
their mouth.   
 
     My parents, Robert Cole and 
Barbara Zehring Cole, lived on            

Franconia Road in our home on what was 
once the old farm for 25 years.  My father 
and my Uncle John Harper built the home 
from the ground up, and I always thought 
it was beautiful.  My mother worked for a 
decorator as an upholsterer and 
refinished furniture first for a hobby and 
then as a business.  People from all over 
Franconia would come to my mother and 
her friend, Billy Ann Spears (who lived on 
Squire Lane in Sunny Ridge) to have 
their furniture restored.   
 
     My father, Robert Cole, worked for the 
R.H. Bogle Company as a Chemicals 
Crew Supervisor.   
 

continued on Page 8 

Holly and her sister Jeannie at Peggy 
Springs Farm circa 1963 
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     This issue of Historic Franconia Legacies is dedicated to the memory of two of our       
members who helped make our Museum possible. Shirley Dove Davis was a Founding Friend 
of the Museum while Ruby McClary Schurtz and her husband William E. (Brother) Schurtz 
were Lifetime Friends. Their names are memorialized on plaques prominently displayed at the 
Museum.  
 
     Both Shirley and Ruby passed away earlier this year. They both grew up in Franconia. 
Shirley married Leighton Davis and moved to Clifton where she and her husband operated a 
well-known general store. She might have lived in Clifton, but her soul was in Franconia and 
she participated in many activities at the Museum. Ruby lived here all her life and helped her 
husband mold the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department into one of the nation’s premier      
volunteer stations.   
 
     Shirley and Ruby are gone, but the memories of their love for Franconia will continue to  
motivate those of us who knew them to redouble our efforts to gather and preserve           
Franconia’s history. All of the current Board members considered themselves friends of these 
two important benefactors. The Museum is only 12 years old, but we will grow and flourish   
because of the nurturing and caring of our founding friends. Current and future members  will 
have a place to learn about the special community in which we live.  
 
     The Franconia Museum depends on the support of the community to continue its mission. 
All of the funds donated are used to operate and maintain the Museum and insure its valuable 
artifacts. None of the members of the Board are compensated and no funds are expended oth-
er than those necessary for supplies and displays. Fairfax County, through the office of Super-
visor Jeff McKay, allows us to locate in the Franconia Governmental Center.  
 
     Because of limited funds, this newsletter is circulated only to Franconia Museum Founders, 
Friends and Members. With your continued support, we will be able to expand our outreach 
efforts. In the meantime, we contact the general public through our web site 
(franconiamuseum.org), e-mail announcements and personal invitations to visit the Museum 
and get involved. We hope you will help us pass the word. Each time a newsletter is published, 
a copy of the previous one is added to our web site. Check us out! All previous newsletters 
are online.  
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Carl Sell 

President’s Message ... 

FRANCONIA TOUR COMING THIS SUMMER 
                               

      The Franconia Museum is planning a tour of local historic sites this summer. We are coordi-
nating the date and the list of places we will visit. At present, the plan is to have a   morning tour and 
then repeat it in the afternoon. There will be a cost for the small bus plus a donation to the Museum. 
Free hot dogs, snacks and drinks will be provided at Nalls Produce, the last stop on each tour. Look for 
the date and details at franconiamuseum.org. Make sure we have your e-mail address so we can keep 
you advised. We'll try to send a notice to those who are not online. 



Franconia Mueum Web Page Has  Moved  
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DISAPPEARING HISTORY—Wise’s Store 
By Carl Sell 

 

Wise’s Store Then Wise’s Store Site Now 

 

Wise's Store  (circa early 1900s) was located on Franconia Road near what is now the intersection 
with Ridgeview Drive until a few months ago when it was torn down and replaced with a new house. 
Woody and Helen Wise lived there for many years and raised four sons, Woody, Jr., John, Robert 
and Ron. Woody, Sr., died about 10 years ago and Mrs. Wise lived there until 2011 when the house 
was sold and she moved to live near Ron in Fredericksburg. She is 93. Woody, Jr., the only other 
surviving son, lives in California. That's great grandfather Henry Wise sitting in the rocker on the 
porch of the old store. The property originally was owned by Harry Javins, who gave one acre to 
Woody Sr., and Helen.  Harry was the father of Woody Senior's  mother, Nelly. Javins Drive in 
Ridgeview is named after the family.    

 

Dove Family Story Swap 
 

“The Dove Families of Franconia & Fairfax County.” 
                               
The Franconia Museum is attempting to conduct a future Story Swap concerning 
“The Dove Families of Franconia & Fairfax County.” Individuals related,            
possessing information or willing to participate as panelists for the Dove event 
should contact Carol Dove Hakenson or Don Hakenson at 703-971-4984.           
Or contact Carol via email at chakenson1@verizon.net or Don                              
at  dhakenson@verizon.net    We are hoping to find enough genealogical infor-
mation to connect the dots on the Dove History and make for an interesting story! 

mailto:dhakenson@verizon.net
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     Cher’s appearance  in early April of this year 
at the Verizon Center brought back memories for 
many Franconians of July 16,  1979 when the 
young performer came to roller skate at the 
Wheel-A-While facility located behind the gas 
stations near the McDonald’s and Edison High 
School.  She had just finished a performance at 
the Kennedy Center and wanted to relax on her 
skates, something she often did when at home in 
Hollywood.  
 
     Her visit also was billed as a fund-raiser for 
UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund) and 
promoted by a local disk jockey. The word 
spread quickly and traffic on Franconia Road 
was at a standstill. Fans began arriving at 5:30 
p.m. and by the time 
Cher arrived at 11:45 
p.m. you couldn’t get 
near the rink.  Inside 
was just as bad as 
fans jockeyed to get 
a glimpse of the 
young star.  
 
      “I’m going to get 
killed in that crowd,” 
Cher was quoted as 
saying in the 
Washington Post as 
she pulled on her 
tiger-striped skates 
in the rink office. She 
did join the throng 
and took one lap 
around the rink 
before announcing ”it 
wasn’t going to work” 
because “someone 
was going to get 
hurt.”   
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 ***** Cher In Franconia ***** 
By Carl Sell 

     Lynne Haas Gomez, a current member of the 
Museum, recalls she and a friend tried to attend 
“but couldn’t get near the place.” They and 
hundreds of others were stuck in the parking lot 
of the rink and nearby businesses. Another 
young fan was quoted in the Post as saying that 
she just couldn’t believe Cher was roller skating 
in Franconia.   
 
     After all the hoopla was over and the crowd 
thinned, Cher went back to Washington to 
continue her six-night rock and roll extravaganza 
at the Kennedy Center.  According to the 
promoters, a portion of the admission to the 
Franconia event, which drew a crowd of skaters 
and gawkers four times as large as usual, went 
to UNICEF. 
 
     Sonny Bono and Cher combined as a married 
couple for the highly popular Sonny and Cher 
Comedy Hour on television in the early 1970s. 
They separated in 1974 and were divorced a 
year later. Both went on to separate spectacular 
careers before reuniting for a resumption of the 
Sonny and Cher Show in 1976. But the magic 
was gone and the show folded the following 
year.  

 
     Bono went on to an acting career and entered 
politics, eventually becoming a member of the 
United States House of Representatives. Cher 
became a Grammy Award winning singer and 
won an Academy Award as an actress.  She 
would give a tearful eulogy at Bono’s funeral 
after her former husband died in a skiing 
accident in 1998.  

 
     Cher, the former Cherilyn Sarkisan, was born 
May 20, 1947 in El Centro, California. She first 
met Bono, 11 years her senior, in 1962 at a Los 
Angeles coffee shop. The two became friends 
and eventually recorded the number-one hit 
single record “I Got You Babe” that catapulted 
them to instant fame.  Later, Cher would do the 
same on her own with songs such as “Half  
 

  continued on Page 5 

 

Cher at the  
Roller Rink 

In Franconia 



Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.  
  Page 5 

     . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cher In Franconia … continued 

 Breed” and “Gypsies, Tramps and Thieves.” She 
became famous for her daring costumes and 
unusual outfits (or lack thereof) as well as her 
musical talent. Thirty-six years after that brief 
appearance on roller skates in Franconia, she 
remains a star.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Cher wasn’t the only famous performer to 
appear in Franconia. One of future Superstar 
Dolly Parton’s first appearances was with Porter 
Wagoner’s country music band at Edison High 
School on September 16, 1967, in a benefit for 
the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department. Earlier, 
country stars such as Roy Clarke, Grandpa 
Jones and others performed at the old Sylvia 
Theatre at Ward’s Corner on Franconia Road. 
Music stars such as singers Chubby Checker, 
Barry Darvell, Ronnie Dove and the Ink Spots, 
along with guitarist Link Wray, made cameo 
appearances at teen dances at the original fire 
department building. The Harlem Globetrotters 
played before an overflow crowd at Hayfield High 
School and the King and His Court four-man 
softball team packed them in at Edison.    

      
 

Check out the Franconia Museum’s   
Facebook page where you can catch 
up with old friends and neighbors and 
share a wonderful story or picture!    

 
Not on our mailing list?   

 
Want to become part of  
our growing family …   

 
contact us  at  

franconiamuseum@yahoo.com   
 

to find out how to become  
a  friend of the Museum  
or call Steve Sherman  

at 703-971-7700 
on how to become a   
business sponsor of  

the museum 

Old Photo’s … Remember This 
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Cemetery #FX087  

Fairfax Family Cemetery  

Located just north of the ruins of Belvoir 
Mansion on Fairfax Dr., Ft. Belvoir, Va.  

"Belvoir" was built c. 1741 by WILLIAM 
FAIRFAX and burned in 1783. 
 
The only marker is a large obelisk enclosed by 
an iron fence. The obelisk was erected post- 
1920, after the U. S. Army acquired the land 
that is now Fort Belvoir. The area is clean and 
well maintained. W. H. Snowden recounts a 
visit to this site during the spring of 1894 in his 
book Some Old Historic Landmarks of Virginia 
and Maryland (3rd edition, 190(2). 

He writes: 
"In the wood near adjoining, rows of sunken 
mounds indicated the family burial place. A 
score of graves may still be counted, without 
stone or vestige of enclosure. The marble slabs 
which had marked the last resting-places of 
William Fairfax and Deborah, his wife, the first 
master and mistress, and which had remained 
intact until a few years before the war, had 
been sacrilegiously broken up and carried 
away.  

 
 

Cemetery #FX115 
Terrett Family Cemetery 

6363 Lincolnia Rd., Alexandria, Va. 
 
This small cemetery is located in the backyard 
and is surrounded by a 21' x 35' wrought iron 
fence. There is only one headstone and one 
fieldstone present. The current resident has 
lived here since 1929 and says that she 
remembers no other markers. A thick carpet of 
English ivy covers the site, which is otherwise 
not maintained. 

Local Cemeteries 

Cemetery #FX195 
Lacey's Hill Cemetery 

Located 500' west of Woodlawn Rd., 1/2 mile 
north of it's intersection with Richmond High-
way, Ft. Belvoir, Va. 
 
Fort Belvoir acquired this section of the base 
from the Lacey Family in the early 20th century. 
One half acre was set off as a family cemetery. 
It is unclear whose cemetery it is, but it seems 
likely it is the Lacey's. The area is heavily 
wooded and contains evidence of a few burials 
near the northeastern corner. There are 6+ 
grave sized depressions and a large obelisk 
shaped concrete structure (fallen on it's side) 
that could be a grave marker. The overall poor 
condition of the site makes close examination 
difficult. Further primary deed research is need-
ed to try to establish the identity of this site. The 
cemetery is overgrown and neglected. 
Surveyed 6/8/94 by Brian A. Conley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cemetery #FX086 
Triplett Family Cemetery 

On Leaf Rd., go 1/4 mile east of Telegraph Rd. 
then 80 yards south on Leaf Rd., Ft. Belvoir, Va 
. 
A 100' x 100' chain link fence surrounds three 
headstones and an undetermined number of 
unmarked graves. The MARY TRIPLETT stone 
is a beautifully cut marble headstone with a 
matching footstone. WILLIAM W. TRIPLETT's 
monument is a tall marble obelisk inscribed on 
front and back. Lt. WILLIAM TRIPLETT's stone 
is a marble military type marker with a dedica-
tion plaque on the back. A bronze S. A. R.   
medallion is planted by the military marker. The 
cemetery is neat and well maintained  
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Virginia Hills  
Elementary 
Early 1960’s 

Franconia 
Elementary 

Around 1946 

Old Photos ... 
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A Franconia Family on Peggy Springs Farm … continued 
by Holly Lynn Cole Keating 

     He traveled to many places and was at 
work many long months at a time.    My father 
was good to my sister and me in so many 
ways, but his first responsibility, no matter 
what he did, was to the Lord.  My father left 
Sharon Chapel to help build St. Mark’s Epis-
copal Church on South Kings Highway when 
he felt that this was what he was called to do, 
after a fire at Sharon Chapel. My father died 
in 1997 in Fernandina, Florida, where my par-
ents had moved for his job. 
 
     My father and Uncle John were best 
friends and loved to be together during those 
years of building and social times.  My Uncle 
John and my Aunt Jean Cole Harper lived 
also “just up the hill” from us on the edge of 
the old farm.  My Aunt, Jean Cole Harper 
Starry, now lives in her home on Franconia 
Road that my Uncle John Harper built back in 
the late 1940s. I am very blessed to have  
 

Aunt Jean in my life, and she and I have    
become especially close in our later years.   
My Aunt Jean worked for many years with the 
Red Cross as a switchboard operator in            
Alexandria.  She was a devoted wife to my 
Uncle John until his death when he was in his 
forties – now many years ago. Uncle John 
was a volunteer fireman in Franconia and 
worked as a carpenter for the government.   
 
     After many years of living alone after my    
Uncle John’s death, my Aunt married Roy 
Starry (Uncle Jack) and moved over near 
Mount Vernon.  My Aunt Jean, who I talk with 
weekly and visit with as often as I can, is still 
a very active member of the community in 
Franconia.   
 
     My sister Jeannie (who is named for my 
Aunt Jean) now lives in Marathon, FL with her 
husband Hammond and their three sweet, 
young daughters. Jeannie and I both went to 
Edison High School and then on to Radford 
University.  We have countless memories of 
Edison High School and growing up in the 
Franconia area. Highland Park Pool was our 
everyday place to have lots of fun with 
friends. 
 
     My in-laws were always wonderful to me, 
and embraced all of their large and extended 
family.  Mother Keating said to me one time, 
“I will always love and cherish whomever my 
children marry.”  She always accepted all of 
us “outlaws” and was a great supporter of her 
family as well as her constituents.  Many 
great times were spent at their home in   
Franconia, and many memories were made. 
 
     Larry and I live in Charlotte, NC, with our 
two boys, who are on the move - Brent 23, 
and Jake 18.  Larry has been with Reebok 
International for over 20 years.  We enjoy  

 
continued on Page 9 

Jean Cole Harper (Starry) with her niece 
Jeannie Cole in 1957 
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A Franconia Family on Peggy Springs Farm … continued 
by Holly Lynn Cole Keating 

living in Charlotte, and he has been able to stay here through the grace of God.  Brent is a technical 
guy and has graduated from The NASCAR Technical Institute, and will be working on car engines 
and anything to do with automobiles.  He is currently working at an engine specialty shop near our 
home.  Our son Jake is about to graduate from high school, and will go on to play college soccer on 
a scholarship at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  Jake has a keen sense for business 
like his dad.  Both our boys come back with us to visit Franconia and we recant memories as often 
as possible about our life there growing up. 
 
     I guess in summing up my life and memories in Franconia I can say, “What a great time!”   

Gladys Keating with her grandsons Brent and Jake in 1998 

We would love to hear from you …  
If you would like to give us your comments or send us a word or two, please con-
tact us by mail or email.               
 

Franconia Museum 
6121 Franconia Road, Franconia, VA  22310 
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     (Marjorie Harper Simms joined the Board of 
Directors of the Franconia Museum in March 
2014. She has lived in Franconia since she was 
two years old, first on Beulah Road and later on 
Gum Street with her husband, Joseph (Bo) 
Simms, who passed away in 2011. Marjorie 
volunteers at the Museum the fourth Monday of 
each month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Stop by and 
share either her or your memories of our 
hometown. If you are new to the area, Marjorie will 
share her memories and the Museum’s many 
displays. Here is her story in her own words.) 
 
     I was born in Mount Vernon, VA on August 11, 
1937. My mother, Marjorie Riley Harper, was born 
in Accotink, VA on October 31, 1909 and my 
father John C. Harper Sr., was born in West 
Virginia on August 6, 1899. I was one of eight 
children, brothers Vernon, John, Bobby, Luther 
and Joe and sisters Barbara and Faye. There are 
only three of us left: me, Joe and Faye. My father 
named me after my mother. We didn’t have much 
in wealth but we had love and respect. My father 
built our house on Beulah Road when I was two. 
We moved in and I lived there until I was married.  
 
     We all were Methodists and attended a little 
church on Beulah Road. Then I attended and 
joined Franconia Methodist Church until I 
transferred to Accotink Methodist Church where I 
attended as a child with my mother and 
Grandmother Riley and family. Bo and I were 
married at the Franconia Methodist on April 27, 
1957.   
 
     I attended and completed Franconia 
Elementary. In eighth grade I went to Mount 
Vernon High School through the 10th grade.  Then 
I transferred to the new Annandale High School 
and was a member of the first graduating class in 
1956. Bo attended Lee Jackson Elementary and 
Mount Vernon. My brothers and Bo all were 
volunteers at the Franconia Volunteer Fire 
Department. Bo, as I always called him, lived 
across from the Coast Guard Station on Old 
Telegraph Road with his mother Irene, father 
Joseph Simms and sister Patricia.  

      When I was 18, I met Bo. He was 19. I didn’t 
know him at the time but my brothers did. We met 
at the Franconia Carnival where he asked me to 
go to a ball game but the game was cancelled so 
we went to a movie at the Virginia Theatre in   
Alexandria.  Bo always said he won me at the 
carnival.  We continued dating and were married 
about a year later. My father had to go to Ward’s 
Corner to sign the papers so we could get      
married. You had to be 21 in Virginia in those 
days. My father and Ward Plaugher were great 
friends.  
 
     Bo and I first moved to Arlington, then to 
Springfield and then to Walhaven in Franconia 
where I still reside.  I worked for the Chief of    
Naval Operations at the Pentagon as a secretary. 
I was a Fairfax County bus driver for many years. 
I later was secretary for Bo’s construction      
business, J. L. Simms & Sons, Inc. While working 
at the Pentagon, we became the proud parents of 
a baby boy, Joseph L. Simms, Jr. (Larry) on Jan-
uary 15, 1959. What a joy! Larry later worked with 
his dad as vice president of the business. His dad 
taught him well. He married Annie Hall on the 26th 
of August 2005. They reside in Dale City where 
he had built a home. Larry has two step children 
and three grandchildren.  
 
     Then on September 22, 1961 we were 
blessed with a beautiful baby girl, Brenda Lee 
(Dad’s girl, always there for him). His shadow, as 
I said. Brenda married a wonderful guy, David 
Furr on June 25, 1983. David works for NCIS.  
We always said we had the best son-in-law ever. 
Brenda works for Prince William County Schools 
as a bookkeeper. They live in Manassas.  
 
     On March 23, 1986, Brenda and David       
became the proud parents of a baby boy, David 
Anthony Furr. He  graduated from Hilton High 
School in Prince William County and William & 
Mary College.  He is currently employed as a     
congressional campaign manager for the Demo-
cratic Party in Arkansas. On October 10, 1988,  
they became the loving parents of another boy,   

 

continued on Page 11 

 

 

New Franconia Museum Board Member   -  Margie Simms 
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Good Books about  

Local History   
 
 

This Forgotten Land: 
A Tour of Civil War Sites and Other  

Historical Landmarks   South of 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
and 

 
This Forgotten Land Vol. II 

Biographical Sketches Of Confederate 
Veterans Buried in Alexandria, Virginia 

 
By Don Hakenson 

 

Get your copy today by calling 
Don at 703- 971- 4984 

dhakenson@verizon.net  

Books Written By  
Our Board Members 

Michael Joseph Furr. He also graduated from 
Hilton, then George Mason University and is 
now a Prince William County Policeman.   Mi-
chael and his wife Amanda have a son born in 
May 2013.  
 
     Bo and I had a wonderful loving marriage of 
54 years. He was always smiling and joking 
around and loved going to the Franconia Lunch 
Bunch at Red Lobster with all his friends. He 
also enjoyed all the friends who visited him 
when he was sick, especially Sonny Wright 
who would come by every Tuesday and they 
would talk about the good times at the Franco-
nia Firehouse.  
 
     Bo had diabetes, and complications caused 
his heart to fail. He was in Hospice for seven 
months, sick for many years. He was happiest 
when he was with his family, especially his 
grandsons Mike and Davy. They were his joy. 
He was Poppy to them.  
 
     After a long battle his heart gave out with his 
family at his bedside. He went to be with the 
Lord on October 6, 2011, at home smiling and 
saying “I love you” all the way. He was such a 
loving husband, father and grandfather.     
 
      (The Board is so happy Marjorie has joined 
us in our effort to preserve Franconia’s wonder-
ful history. You can tell from her story that she 
is a special person who will help keep the spirit 
of community alive in Franconia).  

 

 

New Franconia Museum Board 
Member   -  Margie Simms … continued 

Bo and Margie Simms 



 

.  Page 12 Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.  

 

The Long Arm Of Franconia On The Internet And The  
“Franconia Museum’s” Page On Facebook and “I Grew Up In Franconia” 

 

 
Charlton Stewardson Franconia Museum 
 
I started looking through all of the posts and 
recognize so many names. I remember my mom 
mentioning the Pole Dance at Franconia when 
she was a little girl and my older sister 
remembers going to the Fitzgerald’s store with a 
note so she could pick up a pack of cigarettes. I 
lived on Potters lane across from Herb and 
Louise Potter. Moved away in 1988. What a great 
place to grow up! 
 
 
Bill Mapes When did you move to Potters Lane? I 
remember the Stewart's living across from the 
Herb and Louise Potter. The Greene's also lived 
between the Stewart's and the Potters. On one 
side of Potters lane was all Potter families the 
other side was the Shifflets, Stewarts and 
Greene's. I lived at the end of Potters Lane on 
Franconia Road in the Green house. 
 
 
Charlton Stewardson I lived right next door to the 
Shiffletts, My 6411 Potters Lane. My Grandfather 
Matt Stewardson built the house early 1940ish. 
My dad was Tom Stewardson. 
 
 
Bill Mapes Did you have a sister named Pam? I 
do remember your home now. Didn't it have a 
fenced in yard? Everything on that side of Potters 
lane is gone now. Some of the Potters are still 
there. You are right it was a great place to grow 
up. 
 
 
Charlton Stewardson Yea it was a chain link 
fence. My sisters are all under 50 and none 
named Pam. We were close in age to the Troy 
Shifflett Mable and jimmy's youngest Son. 

 

Bill Mapes I am 66, Twinkle and I were good 
friends. Gene Dunnick, Twinkle and I were good 
friends. Herbie Potter and I were fishing buddies. 
All three are deceased now and I do miss them. 
Franconia was much smaller than. 
 
Charlton Stewardson Yea ... I knew Twinkles 
Daughter Candy. She passed away a couple of 
years ago. I am 42. I remember the Greens and 
Stewart houses. At the top of the street across 
from the potters lived Mr Estes he was the uncle 
if Jeter Morris which is a cousin of mine 
somehow. Mable Shifflet lives in Standardsville 
and her husband Jimmy passed away years ago 
 
Bill Mapes Thanks, I knew about Mr and Mrs 
Shiflett. Mrs Shiflett has outlived two of her sons
(Twinkle & Larry) and a grand daughter. How sad 
and what a strong lady. A very nice family. If I 
recall...Twinkle (Jimmy), Lynn, Larry, Wayne and 
Troy. The youngest two probably don't remember 
me. 
 
 

 
My best Shirley Temple memory. Franconia 
Elementary School, Franconia, Virginia. I was the 
assistant to the teacher in charge of Audio Visual. 
I would help set up the Bell & Howell 16mm 
projector for the monthly movie. One movie day 
came and the teacher was out sick. I was called 
into the principals office and was told the movie 
was cancelled unless I could run the film by 
myself. Now anyone that knows me knows what 
my answer was. The movie was "Captain 
January." I fell in love with Shirley Temple that 
day and she remained my movie star crush until I 
was about 13 and saw Margaret O'Brien. That 
day was one of my greatest childhood memories. 
Seems like it was yesterday and it was over 60 

Woody Wise 

 
 
Thank you from the museum for 
continuing to talk about people and 
places in Franconia! 

This column is copied exactly as it       
was posted on Facebook … no      
corrections were made:  

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=514845323
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Franconia-Museum/111679702184115
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1758988062
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=514845323
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1758988062
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=514845323
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1758988062
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=514845323
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1758988062
https://www.facebook.com/woody.wise.7?hc_location=stream
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Cub Scout Pack 868    Bush Hill    About 1955  - 1956 

 

 

Everyone has a story to tell and we want to hear yours!  If you are  interested in sharing your   
stories with us, please email us at franconiamuseum@yahoo.com.  The Franconia Museum is 
also looking for artifacts, photos, and maps (gifts or loans) for future exhibits.  
  

Franconia Museum, Inc., is a 501 ( c) ( 3 )  
private community based  not-for-profit  organization.  

Taken In Front of The Franconia Fire Department 
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Ruby Virginia McClary Schurtz was born in 
Washington, D.C.  but moved with her mother, 
also named Ruby, to Franconia at an early 
age. Her mother's maiden name was Dove and 
she and her daughter and brother William  lived 
with Earl Dove on the section of Oakwood Road 
that is now known as South Van Dorn 
Street. Her mother worked full-time at the 
Torpedo Factory on the Potomac during World 
War II in Alexandria and young Ruby learned to 
handle the housekeeping and cooking chores at 
an early age. She attended Franconia 
Elementary School and graduated from Mount 
Vernon High School in 1949. She worked at the 
Pentagon and married William E.. 
(Brother)  Schurtz on Thanksgiving Day in 1949. 
The newlyweds lived on Oakwood Road until 
their dream house on Beulah Road was finished. 
There, Ruby was involved in community affairs 
through the local citizen's association, her home, 
her husband, her church and many friends. Ruby 
was a life-long member of the Franconia United 
Methodist Church where her friends gathered 
after the funeral for a reception of remembrance. 
Among those present was Margaret Welch, 
Ruby's long-time friend who had introduced her 
to Brother many years ago. Ruby and Brother 
were Lifetime Friends of the Franconia Museum. 

 

 

Obituary: 
  Ruby Virginia Schurtz, age 82, a lifelong resident 
of Franconia, VA and a retired federal government 
employee of the Secretary of the Navy at the 
Pentagon passed away on Thursday, January 30, 
2014. Mrs. Schurtz is the daughter of the late 
William McClary and Ruby V. Dove McClary Shaw 
and the beloved wife, of 52 years, of the late 
William E. Schurtz. Mrs. Schurtz is survived by her 
brother William A. McClary (Lucille) of Locust 
Grove, VA; sisters-in-law Maudy Schurtz of 
Woodstock, VA and Helen V. McClary of 
Alexandria, VA; nieces Debra E. McClary Bowling 
(William) of Unionville, VA and Shelley L. McClary 
Fink (Thomas) of Catlett, VA. She is also survived 
by two great nephews, one great niece and five 
great-great nephews. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  In Memoriam 

Ruby Virginia Schurtz 

He died in 2002 after 
a long and   distin-
guished leadership 
career with the Fran-
conia Volunteer Fire  
Department.   
 
 By: 
 Margaret Welch  
Carl Sell 

 

 

Ruby 
And 

Brother 
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 Buddy Hammersley, Jr.   

By Carl Sell 

 
 

 
 
 

     Buddy Hammersley, Jr.,  may have left his 
job as a paid fireman in 1959 for a more        
lucrative position as a bricklayer, but he never 
strayed far from the Franconia fire house. In 
fact, he laid bricks for the new facility on Beulah 
Street, just as his father had for the original   
station on Franconia Road. He also served as 
Chief from 1971 to 1976 and again in 1982 and 
1983.  
 

     Buddy passed away last November at his 
home in the Shenandoah Valley. In a          
commendable show of respect, Franconia Chief 
Tim Fleming and EMT Tammy Chau drove a 
state of the art pumper truck that currently     
answers calls to Strasburg, VA for the funeral. 
Buddy, who gave most of his life to serving his 
beloved Franconia Volunteer Fire Department, 
would have been deeply touched by the       
gesture. 
 
     Earlier, Buddy had helped recall and confirm 
stories for the Franconia Museum’s   Volume VII 
of its series of Franconia  Remembers book that 
traced the origins of the department from the 
little original building to the first-class operation 
that responds to community fires and calls for 
medical assistance. It is worth repeating that the 
volunteers raise most of the money necessary 
to equip both of the Franconia and Kingstowne 

stations. 

restored by former Franconian Ken Bacon, 
also from an active fire department family. 
 

     The truck, with Buddy at the wheel, had 
been involved in a wreck in 1965 near the 
GSA warehouse. It had been restored, altered 
and sold several times before Bacon and his 
father, Al, rescued it in Mississippi in 2003 and 
drove it to Pennsylvania to start a nine-year 
restoration effort. As a result, the truck Buddy 
saw in 2012 looked just like the one he had 
driven 40 years earlier.  Buddy brushed a tear 
from his eye as he was reunited with an old 
friend while surrounded by others with whom 
he had served.  The scene reminded all of the 
strong fraternity of firefighters who served 
Franconia in the early days. Now, the County 
boasts one of the nation’s top departments, 
thanks to the efforts of those volunteers.     
Today, the tradition continues at Franconia 
where there are scores of dedicated qualified 
volunteers serving alongside paid               
professionals    

 

     Buddy is survived by sister, Helen Louise 
Enzian of Mt. Airy, MD; daughter, Gayle A. 
Hammersley of Toms Brook, VA; sons, Rich-
ard S. Hammersley, III of Fort Valley, VA, and 
Thomas M. Hammersley of Woodstock, VA; 
grandchildren, Michael C, Nelson, Christi A. 
Manning, Joshua M. Hammersley, Jon T. 
Hammersley, and Emily Ann Hammersley; 
great-grandchildren, Morgan T. Nelson, Mi-
chael Hunter Nelson, Kyle M. Davis, Grayson 
A. Manning, Marykate Manning, Julia Grace 
Hammersley and Aston Blake Nelson. Prede-
ceased by his wife, Mary Ann Brill Hammers-
ley, mother and father, Helen Cornell and 
Richard Sydney Hammersley.    Burial took 
place in Riverview Cemetery in Strasburg.  

 

     Read more about Buddy and the other 
Franconia firefighter pioneers in Volume VII of 
Franconia Remembers. The book is on sale at 
the Franconia Museum, 6121 Franconia Road, 
Franconia, VA 22310 in the Franconia Govern-
ment Center on the site of the old fire house. 
The Museum is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Saturday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.   

  In Memoriam … continued 

     A year before his 
death, Hammersley 
attended the debut of 
the fire department 
book at the Museum’s 
2012 History Day   
program at, where 
else, the fire station. 
He and other veterans 
were surprised by the 
appearance of a 1962 
American LaFrance 
truck that had been  
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    In Memoriam … continued 

 Shirley was born on November 17, 1931 to Everett 
L. and Maude E. Dove.  She grew up in the Rose 
Hill area of Fairfax County near her grandparents’ 
dairy, Golden Hill Dairy (Wilton Woods 
Administrative Center).  
 
She graduated from Mount Vernon High School 
and went to work as a secretary at the Pentagon.  
She met her husband, Leighton Davis, at the 
Alexandria Country Market, and they flirted by 
throwing string beans at each other.  They were 
married on June 3, 1950 and moved to a remote 
area of Fairfax County, VA, also known as Makely’s 
Corner near Clifton.  They built a house at the 
intersection of Wolf Run Shoals Road and Clifton 
Road in 1951 and that is where she resided until 
her death. 
 
They purchased a country store at Makely’s Corner 
in 1957 and became the owners/operators for the 
next 20 years of the infamous “Davis General 
Store” which still bears their name. 
 
Since retiring from the Store, she filled her time with 
traveling—visiting all 50 states, Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and Mexico.  She loved to drive.  She drove 
the Alaska Highway.  Other interests included but 
were not limited to sewing; grandkids; gardening; 
quilting; Church work; crafts; FRIENDS & FAMILY 
(She was the caregiver for many of her Aunts & 
Uncles.); collecting (dolls, stamps, coins, anything 
old, etc.). 
 
The couple had two daughters:  Andrea Shimer and 
Linda Davis.  They had three grandchildren:  
Tabitha (Ben) Hoskins, Nicholas (Ashley) and 
Leslie Shimer and three great-grandchildren:  
Hope, Hannah, and Caleb Hoskins. 
 
She was predeceased by her parents, her infant 
brother, Leighton, her husband of 40 years; and her 
son-in-law, William Shimer, III. 
 
Addition:   Shirley Dove Davis grew up in 
Franconia and was a Founding Member of the  

Franconia Museum. Her obituary in the 
Washington Post cited her role in helping get the 
Museum started and the fact that she participated 
in numerous programs and activities at the 
Museum. Although she grew up in the house next 
to Mark Twain Middle School, she attended 
Groveton Elementary rather than Franconia 
because her neighbor drove a school bus to 
Groveton and Shirley rode along. She was active 
at the historic Sharon Chapel and was one of the 
members of the large Dove clan in Franconia.  Her 
cousin, Carol Dove Hakenson, serves on the 
current Museum Board of Directors.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

November 1, 1925 – March 25, 2014 
Resided in Alexandria, VA 
 
On March 25, 2014 of Alexandria, VA. Beloved 
wife of the late William E. Seymour; mother of 
Linda Searfoss (Dale) and the late Gladys Kearns 
(Ryland), Betty Jean Lloyd (Buzzy), and John 
Henry Seymour (Beth); sister of Edna Gorham; 
survived by 10 grandchildren, and numerous great
-grandchildren and great-great grandchildren. 
Relatives and friends may call at Jefferson Funeral 
Chapel, 5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 
on Sunday, March 30 from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 
p.m., where a funeral service will be held on 
Monday, March 31 at 1 p.m. Interment Mt. Comfort 
Cemetery.  

The Journey of Shirley Lee Dove Davis 
by Andrea Shimer 

Ruby Virginia Taylor Seymour 
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Born on 04/01/1950 
Departed on 12/12/2013 
Robert L. Wise  
Thomas A. Edison Class of 1968 
 
Resided in Spotsylvania County , Virginia  
 
Robert Lee Wise, 63, of Spotsylvania County 
passed away Thursday, Dec. 12, 2013 at his 
residence. Mr. Wise was an amateur radio 
operator and liked astronomy. He had worked for 
EOIR Tech.  
 
Survivors include his wife of 15 years, Fonda M. 
Wise of Spotsylvania; mother Helen Wise of 
Fredericksburg; step-sons Stan Miles and 
William Ryckman of Spotsylvania; brothers 
Ronald D. Wise of Fredericksburg and Woodrow 
Wilson Wise Jr. of California; grandchildren 
Kayla Ryckman, Chance Ryckman, Mackynzie 
Ryckman and Anita Presser; and nieces and 
nephews Laura Wise, Tony Wise, Nicole 
Morales, Tiffany Wise, John Wise Jr. and 
Michael Wise; great nephews Prince Morales 
and Kingston Morales  He was preceded in 
death by his father, Woodrow Wilson Wise Sr. 
and brother John Wise Sr. 
 
A memorial service will be held at 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 19  at Covenant Funeral Service, 

Fredericksburg. In lieu  
of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made 
to his granddaughter, 
Kayla Ryckman Trust 
Fund at any Bank of 
America location. 
 
 
Carl Sell --    
Bob grew up on 
Franconia Road in the 
house near Ridgeview 
Drive that was Wise’s 
country store years ago. 

 
Have a Memoriam 
 
 Please Email To  
 
 

sellcarl@aol.com 
or 

debbiwilson@yahoo.com 
 

He attended both Franconia Elementary and 
Edison High School. Friends remember him on 
his motorcycle on Franconia Road and making 
contact from home via CB Radio. He later spent 
much of his leisure time fishing on the Potomac 
River near Colonial Beach and telling his fellow 
CBers about how they were biting, among other 
things. He loved astronomy, science and 
electronic communication devices. His CB 
handle was "Gum Bar Bum." 10-4, Good 
Buddy from your friends in Franconia. His 
Franconia home place recently was torn down 
and replaced by a new house. See the pictures 
on page 3 in this edition of Historic Franconia 
Legends.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROBERT LEE WISE 

    In Memoriam … continued 
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             2014 Franconia Current Friends 

 
 

 

Alexandria Library 

Sandra Ackley 

Dave Amik 

Nancy Anwyll 

Betty Barnett 

Connie Beatty 

Virginia K. Beck 

Gale Bernatz 
Mr. & Mrs.G. J. Bierer    

Joan & Doug Borden 

Virginia Bresnahan 

Ruby Calkins 

Fred Cline 

Richard DiBuono 

John & Terry Faith 

John Faith, Jr. 

William Faith 

Tim & Joy Fleming 

Herb Fowler, Sr. 

Norma Galloway 

Chuck Garbers 

Lawrence & Dianne Gilley 

Ethel Gorham  

Raymond Gorham 

Michael Hahn  

Billy Hakenson 

Mary Hakenson 

Gayle Hammersley 

John Haskins 

 

 

Shirley Hatton 

Marlene Herrling 

Jennifer Higham 

Georgia & Terry Hill 

Jane Hilder 

Jack Hiller 

Richard P. Hudson 

Dinky & Connie Huffman 

Leonard Jackson, III 

Richard Jefferies 

Elizabeth D. Johnson 

Joe & Bobbi Mae Johnson 

Daniel Jones 

James & Nita Jones 

Mike Kalis 

Barbara Keck 

Gene & Audrey Kelley 

Ed & Rosemary Kley 

Gordon Kromberg 

Fred & Laura Landon 

Aimee & Nathaniel Lee 

Gary & Kandi Lee 

Leonard Levine 

Loren Family 

Lawrence Lyles 

Lewis & Winifred Lyles 

Barbara MacDonald 

Helen McClary 

Edna Mitchell 

 

Our apology if we missed 
your name … please let us 
know and we will add you 

to the next publication! 

 

Kiirk & Karen Moberley 

Thelma Jean Oliver 

Bill & Cassie Parker 

Larry & Marge Peard 

Michael & Virginia Rauer 

Karen Perkins Royall 

Robert Scrimshaw 

Karen & Margaret Seitzinger 

Carl & Martha Sell 

Bob Sherman 

Marjorie Simms 

Ron & Chris Simms 

Mary Evelyn Smith 

Doug & Suzi Stanton 

Kathryn Ogden Talbert 

Ann Via 

Bob Warwick  

Debbi Wilson 

Sonny Wright 

Jim & Peggi Woodard 

Bob & Joyce Young 

Shirley Zurek 

javascript:void(0)
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Business Founding Friends 
 

Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell 
 & Don Hakenson 

Kaplan, Inc. 
Lindner Family Foundation 

Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson  
& Gregg Dudding 

Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman 
Sheehy Ford  

 
Lifetime Friends 

 
Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander 

Vikki  S. Beaty 
Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco 

John Briar, III 
Charlotte Brown 

Thomas & Peggy Brown 
Bill Cooke 

Bob & Peggy Cooke 
Kenneth Curry 

Fairfax County Historical Commission 
Charlie Fenimore 

Ann Marie Gardner 
Judy Tharpe Hutchinson 

Laurel Grove Baptist Church 
Honorable Jeff McKay 
Bob & Marcia Moon 

Cary Nalls 
William Poppe 
Tom  Sachs 

Bernice Schurtz 
Honorable Mark Sickles 

Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms 
Jean Starry 

Marjorie Bagget Tharpe 
Donna Poppe-Wagner 

Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker 
Helen R. Wise 

Ron Wise 
 
 

 

Founding Friends 
 

Olander Banks 
Sky Phillips Beaven 

Daniel & Marcia Brown 
Shirley Dove Davis 

Gregg & Debbie Dudding 
Lynn Fitzgerald 

Phyllis Walker Ford 
Paul & Johna Gagnon 
Clemens S. Gailliot Jr. 

Peter Gentieu 
Don & Carol Hakenson 

Bob Heittman (In Memory Of) 
Andy & Jane Higham 

Honorable Gladys Keating 
Dan  & Rita Kuntz 

Sue Patterson 
Betty & Arthur Nalls (In Memory Of) 

Ruby Schurtz 
Daniel Everett Simms 

Everett (Tom) Simms, Jr. 
Don & Jacqueline Walker 

Homer & Ruth Glover Weller  
 

Lifetime Business Friends 
 

Jefferson Funeral Chapel 
 

Event Sponsors  
 

Both Sides Tours – Carl Sell & Don Hakenson  
Dove Heating & Air Conditioning 

Five Star Carpet 
Jone Boaz – Avon 

Laurel Grove School 
Mosby Tours – Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding 

Martin & Gass 
Nalls Produce 
Roy Rogers 

Sherman Properties – Steve Sherman 
 

Business Friends 
 

Dove Heating & Air Conditioning 
James Rice, Attorney 

 
 

Franconia Museum Friends 

 

The Museum Now Has A Book Listing All Our Current Friends in the museum ... 
Not Sure If You Renewed … Check Out The Book! 

Our apology if we missed your name … 
please let us know and we will add you 

to the next publication! 



  

We’re on the Web! 
www.franconiamuseum.org 
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Congressman Jim Moran 
Delegate Mark Sickles 
Supervisor Jeff McKay 
Honorable Gladys Keating 
Honorable Joe Alexander 
Honorable Dana Kauffman 
 

Jim Cox (Pub Co-Editor) 
Carol Hakenson 
Cary Nalls 
Steve Sherman 
Margie Simms 
Sonny Wright 
 

Senior Advisors: 
Marge Tharpe  
Don Walker 
Margaret Welch 
 

Webmaster:  Jim Sapp 

   2014  Board Of Directors: 
    President:   
             Carl Sell  (Pub Co-Editor)  

    VP for Administration:   
            Debbi Wilson  
   VP for Education:   
           Phyllis Walker-Ford 
   VP for  Historical Activities:   
            Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor) 

    Secretary:   
             Judy Hutchinson 
    Treasurer:   
             Jane Higham 

 

   ***   We Are Open   *** 
 

 Museum Hours Are 
 

Monday - Tuesday  - Wednesday  - Saturday 
 

 10:00 a.m.  -  2:00 p.m. 
 

Remember … contact us at   
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com  

 
and set up a time with Carl Sell, Sonny 

Wright or Don Hakenson … tell them your 
story of your Franconia remembrances.  

Delores Comer         Debbie Dudding        
Gregg Dudding        Johna Gagnon         
Bob Heittman           Dan Kuntz 
Rita Kuntz                Andy Higham           
Jenee Lindner          Marcia Moon               
Betty Nalls               Sue Patterson            
Edith Sprouse          Christine Tollefson     

Jacqueline “Jac” Walker  

Past Board Members 

Honorary Directors: 

Directors: 

 
    
 
 
   
 
 
 
   In the 1920’s and 1930’s Route #1 was a country road, not a commercial 
avenue. The PENN-DAW MOTOR HOTEL was one of the first motels in 
the nation and advertised itself as having a “first,” in that the original units 
each had attached garages for complete drive-in accommodations. 

DID YOU KNOW ... 

Newsletter Editor:  Debbi Wilson 

Old Groveton Dairy Farm 


