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States of America, and was an advisor to 
George Washington, a friend and 
neighbor. Johnston served as 
Washington’s legal advisor and was a 
member of the Virginia House of 
Burgesses, as one of two representatives 
from Fairfax County. The other was 
George Mason, author of the Virginia 
Resolves that formed the basis for the 
first ten amendments to the United States 
Constitution known as the Bill of Rights.   
 

     And if that wasn’t enough, Johnston 
was the mentor for Patrick Henry, 
clearing the way for the fiery orator to 
present his Stamp Act Resolutions of 
1765. Noting the absence of the House’s 
conservative leadership, Johnston quickly 
moved that the body resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole. Henry, who had 
only been a member nine days, 
seconded the motion. It carried, allowing 
Henry to introduce and have adopted the 

continued on page 4 
 

   

 

   Two hundred and fifty years ago, 
George Johnston purchased 167 acres 
along Dogue Run and, according to 
historic records, began constructing a 
country estate known as Belvale. It was 
finished by the time Johnston died three 
years later in 1766. The house, although 
somewhat altered, still stands on private 
property at 7701 Telegraph Road.  
 

     The Franconia Museum is involved in 
a second effort to get Belvale listed on 
the Virginia Landmarks Register and the 
National Register of Historic Places. In 
January 1992, Virginia’s Department of 
Historic Resources turned down an 
application for Belvale. Upon recent 
further review, the Museum Board thinks 
the house under Johnston‘s ownership 
did not receive an adequate rating as to 
its level of local/regional/state/ or 
national significance. In fact, Belvale 
received the lowest points available on 
the scale. 
 

     The Museum Board has reviewed the 
application and determined to reapply on 
Belvale’s behalf. The Museum also 
questions the fact that although the 
rating for rarity of property and resource 
type was high, the rating for quality and/
or rarity of design and workmanship was 
extremely low. The Museum notes that 
the house contains the original wood 
floors and staircases as well as the 
support beams for the entire structure. 
 

     Also, the Museum will argue that 
Johnston was an extremely important 
figure in the formation of the United  Home of George Johnston [Johnson]  

circa 1760 



 

 

     

     Stop by the Museum on the second Tuesday of each month for our Franconia history 
talks over coffee and donuts. If you have lived in Franconia for a while, share your         
recollections with us. If you are a newcomer, come and learn about the area and ask   
questions of the old-timers (at least in length of residence!). The discussions start at 10 
a.m. and last until the memories fade and the questions are answered, at least for that day. 
Long-time Beulah Road and Franconia resident Sonny Wright is there every Tuesday. Don 
Hakenson joins the group on the second Tuesday prepared to talk about Franconia in the 
Civil War. And, since he grew up here, Don is an expert of Franconia and the early days of 
Edison High School. Other members of the Board of Directors of the Museum will be there, 
trying to get a word in edgewise between Sonny and Don! If you are like me, you need to 
mark the dates on the calendar so you won’t forget. Upcoming dates are April 9, May 14, 
June 11, July 9, August 13, September 10, October 8, November 12 and December 10. If 
you are on our e-mail list, we’ll send you a reminder. Sign up as a member and give us 
your e-mail address.  If you have a favorite snack, bring it along to share with the group. 
Our first gathering in February produced several lively discussions, including several at the 
same time in different parts of the Museum. 
 

      Plan a trip to the Museum as friends visit you for the summer, especially those who 
once lived here and moved away.   We are open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and    
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Call any of the Board of Directors to arrange a group visit at 
any time. 
 

      We are planning the re-enactment of Mosby’s Rose Hill Raid on Saturday, September 
28, exactly 150 years to the day after the actual event. Keep in touch with the Museum for 
information about this event. We already have the re-enactors for the capture of Colonel 
Dulany in place as well as the fabulous Carter Gospel singers that were such a hit at our 
Civil War show in 2011.      
  
  You can keep up with our activities online at Franconiamuseum.org.  
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Carl Sell 

President’s Message ... 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
 
To all our “Renewing Friends” … in an effort to save on expenditures, we are currently 
not sending thank you letters for “renewing” friends.  We thank you for understanding 
and we want all our renewing friends to know we "THANK YOU for continuing to be 
a Friend and Supporter of the Franconia Museum."   If you do need something 
besides your cancelled check, please add a note when renewing and we will be glad 
to help you.  



Franconi a Mueum Web Page Has  Moved  
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 Franconia Museum 12th Annual History Day 

Commemorating Mosby's Rose Hill Raid    
A Civil War Sesquicentennial Event to the Day!  

 

       Saturday, September 28, 2013 -  12 p.m. to  5 p.m. 

Witness the reenactment of John Singleton Mosby's raid at 
the Rose Hill Manor House where he captured Colonel 
Daniel F. Dulany, aide to the governor of the 
"Reconstructed" State of Virginia appointed by President 
Lincoln. Mosby had set out to capture the governor, Francis 
Pierpont, in Alexandria,  but the governor was away visiting 
Lincoln in Washington City. So, he made his way to Rose Hill 
and captured Dulany instead. One of Mosby's raiders was 
Dulany's son, French. Although the Rose Hill House no 
longer is there, Dulany will be captured at the exact spot 
where it stood! 
  
Hear stories about Mosby and the 
Dulany’s from local historian and 
Mosby expert Don Hakenson. Listen 
to the words of Ann Frobel, who lived 
nearby and kept a detailed diary of 
events in Franconia during the Civil 
War. 

  
Food provided by the Rose Hill PTA.  

There will be re-enactors, stories and exhibits! 
  

 

 

The reenactment of the Raid will take 
place on May Boulevard at High 
Noon. Program to follow at Rose 
Hill Elementary School. Make plans 
to attend this reenactment of an 
historic event right here in our own  
community as portrayed on the Civil 
War Trails marker on Rose Hill Drive 
at the John Marshall Library.   

HOLD 
THE 

DATE 

John Singleton Mosby 

Colonel Daniel F. Dulany 

Rose Hill House 
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resolutions that became the opening salvo in our 
battle for independence.  Although the Stamp 
Act later was voided by the King of England, the 
die had been cast in the American colonies for 
the Revolutionary War, victory and the formation 
of a new nation. Johnston’s son, George, Jr., 
was an aide-de-camp to Washington during the 
Revolutionary War for a short time before dying 
of camp fever in May of 1777.  Upon Johnston’s 
death, Washington himself succeeded him in the 
House of Burgesses  
 

     George Johnston of Belvale was a leader in 
the formation of the ideals that produced the 
United States. He was mentioned numerous 
times in Washington’s memoires, including 
instances of Johnston representing him in a 
court case involving the purchase of two parcels 
of land contiguous to Mount Vernon. He also  

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.   

Belvale … continued 

                                                                                                                                                 by Carl Sell 

Books Written By Our Board Members 

served as a trustee of Alexandria and had a 
house there that still stands at 224 South Lee 
Street. Previously, he had practiced law in 
Winchester, where Washington used his law 
office when plotting surveys in the area. 
Johnston also was a judge in Fairfax County.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Belvale—Current Day 

   

         Good Books about Local History   
 

This Forgotten Land: 
A Tour of Civil War Sites and Other Historical  

Landmarks  South of Alexandria, Virginia 
 

and 
 

This Forgotten Land Vol. II 
Biographical Sketches Of Confederate Veterans  

Buried in Alexandria Virginia 
 

By Don Hakenson 
 

Get your copy today by calling 
Don at 703- 971- 4984 
dhakenson@cox.net  

mailto:dhakenson@cox.net
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Gravel Pits in Franconia 
                                                                                                                                                                                  by Carl Sell 

 
    Editor’s Note: This story is about the     his-
tory of gravel pits in Franconia. It deals mostly 
with location and operation. The Franconia 
Museum hopes to include        recollections of 
life during the gravel pit era (those we can 
print!) in a forthcoming edition of our series of 
books called ‘Franconia    Remembers.” If 
you have a story about your experiences in 
the gravel pits, please let us know. And re-
member, this is a family      publication!   
 

     For decades, farming was a way of life in 
Franconia. The land produced food for the 
table and money to pay for family needs. That 
was true through the Civil War, two World 
Wars, Reconstruction, theDepression, the 
discovery of electricity and the automobile. 
Things that were grown on the farm added to 
the bounty. What was   hidden below the sur-
face would produce a revolution in the way 
local landowners viewed their property. 
 

     Every farmer in Franconia was aware of 
the sand and gravel that lurked under the   
topsoil. All they had to do was try to dig a   
basement, or, in the “real” old days, a privy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The going was tough once you hit the gravel, 
rocks and the sand that surrounded it. Only 
after World War II, when economic growth  
took off in the Washington, D.C. area, did 
some begin to realize they were sitting on a 
new way of providing for their families.     
 
     The geological formations under some of 
Franconia produced much of the aggregate, 
as it is known in the industry, to build the 
concrete buildings, bridges and roads that 
began to spring up like weeds in the     
Washington area. Beginning in the late 
1940s, much of the material used to        
construct new federal buildings, the Capital 
Beltway, the original Woodrow Wilson Bridge 
and the early office buildings in Rosslyn,  
Tyson’s Corner and downtown Washington 
came from Franconia.  
 

     For the most part, landowners leased their 
properties to large concrete, construction 
and trucking companies that competed for 
the right to extract the precious sand and  
 

continued on Page 12 

 
 

Walhaven  
Gravel Pit 

  

1920s – 1930s  
  

Photo Contributed by  
Mary Ellen Smith 
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“The Mays Of Rose Hill” 
by Carl Sell 

     Rose Hill has a long and storied history 
reaching back to Revolutionary days when the 
Frenchs of Franconia counted the Washingtons 
and Masons as family friends. During the Civil 
War the manor house was the subject of a 
famous raid by Confederate John Singleton 
Mosby. Until the 1950s, important local families 
either lived or visited there. 
 

      The last owner of Rose Hill was Robert Lee 
May, owner of the Alexandria, Barcroft and 
Washington Transit Company. May and his 
wife, Lula Barr May, bought the 60-plus acres 
and the house from George W. Peverill in 1937. 
The land previously was owned by Edwin 
Montgomery West, whose grandson, Dave, 
would later become the president of the civic 
association representing owners of the houses 
built on the land. The Mays would own the land 
until the 1950s when it was sold and subdivided 
into the large community that exists today.  
 

     The Mays moved into the manor house that 
had been built to replace the original house that 
burned in January 1895 because of an 
overheated chimney. The house was located on 
a bluff overlooking the valley that provided a 
view across the Potomac River to Maryland. 
That view remains today from the backyards   
of homes built on the cul de sac of May 

Lula and Robert May  
Photo Courtesy Of The Family 

Boulevard. Also remaining are twin silos that 
served the Mays’ dairy farm. They were 
incorporated into a community center that was 
built in the 1950s.        
 
      In the early 1940s, a young man from 
Franconia named Joseph Alexander would 
deliver the Washington Times Herald and the 
Alexandria Gazette to the Mays’ front door, 
riding his bike up a long lane from Franconia 
Road that was bordered by a white fence and 
rose bushes. A little more than 20 years later, 
Alexander and his bride Davie would buy a 
house and start their family in the new Rose Hill 
community as Joe began a 32-year career as 
the Lee District member of the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors. 
 
      Jay Johnson, the great grandson of R.L. 
May, recalls the house had an elevator in the 
foyer so his great grandmother, who was 
confined to a wheelchair, could use both levels 
of the house. Johnson also recalls herding 
cows with his great grandfather during a 
snowstorm in the 1940s. He provides a visual 
description of the road flanked by rose bushes 
that led from Franconia Road to a circular 
driveway in the rear of the house.   
 
     In 1921, the Mays started what would 
become a bus company connecting all of 
Northern Virginia to Washington by the 1960s. 
On the first trip, from Columbia Pike to 
downtown, they had one customer and he paid 
15 cents for the ride. Robert May was the 
president and regular bus driver for the 
company. Lula May was the secretary and part-
time bus driver. They had two children, a son 
Beverly and a daughter, Alice. 
 
     Before starting the business, May worked as 
a streetcar motorman in the District of 
Columbia, was a member of the D.C. police 
force and served on the White house detail for 
the Secret Service during the administration of 
Woodrow Wilson.     

continued on page 7 
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       Tragedy struck the May family when Robert 
and Lula’s grandson, Robert L. May II, and his 
bride, Elizabeth, were murdered by a hitchhiker 
near Boys Town, Nebraska, in August of 1947. 
The younger May was the son of Beverly and 
Virginia May. He and his wife were returning 
from a motor trip to Colorado when they were 
killed. They were traveling in a 1946 Chrysler 
owned by his grandparents. Both of the younger 
Mays worked for A.B.&W, Robert in public     
relations and Elizabeth in purchasing. She was 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Piele of    
Alexandria.   
 

      The bodies of Robert and Elizabeth were 
found in a corn field by two young boys on their 
way to work. Although his wallet and his wife’s 
pocketbook were missing, identification was 
made through a license issued to May’s     
grandmother that was found in his pocket. The 
blood-stained Chrysler was found in nearby 
Omaha a few hours after the August 27         
discovery of the bodies. Two young AWOL    
soldiers were arrested but their fingerprints did 
not match any of those in the car. The Mays 
were killed by a .38 caliber handgun. The       
following spring, authorities interviewed a Colo-
rado inmate on death row but were convinced 
he was not the killer of the Mays. 
 

     In December of 1948, Charles E. McCelland, 
19, signed a statement admitting he had killed 
the Mays and elected to plead guilty to second-
degree murder rather than face a trial for first-
degree murder. He was sentenced to life in   
prison. At the time of his arrest, the former     
carnival worker was serving a two to three-year 
sentence in Colorado on a bad check charge. 
 

     In the early 1950s, Robert May decided to 
turn the operation of the bus company over to 
his son Beverly, retaining the title of Chairman of 
the Board. Beverly was president of the compa-
ny.  Robert and Lula also sold Rose Hill about 
the same time and began to spend their time in   
Inverness, Florida. During their careers, A.B. & 
W. employees referred to May as the “Captain” 
and Mrs. May as “Mom”.  

“The Mays Of Rose Hill” … continued 
by Carl Sell 

     At the time of Robert May’s death in 1962, A. 
B. & W served 17 million riders annually. It be-
came part of the Washington Metropolitan 
Transit Authority system in 1973. Metrorail and 
Metrobus now total more than 400 million riders 
per year. Joe Alexander represented Fairfax 
County on the Metro Board for 23 years and 
served four different stints as its chairman. 
 

     Lula May died five months after her husband. 
Beverly May died in 1972. 
 

 NOTE: See the picture of the house the Mays 
lived in on the cover of Volume IV of Franconia 
Remembers, the museum’s series of books 
about the area. Inside is a rundown on the com-
munity of Rose Hill as well as a brief history of 
the original farm. Also, read all about the life of 
Joe Alexander in Volume V of Franconia Re-
members. Both books are on sale at the Muse-
um or online at Franconiamuseum.org.      

Both Photos Courtesy Of The “Star “Collection 
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“Franconia: Then and Now” 

                                                                                                                                                                    by Carl Sell 

 The Franconia Museum is pleased to be   
chosen to display a hand-drawn map of the 
Greater Franconia area by artist Nathaniel C. 
Lee that blends both modern and historic 
landmarks into a document that graphically 
depicts centuries of the history of our       
community, some visible and others from long 
ago that are now invisible but deserve to be 
remembered.  
 

Lee is a young man who attended  Franconia 
Elementary and Mark Twain Middle School 
while living in Green Meadows. He later 
moved to New Charleston and graduated 
from Lee High School. He currently works 
with a county animal rescue group and at-
tends classes at George Mason University. 
He has produced this outstanding map of our 
area despite being afflicted with cerebral pal-
sy since he was a child.    
 

His enthusiasm for the project is manifested 
in this remarkable accomplishment. He was 
motivated by reading Don Hakenson’s book 
“This Forgotten Land,” a graphic tour of vari-
ous historic sites in Franconia, as well as the 
works of Waterford, Virginia mapmaker Eu-
gene M. Scheel. The map uncovers the roots 
of Franconia all the way back to Colonel        

Times. And now, as Nathaniel says “They 
are marked for you!” 
 
Nathaniel says he has been surprised by the 
enthusiasm his effort generated among   
family, friends and those long-time residents 
he interviewed in an effort to make sure he 
included as many landmarks as possible. 
We here at the Museum know you will be 
impressed with his work. Stop by and take a 
look.  
 
 Prints of the map are available for purchase. 
They are 18 inches by 24 inches, slightly 
smaller than the original that is on display at 
the Franconia Museum. The cost is $30.  
Order forms are available at the Museum or 
contact the artist at ncareylee@gmail.com or 
703-350-2104.  

 

 

 

Nathaniel C. Lee 

     I received my copy of "Franconia              
Remembers", volume 7, the history of 
the Franconia VFD, today in the mail.  It 
was so much more than I expected.  I 
spent more than half of my 30 year     
career at Station 5, being assigned there 
4 times, the last time for 13 years.  I was 
very surprised to find my name in the 
rolls, as well as that of my wife.  Some of 
my fondest memories involve a lot of the 
names and pictures in this book.  
 

Thank you very much for the hard work    
involved and for the quality of the fin-
ished product. 

 
Yours, 

 
Tim Walker 
Stafford, VA 

Website Guest Book Entries 

mailto:ncareylee@gmail.com
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The Long Arm Of Franconia On The Internet And The  
“Franconia Museum’s” Page On Facebook 

Check out the Franconia Museum’s Facebook page where you can catch up with old 

friends and neighbors and share a wonderful story or picture!    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I leave tomorrow (Tuesday, March 12, 2013) for Franconia, Virginia (just outside of Alexandria) to vis-
it my mother for her 92 birthday. This will be a bittersweet trip. It will be the last time I will be in the 
home that has been in the family for over 100 years. The property was on the front of my great grand-
fathers dairy farm. He gave one acre to my father when he married my mother. He made it into a 
home and I grew up there with my three brothers. We have now sold it to move my mother closer to 
my brother Ron in Fredericksburg. The top picture is how it looked as an old store on Franconia 
Road. The bottom two pictures is what it looks like today. 
 
 
 
 
 
         Then 
 
 
 
 
          and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Now 

November 25, 2012, 3:50 pm, EST | Craig Stroud Dalton  
  

First, Andy Higham was my cousin. A great guy was he. I am saddened to learn of his 

passing in March 2012. My Dalton family have deep roots there as many beloved kin and 

friends call      Franconia home. I was born and raised there. I was born 67 years ago 
when my family was living on Franconia Road. We are related to the Highams and Coles. 

Please keep up the good work of preserving Franconia historical records and memories. 
Thank you. 

Woodie Wise: 

https://www.facebook.com/ci_partner/iframe.php?app_id=233589305519&btn_up_url=http%3A%2F%2Fl.yimg.com%2Fa%2Flib%2Fpim%2Fr%2Fabook%2Fassets%2Fmd5%2Ffb_48x70_7382831ffa12e2eb7d3e96be6ca5c784.png&parent_url=http%3A%2F%2Fus.mg1.mail.yahoo.com%2Fdc%2Flaunch%3
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We’re looking for your articles, pictures, and stories.  
Please send or email them to us 

 

Franconia Museum 
6121 Franconia Road 
Franconia, VA  22310 

 

Or 
 

franconiamuseum@yahoo.com 

 

Are You In This Picture?   We are still looking for the names of everyone …  if you 

know who they are, please contact Debbi Wilson at debbiwilson@yahoo.com 
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BOTH SIDES TOUR X 

Civil War Sesquicentennial Event 

GETTYSBURG: ON THE HALLOWED GROUND  
 
 
We’ll cover the epic three-day battle in one day as only the Both Sides Tour can do it! The first 
stop will be at McPherson’s Ridge to cover the fighting on the first day, July 1, 1863. Then it’s 
on to Culp’s Hill to discuss a crucial battle on the Second Day. Following lunch at General 
Pickett’s Buffet, we’ll view the exciting Cyclorama at the Visitor’s Center, then return to the   
Hallowed Ground for a stop at Little Round Top for another important Day Two encounter where 
Brigadier General Gouverneur Warren saved the day for the Union. View the Wheat Field and 
the Corn Field, sites of other important battles. The final stop in the Union Lines will cover the 
decisive event on Cemetery Ridge where Confederate General Armistead’s Brigade was 
stopped by a furious Union counterattack. Finally, we’ll visit Seminary Ridge where the        
Confederates’ artillery barrage set the stage for the fateful Pickett’s Charge on July 3, 1863 that 

ended the battle.   

            
Saturday, April 20, 2013 

Sponsored by the Franconia Museum 

 
 

SPECIAL ADDED ATTRACTION 
 

At the High Water Mark of the Confederacy, you’ll learn the identity of some of the hand-
ful of Southerners who reached the Union lines with General Armistead and tried to turn 
captured cannons on their adversaries only to be stopped by a deadly assault by a de-
termined group of Union Reserves. Armistead was mortally wounded and the others 
were either captured or wounded or both. Among the Confederates was a private who 

would become Carl Sell’s great uncle.    
 

 

 

Contact: 
 Don Hakenson at 703-971-4984 or dhakenson@cox.net 

Carl Sell at 703-971-4716 or sellcarl@aol.com 

             Ben Trittipoe at 703-530-0829 or btrittipoe@verizon.net               
 

Start the day at 8 a.m. with coffee and donuts at the Franconia Museum, 6121 Franconia 
Road. Board a comfortable rest-room equipped motor coach for the trip to Gettysburg.  Along 
the way, we’ll discuss the leaders and trace the routes of the two armies to Gettysburg,     
setting the stage for the Civil War’s most decisive battle. On the way home, we’ll discuss the 
ramifications of the battle’s aftermath and position both armies for the continuation of the 
war. This tour will take a little longer than usual Both Sides tours.  Hear vignettes along the 
way 

COST: $100.00 Each. Includes Bus Ride, Buffet Lunch (including gratuity) and a Snack Card 
to spend on the way home, as well as all entrance fees. 

mailto:dhakenson@cox.net
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gravel that was being gobbled up by the builders. 
Franconia became a collection of gravel pits 
where there once had been rows of corn, 
vegetable gardens, and horses for both work and 
pleasure amid a quiet country atmosphere. 
Instead, the steam shovels and bulldozers clawed 
at the earth and the trucks rolled by on nearby 
roads built for much less traffic.   
 
      Today, most people would not recognize the 
areas that once were working gravel pits. 
Residential, office and retail development as well 
as parks have taken the place of the pits. 
Examples are the residential and commercial 
areas of Kingstowne and Manchester Lakes. Also, 
communities such as Lansdowne, Amberleigh, 
Franconia Commons, Van Dorn Village, Brookland 
Estates, Loftridge, Wellington Green, and Fleet 
Industrial Park were once gravel pits.  The new 
Wegman’s at Telegraph and Beulah is rising on 
what once was part of a sand and gravel 
operation. Lee District Park, Beulah Park and 
Franconia Park were sand and gravel extraction 
sites before being purchased by the Fairfax 
County Park Authority using citizen approved long-
term bonds (mortgages).  
 
      The largest sand and gravel-mining operation 
was in the Kingstowne-Manchester Lakes area. All 
of the current houses and commercial areas are 
situated on former extraction sites. Kingstowne, for 
example, was built on what was known as the 
disturbed area while remaining trees were left 
intact. Manchester and its neighboring 
communities generally were built on land 
reclaimed from sand and gravel operations. One 
of the first was operated by Bill Clem on land 
where Fleet Industrial Park is now located. There 
were pits between the railroad tracks and what is 
now Springfield Forest as well as the property on 
which Springfield Mall was built.  In those days, 
Franconia generally was located, at least in 
people’s minds, as being between Telegraph 
Road on the east, Springfield on the west and the 
intersection of Beulah Road and Telegraph on the 
south. Newington and Accotink were neighbors on 
the south with Alexandria on the north.   

     There were a number of operators in the 
Kingstowne area, the largest of which was North-
ern Virginia Sand and Gravel, which operated in 
tandem with Virginia Concrete. Clarence Jones, 
George Dodd, Marshall Gorham, Addie Tyler and 
others were involved in the area. At the corner of 
Beulah Road and Telegraph Road was the Gailli-
ot property, the site of a poultry operation during 
World War II, then a gravel pit, then a landfill and 
now a burgeoning commercial center with a golf 
course built on the landfill. What is now Beulah 
Park was an extension of the large mining opera-
tion in that area of the original intersection of 
Beulah Road and Hayfield Road.      
 

     Vera Gorham recalls that most of the opera-
tors, including her husband Marshall, mined the 
gravel and then sold it to trucking companies who 
hauled it to the construction sites. Many of the 
drivers came from as far away as Piney River, 
about halfway between Charlottesville and 
Lynchburg. Some were relatives of Cockeye and 
Kirk Campbell, who lived there before they 
moved to Franconia and started hauling gravel. 
Vera says the drivers would stay in a big house 
near the intersection of Hayfield Road and Beu-
lah Road during the week and go home on week-
ends. A popular spot for dining was Arrington’s 
Store and Restaurant at the same intersection. 
Much of the property there was owned by 
Charles Arrington, after whom the street between 
Beulah and Manchester Drive is named. 
 
     Lester Dove recalls gravel pits on both sides 
of South Van Dorn Street. On the west was the 
area now developed as Van Dorn Village and 
Runnymeade. On the other side a road led back 
to where Brookland Estates is today. Lester says 
gravel also was mined where Franconia Baptist 
Church is located. He should know as he worked 
at many of the operations. Northern Virginia Sand 
and Gravel mined a large area behind what is 
now Clermont Park.     
 
When the Virginia portion of the Beltway was built 
in the late 1950s and 1960s, much of the gravel 

 

continued on page 13 
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Gravel Pits in Franconia … continued 
                                                                                                                                                           by Carl Sell 

 came from what was known as the Kronish Borrow 
Pit located between what is now Monticello Woods 
and the railroad, just a stone’s throw from the 
actual road. After the original four-lane Beltway was 
built, the Virginia Department of Transportation, as 
it was known then, sold the land to the Fairfax 
County Park Authority and it was named Franconia 
Park.  Later when the Beltway was widened to eight 
lanes, more gravel was needed so a deal was 
struck to allow VDOT to extract more gravel in 
exchange for restoring the land and building the 
original fields and parking lots.  

 
     The area of Lee District Park covered by playing 
fields also once was a gravel pit. Like Kingstowne, 
the treed area of the park did not contain gravel 
and therefore was left in its natural state. A 
phenomenon called “marine clay” lurks below the 
surface in a large part of both areas, so mining was 
not an option. The clay shrinks and swells 
according to the water table and, as developers 
and the County learned, is not a good place to dig 
for gravel or build structures without extensive 
subterranean pylons and/or retaining walls. The 
County bought what is now Lee District Park at a 
bankruptcy auction.     
   
     Joe Alexander grew up on Beulah Road and 
there were few, if any gravel pits in the 
neighborhood when he was in high school. He went 
away to what is now Virginia Tech in 1947 and it 
seemed to Joe that by the time he finished college 
there were gravel pits everywhere.  Just over a 
decade later, after a tour of duty with the Air Force 
in Korea, he would represent Franconia on the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and be in the 
center of a controversy about how to control the 
expanding pits.   

 
Gravel pits were beginning to threaten nearby 
homes and farms. Les Dorson, who had  moved 
into Walhaven and become a community leader, 
saw the need for the establishment of some 
controls over the gravel operations.   As Joe 
remembers, people were scared their homes were 
threatened as the pits began to close in on property 
lines. “There were cases  of a 25-foot or more drop 

at the edge of people’s property,” Joe said. “We 
had to put a stop to that.” 

 
     Working with other members of the Board such 
as John Parrish and Herb Harris from Mount 
Vernon, Happy Bradley from western Fairfax and 
Chairman Fred Babson, Joe was able to put 
together a Natural Resources Ordinance that 
established setbacks from the property lines and 
restoration of the mined area. Joe credits Les for 
his work in organizing area citizens to help 
convince the Board of Supervisors to adopt the 
ordinance. Les’ community efforts are 
memorialized by a plaque on a huge rock from a 
nearby gravel pit that stands in front of the 
Franconia Governmental Center.   
 
    Most long-time residents of Franconia and the 
Beulah Road area spent many hours of their 
youth in the gravel pits, playing, courting, partying, 
biking (both pedal and motorized) and other 
activities. Some even went swimming in the ponds 
located in what is now Kingstowne Park.  
 
(In addition to Joe Alexander, Vera Gorham and 
Lester Dove, information for this article came from 
Marge Tharpe, Margie Simms, Sonny Wright and 
Margaret and Lyn Welch). 

Left  to right 
Bob Westmoreland and Lester “Les” Dorson 
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Diane Glenn Burgess, age 
78, passed away on Sunday, 
January 20, 2013, in 
Annapolis, MD.  

 

Diane is survived by her 
husband, Mike; her sons 
Raymond Henry Symanski, Jr. 
(Katherine) and Jeffrey 
Howard Symanski (Laura);  
her 7 grandchildren, Annabel,  

 Lelle, Emma, Henry, Nick,   Ashley, and Cassie; 
and many beloved nieces, nephews, cousins,   and 
friends. She is predeceased by her parents Howard 
Glenn King and  Emma Kathie Higham and 
husband Raymond Symanski, Sr. 

 

Born in Washington, D.C., and raised in Arlington, 
she resided in Franconia much of her life before 
moving to Edgewater, Maryland. Diane graduated 
from Washington-Lee High School in 1952. Bright 
and energetic, she was a successful real estate 
entrepreneur, secretary and treasurer of Burgess 
Custom Builders, Inc., accomplished swimmer, and 
talented artist. She was a hardworking Republican, 
campaigning and serving as Chairperson of the 
Colonial Women's Club. Her joy was her family and 
friends - riding horses with her dear friend Carolyn, 
talking with grandchildren, laughing with family.  
 

Services were held at Jefferson Funeral Chapel on 
Friday, Jan. 25, 2013, at 2 p.m, with burial following 
at Pohick Church. 
 

Diane was a Friend of the Franconia Museum and 
wrote the Higham family history which  appears in 
Volume II of Franconia Remembers. 
 — Jane Higham 

 
One of the last things Diane did despite her illness was 
to renew her membership in the Franconia Museum. She 
loved Franconia and was an important source of 
historical knowledge of the area. She was a gracious 
hostess at her beautiful home. I admired her for her 
support of her ailing mother some years back. Another 
Angel to look over Franconia and our Museum. 

 

  — Carl Sell    

 

 

 

  In Memoriam 

Diane Glenn Burgess  Patricia Jo  “Pat” Toler 

 

 

At the family’s request, 
there was no official 
obituary published.  I 
knew Pat from high 
school and then all 
these years later I 
ended up working with 
her at Fairfax County in 
the same department. 
The family lived off 
Valley View Drive in 
Franconia.   She was a 
wonderful person and 
loved by all who knew 
her. 
 

 - - Debbi Wilson 
 

In Loving Memory 
Patricia Jo Toler 

August 31, 1955  -  February 14, 2013 
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Have a Memoriam 
Please Email To  

 
debbiwilson@yahoo.com 

 
 Mildred Marie Cooper Facchina   

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday, October 26, 2012, Mildred Marie 
Cooper Facchina passed from this life to be 
with the Lord. Mildred was born February 23, 
1916 to Fred and Annie Cooper in Joplin, VA. 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 
46 years, Dante V. Facchina. Beloved mother 
of Dante D. of Ladera Ranch, CA, Ronald V. 
of Franconia, VA, Linda O'Sullivan of Lamar, 
MO, Eileen M. Brown of Tappahanock, VA, 
and Janet E. Conrad of Haymarket, VA. She 
is survived by 16 grandchildren and 25    
great-grandchildren. She was a long time   
resident of Franconia and a former member of 
both Franconia U.M.C. and the Ladies      
Auxiliary of the Franconia Fire Department. 
She later lived in the Northern Neck of VA, 
where she was an active member of Coles 
Point U.M.C. Relatives and friends may call at 
Jefferson Funeral Chapel, 5755 Castlewellan 
Drive, Alexandria, VA on Wednesday,        
October 31, 2012 from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. 
Funeral services at Jefferson Funeral Chapel 
on Thursday, November 1, 2012 at 10 a.m. 
with interment to follow at Columbia Gardens, 
3411 Arlington Blvd., Arlington, VA. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made in her honor 
to Capital Caring Hospice. 

  In Memoriam … continued 

May 4, 1931 – December 7, 2012 
 

Ruth Marie King Harper passed away   
peacefully in her sleep on the morning of De-
cember 7, 2012, in her home on Beulah 
Street in Franconia, VA.   She was preceded 
in death by her beloved husband, Vernon L. 
Harper, in 1966. 
 

Ruth is survived by two children, Wayne Har-
per and his wife Janet, and Sharon Shrader 
and her husband Mike; five       grandchildren, 
Shannon Shrader, Brandi Harper, Amber Har-
per-Kiser, Shawn Harper, and Michael Har-
per;  and a number of    great-grandchildren. 
 

Ruth was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on May 
4, 1931, the only child of Edna H. and James 
M. King.  The family moved to her father’s 
hometown of Franconia when she was only 
two years old.   Ruth married Vernon Harper, 
a Franconia native, in 1949, and they raised 
their family on Beulah Road. 
 

In 1956, Ruth became a  bus driver for     
Fairfax County Public Schools.  For the next 
33 years she drove hundreds of Franconia 
children to school and back home each day, 
and then took the children of some of those 
children back and forth as well.  She was   
well-known and loved by many as their bus 
driver and friend. 
 

Ruth and Vernon were very active in the  
Franconia Volunteer Fire Department, and 
she was a lifetime  member of the Ladies  
Auxiliary.   In April 2006, 
Ruth  shared her  life sto-
ry and some photos  
which can be seen in    
Franconia Remembers –
Volume III, published by 
the  Franconia Museum, 
Inc. 

Ruth Marie King Harper  

 

javascript:void(0)
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    In Memoriam … continued 

 March 17, 1926 - February 15, 2013 
 

Frances left this life on February 15, 2013 to be 
united in heaven with her Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Frances was preceded in death by her best 
friend and beloved husband of 61 years, Ernest L. 
Staples, Sr. She left this world in the home he built 
for her while surrounded by her loving family. 
 

Frances was a life-long Baptist starting her 
membership in Christ's church at the old Beulah 
Baptist Church (now Calvary Road) on Beulah 
Street in Franconia, where she sang in the choir 
and brought her first baby, Gail, when she was only 
six weeks old.  She was a member of the Franconia 
Baptist Church, which she has attended for over 50 
years. She was a choir member, Sunday school 
teacher and a faithful worker for any cause. 
 

She is survived by her five children: Gail Ewing and 
husband, Wayne, of Yorktown, VA, Ernest Staples, 
Jr., of Surfside Beach, SC, Roger V. Staples and 
his wife, Linda, of Mason Neck, VA, Mark Staples 
of the home residence, and Tara Aaron and 
husband, Aaron, of Hatteras Village, NC; four 
grandchildren: Ernest Staples, III, Heather Ewing 
Ritter, Jordan Aaron and Shane Aaron; three great-
grandchildren: Jayda Staples, Kyle Staples and 
Dylan Staples; a brother John Rogers and his wife, 
Mary Etta of Chesapeake; a sister, Anna Dobson of 
Wilmington, NC. 
 

Frances was well loved and sought out for her wise 
counsel. She will be sorely missed. She was a 
remarkable woman of faith who lived and believed 
in 2 Timothy 4:7 "I have fought the good fight. I 
have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and 
not only me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing." 
 

Frances was a longtime 
Museum Friend and wrote 
up her family history for 
Franconia Remembers, 
Volume I. 

 

   

Frances Marie Staples 

DOES YOUR GROUP NEED A SPEAKER? 

Invite the Franconia Muse-
um to tell its  story at the 
next meeting  of  your   or-
ganization, School, Civic, 
Business, Service, Frater-
nal or just a large group of 
friends. The presentation is 
free, but we do warn you 
that we will bring along our 
books to sell!  We have 
many, many stories to tell 

about Franconia and the surrounding area and 
will include some that happened right at your  
doorstep. To schedule please contact: 
 
 Carl Sell at sellcarl@aol or 703-971-4716 
 

 Debbi Wilson at debbiwilson@yahoo.com  
 

 Judy Hutchinson at judykbs@aol.com   

 
Not on our mailing list?   

 
Want to become part of  
our growing family …   

 
contact us  at  

 
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com   

 
to find out how to become  
a  friend of the Museum  
or call Steve Sherman  

at 703-971-7700 
on how to become a   
business sponsor of  

the museum. 

mailto:sellcarl@aol
mailto:debbiwilson@yahoo.com
mailto:judykbs@aol.com
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Congratulation to one of our Board Members … our President Carl Sell 
on this fine review of his book  

“Thank God He Survived Pickett’s Charge” 

This book is a narrative of the service of   
Private James Farthing (CSA) who was 
wounded at Gettysburg and faced Pickett’s 
infamous charge. The book was written by 
Farthing’s great-grandson, who spared no  
effort to uncover the details of his ancestor’s 
military service and his life after the war. 
 

Farthing was wounded in the thigh during 
Pickett’s charge but continued to fight until 
he witnessed his comrades dying and real-
ized they were about to be overrun. Only 
then did Farthing seek to retreat. The book 
recounts his recovery and return to service. 
 

He later learned that one of his friends, J.W. 
Whitehead, had lain on the battlefield       
severely wounded and writhing in pain for 
two days when he was finally captured.    
Following his recovery, Farthing later        
returned to fight at Chester Station where he 
was wounded once again. Farthing survived 
the war only to meet his fate in a railroad   
accident 20 years later. The book provides 
great detail about the accident that resulted 
in his death. 
 

The book is chock full of photos and maps 
that contribute to the story and diary entries 
that contain anecdotes that make the story 
concise and help bring the characters to life. 
Sell includes dialogue from conversations 
between his ancestor and others that reveals 
conflict and underscores the trials and     trib-
ulations the soldiers experienced. His   re-
search takes the readers into the throes of 
battle and into the prison camps. 
 

But Sell doesn’t stop with Farthing’s story.  
He also includes information about other  

individuals and what happened to them in the 
years following the war. 
 

Sell’s tale also includes little known facts of the 
war including the controversial wedding of 
Pickett who married soon after the defeat of 
Gettysburg which met with the  consternation of 
his demoralized troops who wondered how the 
general could be off enjoying himself while his 
men nursed their wounds and mourned the loss 
of their friends. Sell’s attention to detail pro-
vides a glimpse into the lives of the soldiers ex-
ploring the morale and their needs as they 
faced shortages. 
 

This book is an excellent resource and tells a 
compelling story that is a must have for any 
Civil War enthusiast. It is well written and the 
research is superb. 
 

Title: “Thank God He Survived Pickett’s Charge” 

Author: Carl L. Sell, Jr. 
 

-Book Review by Michael Williams 
 

If interested, you can purchase this book at the   
museum or  http://carlsell.wordpress.com/ 

http://carlsell.wordpress.com/
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             2013 Franconia Current Friends 

 

Alexandria Library 

Sandra Ackley 

Dave Amick 

Paul Andrilenas 

Nancy Anwyll 

Betty Barnett 

Connie Beatty 

Virginia Beck 

Jean Blevins 

Joan & Doug Borden 

Sara & Nick Bracco 

Virginia Bresnahan 

Diane Burgess 

Ruby Calkins 

Virginia Carter 

Floyd Cline 

Margaret Cooke 

Jim & Kris Cox 

Richard DiBuono 

Judith Fillmore 

Tim & Joy Fleming 

Chuck Garbers 

Lawrence & Dianne Gilley 

Lynne Gomez 

Ethel Gorham  

Michael Groeneveld 

Mary Katherine Hakenson 

Billy Hakenson 

Richard Hammersley, Jr. 

John Haskins 

Shirley Hatton 

Mary Lou Henry 

Michael & Virginia Rauer 

Sandra Saulter 

Frank & Vivian Scott 

Robert Scrimshaw 

Carl & Marti Sell 

Karen & Margaret Seitzinger 

Jeff & Sharon Sheldon 

Marjorie Simms 

Mary Evelyn Smith 

Patricia Stoffel 

Charles Swisher 

James E. Twining, III 

Robert Uhler 

Wayne Wakefield 

Kathy Weaver 

Lyn & Margaret Welch 

Debbi Wilson 

Sonny Wright 

James & Connie Young 

Bob & Joyce Young 

 

Non-Profit Friends 
 

Franklin Davis 
Bonnie Jones 

Paul Kohlenberger 

Our apology if we missed 
your name … please let us 

know and we will add you 
to the next publication! 

 

 

Marlene Herrling 

Jennifer Higham 

Georgia & Terry Hill 

Letty Holden 

Richard Hudson 

Richard Jefferies 

Elizabeth D. Johnson 

Linda Jordan 

Leonard Jackson, III 

Joe & Bobbie Mae Johnson 

James & Nita Jones 

Linda Cooke Jordon  

Mike Kalis 

Lynda Kandul 

Barbara Keck 

Gene Kelley 

Ed & Rosemary Kley 

Fred & Laura Landon 

Kandi & Gary Lee 

Milton W. Lee 

Oliver & Julia Lee 

Dr. Leonard Levine 

Helen McClary 

Barbara MacDonald 

John & Marion Milstead 

Edna Mitchell 

Martin & Patricia Nilson 

Bill & Cassie Parker 

Steve Patchan 

Catherine Scott Pearson 

Gwen Hall Pearson 

Robert Pearson 

javascript:void(0)
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Business Founding Friends 
 

Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell 
 & Don Hakenson 

Kaplan, Inc. 
Lindner Family Foundation 

Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson  
& Gregg Dudding 

Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman 
Sheehy Ford  

 
Lifetime Friends 

 

Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander 
Vikki Beaty 

Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco 
John Briar, III 

Charlotte Brown 
Thomas & Peggy Brown 

Bill Cooke 
Bob & Peggy Cooke 

Kenneth Curry 
Fairfax County Historical Commission 

Charlie Fenimore 
Ann Marie Gardner 

Judy Tharpe Hutchinson 
Dan  & Rita Kuntz 

Laurel Grove Baptist Church 
Honorable Jeff McKay 
Bob & Marcia Moon 

Cary Nalls 
William Poppe 
Tom  Sachs 

Bernice Schurtz 
Honorable Mark Sickles 

Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms 
Jean Starry 

Marjorie Bagget Tharpe 
Donna Poppe-Wagner 

Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker 
Helen R. Wise 

Ron Wise 

 

 
Founding Friends 

 

Olander Banks 
Sky Phillips Beaven 

Daniel & Marcia Brown 
Shirley Dove Davis 

Gregg & Debbie Dudding 
Lynn Fitzgerald 

Phyllis Walker Ford 
Paul & Johna Gagnon 
Clemens S. Gailliot Jr. 

Peter Gentieu 
Don & Carol Hakenson 

Bob Heittman (In Memory Of) 
Andy & Jane Higham 

Honorable Gladys Keating 
Sue Patterson 

Betty & Arthur Nalls (In Memory Of) 
Ruby Schurtz 

Daniel Everett Simms 
Everett (Tom) Simms, Jr. 
Don & Jacqueline Walker 

Homer & Ruth Glover Weller  

 
Lifetime Business Friends 

 

Jefferson Funeral Chapel 

 
Event Sponsors  

 

Both Sides Tours – Carl Sell & Don Hakenson  
Dove Heating & Air Conditioning 

Five Star Carpet 
Jone Boaz – Avon 

Laurel Grove School 
Mosby Tours – Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding 

Martin & Gass 
Nalls Produce 
Roy Rogers 

Sherman Properties – Steve Sherman 

 
Business Friends 

 

James Rice, Attorney 
Dove Heating & Air Conditioning 

 

 

Franconia Museum Friends 

  Check It Out …  
The Museum Now Has A Book Listing All Our Current Friends in the museum ... 

Not Sure If You Renewed … Check Out The Book! 

Our apology if we missed your name … 

please let us know and we will add you 
to the next publication! 



  

We’re on the Web! 

www.franconiamuseum.org 

Page 20 
Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.   

     

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

     

   

 
   

     

 

    

 

 
           

 

 

 

     

 

Congressman Jim Moran 
Delegate Mark Sickles 
Supervisor Jeff McKay 
Honorable Gladys Keating 
Honorable Joe Alexander 
Honorable Dana Kauffman 

Jim Cox (Pub Co-Editor) 
Carol Hakenson 
Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor) 
Rita Kuntz 
Dan Kuntz 
Cary Nalls 
Steve Sherman 
Sonny Wright 
 

 

Senior Advisors: 

Marge Tharpe  
Don Walker 
Margaret Welch 

Webmaster:  Jim Sapp 

   2012  Board Of Directors: 

    President:   
             Carl Sell  (Pub Co-Editor)  

    VP for Administration:   
            Debbi Wilson  

   VP for Education:   
           Phyllis Walker-Ford 

   VP for  Historical Activities:   
            Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor) 

    Secretary:   
             Judy Hutchinson 

    Treasurer:   
             Jane Higham 

 

   ***   We Are Open   *** 
 

 Expanded Museum Hours Are 
 

Monday - Tuesday  - Wednesday  - Saturday 
 

 10:00 a.m.  -  2:00 p.m. 
 

Remember … contact us at   
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com  

 
and set up a time with Carl Sell, Sonny 

Wright or Don Hakenson … tell them your 
story of your Franconia remembrances.  

Delores Comer         Debbie Dudding        
Gregg Dudding        Johna Gagnon         
Bob Heittman           Andy Higham           
Jenee Lindner          Marcia Moon               
Betty Nalls               Sue Patterson            
Edith Sprouse          Christine Tollefson     

Jacqueline “Jac” Walker  

Past Board Members 

Honorary Directors: 

Directors: 

 

 

 
 

Newsletter:  Debbi Wilson 

Franconia Family Cemeteries 
 
 

Cemetery #FX034 

Devers/Tyler Family Cemetery 

Located behind 6248 Lewin Dr., Alexandria, Va. 
  
Access is across the power line right-of-way behind this address. An 
old wire fence surrounds this small cemetery. Several large cedars 
and one oak tree shade the area. A low 8' x 10' pipe fence with   
marble corner posts encircles markers 9 and 10 below. The         
cemetery is clean and well maintained. 
 
 

 
   Cemetery #FX120 

Pullman/Struder Family Cemetery 

5918 Telegraph Rd., Franconia, Va. 
 
This small cemetery is on a triangular shaped lot and contains an 
undetermined number of burials. A 10' x 20' brick border has been 
installed around the three existing headstones and one marble     
corner marker. Daffodils and annuals have been planted inside the 
border. All three headstones have been broken in half. The cemetery 
is clean and well maintained. 


