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“FIRST LADY OF FRANCONIA” - Clara Agnes Bradley Walter
“One cannot continue to plow in the
same old rut.” “Many times my hip
pockets were dragging, but I enjoyed
every phase of my life and work.”
These quotes depict the hard work and
involvement of Clara Walter when she
and her husband, James, and daughter,
Joyce, moved to Franconia in 1938.
Both Clara and James were born in
Alexandria, Virginia.
Clara Agnes
Bradley was born October 4, 1909, and
James Robert Walter was born on
November 1, 1906. The couple became
husband and wife on March 2, 1927.

She organized the first Circles (group
meetings in members homes) in the
1950’s when they were part of the
WSCS. She became a great business
and salesperson for the church. The
building fund for the present church on
Franconia Road grew with sales of
vanilla, brooms, baskets, and many,
many boxes of Jello.
Clara sold
everywhere, which was not accepted by
some who considered her to be “a
money changer in the temple.”
Daughter Joyce recalls picking up
newspapers in her wagon every
Saturday for the building fund. Joyce
also recalls there was a cake made to
sell every day.

When the family moved to Franconia,
they felt as many do that it was like a big
Clara fondly remembers bringing the
family. This writer can attest to this as I
pump
organ by truck to the grounds of
was fortunate to be a part of it. My
the
new
church foundation on Franconia
mother, Ruby Cooke, referred to Clara
.Continued on page 3
Walter as the “First Lady of Franconia”
as she was very involved in every phase
of church and community growth. Over
the years, Clara and James were never
complacent; they spearheaded many
church and community projects in
Franconia.
Clara was reared a Catholic and it
was not until after her mother passed
away that she joined the Franconia
Methodist Church, as she thought it to
be the friendliest church. The church
was located on Beulah Road. She
served four years (1951-54) as
president of the Franconia Methodist
WSCS (Women Society of Christian
Service) now known as United
Methodist Women, and nine years as
Treasurer.

Clara and Daughter Joyce Cotton
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Presidents Message ...

New Board Members
We are pleased to welcome Debbie Altman and Carol Hackenson to our Board of Directors. Debbie and
Carol have worked with us as volunteers for several years. They are committed to preserving the history of
Franconia and have rolled up their sleeves to work on many occasions.
New Museum Space
In October 2004, the County Board of Supervisors approved $50,000 to renovate the Old Franconia Tax Office for the Franconia Museum. In past issues we have talked about transforming the space to showcase
Franconia History, including the design work and anticipated opening. Construction has finally begun!!!
We look forward to moving into the space this spring. The $50,000 from the Board of supervisors will only
cover the renovation costs of the space. The Museum will have to provide funding for the furnishings, including display cases.
Spring Cleaning
If you are Spring cleaning, downsizing or just organizing, remember the Museum is looking for photos reflective of Franconia in the 30’s, 40’s or 50’s or even earlier. If you have any, we would like to copy them and
display them in our collection. Also, if you have artifacts that are part of Franconia History, please let us
know.
Thanks for Your Support
We thank ALL of our SUPPORTERS for your generous contributions to date. We are an all volunteer Board
and your contributions help us put on our History Programs throughout the year. THANK YOU, THANK
YOU.
See you at our GRAND OPENING!!
Sincerely,

Phyllis Walker Ford

New Friends (2006)
Joe Alexander
Virginia K. Beck
Bob & Peggy Cooke (Lifetime)
Ellen F. Earhart
Levelle Dupell
Richard Hammersley
Thomas & Naomi Hatch
Jack Hiller
Dinky & Connie Huffman
Vernon H. Nelson
Donna Lathe
Phyllis Penick
Patricia Scott
Ed Trexler
Gladys Keating (Founder)
Doug & Joan Borden

New Non-Profit Friend
Calvary Road
Baptist Church

History Day Sponsors - Continued
Steve Sherman
Sherman Properties, Inc.
Hilltop Golf Course

$1000.00 Matching Donation
Kaplan, Inc.

Five Star Carpeting
Manchester Lakes

Paul & Johna Gagnon

Guy Thrift
Minuteman Press

History Day Sponsors

Sue Patterson

Sam Gass, Jack Lane, &
Jane Peregoy
Martin & Gass, Inc.

Phyllis Walker Ford
Don & Carol Hakenson

Jefferson Funeral Chapel, Inc

Gregg Dudding
Delores Comer
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Franconi a Mueum Web P age Has Moved

“FIRST LADY OF FRANCONIA” - Clara Agnes Bradley Walter
Continued from cover page ...

Road for a sunrise service in 1947. She also
recalls the purchase of a new organ (more Jello
sales), and pledges from neighbors for a
window or a bench.
James made nameplates identifying the church
donors. He also filmed the ground breaking
and other significant events of the church
Franconia was also a family based
community beyond the church. Both James
and Clara were active in the Franconia
Volunteer Fire Department. Clara served as
Ladies’ Auxiliary President for five years.
During that time, there were many stubborn
brush fires in the area, including all of present
Springfield. Many fires were sparked from
passing trains. Upon notification of a fire, the
ladies would immediately gather to make
sandwiches and prepare drinks which they
delivered to firemen at the site.
Together,
Clara
and
James
were
instrumental in starting the Franconia School
PTA in 1939-40, separating school related
activities from the Community Civic League.
They were active in many school projects
including the kitchen (before the cafeteria), and
the clearing of land for school playground
equipment.
In 1941, the Walters purchased Ashland, a
121-acre farm on Beulah Road. In the late
1940’s, they subdivided most of the farm and
named the new development “Walhaven.” Clara
named the streets: Walhaven Drive (after the
family),
Joyce Road (for their daughter),
Clames Drive (a combination of Clara and
James,) Briarmoor Lane (lots of briars), and
Edgewood Drive (edge of the woods.)
Meanwhile, James was President of the
Franconia Men’s Club. It was later voted to

change the name to Franconia Methodist Men
(now known as Franconia United Methodist
Men.). He also served on the church Board
of Trustees. Those visiting the Torpedo Art
Center in Alexandria will find his picture in the
showcase—he was the youngest master
mechanic at the Torpedo Plant during World
War II. James spent many active years in the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF),
having served as Noble Grand in the local
lodge, State Grand Master, and twenty years
as International Sovereign Grand Treasurer.
The Walters moved back to the city of
Alexandria at 2252 King Street in 1972, but
retained their membership in the church and
their love of Franconia.
Note: This article (revised) appeared in the
Franconia
United
Methodist
Church
newsletter, The Chimes, in May 1992, an
interview by Jac Walker on March 17, 1992.
James, Clara and Joyce have passed away
but they definitely left their legacies in this
community.
October 2005
(On file with Franconia Museum)
Jacqueline “Jac” Walker

Not on our newsletter
mailing list?
Contact Jim Cox at
703-971-7943 to find out how
you can become a friend or
business sponsor of the
museum.
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Famous Franconians:

WINNIE WALKER SPENCER

Winnie Walker Spencer was born in Franconia,
Virginia. We wish to honor her as she celebrates her
98th birthday on March 22, 2006. She is the only surviving member of her immediate family and enjoys good
health. She currently lives in Clifton, Virginia with her
niece, Phyllis Walker Ford and her husband, Clifton
Ford. Winnie had made her home on Walker Lane in
Franconia which is now a development known as Metro
Park. A neighbor, Arthur “Buddy” Nalls was the builder
of her brick home and he fondly remembers Winnie’s
homemade loaf of bread every week. Buddy’s mother,
Mattie Nalls, and Winnie were very good friends.
Her grandparents, William and Georgianna Jasper
were freed slaves who deeded one-half acre of their
land to the Mt. Vernon School district in 1881. The Jaspers, along with their neighbors, built the one-room
school located on Beulah Road, so that African American children in Franconia could be educated. Education
was stressed by her parents, Maurice and Georgianna
Winnie & Geneva
Walker and grandparents at an early age, so it was never a question as to Winnie’s future or to her four siblings,
Dumont Sr., Van Dyke Sr., Alma and Geneva. Her father, Maurice Jenkins Walker, was known as
“Jinks” to his many friends in Franconia and was highly respected by all who knew him. Winnie’s
sister, Geneva Walker Jones, also an educator, passed away on September 16, 2005. She was
born November 19, 1910 and was the youngest child. She retired from teaching at Wilton Woods
School in 1977, after forty-two years in the classroom which she, like Winnie, was passionate about
helping to educate her students for the future.
After her retirement, Geneva and Winnie decided to travel and see as much of the United
States as possible. Most trips were by bus and done during the summer months. After a few
years, they decided to try flying and taking a cruise on “a big ship.” Geneva enjoyed both; Winnie
gave up flying after the first trip.
Winnie was one of four educational trailblazers honored by the Fairfax County Branch of the
NAACP at their 60th Annual Freedom Fund and Awards Banquet on October 15, 2004. It was held
at the Double Tree Hotel, Falls Church, Virginia. All four of them had been educators in Virginia,
three in Fairfax County. The others were George Felton, Charles Price and Claiborne T. Richardson. (George Felton and Charles Price were teachers at Luther Jackson High School when Phyllis
Walker was a student there). Winnie proudly displayed her perfect attendance certificate for 1916.
Winnie was truly an inspiration to so many for her contributions and encouragement as an educator
to young people over the years. She was often quoted to say “get an education and everything else
will fall into place.”
It was also “Aunt Winnie” who encouraged me to capture in writing the history and stories from
the Franconia families. She repeatedly said to me “Write it down, Write it down!” This was the encouragement I needed to get involved with the Franconia Museum.
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Famous Franconian:

WINNIE WALKER SPENCER

continued …

Winnie had to walk to the train every day to travel from Franconia to Washington, D.C. to
attend Armstrong High School. She could not let her friends at school know that she did not live
in the city. From high school, she went to St. Paul’s Normal School, Lawrenceville, Virginia and
on to Virginia State College in Petersburg, Virginia where she earned a B.A. teaching degree.
She received her Master’s Degree from New York University.
Winnie taught for almost 40 years in elementary schools in Fairfax and Prince William County’s. She taught at Woodlawn Colored School at Fort Belvoir, Virginia and in Dumfries, Gum
Springs, Vienna, and Bailey’s Cross Roads. She taught in segregated schools during her entire
career. In the early years, she taught in two-room schools with potbelly stoves. She and her students made the fire, and often cooked soup or stew for lunch. She and her students endured
many hardships. These included second hand books, little or no transportation for “colored” students and little county support for the schools. Parents and teachers provided what was needed
so that students could receive a proper education. Winnie visited student’s homes and helped
parents fill out administrative forms and other documents as required by the County. She remembers classroom visits by Superintendent W. T. Woodson and Supervisor Emma Moore. In
her early years of teaching, one of the requirements of Fairfax County Public Schools was to
complete a specified class each summer, which was not a requirement of the white teachers who
were required merely to read a book.
The one-room school has been refurbished and is now the Laurel Grove School museum.
Phyllis Walker Ford is the president of the school’s board of directors. She has been actively involved in creating a history lesson about the school that her ancestors helped build to educate
African American Elementary students, which was operated from 1883 – 1933. If you have a story, a book, diploma, picture, article of clothing, a family photograph, anything pertaining to Laurel
Grove or other local African American schools, please contact Phyllis Walker Ford, Laurel Grove
School Association, 6551 Loisdale Ct, Suite 900, Springfield, Virginia 22150 (703-502-0941).
It is very fitting that this museum exists during Aunt Winnie’s lifetime. She played a big part
in its heritage. Winnie’s family legacy in encouraging and promoting education will live on and
on.
Jacqueline “Jac” Walker
2/14/06

Geneva & Winnie
(believed to be taken in New
York while they were attending
college.)
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Winnie and Geneva—Certificate of Attendance to Laurel Grove School—1916
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Whiskey and Hogs During the Civil War at the Old Fairfax Farm

There is a house located in Burgundy Village
that was designated for destruction by a
developer who purchased the land.
The
developer was planning to build 20 to 30 new
expensive homes on its approximate 10 and
one-half acres of land. Fortunately for Fairfax
County and Burgundy Village the developer has
changed his mind and will now build these
houses in and around the dwelling in order to
save this important Civil War structure. What is
the history of this homestead and why did the
developer and other historians and residents
rally to save this relatively unknown, but very
important landmark? Here is the Civil War story
of the “Fairfax” house or “Fairview” as it is
known today.
John A. Fairfax claimed in the Southern
Claims records that in 1861 he and his wife and
children were living on the farm, which he had
purchased in 1850. He stated that he had
permitted sick Union officers to keep a part of
his house until August 1865. Union troopers
and infantrymen occupied some portion of his
home for nearly 5 years.
The Southern Claims files further showed
that in 1906, at age 81, Mr. Fairfax then living in
the District of Columbia said, “General
Heintzelman’s headquarters was between my
house and Alexandria, right in sight.” Fairfax
had three to five hundred head of hogs at
Cameron Distillery, and about 400 head on his
farm. Troops took 280 gallons of whiskey, and
corn, oats, and grass. Lieutenant Colonel
Farnum had ordered him to distill the two
mashes left in the mash tubs, put it in barrels,
and had it taken away for safekeeping.
However, Union soldiers found the whiskey
hidden in his barn and took it.
First the Zouaves were on Mr. Fairfax’s
farm. Then Colonel Orlando Bolivar Willcox’s,
2nd Michigan Regiment, camped in around the
farm in 1861. Colonel Willcox would go on to

obtain the rank of Brigadier General in the
Union Army. Unfortunately, Colonel Willcox
would be captured at First Manassas and would
not be exchanged by the Confederacy until
August 19, 1862.
Mr. Fairfax was the only one in the
neighborhood who kept hogs. He also leased
40 acres from the Fowle family and 30 acres
from Ann & Elizabeth Frobel (Ann Frobel would
keep a diary that would later be published that
documented the Civil War history of her house
and the surrounding Alexandria & Franconia
areas).
George Auld, age 58 also testified and said
that in 1861 he lived at Clouds Mill with his
father. He had lived there since 1843. He
further stated that the claimant’s farm was “a
general camping and drilling ground during
nearly the whole war and everything was kept
as bare as concrete streets in Washington. In
fact, most of the camp streets were paved.”
On March 7, 1908, Mr. Fairfax testified that
the distillery adjoined his grounds. It was on
Cameron Run just below the Little River
Turnpike. It stood between Wheat’s Mill and
Robert’s Mill. Mr. Fairfax had purchased the
distillery from Archibald McFarland and the
Fairfax house was three-quarters of a mile from
the distillery.
On September 24, 1906, Redwood
Vandegrift, age 70 testified “When Ellsworth’s
Zouaves came down, we were running the
distillery and separating the whiskey from the
grain and there was a portion of mash that was
not distilled, and they stopped us and would not
allow us to distill, and that was dumped out into
the slop tubs and fed to the hogs and that made
them drunk.”
James W. Nalls testified on July 25, 1906
stating in defense of the Fairfax claim that he
had known Mr. Fairfax for 50 years. In 1861 he
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Whiskey and Hogs During the Civil War at the Old Fairfax Farm … continued
said that he worked on the claimant’s farm
and stated that when the liquor was destroyed
at the distillery the whiskey ran through the
hog pens, and 15 hogs died within a few
minutes.
Ann Frobel writing in her diary about the
deprivations inflicted upon her neighbors by
the occupying Yankees said, “One party went
to Mr. Fairfax and rummaged the house
through and through under the pretence of
looking for firearms, they went into the pantry
and ran their hands all through the meal and
flour barrels, forced their way into poor old
Mrs. Dawsy’s room who was sick in bed, they
turned her whole room and bed upside down,
even searching under the mattress she was
lying on.
Ann further wrote she seldom went out of
the house to go down the roads or entered
the woods because the country was so filled
with those horrible vagabond Union soldiers
prowling and skulking about. However, one
evening she made a bold venture to go as far
as Mr. Fairfax’s. She found them all well and
they were delighted to see her. Ann told
about how the Fairfax’s told her of the vile
enormities or terrible acts committed on the
people by the beastly Yankees. Ann also
wrote that Mr. Fairfax said the Sedgwick
brigade that was camped near their house
were a “most notorious gang of horse
thieves.”
On September 26, 1863, Ann recorded that
Mrs. Fairfax escaped being killed on Thursday
last. She had just finished dressing and had
left her room, when a ball came tearing
through the walls and into her room, shivering
the looking glass frame and splintering
her bed stead and then dropped near the
fireplace where two or three of her little
children were standing. She said if she had
been in bed she would have been killed.

Luckily for the entire Fairfax family they all
survived the war and that beautiful house today
still exits at 3301 Burgundy Road. As you have
read there is a great deal of history that
recommends the old Fairfax house for nomination
to the National Register of Historic Places based
on its Civil War history alone. Many Union officers
visited and stayed at the old Fairfax house. Also,
since Ann Frobel’s home Wilton Hill no longer
exists, the old Fairfax house will be a great place
to tell the story of Ann Frobel, John Fairfax and the
Civil War history of Franconia, Lee District and
Fairfax County.
by Don Hakenson

From A Franconia Museum E-mail

The books are a fun read. It’s been
quite some time since I’ve lived in
Franconia and have not really gotten
back very often to visit. I try to picture
where different streets, roads, buildings,
etc. are located. Takes me back to
another life.
I thank God for historians who give us
a link to the past. So many people today
have no sense of a personal history. We
live in a very bohemian social structure—
moving about frequently and so far away
from family roots. I’m sure there are
many who don’t care to remember, for its
too painful. But we are who we are, in
part, because of our past, whether we
liked it or not. …..

Marcy Devers Alves in New Hampshire

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.
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Miss Georgia Talbert Recalls Her School Days In Fairfax County
By Ruth Smith - - (An interview September 1972)
Miss Georgia Talbert, a lovely and very alert
old lady, was 7 years old when she started to
school in 1885. She recalls all of her teachers
and spieled off their names like the multiplication
tables. At that time Franconia was a one room
school.
Miss Georgia, as everyone calls her, says her
first grade teacher was Mr. John Callahan from
Alexandria. He did not live in the neighborhood
but came out on the train every day. Her second
teacher was Miss Lillie Hullins, who later married
a Mr. George Jones from Alexandria; then Mrs.
Barbara Fowel, Miss Cranford who came up from
Lorton on the train and Miss Fannie Wheeden
who was still there when she finished the seventh
grade.
She said Miss Weeden started the first library
Franconia School had. The same book case and
many of the books were still there until the school
was closed in the early thirties when the new
school was built.
While Miss Georgie was there the attendance
grew so fast they had to enlarge the room. She
was still there when the second room was added.
Both rooms were heated by oblong stoves, not
the pot belly types that were used in some
schools at that time.
The children’s desks were the old double seat
types that were screwed to the floor. The top of
the desks were smoothed off but the seats were
not too well finished and had splinters which
some times tore the children’s clothes.
She said there was no well on the school
grounds so they had to go down to the railroad
station for drinking water. The bucket with a
dipper sat on a shelf in the back of the room.
There was a nearer well, but Miss Georgie said
the woman at that house was so mean, she
wouldn’t let them use her water.
Mr. M. S. Hall was the superintendent of the
county schools at that time and usually made a
visit once or twice a year. She said she would

never forget those visits as he always had to
teach an arithmetic lesson.
She was so cute as she said, “Those sums!
Those sums! I just hated those sums! Mr. Hall
was hipped on Arithmetic. I doubt if there is
anyone who went to school during his long term
that doesn’t remember his arithmetic classes.”
She also said she remembered many amusing
things that happened during her school years at
Franconia. One of the funniest was some of the
boys tying a turkey buzzard across the entrance
to the room, so when the teacher opened the door
and walked into the room, she was greeted by the
flapping bird.
Miss Talbert will celebrate her ninety second
birthday this fall. She is still very active and
enjoys doing house work. She is also involved in
her church work and seldom misses a service.
She is now living near Springfield with a
nephew and his family across the street from the
Springfield Forest Elementary School.
The author, Miss Ruth Smith, was one of seven
children born to George & Maggie Smith who
lived at Ashland in Franconia. She taught at
Franconia Elementary School one year (1943-44)
and finished her teaching career at Belle View
Elementary School in Fairfax County, Virginia.
This copy of the hand written interview was
donated to the museum by her niece, Mary
Evelyn Smith of Franconia.
Miss Georgia Talbert (1878 – 1982), the matriarch
of her extended family, lived to the age of 104.
Her last four years were spent in a nursing home
and it was not until then that she was issued a
social security card which was a requirement.
She had been a hard worker in the fields, earning
a living with the sale of her garden vegetables and
flowers. She was tall and stately. She was
known to most always wear a long black dress
and high top button shoes and her long hair worn
in a bun atop her head. She was a highly
respected Christian lady.
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Mark Your
Calendars!
Franconia
Museum
Open House

Saturday
March 25, 2006
10 a.m.
to
1 p.m.
6121 Franconia Road
(Franconia Gov’t. Center)

In Our
New Home

Ready or not … you will
get to see the room ...

Grand Opening Sponsors
Steve Sherman Properties
Mosby Civil War Tours

Mosby Civil
War Tours
Don Hakenson
Gregg Dudding
www.hakenson.com

Prince William County
Mosby Tour
June 10, 2006
Call Don at 703-971-4984
for details

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.
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KIN FIGHT TO SAVE CEMETERY FROM THROUGHWAY INVASION
News Clipping
October 23, 1959
OAKWOOD—A cemetery where Virginians were buried before the first shots of the Civil War were fired
appears fated for oblivion because it stands in the way of a highway deemed vital to the progress of
modern-day Virginia.
The graveyard one-half mile west of the Oakwood subdivision near Rt. 613 lies in the path of the
proposed Circumferential Highway.
However, four Oakwood area families are trying to save the cemetery where their ancestors
have lain for more than a century. They have asked the State Board of Appeal to intervene.
* * *
“I HAVE my mother and father, two brothers and three children buried in that cemetery and I
don’t see why they can’t build the highway with the ground they have,” says Mrs. Elsie McGuinn.
Mrs. McGuinn said that there are l,000 to 1,200 feet of land between the cemetery and the RF&P
Railroad tracks. The commission is requesting a 500-foot right-of-way through the area.
“If they would tell the truth it would be a little different,” she said. According to Mrs. McGuinn, the
planners originally assured her that the land needed for the highway would miss the cemetery by 15
feet.
“They’ve gotten 14 acres and my house from me. I won’t fuss about the place but I will fuss
about the cemetery,” Mrs. McGuinn says.
* * *
MRS. McGUINN says that she is the one who started the fight. James (Walter) Talbert, whose
great grandfather has lain in the half-acre plot for more than 100 years, picked up the battle and accompanied the group’s petition to Richmond when the original lawyer hired by Mrs. McGuinn “didn’t move
fast enough.”
The oldest legible tombstone is 107 years old and Mrs. McGuinn says there were people being
buried there before that. The commission has offered to pay for the removal of the cemetery’s occupants to a new burial place, but according to Mrs. Virginia May Dove, present owner of the cemetery
land, “There’s nothing to move.”
Most of the people were buried in pine boxes and their descendants don’t think there is enough
left to move. There also are other graves which have been worn down and are unmarked.
WILLIAM KABLER, the group’s new lawyer, said, “What we are after is any sort of a compromise
which would preserve the graveyard. They wouldn’t mind if the highway is built right next to the Cemetery, as long as it remained undisturbed, he said.
“I’d like to see the Highway Commission step aside and reroute the highway, said Mr. Kabler,
“but I’m afraid the commissioner might want to make this fight just to settle the question of whether or
not he will have to avoid graveyards in future planning.”
_______
Caption under picture:
THEY SHALL NOT PASS—Members of four old-time Springfield (and Franconia) families stand behind
James W. Talbert and the gravestones he is trying to preserve from a State Highway Commission plan
to use the land as part of the right-of-way for the Circumferential Highway.
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KIN FIGHT TO SAVE CEMETERY …. continued

Back Row: Doris Cassedy--Catherine Gayle-Mae Dove--Marguerite Gibson--Unknown-Georgia Talbert--Elsie McGuin--Clarence P.
Talbert
Front Row: Harry McGuin (plaid shirt)--James
Walter Talbert--child unknown.
________
Oakwood subdivision was what is now known as
South Van Dorn Street between Franconia Road
and the City of Alexandria limits. The cemetery
was located near the exit ramp to the Route 495
Beltway. Most all of the graves were moved to a
private cemetery owned by the Schurtz family on
Beulah Street (adjacent to the Beulah Cemetery),
including some slaves at which time the State erected an iron fence.

The History of a Plow …
The Franconia Museum has been gifted a plow belonging to Everard (Everett) Lyles who was born
in Franconia. We keep pondering if there is enough room for it in our limited space to display. We
have a picture and the story which will be a part of Florence Lyles Hall’s family history in our
upcoming Volume III in November. If only a plow could talk………….
This plow is right-handed which makes it unusual. Everett also had a left-handed plow. Not only
did he plow his own garden, he plowed many gardens and dug out many basements in the area with
his team of mules, plow and scoop. He had to replace the plow shears (blades) every two or three
months which he would purchase from Mendelshon-Hardware located on King at the corner of Henry
Street in Alexandria, Virginia.
It was in 1933 that Everett worked on one of President Franklin D. Roosevelt ’s Works Progress
Administration projects, the building of Mount Vernon Boulevard from Alexandria to Mount Vernon.
He worked on the section near Mount Vernon and Collingwood which meant he would travel by horse
and wagon from his home in Franconia, east of the RF&P Railroad track, to Duke Street where he
picked up his mule team, plow and scoop. From there, he traveled to the job site, crossing Hunting
Creek. His mule team was boarded on a
farm on Duke Street where they were
fed and rested. His day began at 4:00
a.m. to begin work at 6:00 a.m. He
worked very hard and so did his mules.
Not much rest. Florence said this job is
what sustained the family that year.
Jacqueline “Jac” Walker
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Franconia Museum Items For Sale
Franconia Remembers Vol I

$10.00

Includes pictures and stories about:
Franconia Elementary School

Families Mentioned in this book:

Apperson, Cooke, Cooper, Facchina, Glover, Lee, Nalls,
Peverill, Staples, Sullenburger, Weller,
and Wise

Franconia Remembers Vol II

$20.00

Includes pictures and stories about:
Ashland
Old Franconia School
Ward’s Corner

Families Mentioned in this book:

Broders, Fitzgerald, Goodheart, Higham,
Schurtz, Smith, Starry and Tharpe

Franconia Museum Ball Cap

$18.00

Available in both
Denim Blue or Khaki

2006 Calendar

E-mail For Current Price

Includes pictures of:

Bather’s Simms House, C. W. Block Station (Railroad Tracks near
Franconia Station 1920’s), Henry Wise Store 1935, Franconia
Volunteer Fire Department (Labor day Parade 1951), Ward Corner
1949, Franconia Fire House 1940’s, Franconia School baseball Team
1947, Franconia School (May Day Celebration 1947), Laurel Grove
Baptist Church, Ashland, Old Franconia School 1929, Franconia
School (WWII War Bond Sale)

Newsletters (when available) $3.00
Assorted Photo’s
Priced As Marked
** Price Includes Sales Tax ** Call Jac Walker at 703.971.2463

501(c) (3) Organization
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Board Member Profile - Delores Comer
Mother of 2 daughters, 3granddaughters, and 2 grandsons.
I was born December 30, 1943 on a farm in Halifax, North Carolina. My family moved to Richmond, Va. and I attended public school. Every year as soon as school closed for the summer, I
went to Halifax and did you come back until the weekend before school opened in September. I did
this every summer until I graduated from High School and loved every minute of it.
My undergraduate work was done at Bennett College in Greensboro, N.C. There I majored in Political Science and
History. During my 4 years in Greensboro, I spent a lot of time campaigning for many of the state and local politicians.
I was also active in the Civil Rights Movement in Greensboro.
My family (especially my grandmother) wanted me to go to law school. While in high school, I met this Handsome,
Tall, Dark, Debonair young man. He went off the Virginia State University in Petersburg, Va. He ran out of money
and he decided to join the Marine Corps. and off he went to Boot Camp. When he came back he asked me to marry
him. Oh, My God. My parents said no way. I started begging, pleading, stomping, jumping, crying and everything I
could think of to change their mind. Finally they agreed but I had to promise to finish school. I promised, I finished undergraduate, but Bye, Bye, Law School.
After serving his tour in Japan, he returned to the states, he was stationed at Fort Myers and we moved to Arlington.
For a short time, I was a housewife. I became active in helping to set up the Head Start Program in that area, establishing the Kemper School Program and an advocate for preserving Hoffman Boston Elementary School in the Johnson Hill community.
My first job was as 5th grade teacher at St. Peters Catholic School in Washington, D.C. After one year I heard about
and got a job with the Library of Congress. I have been and still am an avid reader. I started my career as a preliminary cataloger. In this position, I provided only basic information about books received in the library (such as author,
title, pages, size, publisher, where and when published). To provide more detailed information, verify the information
provided by the preliminary cataloger, extensive research, both manually and electronic, prepare and verify authority
records, etc. , these persons had to have a masters degree in Library Science. I decided to enter the masters program
at Catholic University. At this time Catholic had a program at George Mason University , so I went to George Mason
for most of my classes and later to the D.C. campus.
\

After many years as a Descriptive Cataloger, I decided to broaden my horizon and became what is referred to as a
Whole Book Cataloger. In addition to doing the Descriptive aspect, I was also responsible for the Subject content of
the book, the subject analyses, describing the intellectual content of the material. Years ago, when you would go to
the library, you would look in the card catalog and find the book that you wanted to read. On this card, you would find
the author, title of the book, the call number, subject heading, (what the book in about), these are the cards I would
prepare and they were distributed to the library community. I also answer queries from other libraries, national and
international, and also from the public. We also respond to special requests from Congress.
I have had some interesting opportunities in the 38 years I worked at LC. I have prepared a Recordation
(Cataloging ) Manual for the Copyright Office; served as Team Leader; Technical Assistant to the Chief; interpreter for
the learning impaired and trained and certified meeting facilitator.
In the Franconia Community, I have been a member of the Laurel Grove Baptist Church for over 27 years. I have
served as Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Bulletin Clerk, Choir member, Missionary Ministry President, Sunday School
teacher, etc. I am also the Historian for the church. I truly love this church. When I came to this church , there was a
lady, Alma Walker Bushrod who introduced me some of the people in the area and to the area itself. It has been a
wonderful friendship.
One day I came to the Government Center for something. I don’t remember what I came for, but I ran into Bob Heittman. We started talking about the area, the church, our interests and about my retirement plans, etc. A few weeks
later, I received a letter about the formation of the Franconia Museum.
Well, here I am on the Board of Directors of that museum. As a Board member, I have served as Co-Chairperson of
the History Day Committee; chair of the Audit Committee and the Cataloging Committee and presently serve as Secretary.
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An Interview With Sarah Cox …

The following excerpt is from a thesis submitted to the Faculty of the School of Education of the George
Washington University by Virginia Dowden Andrus, in 1944. The excerpt is an interview with Sarah Cox,
teacher, and later principal of the Old Franconia School from 1896 to the early 1920’s. The thesis author, Virginia Andrus, was a teacher and principal at the new Franconia School during the 1940’s and 1950’s. The excerpt describes what school life was like for Franconia teachers and students in the early twentieth century.
Personal Reminiscences of Retired School Teachers of this Period
The following reminiscences were written by several retired teachers who taught in Fairfax County previous to
1900. These personal reminiscences of teachers help one to better understand the conditions under which these
early schools had to struggle.
Miss Sarah Cox, who began her teaching career at Franconia, Fairfax County in 1896, says:
I was born and have always lived at Woodlawn in Fairfax County.
I attended the public school near home and then went to a private school at Lincoln, Virginia for two years. From
there I went to George School, a boarding school, for three years where I took a course giving special training for
those who expected to teach. I graduated there in 1896. I took an examination under Supt. M. D. Hall in the summer
of that year and received a certificate to teach.
I began teaching in September at Franconia with Miss Fannie Weadon who had been principal there for several
years. I was there two years. There were two rooms in the school and I taught the first four grades. I received
$25.00 per month the first year and taught five months. The second year I had my salary raised to $28.00
Our drinking water was brought by the larger boys from a neighbor’s home in an open bucket and placed on a
bench near the door. We all drank from the same cup, if we drank at all, and I think there must have been no germs
then for I don’t remember any deaths. Sanitation was not a great problem – the toilets being quite a distance from
the school building.
The room was heated by a big wood stove in the back of the room and the boys enjoyed getting the wood and
kindling, provided they could do it during school. I made my own fire in the morning and swept my own room.
I was very fortunate in beginning my teaching with so good a disciplinarian as Miss Fannie Weadon, for she was a
great help to me. After I left Franconia and was teaching at Woodlawn, a one-roomed school, she found I was discouraged about my work and she had a substitute for a day at her own expense and spent the day with me, showing
me where I could help my plans and discipline.
After I had been away from Franconia several years I went back there as principal and was there until 1921. I
think I had the cooperation of the patrons and the community as nearly as any teacher could have it.
I taught some children of the pupils who went to school when I was there the first two years. By that time I was
receiving $50.00 per month.
After teaching one year in New Jersey I went to Lincoln, Virginia where I taught twelve years and retired in 1933.
In order to raise the grade of my certificate from time to time I attended summer schools at various places over the
state, took a correspondence course, a course in special reading under Mr. Hall, and had summer work at the University of Virginia, Harrisonburg, George Washington University, and meetings of the National Education Association,
held at Washington and Los Angeles,
Since I retired as a regular teacher I have done substitute work and have helped the boys and girls with 4H Club
work, and still like to work with the boys and girls.
The highest salary I ever received was $105.00 per month, at Lincoln, Virginia.
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CALLING ALL VIPS!

The Franconia Museum is organizing its
Volunteer Integration Program (VIP)
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

NO LONG TERM COMMITMENTS REQUIRED
A VIP IS:
We’re on the Web!
www.franconiamuseum.org





2006 Board of Directors:
President:
Phyllis Walker-Ford
VP for Administration:
Steve Sherman
VP for Education:
Gregg Dudding
Secretary:
Delores Comer
Treasurer:
Sue Patterson
Directors:
Debbie Altmann
Jim Cox
Johna Gagnon
Carol Hakenson
Don Hakenson
Andy Higham
Gladys Keating
Carl Sell
Jacqueline “Jac” Walker
Debbi Wilson
Honorary Directors:
Congressman Jim Moran
Delegate Mark Sickles
Supervisor Dana Kauffman
Honorable Joe Alexander

Newsletter Editor:
Debbi Wilson
Franconia Museum Inc.
6121 Franconia Road
Franconia, VA 22310



Retired from a career and wants to provide some meaningful community
service
Actively employed, but want to share some time and talent serving a worthwhile community effort
Working as a full-time parent and looking for a flexible community service
opportunity
Working for community service credits at school or other organization

VIP’s help the Franconia Museum fulfill its mission to identify and protect the history of the Franconia area and to provide educational opportunities for students and
the greater community.

THE BEST IS YET TO COME!
To volunteer or to get more information, contact
the museum at
Franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

$ MATCHING GIFTS $
Many employers will match part
or all of your donation to a 501
(c) (3) organization like the Franconia Museum.
Amounts of
Matching Gifts can vary from $25
and up. Last year a Friend of the
Franconia Museum had their
$500
donation
more
than
matched with double the amount,
$1000, given by their employer.
Check with your employer about
Matching Gifts. With Matching
Gifts, your donation can do more
to help the Franconia Museum.

We’re looking
for your
articles,
pictures,
and stories …
please call
Jacqueline “Jac”
Walker at
703-971-2463

