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Old Mount Vernon High School Oral History Project: 
                                        
The Virginia Department of Transportation commissioned the Original Mount Vernon 

High School Oral History Project to provide information as part of the upcoming pro-

ject to expand Route #1 in Fairfax County.  The Spring 2019 issue of Historic Franco-

nia Legacies presented an interview with Margaret Rogers Welch, Class of 1944. This 

issue includes the interview with Joseph Alexander, Class of 1947. Both Margaret and 

Joe grew up in Franconia and attended Mount Vernon when it was the only high 

school in eastern and southern Fairfax County. 

 
Joe went on to graduate from Virginia Tech and 

served with the Air Force as a jet pilot in Korea. He 

returned to Franconia to work in his father’s hard-

ware store, and served 32 years as the Lee District 

Supervisor on the Fairfax County Board of Supervi-

sors. Along the way, he served as Chairman of the 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 

(Metro) which includes three stops that serve Lee 

District, including the Blue Line terminus in Spring-

field, part of the Joe Alexander Transit Center that 

provides Amtrak, Virginia Railway Express stops, as 

well as national, regional and local bus service. 

 
Like Margaret, Joe recalls the days when Mount 

Vernon had no auditorium, cafeteria or gymnasium. 

The only difference in their high school days was 

that Joe, in his junior and senior years, was able to 

drive to school rather than take the long daily bus 

ride from Franconia. Since he played football, he usually had numerous passengers on 

the way home.    

 
Joe Alexander, like his father Milton, is an institution in Franconia and remains a per-

sonal link to the early days of the community, which evolved from a hard-working 

farm community to today’s bustling suburb of our Nation’s capital. Joe had a hand in 

all of the public services we enjoy today. 

 

The Original Mount Vernon Oral History Project was conducted by Cultural Re-

sources Analysis (CRA).  Architectural Historian Laura Purvis, MA, conducted Joe’s 

interview at the Franconia Museum.  

                                          (Read excerpts from Joe’s interview beginning on Page 10 ) 

Special points 
of interest: 

 

Old Mt. Vernon High School 
    Oral History Project  — 
     Interview with Joseph 
      Alexander                         1 
 

President’s Message           2-3 
 

World War I Veterans from 
    Franconia Series             4-5 
 

Former Franconians Visit 
       the Museum    6 
 

Valerie Nalls—Nalls Produce 7 
 

A Confederate Dies at  
        Wilton                          8-9 
  

Old Mt. Vernon HS Oral  
     History with Joe 
     Alexander -—cont’d. 10—18 
 

In Memoriam                    19-23 
 

In Memoriam—EHS         24-25 
  

In Memoriam—HSS              26 
 

In Memoriam    27 
 

Historic Houses                28-29 
              

1920s  Photo                         29 
 

2019 Current Friends       30-31 
     

Museum Info   32 
 
 

Franconia ... 

A  

Wonderful 

Place 

to  Call 

Home 
 

 



 

President’s Message … 
      
History is often hiding right in plain sight. The recent death of  Emogene  Cupp resulted in the realization that 
the Franconia Museum had overlooked another hero who died in the Vietnam War.  Gerald W. Plunkett, who 
graduated from Lee High School in 1962, was killed in a crash of the helicopter he was piloting in 1968.  We 
also want to recognize in more detail Richard W. Hoffler, an Edison graduate who died in Vietnam in 1969, 
who has been mentioned in previous newsletter memorials.  Mrs. Cupp’s son, Corporal Robert William Cupp, 
perished in 1966, and was one of four Franconians to die in that war who were remembered in Volume VI of 
Franconia Remembers.  That volume focused on the life of Air Force Major Joseph Davies, who went miss-
ing in action in 1968.  Major Davies remains among the missing, and is remembered by a POW/MIA Flag 
that is displayed at the Museum. 
 
In addition to Corporal Cupp, the three others from Franconia who died in Vietnam and were included in the 
book were Corporal Charles Elliott, Jr., Private First Class Herman Judy and Private First Class Kermit Hol-
land.  Also included was Sergeant Michael Walker, who died as the result of injuries suffered in the war.  
 
Mrs. Cupp carried on the memory of her son and all who died in Vietnam as a Gold Star Mother, an organi-
zation she headed  from June 1978 to June 1979. She participated in the ground-breaking of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Wall on the Mall, and was there for the installation of the first panel in 1982.   
 
When asked for his help in preparing Mrs. Cupp’s obituary for this newsletter, former Board Member and cur-
rent Special Advisor Jim Cox noted that the Museum had not included another Franconian who died in the 
Vietnam War. Jim’s memory led to the verification that Plunkett should be honored. Jim and Board member 
Don Hakenson said that a classmate brought Plunkett to their attention when they were planning a memorial 
for a class reunion.  
 
Board member Jeff Langley’s research added information about Hoffler gathered from Edison High School 
yearbooks.  Langley maintains the popular Facebook page “Growing Up In Franconia.”  The picture layout 
with this article is the result of Jeff’s diligence in honoring those from Franconia who died while serving their 
country.   
      
Captain Plunkett was killed in a helicopter crash on September 13, 1968, in poor weather near Loch Ninh in 
Binh Long Province. He was the pilot of a helicopter carrying Major General Keith Ware., who was com-
manding a 20-ship battalion in an assault against the Viet Cong.  MG Ware, a Medal of Honor recipient in 
World War II, and eight others on board perished after being hit by .51 caliber fire. Plunkett was 24 years old 
and lived in Rose Hill while attending Lee.  
 
High school students from Franconia attended Lee Jackson High School until 1940, then went to Mount 
Vernon High School until Annandale opened in the late 1950s. They then went to Lee until Edison opened in 
1962.  Davies went to Annandale, Plunkett to Lee and the others to Edison.  
 
Private First Class Hoffler, USMC, was killed on August 31, 1969,  by an exploding artillery round while serv-
ing as a rifleman in the First Marine Division in Quang Tri Province. He was 19 years old. Hoffler was born in 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina.  He had transferred to Edison from Craddock High School in Portsmouth for 
his junior and senior years.  His Vietnam Service Medal includes one Bronze Star.  
 
Both PFC Hoffler and Captain Plunkett were single. Hoffler was the sports editor for the Current, Edison’s 
student newspaper. Plunkett played football at Lee.   
 
Thanks to current Board members Hakenson and Langley and former Board member Cox for their help in 
making sure the Museum properly honors these two Franconians who perished in Vietnam. Although he has 
moved to Colonial Beach, Cox continues to serve his hometown as a Special Advisor for the Museum.  
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REMEMBERING RICHARD HOFFLER AND GERRY PLUNKETT 

 

Richard Hoffler was sports editor and photographer for the      
Edison Current.  Pictured (left to right) are Kathy Kincannon,  
assistant news editor; Hoffler; Ann Smagolinsky, features;      

and Sherry Kerstetter, news editor. 
Gerry Plunkett played football for the  

Lee Lancers 

Gerry Plunkett  Richard Hoffler 
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On History Day in 2018, the Franconia Museum honored World War I Veterans from Franconia, in 
recognition of the 100th Anniversary of Armistice Day (1918—2018).  In the Spring 2019 Newsletter, we 
recognized four of those Franconia Veterans — Charles B. Fitzgerald, Carroll Nalls, Harvey Baggett, 
and Charles Edward Lloyd.  In this issue, we recognize three additional Veterans from Franconia.  
  

JAMES EDWARD COOKE 
 

James  Edward Cooke, the father of one of our Museum founders, Jacqueline 
Cooke Walker, was born in Accotink, VA.  His wife, Ruby Nell Boaddus Ap-
person, was born and raised in Culpeper and was staying in Alexandria with 
an older sister while attending Strayer Business College in Washington, D.C., 
when she met Cooke. They were married in 1922. He had attained the rank of 
sergeant in WWI. 
 
The Cookes later moved to Newington after his father died, and finally settled 
on Valley View Drive in Franconia in 1929.  Cooke worked as a motorman on 
the streetcar line that ran from Washington, D.C. to Mount Vernon. 
 
Jac went to school at Franconia Elementary and was in the first graduating 
class at Mount Vernon High School in 1940.  Her interest in history manifest-
ed itself into the Franconia Museum.  
 
You can read the fascinating story of Jac’s family in Volume 1 of Franconia 
Remembers, the Museum’s collection of books about local history. We’re 
about to start working on our next volume in the series, so begin writing your 
family’s history.  
 

JOHN CHARLES HARPER 
 

 John Charles Harper, the father of one of the members of the Franconia Museum Board of Directors, 
Marjorie Harper Simms,  turned 18 on August 6, 1917, and the shooting stopped in WWI on November 
11, so his service record was short lived.  
 
Originally from West Virginia, John went to work at the Mount Vernon estate and met Marjorie Riley, 
who lived nearby. They were married in 1925, and spent their lives together on Miller Drive just off Beu-
lah Road.  John was a union carpenter, and he and Marjorie raised eight children — five boys and three 
girls. Faye Fox from Winchester,  and her sister, Marjorie Simms, are the only surviving children.   
 

HALLEY COUNCIL DOVE 
 

Halley Council Dove and his twin brother were born in Fairfax County, VA, on October 20, 1897.  Unfor-
tunately, his twin brother died that same day. His parents, John and India Deavers Dove, are buried in 
Beulah Cemetery.  The Doves lived on Beulah Road. Halley was Episcopalian, and only had six years 
of education, which was not unusual at that time.  Before entering into the U.S. Army, he lived in Alex-
andria, and was a brakeman at Potomac Yards. 
 

When the US entered into World War I,  Halley joined Company G, First Virginia Regiment,  around  
July 25,1917.  This unit was made up of 131 men primarily from Alexandria and Fairfax County, VA. 
          

 

 

 ADDITIONAL WORLD WAR I VETERANS FROM FRANCONIA 

  . . .Continued on page 5 
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ADDITIONAL WORLD WAR I VETERANS FROM FRANCONIA  
 

  . . .Continued from page 4 

About September 24, 1917, the unit was transferred to Fort McClellan, AL for 
combat training. In October 1917 the unit designation was changed to the 116th 
Infantry Regiment, 29th Infantry Division (The Blue & Gray Division). Halley Dove 
was assigned to Company I, 116th Infantry Regiment. This moniker “Blue & Gray” 
was because the division was made of  regiments from both the North and South.  
 
On June 15, 1918, the 116th Infantry Regiment departed Hoboken, NJ,  on board 
the U.S.A.T. Finland with over 3,000 Americans heading to St. Nazaire, France. 
The 116th Infantry Regiment arrived in France on June 27, 1918.  Halley’s com-
bat unit went into action on July 25, 1918, at the Center Sector Haute Alsage and 
stayed on the line until October 8, 1918.  
 
On October 8, 1918, they went over the top at Samogneux and attacked heavily 
armed German positions near Molleville Farm on the heights of the Bois d'Etrayes, capturing the ridge.  
On October 10, 1918 Halley Dove was involved in the Battle of Malbrauch Hill, north of Samogneux 
which was a bayonet charge. The Germans slowed the Americans with machine gun fire, artillery and 
small arms fire. Hand to hand fighting occurred all along the line.  On October 24, 1918, Halley was in-
volved in the Meuse Argonne offensive, and in the Battle of Montagne on October 25, 1918.  Halley 
Dove was engaged in hand to hand combat, phosgene gas exposure, heavy artillery and small arms 
fire during his short stay in France. He left France on May 20, 1919, on the ship Matsonia and arrived at 
Newport News on May 27, 1919. 
 
When interviewed after he came back from Europe he was asked the question, “What impressions did 
you have regarding your fighting experience?” He responded, “A Good impression of what war is and 
how it will affect a country.” 
 
After the war, Halley went back to work at Potomac Yards and was married to Ellen E. Cole by Rev. Dr. 
S. A. Wallis in Sharon Chapel on December 23, 1919. Ellen entered the church on the arm of her fa-
ther, Frank Cole. Miss Ruth Cole, the bride’s sister, was maid of honor and Lewis Cole was best man. 
Ellen wore a traveling dress of midnight blue velour with hat to match and carried Brides roses and 
sweet peas. The wedding march was played by Mrs. F. E. Ludwig. The reception was held at the home 
of the bride. The honeymoon was a trip to the South. The happy couple then lived on Duke Street.  
They would have no children, but they raised Ellen’s nephew Joseph Bradley, Jr. They built their home 
on Franconia Road on land inherited from Ellen’s father.  The house is still there today. It is owned by 
the Klinkert family, who were cousins of the Cole family. 
 
Halley Dove became an outstanding citizen in Franconia and on March 6, 1926 he was initiated into 
American Legion Post 24 in Alexandria. On January 26, 1929 the Fairfax County Court appointed him 
as trustee of Sharon Mission, recognizing his trustworthiness and devotion to that religion. He became 
a vestryman of Sharon Chapel. In 1938 Halley Dove was on the board of trustees on the Happy Valley 
Community Hall.  On September 6, 1940, two years before his death, Halley Dove was elected as vice-
president of the Good Samaritan League at the annual meeting in the Happy Valley Community Hall. 
This was yet another example of the exemplary character that he exhibited in the community. 
 
Halley Dove died January 2, 1942, and was buried in Arlington National Cemetery, in Arlington, VA.   
A Franconia resident, Halley Dove  was a combat veteran and a true American hero. 
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FORMER FRANCONIANS VISIT THE MUSEUM 

 
Franconia Museum President Carl Sell (center) is flanked by former Franconians Bruce Hewitt (left) and 
George Elgin (right) during a visit to the Museum in October.  
 
Hewitt, who lives in Tappahannock, VA, and Elgin, from Phoenix, AZ, were in town for the Annandale 
Hall of Fame sports banquet. Elgin and Joe Davies were among the 2019 inductees. Both were star 
players for the Atoms in football, basketball and baseball. They graduated in 1958.  
 
Davies was honored posthumously, having been lost in Vietnam in 1968. A jet pilot for the Air Force, his 
plane was shot down and his body was never recovered. Hewitt was a star basketball player for Annan-
dale.  He graduated in 1957. Hewitt and Elgin were among a large group of Annandale graduates who 
visited the Museum. They grew up in Franconia and attended Annandale when it opened in 1955. Previ-
ously, Franconia students attended Mount Vernon High School. They switched to Lee in the late 1950s 
and later Edison when it opened in 1962. All were pleased that the Museum is preserving the memories 
of their childhood. The Museum displays a MIA/POW flag in honor of Davies.    (Photo by Donna Elgin.)  
 
 

 
Share Your Stories … 
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Valerie Nalls was only two years old in this photo from a local newspaper. Now, a few years 
later, she is running the day-to-day operations at Nalls Produce.  A graduate of George Ma-
son University, Valerie is using her marketing skills to make Nalls stand out as a hometown 
resource, as well as a link to the area's agricultural past.  Her dad, Cary Nalls, and mother, 
Sharon Spears Nalls, are smart enough to follow their daughter's lead when it comes to mar-
keting to today's young and environmentally conscious clientele, while keeping some things 
just the way they have always been for the older generation.   
 
 

 

VALERIE NALLS OF NALLS PRODUCE 



  . . .Continued on page 12 

 

 

On July 31, 1838, Henry Walper Kearney was born in Rocky Marsh, about three miles west of 
Shepherdstown, Jefferson County, Virginia (now West Virginia) and grew to manhood in that 
neighborhood.  
 
When the war broke out Kearney initially served with the Seventh Virginia Cavalry and was trans-
ferred to Knott’s Company, later Company D, Twelfth Virginia Cavalry, when the company was or-
ganized at Fisher’s Hill. He was commissioned a lieutenant on March 17, 1862 [Saint Patrick’s 
Day) at Shepherdstown in Company D. Sometime around July 1863 he was chosen as captain in 
the same company and remained with it until the close of the war. 
 
On July 16, 1863, early in the morning, Captain Kearney took position in the timber in or near Eng-
le’s Hill awaiting an expected enemy force. It was not long before a Union squad appeared. Cap-
tain Kearney divided his company and attacked the Union intruder from the front and rear. The 
fighting continued until thirty-three Union cavalrymen had been captured, including their horses 
and equipment. They also procured a Union general’s headquarters wagon of the Second Brigade 
of the Second United States Cavalry with the general’s extra clothing, camp fixtures, and bedding, 
and two fine horses and with harness. A servant was also apprehended. Several Union cavalry-
men escaped to give the alarm. 
 
Major John L. Knott rode up and took command of Kearney’s company and sent the Union prison-
ers back to safety. Major Knott moved the company to Moler’s Cross Roads, two and one-half 
miles towards Uvilla. When Major Knott and Company D neared Uvilla they saw an advance guard 
of Union troopers. Major Knott and Captain Kearney and the rest of Company D charged and end-
ed up capturing one Union man in the engagement.  
 
The rest of the Union cavalry retreated over the hill and could not be seen. Company D wheeled 
about, exchanged some shots and finally retired. There is a Confederate marker (listed as number 
seven) located at the Northeast corner of Longfield and Shepherdstown Pike adjacent to St. 
James Lutheran Church that commemorates the fight involving Captain Kearney’s company. 
 
Captain Kearney was a brave and capable officer and greatly beloved by his men. Retaining to the 
last his affection for his comrades, Captain Kearney was a regular attendant at all reunions held by 
his company in the county. 
 
After the war Captain Kearney married Margaret Beavers Allen, of Shepherdstown and moved to 
Virginia. Living for a time in Rappahannock County, Captain Kearney lived the rest of his life on a 
farm named “Wilton” near the city of Alexandria, Virginia. Wilton farm was located where the for-
mer Wilton Woods Elementary Schools is situated today. Captain Kearney and his wife would 
raise four sons (Robert, Allen, Henry and Briscoe) and five daughters (Kate, Lizzie, Anna, Lella 
and Blanche). 
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On Friday, May 2, 1896, Captain Kearney showed up for a reunion for Company D, Twelfth 
Virginia Cavalry at Shepherdstown. Over forty of the remaining members of the company 
answered the roll call at the ceremony. 
 
Two young daughters of Captain Kearney delivered several stirring recitations that touched 
everyone in attendance and was a most pleasing part of the program. Both Kearney girls 
were vigorously applauded. 
 
During the early part of September 1903 it was reported Captain Kearney was quite sick the 
past week or two at the home of his sister, Mrs. Kate McQuilkin, near Shepherdstown. He 
had a sharp attack of pneumonia. 
 
Finally, on the night of December 19, 1904 Captain Kearney died at his beloved home Wil-
ton from a complication of Pulmonary troubles. He was well known in Fairfax County and in 
the City of Alexandria, and a large number of friends showed up for the funeral at his home-
stead to regret his death. Reverend J.P. Stump of the M.E. Church South officiated and the 
interment was made in Ivy Hill Cemetery, in Alexandria. His casket was covered in Confed-
erate grey.  
 
Only one member of his family is now left, his sister, Mrs. Kate McQuilkin of Shepherd-
stown. Two of Captain Kearney’s brothers died while serving in the army and his brother J. 
Thornburg Kearney, died some years ago. He was known as a gallant soldier and a Chris-
tian gentleman. 
 
The children of the family were particularly sad as Mrs. Kearney had been at the point of 
death for some time, finally succumbing on April 22, 1905. She is buried next to Captain 
Kearney. 
 
A meeting of the surviving members of Company D, Twelfth Virginia Cavalry, was held at 
Shenandoah Junction on December 20, 1904, and the following resolutions were adopted: 
 
Whereas:  The Supreme Ruler of the Universe has removed from us by death our comrade 
and commander, Captain H.W. Kearney. 
 
Resolved, That we humbly bow to the will of Him who doeth all things well, too wise to err, 
too good to be unkind; and that in the death of Comrade Kearney we have lost one of our 
most estimable citizens; a man of excellent character, upright in all his ways; a soldier tried 
and true and never known to shirk his duty or fail to face the foe. We extend to his family our 
sympathy in their sorrow. A kind husband and father has left them, and the members of 
Company D have sustained a loss that can never be filled. 
 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family of our deceased comrade. 

 

A CONFEDERATE DIES AT WILTON 
 

 

 . . .Continued from page 8 
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 JOSEPH ALEXANDER 
Original Mount Vernon High School (OMVHS) Oral History Project for 

the Virginia Department of Transportation in February 2019. 
 

This interview was completed as part of the Original Mount Vernon High School Oral History Project for the 
Virginia Department of Transportation in January 2018. 
 
Joseph Alexander attended the Original Mount Vernon High School and graduated in 1947. He was a stu-
dent at the school from eighth grade through senior year. Alexander discusses his memories as a student 
as well as his time working for the Franconia Volunteer  Fire Department and Rescue Squad. His interview 
includes discussions of social activities for high school students, transportation to and from school, and the 
structure of classes. Alexander also mentions physical education classes and earning his private pilot’s li-
cense while in high school, including flying over the school. He was a member of ROTC at Virginia Tech 
and recalls the difficult transition from high school to college. 

Laura Purvis:  January 23, 2018. This is Laura Purvis of Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc., interviewing Jo-
seph Alexander, who attended the Original Mount Vernon High School. We are  speaking  in the Franconia 
Museum in Franconia, Virginia. 
 
Joseph Alexander: My name is Joe Alexander, Joseph formally, and, of course, I was one of the first stu-
dents at Mount Vernon High School many years ago, when Mount Vernon High School was one of three 
high schools in Fairfax County. There was Falls Church High School, and then there was Fairfax High 
School, and Mount Vernon. Mount Vernon was the latest in those days built. And, one of the questions that 
you ask is what was my first impression so -  
 
LP:     Yeah, yeah. 
 
JA:   So, in those days, we did not have intermediate or junior high. So, I went directly from grade school, in 
seventh grade, to the high school. And, I remember it was sort of a stark building in those days on Route 
One. You know, it was a lot of traffic on Route One. The high school did not have a gym, and it did not have 
a cafeteria.  
 
LP:     Oh wow.  
 
JA:   We had classrooms, and that was it. We did have the Home Ec cottage, in which the Home Ec teacher 
taught the girls, and some of us guys too, how to cook and different things. As a matter of fact, one of my 
years I was in homeroom was the Home Ec cottage. Oh it was depressing because, when I was there for 
the four years, we did not have a cafeteria at the end of the four-year time. The cafeteria and the gym and 
all of the other things were built after I left the school, left and graduated out of Mount Vernon High. Again, it 
was just out there. We lived here in Franconia, and we either took the bus there, or you had a car—. In 
those days, we didn’t have a car. I would borrow my dad’s truck from time to time to go to school and I 
would pick up people that were friends of mine here in the area, and we’d just chug along to school and 
come home afterwards or we went out for football. I went out for football three years. Didn’t do that well, but 
the team didn’t either. And I was the baseball manager for about a couple years. 
 
LP:   Oh nice! 
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JA:   So, we were able to load all this stuff in the truck and go to practice, then come home. Some-
times, in the early part, when we had school buses and we’d stay for late activities, you had to get 
home any way you could. And, in those days, we had the AB&W bus company and we’d take the 
bus from Mount Vernon High School up to the Pendulum and Fort Lyon Hill, then walk down Tele-
graph Road and hitchhike home from there. And sometimes it would take two or three hours to get 
home. Not a good thing to happen. That’s why some of us early on  bought used cars, and fixed 
them up. We had an old Dodge, we had a rumble seat in it and we’d use that. We’d pick up kids in 
the area to go to school. I’d pick up two or three in the morning, and we’d come home in the after-
noon or evening after school was out. That’s the way we got there and back for a while. 
 
LP:   Oh wow. So did anyone, was anyone ever not able to get to school because of transportation? 
 
JA:   No, everybody got there eventually. 
 
LP:   So, you’ve already started talking about the changes to the high school over time, that there 
wasn’t a gym or a cafeteria when you were there, but what are some of the other things you remem-
ber changing, both while you were there and then after? 
 
JA:   Well, one of the interesting things was trying to field the football team. And we did, we had a 
football field that had no grass on it, it was clay. And the school activities, physical ed for the boys 
was during the daytime and picking up rocks out of the field so you didn’t get killed playing football. 
 
LP:   Oh wow. [Both laugh]  
 
JA:   And eventually we got sod fields. And, again, you got to realize, this is 1947. Fairfax County 
was a small, rural bedroom county. Two high schools. Mount Vernon being the third. There were not 
a lot of amenities in those days. But of course, everything has changed tremendously. 
 
. 
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LP:   So tell me, what was your average day like at the school if you didn’t have a practice and were 
trying to get home and coordinate everything? 
 
JA:   We’d get there usually about eight o’clock, and leave the house about 7:00 or 7:15 to get there 
if we took the bus. If you had your own car or vehicle to drive you could leave a little bit later. Then 
we had early classes, homeroom and then we’d go to various different classes. You had to bring 
your lunch. A lot of times we had places to eat lunch. Believe it or not at Mount Vernon, I haven’t 
been there for a little bit, but we had these stairwells—it was only two stories—and there was a big 
area underneath the stairwell and if it was not a nice day outside we would congregate in the stair-
well area and have lunch. Or, we’d go outside and have lunch. 
 
LP:   Alright. 
 
JA:   And then when we had the homeroom in the Home Ec cottage, it was way more comfortable 
than the stairwell. That’s basically the places. There weren’t any, we didn’t, like I say, have a cafete-
ria or an auditorium even as far as that’s concerned. The basics if you will. It was not there when I 
first got started.  
 
LP:  So would everyone pack their lunch? 
 
JA:   Everybody packed their lunch. Peanut butter and jelly, cheese sandwiches and bologna. 
 
LP:   Nice. Did, so when did the auditorium, was the auditorium there when you were attending at 
all? 
 
JA:   No. It was not. We had our graduation usually in the Reed Theater in Alexandria which was 
down the road on King Street, and it’s where we had our graduation ceremonies. 
 
LP:   Oh nice. [Pause] So everyone gathered in the stairwells if it wasn’t nice outside— 
 
 JA:   Yes [Alexander laughs] 
 
LP:   Do you remember the hallways being really busy and lots of people? 
 
JA:   Yeah, yeah. It was a busy place. I mean, if you were changing classes over the course of the 
day. And of course, making sure—some of us that would get on detention from time to time did the 
cleaning and the sweeping. And Mr. Landes, who was the Principal, made sure that we got the work 
done. So, it was big time. He was a great person. Great person. 
 
LP:   That’s very cool.  So who do you remember?  You mention Mr. Landes — were there other 
people that you interacted a lot with at the school?  Teachers or students that you particularly — 

JA:   Well, Mr. Landes in particular.  And of course, most of the students were around here.  
[Alexander is referencing Franconia, since the interview was conducted at the museum.]  And from  
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Fort Belvoir, from Route One, from the Groveton area, and from the Franconia area here. So, all the kids that 
I went to school with from Franconia elementary went to Mount Vernon. So we all knew each other real well 
and sort of kept in touch with everyone. You know, we’d go back and forth. And one of the things you men-
tion in your papers here about dances and things like that – we didn’t have those there.  
 
Most of the activities that we did were here locally around the Fire Department.  And when I was about may-
be fifteen or even younger, my dad was involved in the fire department here and started the Franconia Fire 
Department. And all of us kids whose fathers were involved with the fire department, worked at the fire 
house, you know, when they had carnivals. When they had dances, they had dances for the schools, and 
those kinds of things. So that was our social activity. You know, there wasn’t a lot of social activity in those 
days. It was just that you got there, and you had a job or you worked around the house. Or, you were at the 
fire department and you did volunteer work.  
 
LP:   So the fire department, was it volunteer at that time? 
 
JA:   Yes, it was volunteer, all volunteer at that time. And, of course, we’ve matriculated to one of the best, in 
my opinion, departments in the United States because we have volunteers and we have paid firemen. Volun-
teers now have to have the same training as the paid firemen. And, we don’t have any, as is typical around 
other parts of the country, we don’t have any riffs between paid and volunteer. It works very smoothly. It’s an 
excellent, a good system. I started off, you know, in the rescue squad.  
 
LP:   Really? 
 
JA:   I was in the rescue squad for maybe around four years. And, even when I went to college, went to Vir-
ginia Tech, I came back and the restaurant across the street [Alexander gestures north, immediately across 
the street from the current location of the Franconia Museum] used to be my dad’s hardware store, and I was 
working in the hardware store. This [Alexander gestures to indicate the building we’re sitting in] used to be 
the Franconia Fire Department location here. 
 
LP:   Oh ok. 
 
JA:   And then when they went and put the government center in, they, the county, took over the site and 
built the fire department over there [Alexander gestures east to the fire department’s current location immedi-
ately adjacent to the east off of Beulah Street] and put the government center here. 
 
LP:   So were you doing the rescue squad while immediately after high school, or during? 
 
JA:   Well, I went to Virginia Tech immediately after high school, and spent four years at Virginia Tech.  
 
LP:   Ok. So tell me a little about the inside of the school, what it felt like being there as a student. 
 
JA:   Well, coming from Franconia Elementary, which was a small, about one-third the size that it is today, to 
a larger building with people from Groveton and from Belvoir and around and Mount Vernon, I wouldn’t say –
it was a little bit scary in the beginning because, you know, you came from a small area.  Then when you 
came back and you knew everybody, it became more comfortable.  The building in those days, and it still is,  
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I haven’t been inside for a bit because I know the Islamic Academy did a lot of work inside the build-
ing, but in those days it was just bricks and mortar and hallways, lockers, and two stories, and the 
office and classrooms. It was not frilly. No science lab, nothing like that. [Both laugh] 
 
LP:   So what were your science classes like then? 
 
JA:   Well, we had mostly, it was out of a textbook. And we had Latin, and we had Spanish. We had 
the science and math. You know English, English Literature, the whole ten yards, history. And I don’t 
think, nothing like I would say the more sophisticated educational abilities and opportunities that you 
find today in some of the other schools here in the county and in Virginia basically. But it was a good 
education I got back, I got out of there.  
 
LP:   Yeah. You went to Tech. 
 
JA:   I passed. [Pause] 
 
LP:   How was the transition from the high school and into going to Tech?  
 
JA:   It was really a hard transition for me. I went in, of course if you go to Virginia Tech you’re going 
to go into the Corps of Cadets, and you signed up for four years. I wanted to fly, as a matter of fact, I 
learned how to fly when I was about fifteen years old. And I was involved in airplanes for life. So I 
signed up for Air Force ROTC, which allowed me to go through four years and become a Second 
Lieutenant in the Air Force ROTC. And then, when they called me for flight training, then I was there 
as an officer. And that worked out very well, for me it did. But I enjoyed that transformation,  it was a 
lot of fun. But I had never been away from home and Blacksburg was way down there. [Both laugh]  
And, you know, I remember being there. And some friends of mine, the Smith brothers, went there, 
and they came home and said, You need to go there, it’s a nice school.  
 
So, their influence, that’s where I went. I was there I guess, maybe about a month, and I was very 
home sick and didn’t like the food. [Both laugh]   And so I called up one day, and my dad answered 
the phone, and I said, “I need to come home.”  And I said, “can you send me money to take the train 
home?” He says, “do you have a thumb?” I said, “what do you mean?” He says, “If you want to come 
home, you’re going to have to hike home. I’m not going to get you, and I’m not sending any money 
down to get you either.” [Both laugh] You’re there, stay there. So I stayed. But it was a tremendous 
difference, different change. 
 
LP:   So you mentioned that you started flying when you were fifteen, were you doing that locally, or 
how did that take place? 
 
JA:   Yes. Well, I’ve always been interested in aviation, in flying. After World War II, we had a Nike 
site and a radar site up here in Springfield, where Springfield Estates is now across from the mall. 
And I had heard that a major and his wife were going to start a G.I. flying school. In those days, you 
used the G.I. Bill of Rights to get flying lessons for retired, or G.I.s that had gotten out of the service, 
and the government paid for it.  
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So, I just pedaled my bike up there.  It was about three miles.  When I was a kid we used to bike to school, 
or we’d either walk to school. We lived on Franconia Road about half a mile down the way and I would just 
walk to school or ride the bike to school. Knocked on the door and said, you know, “I hear you’re starting an 
airport, I want to learn how to fly.” And he said, “Well, I tell you what, you come to work for us and I’ll teach 
you all the different things about airplanes, but we got to build runways, put lights in, there’s a lot of stuff. 
And, instead of paying you, I’ll teach you how to fly.” And you got a deal. My parents were not too happy 
about that.  Not happy at all. And I enjoyed it tremendously. I did that for about four years and flew around 
the whole area.  
 
At one time in Fairfax County we had about five airports. We had one in Hybla Valley, we had one at Beacon 
Hill, we had one in Bailey’s Crossroads, and we had one on Route 50 and we had Springfield Airport. And I 
would fly around, I would skip school, skip high school on my sixteenth birthday to fly to get my private pilot’s 
license, to fly down to Culpeper. 
 
LP:   Oh really? That’s awesome! So what did your friends think about that in high school? 
 
JA:   They thought it was crazy. [Alexander laughs] Yeah,  but I enjoyed it and that got me into the Air Force 
ROTC, and then into the Air Force itself, and it was worthwhile. It was worth it knocking on the door that day. 
 
LP:   Did you ever fly over Mount Vernon High School and look down? What did it look like from the air? 
 
JA:   Oh yeah, oh yeah. I flew over every part of this part of Lee District, Fairfax County numerous times. 
 
LP:   So what did the high school  look like from the air? What did you remember thinking about? 
 
JA:   Well, it was a fairly large complex and had a lot of ground here right off of Route One. And Hybla Valley 
Airport was, oh maybe, around two miles up the road towards Beacon Hill, so it was very easy to see be-
tween the airport itself and Mount Vernon. And Fort Belvoir was restricted area and we couldn’t fly over Fort 
Belvoir right after World War II. 
 
LP:   So they had to go around it. Huh, that’s really interesting. So, while you were flying, where did people 
gather, so you were mentioning the fire department— 
 
JA:   Most of the times we didn’t again, as I recall, I don’t remember any major social activities other than 
football games. And we had football team and baseball team, no basketball team because we didn’t have a 
gym. But, football games were pretty popular and the baseball games as well. And we had a good baseball 
team. Harry Lee was our coach both for baseball and football. And he was a good baseball coach, we had a 
pretty good baseball team – football, eh not so much. But, you know, we existed. There were a lot of folks 
going to the games. And, we had the clubs. We had the Latin club and the Spanish club and different things 
in school, but there weren’t, it was not the kind of place where everybody had a car, not everybody had a car 
in those days. So you really didn’t have a place at school to gather. So that’s why, here in the local communi-
ty, the Fire Department basically was the social focal point. And we staged carnivals here in the area and 
work on those, and dances on Friday nights at the Franconia Elementary School. 
 
LP:   So the dances were all at the elementary school rather than the high school? 
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.JA:   Right,  that I remember anyway. 
 
LP:   Did they have a gym there, or was there just a big enough space?  
 
JA:   No, there was no gym at the Franconia Elementary School. Those days, you didn’t have that kind of 
stuff.  
 
LP:   So at the football games, were there, [Pause] did people meet there—were there hot dogs or food, or 
how did that work? 
 
JA:   Yeah, there were some places on Route One, but we usually gathered in Alexandria. There was a Hot 
Shop, Howard Johnsons, on Washington Street. And that’s where we would all get together at. And then our 
rivals were George Washington High School in Alexandria. So, we would, from time to time, have a little bit 
of a rumble there. Not good, but interesting. And that’s the, there wasn’t much going on around here on 
Route One or anywhere else. So, Alexandria was the spot where we would gather and you’d go for drinks or 
sodas or food, stuff like that.  
 
LP:   So did it feel pretty rural here? 
 
JA:   I would think so. Yeah,  yeah. Again, we had some places on Route 1, but they weren’t places you’d 
want to frequent, not as a high school student anyways.  
 
LP:   People have mentioned to me that at some points the school felt fairly overcrowded, but during the 
‘40s, no— 
 
JA:   During my time, no. Not that I know of. But, I think as more students became available to go to high 
school—that was the whole situation in Fairfax County—we had overcrowding. We did have overcrowding at 
Franconia Elementary, and they built shed-like classrooms. And I do remember those, but I didn’t see any-
thing like that.  
 
LP:   What were your classes like each day? Did you have the same class at the same time every day, were 
they different? Do you remember how that— 
 
JA:   No, we had the same class at the same time every day. It was social studies, math, language, history, 
and then open period. And we had a very, we had a small library at Mount Vernon in those days and you 
would go into the library to do some studying, or, if you weren’t too good, the teacher would ban you to the 
library and you were stuck there. [Both laugh] 
 
LP:   Oh ok. 
 
JA:   So, I don’t think I spent too much time there.  
 
LP:   So what was the library like, because I’ve only seen the large library that is in there now? But what was 
the one— 
 
JA:   It was a lot smaller than the one now. 
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LP:   Was it all wood paneling like the one now? 
 
JA:   No, it was just a lot of bookshelves. 
 
LP:   Just bookshelves. 
 
JA:   And tables and chairs 
.  
LP:   Pretty sparse? 
 
JA:   Pretty basic. Yeah.  
 
LP:   So what are some things that you really hope people remember about the high school? 
 
JA:   It is a historic structure, Mount Vernon. Again, we’ve got a couple governors coming out of there 
now. And in the days, in the early part of Fairfax County, it was sort of a melting pot for the newer 
people coming into this area and the older folks that lived in the Groveton and Mount Vernon area. 
And a lot of kids from Fort Belvoir, from around the country, went to Mount Vernon High School. And 
even, I don’t know if you are familiar with Alexandria and Route One. Well, there’s a townhouse de-
velopment that’s on Route One just outside of Alexandria there before you get to the beltway. 
 
JA:   So it was sort of a melting pot of a lot of different people, and that changed the complexion of 
course. And, the area built up and more people came and expanded the school, put in a gym and caf-
eteria, all the great facilities. It became a major area for people to go to. Then they built the new 
Mount Vernon High School in Mount Vernon District, and leased this to the Academy.  
 
LP:   So all of those different populations coming together, did it all work well? 
 
JA:   Yeah, it all worked well. Yeah, believe it or not. [Both laugh] 
 
LP:   That’s great. [Pause] As things changed over time and the property got leased to the Saudi 
Academy, how did things change?  Did you ever get access back to the school? Were you able to 
visit or anything like that? 
 
JA:   No, no. Not until recently with Carl [Sell] when they put up the historic marker. And, as I under-
stand it now, and I haven’t been active in this part at all, that they’re looking at a use, there’s a plan 
they’re going to put forth, some use of the school itself. And I, I’m not, to me, I think it should be some 
kind of community use. The county should take it over and use it for social purposes or start-ups. It’s 
too valuable a property and a building to just sit and not do something with. And not make it commer-
cial – I wouldn’t think they’d want to do that.  That would lose the historical value of the site.  
 
LP:   Well, those are the majority of the questions that we’ve covered. Is there anything else that 
you’d like to say about your memories or share about the school? 
 
JA:   Well, no — just to say that I guess I got a decent education [Both laugh] 
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LP:   Well, it sounds like you did! 
 
JA:   I was fortunate enough, when I got out of the service, after being in the Air Force for about two or three 
years, I worked at my dad’s hardware store there, and Springfield was beginning to be developed and I de-
cided to run for elected office, and got elected to the Fairfax County board. Spent  thirty-two years on the 
board. And, was privileged enough, if you will, to see Fairfax County develop to what it is today. So, I felt that 
was a good deal. 
 
LP:   Most definitely. [Pause] We’re at twenty-six minutes. You know, a lot of people have told me about the 
way the light came into the classrooms or it being warm or cold, or how the building felt, was there anything 
like that you remember? 
 
JA:   Sure, you couldn’t regulate the heat in there in the wintertime. And the summertime it was hotter than 
blazes. No question about that. 
 
LP:   Ok, because could you also open the windows? 
 
JA:   Oh yes, if it was 90 degrees outside, you’d open the windows, it just wasn’t going to help any.  
 
LP:   So did they ever have classes outside when it was really hot, or was it always in the building? 
 
JA:   No, always in the building. The only outside classes were picking up rocks in the field.  
 
LP:   Oh really? Okay. 
 
JA:   That was recreation.  
  
LP:   Well, if there is anything, last thoughts or anything that you’d like to— 
 
JA:   No, just that I’m glad that you’re taking the time to do this.         
 
LP:   Yeah, of course. I really enjoy listening to everyone talk about the school and what they remember. 
Everything from when it was first being built to when it was a middle school, then the Saudi Academy and 
then of course now the revitalization efforts that are going on. It is a really fascinating space. A lot of people 
have talked about how important it is as a community anchor. That people, it’s a very important landmark. Is 
that, do you think that— 
 
JA:   Oh it is. And of course, again, when I was there we didn’t have the facilities that you have. And so, with 
the gym and the auditorium and with everything now, high school is always a focal point of social activities. 
And in those days, we just didn’t have that there. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 

TRANSCRIBER: Laura Purvis 

DATE OF TRANSCRIPTION: March 13, 2018 
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Emogene M. Cupp 
January 20, 1920—July 1, 2019 

 
It took far too long for many in our nation 
to awaken to honor those who served and 
died in Vietnam.  No doubt one of the big 
reasons they finally did was because of  
the efforts of Franconia’s Emogene Cupp.  
 
Mrs. Cupp, who lost her only son, Robert 
William Cupp, in Vietnam on June 6, 
1968, passed away on July 21, 2019, at 
age 99.  She had dedicated more than a 
half century of her life to making sure 
Robert, and the almost 60,000 others who 
died in that war, would be remembered.  
There are still 1,600 missing in action.  
 
After Robert’s death, Mrs. Cupp joined the 
Gold Star Mothers, an organization made 
up of mothers who lost children in Ameri-
ca’s wars.  She served as national presi-
dent from June 1978 to June 1979.  Mrs. 
Cupp was one of the driving forces behind the establishment of the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial Wall on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.  She hoisted a spade for its ground-
breaking, and unveiled the first panel in 1982.   

 
Emogene Cupp came to Washington during World War II 
to work at the Torpedo Factory in Alexandria.  After the 
war, she worked 30 years as a buyer for the Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service.  Retirement didn’t last long 
as she joined the Vietnam Veterans Leadership program.  
 
She married James. R. Cupp on August 22, 1946.  He 
passed away on June 26, 1990, at age 78.  Emogene, 
her husband, and Robert are all buried at Mount Comfort 
Cemetery.  She is survived by her daughter, Sue A. 
Rampey of Stephens City, Virginia, seven grandchildren 
and 19 great-grandchildren.  
 

 
 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Emogene M. Cupp  (continued) 
 

The Cupps lived in Brookland Estates.  Robert and Sue attended Bush Hill Elementary, Mark 
Twain Intermediate School and Edison High School.  Robert was killed when he stepped on a 
land mine while trying to lead fellow soldiers to safety.  He was awarded the Bronze Star and 
promoted to Corporal for his gallantry.  He was buried on his 21

st
 birthday.  

 
In 2010, The Franconia Museum unveiled Volume VI of its Franconia Remembers series about 
the life of  Major Joseph Davies, who is still among the missing in Vietnam.  Robert Cupp is one 
of five soldiers from Franconia mentioned in the book who were killed in Vietnam.  Others killed 
in action include Corporal Charles H. Elliot, Jr., Private First Class Kermit (Bill) Holland, Private 
First Class Herman Judy, and Private First Class Michael E. Ludwig. 
 
Sergeant Michael L. Walker from Franconia died of pneumonia as the result of wounds he re-
ceived in two tours in Vietnam.  He had received two Silver Stars for heroism.  Air Force Cap-
tain Paul M. (Pat) Bayliss was killed in an airplane crash over Vietnam.  Major  Davies’ plane 
was shot down in May l968.  Joe is remembered  by the display of an MIA/POW flag at the 
Franconia Museum.  All the Franconians are listed on the Vietnam Wall in Washington, and at 
the Versace Memorial Plaza in Alexandria.  The book details the life of Davies, his wife Shirley 
Bunch and their four sons.  
 
Since publication of the book, the Museum has learned of the death of two other Franconians in 

Vietnam.  Private Richard Hoffler, who was killed in August 1969, was included among those 

mentioned in last spring’s newsletter.  He was a 1968 graduate of Edison.  Since then, we have 

learned that Captain Gerald Puckett, a 1962 graduate of Lee High School, was killed when the 

helicopter he was piloting crashed in Vietnam.  Private Hoffler and Captain Puckett are high-

lighted in the President’s Message on pages 2 and 3 of this newsletter. 

 

Volumes I through VIII of  the “Franconia Remembers”  series 
are available for purchase in the Museum, and also on our  

website.  Volumes I through VII are currently being sold   
for $10 each.  Volume VIII, the newest volume,   

is being sold for $20 .  Complete your set  
at these bargain prices.   
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Loretta Devers Mitchell 
 
 

Although their parents knew each other, 
Mary Smith and Loretta Devers didn’t 
meet until they were students at Lee High 
School. That began a long, close friend-
ship that continued even after Loretta 
married and subsequently moved to Front 
Royal.  
 
Loretta Devers Mitchell passed away  last 
July after a long illness.  She is survived 
by Arthur S. (Hop) Mitchell, Sr., her hus-
band of 55 years, son Artie of Front Roy-
al, and daughter Janice of Mount Jack-
son. She also is survived by a brother, 
David of Harrisonburg, and two sisters, 
Linda Compton of Front Royal and Brena 
Wiscouski of Warrenton, as well as six 
grandchildren and eight great grandchil-
dren.   
 
Loretta grew up in Springfield and attend-
ed Gar-Field Elementary. Mary grew up 
in Franconia and attended Franconia Elementary.  They went directly from seventh grade to 
high school and met at the new Lee High school. Students from Franconia went to Lee at 
the time until Edison opened in 1962.    
 
After she was married, Loretta lived in Franconia before moving to Front Royal. She and 
Mary continued their friendship as adults. After Loretta became ill, Mary went to visit her in 
Front Royal every other Saturday.  
 
Having Mary for a friend means you can keep up with Franconia, no matter where you are. 
A member of the Museum’s Board of Directors, Mary’s grasp of the history of the community 
and the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department is astounding. Her dad was the first paid fire-
man at Franconia and Mary is our link to many people and incidents of everything that has 
happened in many years.   
 
Join the Franconia Museum in remembering Mary Smith’s friend Loretta Devers Mitchell 
with a memorial contribution to the Parkinson’s Foundation, 135 Parkinson’s Avenue, Staten 
Island, N.Y. 10350.  

 

In Memoriam 

 

 Mary Smith (L)  with her friend, Loretta Devers Mitchell 
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Kerry Look 
 

A Last Goodbye . . . By Don Hakenson 
 

I have known Kerry Look my whole life!  We both went to first grade in 
1959 at Franconia Elementary School, then Mark Twain Intermediate 
School, until we graduated together at Edison High School in June 
1971. 
 
Sadly, for me and the entire Look family, Kerry passed away quietly 
on October 14, 2019, at his parents’ home in Windsor Estates, off of 
Beulah Road.  He had been suffering from cancer for quite a while.  A 
window into my youth closed forever on that day. 
 

Kerry Look, Danny Dibble and Russell Morris were all of my closest longtime friends when I was 
growing up. Unfortunately, neither of us kept in contact as much as we should have but I still 
consider them all as very special in my life. 
 
Kerry Look was the funniest person I ever met or knew. He had the innate ability to make every-
one laugh and to make everybody smile.  But I also want to say that Kerry was a very smart and 
intelligent person.  He read countless books, and had a vast knowledge of an array of topics 
and subjects.  He would surprise me with his expertise of important and mundane matters all 
the time. 
 
When I was writing my book “This Forgotten Land” Kerry noticed I had composed a dreadful 
sentence where I was attempting to thank my mom and dad.  He quickly noticed I had botched 
up my sentence, and immediately came up with the respectful words and tone that truly con-
veyed my feelings.  When I wrote my book, I recognized Kerry for his editing skills.  His name 
will always remain in my book as a lasting testament of our friendship and for the help he gave 
me with my book. 
 
Kerry was  like a brother to me growing up, more than anyone else.  Not only was he friends 
with me; he was well liked by my mother and father, and all of my brothers and the entire 
Hakenson family. He was at our house so often people thought he lived there. 
 
We did everything together. He walked with me on my paper route around the circle in Windsor 
Estates so many times because he just wanted to help me. Those trips were always memorable 
and fun. He was always great to be around.  We built tree forts, collected bottles for money and 
scouted all the gravel pits and wooded areas around Beulah Road and Franconia. Our parents 
had no idea where we were or what we were doing!  And we always had a blast! 
 
I remember when Kerry accidentally set the gravel pit on fire behind my house. We were taking 
the short cut to Lewin Drive and the grass growing in the gravel pit was extremely burnt and dry. 
Kerry playfully threw down a match and the grass  caught fire and immediately ignited a 30-yard  
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swath.   Luckily, Kerry and I, with the help of four other friends, 
were able to put out the fire. Can you imagine what would have 
happened to us if we had failed to put out the blaze.   
 
I remember when Kerry accidently torched the back seat of my bro-
ken down Corvair. We were driving down Franconia Road when he 
threw out a cigarette butt. The butt flew back inside the car. Kerry 
noticed it right away and asked me to pull over so he could get it. 
We searched and searched and could not find it. However, three 
hours later after I dropped Kerry off at his house I was sitting inside 
another friend’s residence when someone came in and said there 
was smoke coming from my car. I immediately went outside and 
witnessed the backseat of my car catch fire. I said, “I can’t wait to get my hands on Kerry 
Look.”  However, I could never get mad at Kerry. It was easier to get another backseat than 
to get another friend.  No one could ever get mad at Kerry! 
 
Again, Kerry and I went everywhere and did everything together.  Jimmy Green, who lived 
at the end of Lewin Drive on Beulah Road called Kerry “Little Bone” and I was known as 
“Big Bone,”  because we were always together.  Kerry reminded me about that moniker that 
was given to us over fifty years ago during one of my last talks and visits with him. 
 
I remember when I worked at the GEM Store, on Pickett Street in Alexandria.  I got him a 
job and he later replaced me as the sign printer.  He definitely did a far better job on the sign 
printing than I ever did! 
 
I also remember that Kerry was a pretty good athlete but nobody remembers this but 
me.  He actually had a pretty good outside shot in basketball that he could make when he 
was left open 
 
.He was talented, witty and just fun to be around. Everybody loved Kerry Look!  I was the 
serious guy and Kerry was the fun guy.  But we just clicked.  I will miss him a great deal. I 
loved Kerry Look! 
 
I promised the Look family a personal Civil War tour, and if they still want to do it, I would be 
honored to take them!  Unfortunately, Kerry will not be there with us.  However, I truly be-
lieve that Kerry will always be with us in everything we do and everywhere we go! 
 
My other dear friend Russell Morris, suddenly passed away over forty years ago. Now Rus-
sell and Kerry are sharing stories and laughing together in Heaven. Danny Dibble and I will 
be joining them shortly to be a part of the party.  It is a meeting I can’t wait to have happen! 
At this moment in time I want to wholeheartedly offer my sincerest condolences and most 
heartfelt sympathy to Megan, Kerry’s daughter, Mrs. Look and the entire Look family.  

 

In Memoriam 
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IN MEMORIAM 
EDISON HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI 

Davis McWhorter 
3 July 2019 

Mary Asher 
4 Nov 2019 

Vicky Caudle 
14 Nov 2019 

Michael Lehman 
11 May 2019 

Brandon Dorns 
31 Aug 2019 Thuan Ho 

20 Sept 2019 

Lawrence Fowler 
6 July2019 

John Coppock 
19 July 2019 

Charles Beach 
1 Aug 2019 

Reta  McAlister 
27 Oct 2019 

Ann M. Deely 
7 June 2019 

Richard Byrd 
24 Oct 2019 

Don Atkinson 
3 Nov 2019 

Ingrid Copeland 
4 Sept 2019 

Kerry Look 
14 Oct 2019 

Walter Ellis 
15 Aug 2019 

Ivy Deane 
6 May 2019 

Samuel McDowel 
29 June 2019 

Gary L. Grant 
23 Aug 2019 

James Becker 
9 Nov 2019 
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John Robinson 
11 Mar 2019 
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IN MEMORIAM 
EDISON HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI 

Jean Olmstead 
21 June 2019 

Michael Norman 
21 Aug 2019 

Joan M. Spears 
26 April 2019 

Deanna L. Smith 
28 July 2019 

Joshua Shupack 
30 May 2019 

Michael Shifflett 
31 Oct 2019 

Megan Rafferty 
8 Sept 2019 

Daniel Pittman 
1 Sept 2019 

Linwood Payne 
18 July 2019 

Gregory  Payne 
21 June 2019 

Joseph Vozzola 
14 Nov 2019 

Wayne Sweet 
11 June 2019 

 

Information and 
photos of our dear-
ly departed alumni  
are provided by 
Franconia Museum 
Board of Directors 
member Jeff Lang-
ley.  Jeff also main-
tains a Facebook 
page of these me-
morials.  Thank 
you so much, Jeff, 
for  all of  your tire-
less support . 
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IN MEMORIAM 
HAYFIELD SECONDARY SCHOOL ALUMNI 

Brandon Bell 
16 Oct 2019 

Donald Cooke 
2 Sept 2019 

Eric Smith 
2019 

Sheila Gorham 
26 June 2019 

Doris Smallwood 
3 June  2019 

Steven Murphey 
20 Sept 2019 

Larry Donahue 
9 Nov 2019 

Lorraine Briscoe 
9 June 2019 

Cynthia Sullivan 
16 Oct 2019 

Duane Eiskant 
10 June 2019 

David Coast 
8 Oct 2019 

B. Beyruether 
19 May 2019 

Richard Dawson 
30 April 2019 

Teddi Sparks 
15 March 2019 

Kelly Gray 
30 April 2019 

Fred Dotson 
26 July  2019 

Karen Williamson 
19 Oct 2019 

Ryan Schuchardt 
7 Oct  2019 

 

PagePage 26 

 

Kelley Brown 
30 Aug 2019 
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 The Franconia Museum joins our Secretary, 
Judy Tharpe Hutchinson, in mourning the loss of her 
mother, Marjorie Ellen Baggett Tharpe, who passed 
away December 3, 2019.  She would have had her  
93

rd
 birthday on Christmas Eve.  

 
 Marge lived her entire life on Beulah Road in 
Franconia.  In 1943, at 16 years old, she made a bus 
trip to Massachusetts to marry Howard Tharpe before 
he shipped out to fight in World War II in Germany. 
Howard returned from the service and joined Marge in her family home as she became caregiver 
for her mother and father.  Howard passed away in 2000.  
 
 In recent years, Marge served the Museum as a Senior Advisor. Nary a word was written 
about Beulah Road or Franconia without Marge’s blessing.  Her uncanny recall of local history 
schooled many would-be scholars who thought they knew Franconia.  
 
 Although her voice has been stilled, Marge’s spirit will make sure the Museum fulfills its 
mission of accuracy in future reports about local history.  Fittingly, she is nearby at Beulah 
Cemetery on the road in the community she loved so much.  Should she need any help, there 
are many other Franconians buried nearby.  
 
 The Museum will publish a more fitting tribute to Marge in its next newsletter.  

 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBERING  MARGE THARPE 

 

Marjorie Ellen Baggett Tharpe 
 

Dec. 24, 1926—Dec. 3, 2019 
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             Historic Franconia Houses Still Standing 

 

 
 

BELVALE 

Belvale, located at 7101 Telegraph Road, 
was built by George Johnston in 1763. John-
ston was a friend and legal adviser to 
George Washington and was a member of 
the Virginia House of Burgesses along with 
George Mason. Upon Johnston's death in 
1766, Washington succeeded him in the 
House of Burgesses. Johnston's son, 
George Jr., later served as Washington's 
Aide de Camp during the Revolutionary 
War.  A lawyer, Johnston had offices in Win-
chester and Alexandria. The house re-
mained in the Johnston family until 1925 and 
remains a private residence. Ghost stories 
and tall tales about the house and grounds 
date back to Revolutionary times. 

ASHLAND 

The historic house known as Ashland Manor 
is located on Walhaven Drive in Franconia.  
It began as a log cabin in about 1820 and 
reportedly was used as a Union hospital dur-
ing the Civil War.  Later residents claimed 
the house was haunted by a soldier who 
dressed as a Zouave with red pants.  The 
195-acre farm was sold after the war, and 
the house has evolved into the historic an-
chor of the Franconia community of 
Walhaven.  All of the additions and restora-
tions have been performed by private own-
ers and their employees, some of whom 
were master craftsmen, and it remains a pri-
vate residence. 

 

 

   FAIRFAX  HOUSE 
 

The Fairfax House is 
located at 3398 Tennes-
see Avenue, overlook-
ing Burgundy Village.  It 
offers spectacular views 
from the back yard, so 
much so that Confeder-
ate partisan John Sin-
gleton Mosby visited the 
house at least twice during the Civil War to keep track of  nearby Union encampments.  It was al-
so used as a Union hospital and headquarters for officers.  The house dates from the mid-1850s.  
Twenty-three houses were developed on the 10 acres about 15 years ago.  The Fairfax House 
was preserved and restored as part of the zoning approval for the new houses.  It is now privately 
owned and has a Franconia Museum historic marker in the front yard. 
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Business Founding Friends 
 

Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell 
 & Don Hakenson 

Kaplan, Inc. 
Lindner Family Foundation 

Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson  
& Gregg Dudding 

Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman 
Sheehy Ford  

 
Lifetime Friends 

 

Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander 
Vikki  S. Beaty 

Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco 
John Briar, III 

Charlotte Brown 
Thomas & Peggy Brown 

Bill Cooke 
Bob & Peggy Cooke 

Kenneth Curry 
Fairfax County Historical Commission 

Charlie Fenimore 
Ann Marie Gardner 

Judy Tharpe Hutchinson 
Laurel Grove Baptist Church 

Honorable Jeff McKay 
Bob & Marcia Moon 

Cary Nalls 
William Poppe 
Tom  Sachs 

Bernice Schurtz 
Honorable Mark Sickles 

Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms 
Jean Starry 

Marjorie Bagget Tharpe 
Donna Poppe-Wagner 

Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker 
Helen R. Wise 

Ron Wise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historic Franconia Houses Still Standing  (cont.) 

Our apology if we missed your name … 

please let us know and we will add you 
to the next publication! 

 

 
 

 

 

     Three young 
boys who lived 
on Telegraph 
Road near its in-
tersection with 
Franconia Road 
are pictured in 
the 1920s.  Left is 
Harry Edwin Da-
vies and right is 
Robert (Buck) 
Henry.  On the 
mule is Thurston 
Henry, Buck’s 
brother.   Davies 
would marry Jo-
sephine Delaney 
Caton of Alexan-
dria, and they 

moved in 1949 to then Tripplett Lane behind 
what is now Edison High School.  They had 
four children, including Joseph, who would 
become an Air Force pilot who was lost in 

Vietnam in 1968, and was never recovered.   

 
 

 
      
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Buck married Lida McGuinn of Franconia and 
they later moved to Annandale.  Buck’s father, 
William Burke Henry, was an engineer, and 
Thurston a conductor for the Southern Railway.  
Buck worked for Alexandria Dairy and later for 
the D.C. Department of Corrections at Lorton 
Reformatory.  Ed Davies started work for 
Schaffer’s Florist in Alexandria, then became an 
engineer who tended boilers, first for Comico 
Dairy in Alexandria and later High’s Dairy.  The 
Franconia Museum displays a POW-MIA flag in 

Joe Davies’ honor.   
 
     This picture was provided by Peggy Henry 
Seneker, daughter of Buck and Lida, who now 
lives in South Carolina.  Peggy attended 
Annandale High School with Joe and his sister, 
Cassie, and was instrumental in this year’s 
induction of Joe into the Annandale High School 
Hall of Fame.  Buck Henry was known as “Mr. 
Annandale,” in recognition of his support of the 

Atoms’ football teams. 

 
 
 

 

REID  HOUSE 

The Reid House is located across from Mark 
Twain Middle School on Franconia Road.  Ac-
cording to the Alexandria Gazette, Captain 
James C. Kincheloe, a guerilla chieftain of the 
Chincapin Rangers and later a raider of Mos-
by’s Command, who lived in Clifton Station, 
wrote an interesting story about a rendezvous 
at the Reid farm.  Captain Kincheloe wrote that 
while he was operating behind the Union lines, 
he met at William Reid’s house a Miss Eliza-
beth Frobel, the sister of Anne Frobel, who 
kept a diary during the war.  Miss Frobel had 
with her a pair of gold spurs that friends and 
admirers from Prince Georges County, Mary-
land, had made for General Robert E. Lee.  
The gold spurs were put in Captain Kincheloe’s 
care, and he was requested to send them 
through the Confederate lines. 

Franconia in the 1920s 
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Franconia Museum Friends 

 

 
 

 

 

Anne A. Andrews 

Nancy Anwyll 

Anne Barnes 

Sherian Lee Baker 

Daniel & Julie Baker 

Michael Banks 

Ruth “Connie” Beatty 

Ashraf Bhaget 

Bob Brackens 

Gloria Brown 

Ruby Calkins 

Therese Chaplin 

Norman & Beverly Cherkis 

Jane A. Clark 

Floyd & Renata Cline 

Karen Connair 

Margaret M. Cooke 

Kathy Dakon 

John Faith, Sr. 

William Faith 

Richard F. Fandli 

Tim & Joy Fleming 

Charles “Chuck” Garbers 

Lynne Haas Gomez 

Ethel Gorham 

Michael C. Groenevel 

Michael J. Hahn 

Terri Harley 

Stanley Harrison 

Shirley Hatton 

Marlene A. Herring 

Jennifer L. Higham 

William & Nancy Higham 

Jane C. Hilder 

Georgia R. Hill 

Sue A. Hotto 

 

 

 
Beth Seitzinger 

Karen Seitzinger 
Carl Sell 

Marlene Simms Shaughnessy 
Kathleen Shaw 

James & Linda Simms 
Marjorie Simms 

Ronald & Kris Simms 
Mary Evelyn Smith 

Mary Pat Smith 
Doug & Suzi Stanton 

Mark D. Stone 
Richard Stone 

Francis & Rita Talbert 

Kathryn Ogden Talbert 

Robert & Nancy Talbert 

Tom & Mary Thomas 

Ed & Anne Trexler 

Roland R. Uhler 

John & Lori Untiedt 

Kathleen Ann Via 

Wayne Wakefield 

Robert “Bob” Warwick 

Hugh (Pearl) & Dawn Watts 

Kathy Weaver 

Lyn & Margaret Welch 

Woody “Sonny” Wise 

Charlie W. Wood, Jr. 

Edith Wood 

Jim & Peggi Woodard 

Joyce  & Bob Young 

 
 
 

Lifetime Non-Profit Friends 

Laurel Grove Baptist Church 

 
 

Non-Profit Friends 

Reality Gospel Church 

 

Richard P. Hudson 

Larry & Connie Huffman 

Laura Jacobs 

Elizabeth D. Johnson 

Lynda Kandul 

Barbara Keck 

Gene & Audrey Kelley 

Scott Kestner 

Mary Frances Koerner 

Gordon Kromberg 

Fred & Laura Landon 

Jeff Langley 

Gary & Kandi Lee 

Milton W. Lee 

Loren Family 

Paul & Susan Luttrell 

Winfred Lyles 

Barbara MacDonald 

William B. Mapes, Jr. 

Robert & Elnora Markle 

Helen McClary 

Gloria Lee Meade 

John & Mary Millikin 

Jean E. Minarick 

Edna Mitchell 

Dick Orndorff 

Bill & Cassie Parker 

Larry Peard 

Arlene Perkins 

Jan Pickrel 

Nisar M. Qamruddin 

Michael & Virginia Rauer 

James C. Rice 

Erin B. Rogers 

Robert D. Scrimshaw 

Francis Seidlinger 

Our apologies if we missed your name … please let us know and we will  
add you to the next publication! 
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 Business Founding Friends 
 

Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell 
 & Don Hakenson 

Kaplan, Inc. 
Lindner Family Foundation 

Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson  
& Gregg Dudding 

Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman 
Sheehy Ford  

 
Lifetime Friends 

 

Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander 
Vikki  S. Beaty 

Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco 
John Briar, III 

Charlotte Brown 
Thomas & Peggy Brown 

Bill Cooke 
Bob & Peggy Cooke 

Kenneth Curry 
Fairfax County Historical Commission 

Charlie Fenimore 
Ann Marie Gardner 

Judy Tharpe Hutchinson 
Laurel Grove Baptist Church 

Honorable Jeff McKay 
Bob & Marcia Moon 

Cary Nalls 
William Poppe 
Tom  Sachs 

Bernice Schurtz 
Honorable Mark Sickles 

Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms 
Jean Starry 

Marjorie Bagget Tharpe 
Donna Poppe-Wagner 

Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker 
Helen R. Wise 

Ron Wise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franconia Museum Friends 

Our apology if we missed your name … 

please let us know and we will add you 
to the next publication! 

 

Lifetime  Business Friends 
Dove Heating and Air Conditioning 
 Fairfax Co. Historical Commission 

Jefferson Funeral Chapel 
 

 
Business Friends 

Hayfield Citizens Association 
James Rice, Attorney 

 

 
Founding Friends 

Olander & Carolyn Banks, Sr. 
Sky Phillips Beaven 

Daniel & Marcia Brown 
The Cole Family 

Shirley Dove Davis 
Gregg & Debbie Dudding 

Lynn Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Walker Ford 

Paul & Johna Gagnon 
Clemens S. Gailliot Jr. 

Peter Gentieu 
Don & Carol Hakenson 

Bob Heittman (In Memory Of) 
Andy & Jane Higham 

Michael Kalis & Nicholas Kalis 
Hon. Gladys Keating (In Memory Of) 

Dan & Rita Kuntz 
Lee District Association 

Betty & Buddy Nalls (In Memory Of) 
Sue Patterson 

Brother & Ruby Schurtz (In Memory Of) 
Daniel Everett Simms 

Everett (Tom) Simms, Jr. 
Jean Cole Harper Starry 
Don & Jacqueline Walker 

Homer & Ruth Glover Weller  
 

 

Event Sponsors  
Both Sides Tours – Carl Sell & Don Hakenson  

Dove Heating & Air Conditioning 
Five Star Carpet 

Laurel Grove School Association 
Mosby Tours – Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding 

Nalls Produce 
Sherman Properties – Steve Sherman 

 
 

Business Founding Friends 
Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell 

 and Don Hakenson 
Kaplan, Inc. 

Lindner Family Foundation 
Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding 

Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman 
Sheehy Ford  

Williamsburg Associates GSST Trust 
 

Lifetime Friends 
Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander 

Vikki  S. Beaty 
Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco 

John Briar, III 
Charlotte Brown 

Thomas & Peggy Brown 
Bill Cooke 

Bob & Peggy Cooke 
Curry Family 

Charlie Fenimore 
Tom and Shelley Fink 

Ann Marie Gardner 
Ellen Goldberg 

Judy Tharpe Hutchinson 
Laurel Grove Baptist Church 

Oliver & Julia Lee 

Honorable Jeff McKay 
Bob & Marcia Moon 

Cary Nalls 
William Poppe 

Bonnie Ruetenik 
Tom  Sachs 

Bernice Schurtz 
Kathleen Shaw 
Mark Sickles 

Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms 
Jean Starry 

Carolyn Banks Summers 
Marjorie Baggett Tharpe 
Donna Poppe-Wagner 

Mary E. Whitaker & Robert Simms 
Gregory Wilson 
Helen R. Wise 

Ron Wise 
 
 
 

 



  
We’re on the Web! 

www.franconiamuseum.org 
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Congressman Don Beyer 
Delegate Mark Sickles 
Supervisor Jeff McKay 
Honorable Gladys Keating 
Honorable Joe Alexander 
Honorable Dana Kauffman 

   Phyllis Walker-Ford 
   Carol Hakenson 
   Jeff Langley 
   Cary Nalls 
   Steve Sherman 
   Margie Simms 
   Mary  Smith 
   Bob Young 
   Joyce Young 

Special Advisor 
   Jim Cox 
Senior Advisors: 
   Marge Tharpe  
   Margaret Welch 
   Jim Woodard 

Website & Facebook Editors: 
Nathaniel Lee & Jeff Langley 

Publications Consultant—Jim Sapp 

   2020  Board Of Directors: 

    President:   

        Carl Sell  (Pub Co-Editor)  

    VP for Administration:   

        Nathaniel Lee 

   VP for Education:   
        (Vacant) 

   VP for  Historical Activities:   

        Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor) 

    Secretary:   

        Judy Hutchinson  (Editor) 

    Treasurer: 

         Jane Higham 

Past Board Members 

Honorary Directors: 

Directors: 

 
    
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Judy Hutchinson 

Delores Comer         Debbie Dudding            
Gregg Dudding        Johna Gagnon          
Bob Heittman           Dan Kuntz                

Rita Kuntz                Andy Higham            
Jenee Lindner          Marcia Moon             

Betty Nalls               Sue Patterson            
Edith Sprouse          Christine Tollefson    
Jacqueline Walker   Debbi Wilson        

Sonny Wright 

   ***   We Are Open   *** 
 

 Monday - Tuesday  - Wednesday  - Saturday 
 

 10:00 a.m.  -  2:00 p.m. 
 

Contact us at  franconiamuseum@yahoo.com  
 

 and set up a time with Carl Sell,  Don Hakenson, Mary 
Smith, or one of the other Board Members,  and tell 
them your story of  your  Franconia remembrances.  

FRANCONIA. . .FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE — FRANCONIA HISTORY PROGRAM 

INTRODUCING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRANKLIN  FREDERICK  FRANCONIA 
(aka FRANKIE or FREDDIE) 

 
COME AND MEET OUR MASCOT AT OUR OPEN 

HOUSE/FRANCONIA  HISTORY  PROGRAM. 
DISPLAYS — SNACKS — INFORMATION. 

BRING THE KIDS OR GRANDKIDS 
AND TAKE A PICTURE. 

 
 
 
 

 
Franconia Museum/Franconia Government Center 

6121 Franconia Road 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2020 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


