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Franconia ... 

A  

Wonderful 

Place 

to  Call 

Home 
 

Center left,  
    Sara Simms Bracco 

Center right,  

     Richard W. Gorham. 
 

Seated, Sadie Bracco 
     and Beau Gorham on 

their first day in the kinder-
garten class at Franconia 

Elementary School 

 
 
Sadie Bracco will learn in 
the same room that her 
mother, Sara Simms 
Bracco did, and Beau 
Gorham will learn in the 
same room his father, 
Richard W. Gorham, did 
when Sara and Richard 
first started at Franconia.  
 
Beau is the fifth genera-
tion of the Higham family 
and the fourth generation 
of the Gorham family to 
attend the school.  Sadie 
is the fourth generation of 
the Simms family to at-
tend Franconia Elemen-
tary School. 

      . . .Continued on page 2 
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ANOTHER GENERATION BEGINS AT FRANCONIA SCHOOL 

 

Beau Gorham 

  . . .Continued from page 1 

 

Sadie Bracco 

Beau’s parents are Richard Gorham and Hollis Alexander Gorham.  He also has a sister, Byer, who will 
follow in his footsteps.  Beau’s grandmother on the Higham side is Debbi Higham Gorham, his great 
grandfather was William H. Higham, Jr., and his great-great grandfather was William H. Higham, Sr.  His 
grandfather on the Gorham side is Richard H. Gorham, and his great grandfather was Howard L. Gorham.  
Sadie’s parents are Sara Simms Bracco  and Nick Bracco.  Her grandfather is Ron Simms, and her great 
grandfather was Bather Simms.  The family stories are part of the Museum’s Franconia Remembers     
series — the Highams in Volume I, the Simms in Volume III, and the Gorhams in Volume VIII. 
 

The current Franconia School building opened in 1932, and has been added onto five times.  The property 
was purchased the previous year from Beau’s great-great grandmother, Kathie Higham.  Franconia 
School originally began in 1872 at a nearby location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Franconia School—opened in 1932 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Franconia School—opened in 1872 
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President’s Message … 
 
 
      

I often repeat the phrase “It’s what you learn after you thought you knew it all that really counts.” 
At my age, I now find that remembering things you already knew is also important. The 100th an-
niversary of Armistice Day (now celebrated as Veteran’s Day) on November 11, 2018, is a good 
example. It’s been too long since I refreshed my memory about those brave American soldiers 
who went to France and helped end the war.  
  
I invite you to do the same, as we mark the anniversary with a special program at the Franconia 
Museum’s History Day on Sunday, November 18 at the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department. 
The program runs from noon to 4 p.m. with the Armistice Day program scheduled to begin around 
1:30 p.m. The program will focus on Franconians who served in World War I. We have located 
the names of a number of them so far.  If your family included a WWI veteran, please let us know 
so we can honor the person on this special day.  
  
The United States didn’t decide to enter the conflict until late 1917. Our troops didn’t arrive in 
France until early 1918. They participated in some of the bloodiest battles of the war that resulted 
in the Armistice agreement. The war didn’t officially end until the Treaty of Versailles was signed 
at the palace outside Paris on June 28, 1919.  The war cost 126,000 American lives with another 
234,000 wounded. Our total troop commitment was 4.7 million. Most of the casualties occurred in 
the final months of the war as Allied forces, spearheaded by the U.S. presence, began to push 
the Germans out of their trenches and out of France.  
 
It began when the U.S. Army’s First Division, known as the Big Red One, and the Fourth Marine 
Division went on the offensive at Belleau Wood in June.   Up until that point,  the Americans had 
operated only in support of European troops.  Beginning in September, the Americans forced the 
Germans to retreat at Meuse-Argonne and ask for the Armistice. That battle resulted in 110,000 
casualties. At the same time, the Somme offensive, which began in August, was instrumental in 
the enemy’s decision to eventually ask for the cease fire.   In July, the Americans began an offen-
sive that began the German retreat from France.  The turning point came earlier at Champagne-
Marne as the Allies blunted a German offensive and launched a counterattack. 
 
Each United States soldier would receive a congratulatory letter from General of the Armies John 
J. Pershing, head of the American Expeditionary Forces.  It was among their most prized posses-
sions. Pershing became the first chairman of the American Battle Monuments Commission, creat-
ed by Congress after the war.  Those left behind rest in beautifully maintained American military 
cemeteries maintained by the American Battle Monuments Commission. These military cemeter-
ies are in Europe at  Brookwood in  Great Britain,  Flanders Field in Belgium,  Audenarne and  
Kemmel in Belgium, Somme,  Bellicourt, Cantigny. Aisne-Marne, Chateau-Therierry and Osine-
Aisne in France.  Also in France are Meuse-Argonne and St. Mihiel, and Suresnes in Italy.  Addi-
tionally, there are a number of American Military Memorials, including the Marine Monument at 
Belleau Wood.     
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   Retired and apart from the world’s busy hum, 
`     This lovely rural retreat, 

   By the Genius of Talent and Taste, has become, 
     To the stranger and curious, a treat. 

   “Tis a model, deserving of copy from all. 
     Who wish to improve their estates; 

   “Tis a spot where the spring & the summer and fall; 
     Man’s bosom delighted elates. 

   Should I search far & wide, there is not a place 
     My soul would prefer to BUSH HILL,…. 

 

 

BUSH  HILL  HOUSE 
                                                                    By Carl Sell                                                                                                                       

  . . .Continued on page 5 
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Those lines start a poem by an unknown author that was published on the front page of the Alexandria 
Gazette on November 26, 1925. They perfectly describe the recollections of Mary Ritenhouse Phillips 
Rainey and Natalie Phillips Hughes, who visited their grandparents at Bush Hill on numerous occa-
sions before World War II.   
  
Mary and Natalie are the daughters of Donald Boyer Phillips and Mary Newbold Ritenhouse Gunnell 
Phillips. Their mother was the daughter of Leonard Coleman Gunnell and Emily Nelson Gunnell, who 
lived at Bush Hill at the time, along with Emily’s older sister, Mary. Also visiting Bush Hill were Helen 
Schuyler Phillips and Duncan Boyer Phillips, Donald’s children from a previous marriage to Rosmond 
Drexel Holmes Phillips, who died in 1927. Mary and Natalie’s brother, Bruce Covington Phillips, and 
sister Amenie Nelson Phillips, joined them at Bush Hill. Helen Schuyler (Sky) Phillips Beaven is a 
founding member of the Franconia Museum. She died at age 90 in 2012.    
 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The story began to unfold when Natalie, her friend Howard Singleton and his daughter Susan DiCaprio 
visited the Museum last year with a picture of Bush Hill taken in May 1937, showing the house along 
the railroad tracks. They were trying to determine which side of the tracks from which the picture was 
taken, toward Franconia or toward what is now Alexandria (it was all Franconia in 1937 as that portion 
of Fairfax County wasn’t annexed into Alexandria until 1952). The puzzle was solved by looking at a 
copy of the Museum’s aerial view of the area, taken in April of 1937. The picture was taken from the 
Franconia side looking north toward what is now Eisenhower Avenue.  

 

                                  BUSH  HILL  HOUSE 
  . . .Continued from page 4 

Mary Phillips Ritenhouse Rainey and Natalie Phillips Hughes 

      . . .Continued on page 6 
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                                    BUSH  HILL  HOUSE 
 

As a result, the Museum received a copy of the picture that is now framed and on display. However, the 
story didn’t end there. Natalie agreed to share her recollections of her grandparents’ house she had vis-
ited as a little girl. When she arrived for the interview, she brought along her sister, Mary, who also has 
fond memories of visiting Bush Hill. The sisters’ enthusiastic memories have not dimmed over the years. 
 
Mary (1929), Bruce (1930) and Natalie (1931) were all born in the Philippines during the time that their 
father was stationed there with the U.S. Army Air Corps. Sister Amenie was born in Maryland in 1933. 
Mary currently lives in Maryland, Natalie in Washington, D.C., Bruce in Williamsburg and Amenie in Lex-
ington, Virginia. The children’s mother grew up at Bush Hill and rode the train to Alexandria on the way 
to attend Gunston School for Girls in Washington, D. C.  She lived to be 100 years old.   
 
Mary Smith, a member of the Museum’s Board of Directors, sat in on the interview of the sisters be-
cause of her institutional knowledge of Franconia in its early days. She came up with this gem: Mary’s 
mother, Evelyn Broders Smith, lived near the Franconia stop and caught the train to attend Alexandria 
High School.  She later was a schoolteacher at Franconia Elementary in the 1930s.  Mary’s mother re-
membered the train being flagged to stop at Bush Hill to pick up Mr. Gunnell. Sometimes, the engineer 
didn’t get the cars stopped right at the platform, so Mr. Gunnell would insist that the engineer back up 
the train so he could get on board. The Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad ran right in 
front of the house on land that once was owned by the estate.  
 
“I remember that we would always run toward the tracks when we heard the train coming,” Natalie said, 
“so we could wave to everyone. The engineer usually had passed by the time we got there to wave, but 
we always got a wave back from the caboose.”   
 
Railroads had been a part of Bush Hill since the mid-Nineteenth Century when steam locomotives be-
gan pulling cars on tracks in America. The Orange and Alexandria Railroad was organized to build a 
line from Alexandria to Gordonsville, Virginia, in 1850. A right-of-way 80 feet wide on the south side of 
Backlick Run through the northern part of Bush Hill was obtained for $200.00. The deed included a cat-
tle stop at each end of Bush Hill for use by neighbors, and another in the middle for the property owner. 
The first train rolled through on an 11-mile trip to Backlick station on July 4, 1851.  
 
Five years later, the Manassas Gap Railroad obtained a right-of-way through Bush Hill parallel to the 
O&A as part of a system stretching through Manassas and the Blue Ridge Mountains into the Shenan-
doah Valley. At first, the Manassas Gap used the O&A rails and started work on its own line. Work was 
halted during the Civil War and never completed.   
 
In 1871, the Alexandria and Fredericksburg Railroad Company condemned 19 acres of Bush Hill for a 
new line that would eventually connect with the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac (now CSX) at 
Aquia Harbor, then the northern terminus of the line from Richmond. Travelers from Washington, D.C., 
and Alexandria took a steamer on the Potomac to Aquia Landing and then went by rail to Richmond. 
President Lincoln took that route on his trip to Chatham, the estate overlooking the Rappahannock   
River, in April 1862.   
 
The railroad was reorganized in 1905, and the Bush Hill stop was moved within the gardens in the front 
of the house.  That is the double track alignment shown in the 1937 picture, and the one that Mary and 
Natalie and their siblings would visit.  Their mother was born the same year the railroad was moved. 

  . . .Continued from page  5 

  . . .Continued on page 7 
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As part of the 1952 annexation, Alexandria took over the job of providing protection for Bush Hill. 
However, it was easier to access the property from Franconia than Alexandria, so Mary Smith’s dad 
made a deal with his comrades in the City that Franconia would be the first responder. They would 
turn the fire over to the Alexandrians when they arrived from the round-about route. It was part of 
one of the first reciprocal response agreements that are common practice today.     
 
The ornate terraced gardens were partially destroyed and had overgrown by the time the children 
arrived in the mid-1930s. However, they did rediscover a section of the stone steps that had been 
hidden by bushes. Their grandparents restored the steps and they are shown in the photo closest to 
the tracks.    
 
“An area between the house and the tracks was an open lawn and we called it ‘the circus’ because 
that’s where we would play,” Mary and Natalie both agreed. They both recalled their mother telling 
about servants having to haul water from a nearby stream during the early part of her life. The sis-
ters had vivid memories of the 16-room house, but admitted they weren’t allowed to play in the large 
parlor that included a piano. “We’d peek in every chance we’d get,” Emily said.    
 
Emily and Mary also remember the long walk to reach the mailbox on Franconia Road. They passed 
the gate house on the same side of the tracks as the house, crossed the bridge and hiked down 
what is now Bush Hill drive to get the mail. There was also a trail that led to Alexandria, but the girls 
never used it.   
 
The Phillips family was constantly on the move to military bases in Alabama, Texas and Maryland, 
so their time at Bush Hill was always like a homecoming. They remembered the laundry and the 
kitchen, which was separate from the main house, the nearby ice house and the gate house across 
the tracks. After World War II, Bush Hill was the site of a private nursery school until it was burned 
by arsonists in 1977.   The house had been vandalized just a week earlier. Bruce Gunnell, the own-
er, had nailed plywood across the windows and doors to prevent further damage.   
 
All that remains of Bush Hill today is a commemorative markers display on Eisenhower Avenue ad-
jacent to I-95 in Alexandria. It was part of a project by KSI Corporation in cooperation with the Alex-
andria Archeological Museum and is part of the Alexandria Heritage Trail. The Franconia Museum 
does have a copy of the extensive archeological report done in conjunction with the markers. The 
area is lined with industrial and commercial buildings. 
 
Bush Hill originally was part of a 4,639-acre land grant from Thomas Lord Fairfax and Marguerite, 
Lady Culpeper in 1706 to John West, William Harrison, Thomas Harrison and William Pearson. 
When the land grant was surveyed in 1714, the property on which Bush Hill was later developed 
was allocated to John West. Although the Fairfax County Will Book for the time was lost, it is be-
lieved the estate was inherited by his sons, Hugh, William and John II. A 1760 Fairfax County map 
shows 1,120 acres located near the mouth, and on the south side of Great Hunting Creek as being 
owned by Colonel John West. 

 

After several transfers of the deed to the land, during which time improvements had been made, 272 

acres were sold in 1991 for $5,140.40 to Josiah Watson, who was one of the directors of the Bank of  

 

BUSH  HILL  HOUSE 
                            

  . . .Continued from page  6 
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Alexandria. In 1795, Watson purchased an insurance policy for the dwelling houses and a barn. The loca-
tion of the dwelling, a two-story brick house measuring 32 feet by 38 feet with an attached two-story brick 
kitchen, is shown on a 1796 survey of Rose Hill, a property adjoining Bush Hill owned by Benjamin 
Dulany.  
 

In 1797, Watson sold the property to Richard Marshall Scott for $10,000.  In the early 1800s,  Scott added 
an addition to the barn, a gardener’s house, an ice house, a meat house, a corn house, front porch, black-
smith’s shop and a bath house. The barn burned in 1815 and was rebuilt as a carriage house with a cov-
ered way from the main house. Although gardening was his passion, a July 1824 “inventory of spirits on 
hand” lists 1,060 bottles of wine, a demijohn (gallons) each of peach brandy, another of French brandy 
and old gin. Remains of a large number of black glass, approximately quart sized, cylinder liquor bottles 
dated during the late 1700s, were recovered during archeological excavations.  
    
About 1816, Richard M. Scott began acquiring adjacent small portions, including one southeast of Bush 
Hill a short distance north of a large bend in the Old Fairfax Road (present day Franconia Road.)  Three 
years later, he added 261 acres of the Clermont estate to his holdings. A major fire in 1823 destroyed the 
servants hall, barns, stables, carriage house, corn house and covered walkways.  Scott described the 
barn as being a large wooden two-storied building 60 feet by 30 feet.  All the horses were saved by two 
servants.  
 

Scott’s first wife, Mary Love-Scott, was one of the victims of the Richmond Theatre fire in December of 

1811. Scott was serving in the House of Delegates at the time. She died on January 13, 1812, at the age 

of 43 and is buried in the Scott family plot in Centreville. Scott married his cousin, Eleanor Marshall Scott, 

in November 1828.  Eleanor died on January 24, 1830, following the birth of son Richard Marshall Scott II. 

She was also buried at Centreville, Scott married a third time, to Lucinda Fitzhugh, in April 1832. She bore 

him a son, John Mordecai Scott, born in January 1833.  Soon thereafter, Richard M. Scott died at age 63 

at his house called “Bath” in Berkley Springs, West Virginia. He was also  buried in the family plot.  

 

In addition to Bush Hill and Bath, Scott owned numerous other properties when he died, including a town 
house on Queen Street and seven other residential properties in Alexandria. He also owned properties in 
Virginia in Centreville, Middleburg, Stafford County, and Frederick County, and in Charles County, Mary-
land. To his wife, Lucinda, he left the Queen Street property,  100 shares of bank stock and other income 
producing properties.  A codicil to the will, written July 3, 1833, after the birth of Mordecai, gave Farming-
ton estate to his new son, and his estate in Maryland, known as Cherry Hill, to any future children, as he 
believed his wife to be pregnant with another child.    
   

Lucinda Fitzhugh-Scott married Dr. Edward H. Henry of Upperville, Virginia, on January 29, 1846.  John 

Mordecai Scott lived with his mother until he married Mary Fitzhugh of King George County, Virginia, on 

July 7, 1853.  Richard Scott also named in his will William H. Foote as the guardian of his son, Richard II. 

Foote was also the trustee of the remainder of the estate, including Bush Hill, which went to Richard II.  

 

  . . .Continued from page  7 

  . . .Continued on page 9 
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Upon assuming his role of trustee, Foote made considerable repairs to the house, built a new barn and 
rented the property.  On September 15, 1846, 17-year-old Richard M. Scott, with the consent of his 
guardian, married Virginia Gunnell.  The couple occupied the Bush Hill property soon thereafter.   
 

Richard M. Scott II died at the young age of 27 on November 13, 1856, leaving his widow and four chil-
dren, Eleanor, born in 1847, Frank, born in 1849, Richard Marshall III, born in 1853, and Anna, born in 
1853. He also made bequests to former teachers and servants and asked that slave John Allen be reg-
istered as a free man. Scott II was buried in the family cemetery at Bush Hill. All deceased family mem-
bers buried at Bush Hill were relocated to Ivy Hill Cemetery in Alexandria because the RF&P Railroad 
was rerouted and passed through the garden near the cemetery at Bush Hill. 
 
Virginia and her family remained in the house during the Civil War when Bush Hill became the Union 
headquarters of General Oliver O. Howard. Francis M. Gunnell, Virginia’s brother, served as a Union 
surgeon during the war and was the Surgeon General of the United States Navy (1884-1888). Francis 
Gunnell bought 100 acres from his sister in 1870.  Dr. James Gunnell, another of Virginia’s brothers 
who was a physician in Washington, D.C., lived at Bush Hill from 1879 until his death in 1907.  
 

Mrs. Gunnell Scott died at Bush Hill in 1913. Her remaining son, Richard III, died in February 1915 and 
left all the estate to his cousin, Leonard Coleman Gunnell, who moved his wife and family to Bush Hill 
soon after the inheritance. His wife, Emily Nelson, was a descendant of General Thomas Nelson, a 
Revolutionary War leader, signer of the Declaration of Independence and Virginia’s Governor in 1781. 
Leonard Coleman Gunnell worked for the Smithsonian Institute. 
 

The Gunnells had three children, Emily, Mary and Bruce.  They would all grow up at Bush Hill and 
would inherit the estate from their parents.  Leonard Gunnell died two days after Pearl Harbor was 
bombed by the Japanese on December 7, 1941.  He and Emily were living at Bush Hill during the time 
his grandchildren from the marriage of Mary Newbold Ritenhouse Gunnell to Donald Boyer Phillips 
would visit.   
 

During World War II, Bush Hill was leased to the United States government and became the secret resi-
dence of Ernst (“Putzi”) Hanfstaengl,  former counselor of foreign affairs to Germany’s Adolph Hitler. 
After falling from grace and fearing death, Hanfstaengl escaped to Great Britain in 1937. The British 
sent him to America during the war and he lived at Bush Hill under the control of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt and authenticated Hitler’s voice on Nazi radio broadcasts. An accomplished pianist, 
he no doubt found time to play on that piano in the parlor described by Mary Ritenhouse Phillips and 
Natalie Phillips, the Gunnell grandchildren, earlier in this article.     

        

(This article is a team effort written by Carl Sell that relies heavily on the memories of Natalie and Mary 

Phillips,  the KSI archeological report,  the recollections of Mary Smith, the proofreading of Howard 

Singleton and Natalie Rainey Peters, and the editing by Don Hakenson. The photos were taken by Carol 

Hakenson.  The map showing the location of the house and the route to the mailbox on Franconia Road 

was created by Nathaniel Lee.)   

 

  . . .Continued from page  9 
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Brookland Dairy Farm was situated where Thomas Edison Court townhomes is located now.  All of 
what is now Brookland Estates was the pasture land for the farm.  It had many brooks and streams 
that provided water for their livestock.   
 
The Davison family owned that farm from the 1920s into the 1930s when it became a boarding 
house, or what we would call now an assisted living home.  My mother, Frances Staples, and her 
sister Anna May were “farmed out” there during the great depression and found there loving care 
from the Davisons.   
 
Mother had many memories of listening to this old radio in the evenings when all could finally relax 
some from the day’s chores and sit around it and listen in on shows like “The Shadow,”  “Amos and 
Andy,” and “Mortimer Schnerd, Private Detective.”  It also brought news from Washington, New 
York, and even around the world.  And on this old Philco they heard the news of the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor in 1941.  This old Philco helped make the hard days of the Depression and the hard 
work of Brookland Dairy Farm perhaps a little easier.  My mother’s story is documented in the first 
edition of Franconia Remembers.                             

 
 
 

1930s PHILCO RADIO — THE ONLY ELECTRONIC  ENTERTAINMENT 
INSIDE THE BROOKLAND DAIRY FARM        by Mark Staples 

This 1938 Philco Radio model was 
donated by  Mark Staples, the son 
of Frances Staples, saved from the 
Brookland Dairy Farm 
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ASK THE FRANCONIA MUSEUM 
                                                  By Carl Sell                                  

FIRE AT POTTER’S HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 
Pat Ritter recently communicated  through the Franconia Museum website seeking information about 
Potter's Hill School.  Pat has a copy of her father's third grade report card from the 1933-34 school year. 
Part of the card was marked, "grades destroyed by fire."  Pat thought the school burned down in 1939, 
and wanted to know about the fire mentioned in the report card. 
 
We turned to Marge Tharpe, our Senior Advisor, for the answer.  It turns out that Marge was in the first 
grade at Potter's Hill at that time and remembered the incident. The school near the intersection of what 
is now Beulah Street and Telegraph Road was totally destroyed by fire during the Christmas break.  
The children in first through fourth grades finished the school year at the Odd Fellows Hall in Accotink, 
and the fifth, sixth, and seventh grades finished school in Accotink Church. The school was not rebuilt, 
and therefore there was no fire in 1939.  In fact, Clem Gailliot bought the property from the School 
Board in 1938, according to School Board minutes.   The Ritters lived near the intersection of Accotink 
and Telegraph Roads at the time.  The following year, the students transferred to Franconia Elementary 
School. 
 
Marge Tharpe is the mother of Judy Hutchinson, our secretary.  Both are valued members of our team. 
We are particularly indebted to our Senior Advisors... Marge, Jimmy Woodard, Margaret Welch, and 
Sonny Wright for their help in answering questions just like this one. 
 

 
 

 
ROSE HILL CIVIC ASSOCIATION AND FRANCONIA  MUSEUM  

COMBINE TO REUNITE OLD FRIENDS 
 
Since her daughter, Anna, was coming to Baltimore for a conference in her role as a librarian, Linda 
McMurray Duer decided to come along to visit her father’s grave at Arlington National Cemetery.  
Helped along by prodding from Anna, she also decided to try to find the home she left in 1958.  She re-
membered living on Rose Hill Drive and riding her bike with her best friend, Libbie, who lived nearby.  
 
Linda had lots of pictures of her growing up in Rose Hill, many clearly showing the house number, 4207 
Rose Hill Drive.  Unfortunately, Fairfax County changed all the house numbers in the early 1960s, so 
she wasn’t sure which one was her childhood home.  The picture of Linda and her friend, Libbie, riding 
bikes way back when provided the clue.  Linda said the picture was taken in front of her house.  Behind 
her in the picture is the old farm house that existed on Bee Street before the new houses were built.  
The house across the street in the immediate background is the only one of two on Rose Hill Drive that 
sits at an angle.  The other one faces it across the street. 
 
It became clear that the house where Linda McMurray lived in the late 1950s was now 6416 Rose Hill 
Drive,  owned by David and Linda Nichols, who have lived there since 1974.  Linda Nichols remem-
bered  Linda McMurray’s friend, Libbie, as Elizabeth Anderson, who lived across the street on Hayfield 
Place.  Linda Nichols pulled out her 1971 Edison High School yearbook, and Linda McMurray identified 
Libbie as one of the graduates pictured. She and Libbie haven’t seen each other since they were both  
21 years old.   

  . . .Continued on page 13 
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So, the Rose Hill Civic Association turned to the Franconia Museum to see if anyone there knew 
how to contact Libbie.  Jeff Langley, a member of the Museum Board of Directors, is the administra-
tor of a Facebook Page named “I Grew Up in Franconia,” that has hundreds of friends.  And if that 
didn’t work, Judy (Tharpe) Hutchinson, the Museum Secretary, is friends with almost everyone from 
Franconia who is on Facebook.  It didn’t take long for Libbie to surface.  She was a friend of both 
Jeff and Judy!  They put Libbie in touch with Linda McMurray, and the rest is history. Two childhood 
friends who hadn’t been in contact since the late 1950s were connected almost immediately after 
the search began.  After high school, Libbie went to work for Pan American Airways and moved to 
Miami.  She is still there, working for a restaurant chain.  She chimes in quite frequently on the Fran-
conia page, keeping up with her old neighborhood and high school friends.  
 
Mary Smith, who lives near the Nichols in Rose Hill and is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Franconia Museum, identified the old farm house shown in the picture as the one that was demol-
ished when Bee Street was established.  Mary said the surveyors ran into a swarm of bees when 
they first arrived, so the street name was a good fit.  Ironically, David Nichols had two aunts who 
lived on Rock-A-By Road, immediately behind the farm house.  Mary Smith recalled that the street 
got its name because all of the women who lived there were pregnant at the time the County was 
naming streets.  Mary has lived in Franconia all her life, moving to Rose Hill in 1970.  Her dad was 
the first paid fireman at the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department and her mother taught at Franco-
nia School.  
 
Linda McMurray Duer and Anna visited Rose Hill on Thursday, June 14, 2018.  They made contact 
with RHCA through myrosehill.com.  Carl Sell and Linda Nichols invited the Duers to visit Linda at 
her home, not realizing that it would turn out to be the house the visitors were trying to find.  The 
longer everyone compared old pictures with today’s landscapes, the more apparent it became that 
the search ended right where they were standing.  Later on, Connie Beatty interrupted her busy 
schedule and stopped by to put her seal of approval on what the group had decided.  After all, Mrs. 
Beatty moved to Rose Hill in December 1954 and is therefore  the recognized authority on communi-
ty history.  
 
Linda McMurray moved with her mother, Penny, younger brother, David, and older brother, Randy, 

to Coldwater, Kansas, in 1958 after her parents, Cecil (Mac) McMurray and Hazel Pennington 

McMurray, were divorced.  Linda McMurray Duer is now a CPA in San Clemente, California.  Her 

daughter lives near Los Angeles.  Mac McMurray was a member of the Army signal corps in World 

War II,  and later operated the radar at National Airport.    

ASK THE FRANCONIA MUSEUM 
                            

  . . .Continued from page 12 

  

Left:  Libbie Anderson & Scooby-Doo 

 

Right:  Linda McMurray Duer 
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HAYFIELD CITIZENS ASSOCIATION GIFT TO FRANCONIA MUSEUM 
                                                                    By Carl Sell                                                                                                                       

 

. 
 
 
 

The Hayfield Citizen's Association presented an original chalk drawing of the Hayfield 
six-sided barn to the Franconia Museum at its May 2018 meeting. The drawing shows 
a conceptual use of the historic barn as a gathering place/dinner theater as part of a 
commercial development plan for the area with the barn as its centerpiece in the early 
1960s. The current residential community was under construction when the barn 
burned in 1967. The drawing was presented to then Planning Commissioner Glenn 
Overvik and preserved by Hayfield resident Ronald Downer, who was helping Overvik 
prepare to leave the area in 2013. Downer later gave the rendering to the Hayfield Citi-
zen's Association, which in turn presented it to the Franconia Museum in recognition 

of the drawings historic significance.  

Pictured after the presentation are (left to right) Hayfield Citizen's Association Presi-
dent Jim Fogarty, HCA Treasurer John Millikin, Museum Board member Mary Smith, 

Museum President Carl Sell and Ron Downer, who has lived in Hayfield since 1975.  
 
The drawing and informational documents are on display at the Museum. The Hayfield 

barn was a replica of the one at Mount Vernon.         
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EULOGY AT HICKORY HILL 
  

 

 
 
 
 

Don Hakenson presented a stirring eulogy for Confederate Brigadier General Williams Carter 
Wickham at his gravesite on the Hickory Hill plantation near Ashland, Virginia. Don spoke to 
members of the Both Sides Tour who gathered at the plantation earlier this year. He holds a 

picture of the General with the famous mansion house framed in the background.  
 
Jeb Stuart and Rooney Lee visited Wickham at Hickory Hill in June 1862. Wickham was 
recovering from a wound suffered weeks earlier at Williamsburg while Stuart was just 
beginning his famous "Ride Around McClellan" to gather information on the whereabouts of 
the Union Army for Robert E, Lee, the newly appointed Confederate commander.  The house 

and cemetery are now privately owned and are magnificently maintained.  
 
The Both Sides Tours have raised more than $6,000 for the Franconia Museum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Gwen Wyttenbach.  
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                                  LEWIS LYLES 
                             

Lewis Lyles went to Bermuda to propose, South Dakota to hunt pheasant and the 
shadow of the Blue Ridge Mountains to retire, but he always kept Franconia 
close in his mind and heart.   Lewis passed away at age 86 after a long illness on 
April 21, 2018. He is survived by his wife, Winifred, and a sister, Loretta. He was 
predeceased by a brother, Buck (Charles), and four sisters, Florence, Lois, and 
twins June and Jean. 
 

Lewis grew up in a house built by his grandfather, Charles Lyles, on Old Franco-
nia Road next to the original Franconia school. He attended the Franconia 
School in its present location. The school was recently remodeled and some of 
the original bricks are at the Franconia Museum. He attended Mount Vernon 
High School and met his wife, Winifred, at a dance at the Social Circle in Fairfax.  
 

Winifred was visiting from Bermuda with her mother and went to the dance with 
Lewis’ sister, Florence. One thing led to another, and Lewis decided to ask Win-

ifred to marry him. Trouble was, she had gone home to Bermuda and her father said Lewis would have to come there 
if he wanted to marry her. So he did and they were married in 1952.  
 

The newlyweds lived on Old Franconia Road for a short time before moving to Japonica Street in Springfield Forest. 
They lived there until Lewis retired in 1981 and they bought a farm in western Loudoun County named Windy Hill just 
north of Round Hill, Virginia. He had worked for the City of Alexandria in the maintenance department for 44 years.  
 

Every year, for almost 60 years, Lewis went to South Dakota to hunt pheasant with friends who lived there. Before he 
died, he asked Winnie to have him cremated and his ashes spread at a particular spot on a ranch he had visited. Win-
nie, who had been to South Dakota with Lewis, did so and his friends made arrangements. Lewis and Winnie were 
married for 66 years.  
  
Lewis and his friend, Sonny Wright, played on Franconia’s unbeaten baseball team in 1947, along with Jim Woodard. 
They are shown on the poster that is mounted in the Helen Wilson community room of the Franconia Government 
Center. All three of their signatures are on 
the poster next to their pictures. Lewis and 
Sonny were volunteers at the Franconia Vol-
unteer Fire Department where Jim Woodard 
spent much of his professional career, volun-
teering when off duty.  
 

.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   IN MEMORIAM  
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Lewis’ father, Everett, was an institution in Franconia. He and his plow and mules had excavated the ground for the 
Mount Vernon Boulevard and the tiered terraces for the Masonic Temple in Alexandria. He also plowed many a 
garden for neighbors in Franconia and his plow stands in front of the Government Center as a symbol of the 
Franconia Museum. 
 

His sister, Florence, wrote a story about her family that appears in Volume III of Franconia Remembers, one of the 
Museum’s series of books that depicts the history of Franconia and its people. Florence’s story includes many family 
pictures, including one of first-grader Lewis Lyles 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                  IN MEMORIAM     LEWIS LYLES …..cont’d.               

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  MALCOLM  “JOE”  HARPER 
                          4 April 1941—25 July 2018   
 
Like many large families in the early days at the Franconia Vol-
unteer Fire Department, all you had to do was call out a last 
name and answers would probably come from all over the build-
ing. That was very true when it came to the Harpers from Beulah 
Road. John Harper, Sr., and his five sons were fixtures during 
emergencies and other events.  John Harper, Sr., and his wife 
Marjorie, raised five boys and three girls on Miller Drive off of 
Beulah Road.   
 
Malcolm (Joe) Harper, 77, the last of the sons, passed away on 
July 25, 2018, at Mary Washington Hospital in Fredericksburg. 
He had been in poor health for some time. A fighter, Joe had 
recovered from cancer before being injured in an accident while 

working for a construction company.  He was predeceased by brothers Vernon, John Jr., Robert and 
Luther, and a sister, Barbara.  He was also preceded in death by his son, Richard E. Harper. 
 
Joe and his wife, Donna, raised their family in Stafford.  In addition to Donna, Joe  is survived by a son, 
Donald Harper (Dawn) and a daughter Sandra Kundo (Robert), seven grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren; sister Faye Fox of Winchester, and sister Marjorie Simms, who still lives in Franconia.  
Margie served with the fire department’s Ladies Auxiliary,  and is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Franconia Museum.  
 
In Franconia, Joe also enjoyed hunting, fishing and baseball in addition to the camaraderie of the fire 
house on Franconia Road and then around the corner on Beulah Road.  Later, he enjoyed time with the 
Cooks Mills Hunt Club for 50 years.  
 
Joe’s funeral was held on Sunday, July 29 at the Covenant Funeral Service in Fredericksburg. He is 

buried at Stafford Memorial Park on Shelton Shop Road in North Stafford.  
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IN MEMORIAM 
     

 

JEAN MARIE COLE HARPER STARRY 
14 Sept 1926—5 May 2018 

 
Jean Marie Cole Harper Starry had a deep appreciation of her family, 
faith, friends and community. Her strong constitution carried her 
through the Depression as a youngster, a World War as a teen-ager, 
and the tragic loss of her first husband at a young age.  Through it all, 
Jean kept her composure and lived a long, full life. She passed away 
at age 91 on May 5, 2018, at Hospice House in Charlotte, NC.  She 
had moved to the Charlotte area so she could be near her niece, Hol-
ly Cole Keating, and Holly’s family.  She also kept in close touch with 
friends in her beloved hometown of Franconia. 
 

Jean was born on September 14, 1926, at the old Alexandria Hospital 
located at Duke and Washington Streets in Alexandria. She grew up at Peggy Spring Farm, located 
on Franconia Road, going east, on the curve just before Mark Twain Middle School.   The farm was 
also called Coles Curve Farm in the early days when Jean’s  parents and grandparents both 
farmed the property.  
 

The family used a horse and buggy to take farm goods to sell at the market in Alexandria on Satur-
days.  The farm was the family’s only source of income, but Jean would be the first to tell you that 
they were blessed with the bounties, both natural and hand made. She attended Franconia Ele-
mentary School and Mount Vernon High School. She married John Harper on June 15, 1947, after  
his discharge from the Navy.    
 

Jean’s parents gave the newlyweds a piece of Peggy Spring Farm near the home place and John 
built a house, which is still standing. The young couple was very active in Sharon Chapel All Saints 
Episcopal Church and the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department, where John was a volunteer and 
Jean joined the Ladies Auxiliary.  Every Christmas, Jean and her best friend, Christine Maddox, 
would bake cookies for the families of the people who worked in local fire and rescue.  
 

She began working in the mail room for the Red Cross in 1943, but soon became a switchboard 
operator. When the Red Cross automated its calling system 19 years later, Jean decided to quit 
work.  John worked at Fort Belvoir. He died on March 15, 1977, at the age of 49 after suffering his 
second heart attack.  The Harpers lived off Beulah Road on Miller Drive. Margie Harper Simms, 
John’s sister and Jean’s sister-in-law, is a member of the Franconia Museum’s Board of Directors.   
 

In 1982, Jean began dating Roy (Jack) Starry, who was the son of Joe Starry, the longtime school 
bus driver in Franconia who had carried her to Franconia school almost 50 years earlier. Roy, a 
widower, was in the seafood business in Alexandria.  He and Jean were married on November 4 of 
that year.  
 

Jean and Roy spent the winters in Florida, and traveled to Europe.  He died on September 8, 2001, 
and his funeral was held three days later on the fateful day in American history when terrorists 
crashed airplanes into the World Trade Center in New York, the Pentagon in Northern Virginia, and 
a field in Pennsylvania.  
    . . .Continued on page 19 
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JEAN MARIE COLE HARPER STARRY  (….continued) 
 

After living with Roy in Mount Vernon for 19 years, Jean moved back to the house on Peggy Spring Farm 
in 2003.  The farm had long ago given way to a housing development, but the house was the same.  She 
continued to be active in her church,  Sharon Chapel, and in Franconia activities, never missing a 
Franconia Museum event. 
 

A few years ago, Jean decided to move to North Carolina to join Holly and her husband, Larry Keating.  
Another niece, Jeannie Cole Gracy and her husband, Hammond Gracy, live in Florida. Holly and Jeannie 
are the daughters of Jean’s brother, Bob Cole and his wife, Barbara Zehring. Holly and Larry have two 
sons, Brent and Jacob, while Jeannie and Hammond have three daughters, Hannah, Anne and Abby. 
 

Larry Keating is the son of Jack and Gladys Keating, both long-time Franconia residents who were closely 
involved in community activities.  Gladys was a member of the Virginia House of Delegates for 21 years.  
She was also a member of the Board of Directors of the Franconia Museum.  
 

The Franconia Museum is pleased to announce that the names of Jean Marie Cole Harper Starry and the 
Cole Family have been added to the Museum’s Founding Members list. If you visit the Museum and listen 
carefully, you may hear the voice of Jean telling one of her many recollections of growing up in Franconia!  
Her story also was published in Volume 1 of Franconia Remembers,  the Museum’s book series about life 
in Franconia. 
 
 
 
 

 

MARY MARGARET “PEGGY” SPINELLO 
1932—2018 

 
On Friday, August 17, 2018, Peggy passed away at home in Alexandria 
(Kingstowne), VA.  
 
Peggy was born in Rockford, IL in 1932 to Ralph and Mary Ploger.  She 
moved to Northern Virginia in 1972 and had multiple jobs, but she was most 
known for her 40 years of service as a deaf interpreter for Calvary Road 
Baptist Church.  In 2005 she landed what she called her “dream job” as the 
receptionist for Calvary Road.  
 
Peggy is survived by her children Matthew P. Spinello, Jr., Joseph G. 
Spinello, John F. Spinello (Barbara) and Michele S. Spinello; grandchildren 

Cortney, Claire, Doug, Ben, Kiley, Jessica, Ryan and Avery, and five great-grandchildren.  Peggy was 
predeceased by her daughter Patricia M. Dickson.  
 
A celebration of life was held at Calvary Road Baptist Church on September 1, with interment private in 
Schurtz Cemetery.. 
 
 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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IN MEMORIAM 
     

DR. MARVIN Q. SANNER 
12 Jan 1927—  3 Sept 2018 

 
Marvin Q. Sanner and his wife, Mary, were just what the doctor 
ordered for a thriving new community.  In 1962, they opened a 
medical practice in the pink house on the hill on Franconia Road,  
near Mark Twain Middle School (which opened the same year.)   
For the next 32 years, Dr. Sanner treated most of those who 
lived or grew up  in the nearby communities. 
 
Dr. Que, as he was known, was never too busy to see a sick 
neighbor in the office after hours.  He also made house calls for 
those who were too ill to come to his office.  He  would come to 
you!   And you would feel at home when you visited his office, 

because the kitchen and dining room  were the office, the living room was the waiting room,  and 
the bedrooms served as examining rooms.  
 
Dr. Sanner passed away on September 8, 2018, at Harbor Senior Living in Monroeville, PA, at the 
age of 91.  Mary Sanner died in 1996.  She had served as his nurse and office manager during the 
entire time in Franconia.  At first, the Sanners put in long hours on Franconia Road, then cut back a 
bit and spent more time at their 1600-acre cattle farm near Gettysburg, PA.  Many of his patients 
would visit him there, baling hay, operating the tractor, feeding the cattle and otherwise enjoying 
farm life.     
 
A graduate of the University of Pittsburgh and its medical school, Dr. Sanner also served his coun-
try as an Air Force Surgeon.  To use the words  of one of his former patients in a tribute to him,  Dr. 
Que became as much a community mainstay in Franconia as Dixie Pig Barbeque and Krispy 
Kreme Doughnuts.   
 
In his later years, Dr. Sanner lived in a condo on Edsal Road in Alexandria before returning to the 
health care facility near Pittsburgh. He was the son of the late Ira and Emma (Schrock) Sanner.  He 
is survived  by his brother Merle, nieces Marjorie O’Neil, Adele Ameno, and Rebecca Thomas, 
nephew James Kaufman, and many other nieces and nephews.  Dr. Sanner had eight brothers and 
sisters.  Marvin and Mary Sanner had no children. 
 
Judging by the large outpouring of accolades on Facebook, Dr. Sanner’s 
legion of Franconia friends and patients remembered him very fondly. He 
treated coughs and colds, bumps and bruises, measles and chicken pox 
for as many as three generations.  Many of the old-timers in Franconia 
were not likely to seek medical help except in a dire emergency, but they 
had no qualms about visiting Dr. Que.    
 

 
 

                                 Dr. Sanner in 2013, while visiting with Diane Page Saville and family 
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JOHN UNTIEDT 
14 Sept 1926—  5 May 2018 

 

Johnny Untiedt didn’t grow up in Franconia, but he became a local legend 
as a hard-working and kind yet eccentric person about whom stories 
abound about the more than 60 years he lived here. He died on 25 March 
2018 and was given a place of honor at Arlington National Cemetery on 
October 2.  
 

Born on a dairy farm in Curtis, Wisconsin, Johnny came to Virginia as a 
member of the United States Army in 1951. He never left. Johnny married 
Laura Marie Krause Untiedt on August 3, 1956. They had three children, 
John Jr. (Lori Wood Untiedt), Diane (Bradley Newkirk), and Mary. Lori is 
the sister of Charlie Wood, pastor at Mt. Calvary Community Church on 
Beulah Street.  
 

From his headquarters in Walhaven, Johnny was a jack-of-all trades mechanic, innovator and repair man. 
He could fix anything, long-time Lee District Supervisor Joe Alexander recalled. “He was always coming into 
the hardware store looking for nuts and bolts so he could put something together,” Alexander said. Joe’s 
dad, Milton, ran Franconia Hardware.  
 

One day in the early 1960s, Joe asked Johnny if he knew anybody who could paint his wife’s (Davie) car. It 
was a 1952 Chevrolet. Johnny said he could, and did. “It was a great two-tone job,” Joe said, “gray on top 
and blue on the bottom.” In fact, Joe liked it so much he began using the car during his early campaigns for 
Supervisor. 
 

The list of people in Franconia whom Johnny lent a helping hand is a long one. Mary Smith, a member of the 
Museum’s Board of Directors, remembers Johnny bringing his equipment and installing a new wastewater 
drainage pit at her mother’s property after her dad died. “Didn’t charge us a penny,” Mary said. “He was good 
to everyone.”  Johnny also helped out with mechanical issues at the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department.  
 

Not everyone was happy with Johnny’s workplace.  His daughter, Mary, has said she plans to write a book 
about growing up at a junk yard.  As Supervisor, Joe Alexander would wrestle with the conflicts between 
those who wanted the Untiedt property cleaned up and his respect for those who worked hard and made 
many contributions to the community overall. Johnny would keep on being Johnny until he sold the property 
to a developer who is building a project for homeowners 55 years of age and older. The trees that shielded 
Johnny’s use of the property are all gone. 
 

There are many stories that capture Johnny Untiedt’s personality. One has to do with the fact that he 
converted an old hearse into a wrecker to haul disabled cars and heavy machinery. He installed a heavy 
beam the length of the top of the hearse and put a hook on the back to raise and move other vehicles. One 
night, a friend’s son and his wife called to say their car had broken down after a weekend at a fancy hotel. 
Imagine the scene as Johnny and his hearse showed up in the valet lane at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Crystal 
City to pick up the car!  
 
He had breakfast every morning at McDonald’s with a group of cronies from Franconia. He rarely drove the 
same vehicle twice in the same week, although sometimes it would be the same one that had been altered 

to look different. 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
                                                                      

 

  . . .Continued on page 22 
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IN MEMORIAM 
     

 JOHN UNTIEDT  (…..continued) 
 

Not many years ago, Johnny injured his fingers very badly while chopping wood in Prince William 
County. He wrapped his hand in a rag and sought help at a nearby clinic.  They took one look and 
sent him to the local hospital.  The doctors there said they couldn’t help and sent him by ambulance 
to Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. The surgeons there couldn’t save his fingers and amputated three of 
them. Undaunted, Johnny and his bandaged hand caught the train back to Washington and called 
for someone to come and pick him up.  They just don’t make them like Johnny Untiedt anymore! 
 
 
 
 

Lori Wood Untiedt: 
 

“We honored my father in law today as he was laid to 
rest at Arlington National Cemetery. His service to his 
country, his dedication to the love of his life of 61 
years and his pride of being a dad are all the mark-
ings of a great man.  Thank you to friends and family 
who stood with us as we saluted a final farewell to 
our soldier.” 
 
                                          
 
 
 

CHARLES EDWARD THOMAS “TOMMY” LLOYD  
1946—2018 

 
 

Charles Edward Thomas Lloyd, 72, died Tuesday, September 11, 2018,  at his home in Caroline 
County, VA.   Born in Alexandria, Tommy grew up into adulthood in Franconia.  He graduated from 
Edison High School in 1964.  Tommy loved to garden, fish, camp and spend time with his family and 
friends. He loved his chickens, roosters and all other animals.  
 
Survivors include his daughter, Shonette Nicole Lloyd Walters; three sisters, Gloria Jean Brann 
(Randy), Virginia Mae "Sue" Kersey and Patricia Ann Hudson (Ricky); six nieces and nephews, sev-
en great nieces and nephews; three great-great nieces and nephews; three aunts and an uncle.  
A Celebration of Life was  held at Storke Funeral Home, Bowling Green.  Interment was private.  In 
lieu of flowers, donations were made to St. Jude's Children's Research Hospital or SPCA. 
 
 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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IN MEMORIAM 
EDISON HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI 

Craig Brunner 
2 Sept 2018 

Carissa Brown 
26 April 2018 

Wayne Palfrey 
24 April 2018 

Richard Mason 
13 June 2018 

Marshall Martin 
18 June 2018 

Dennis Madaris 
28 July  2018 

C. Tommy Lloyd 
10 Sept 2018 

Lynn Lamb 
15 May  2018 

John Hewitt 
7 May 2018 

April Ford 
24 May 2018 

B. Cullop-Barnes 
22 April 2018 

Carl Moreland 
27 May 2018 

Saul Rodriguez 
7 May 2018 

Douglas Meador 
3 July 2018 

Christopher Reed 
11 Aug 2018 

John Powell 
25 Aug 2018 

 

J. W. Trullender 
8 Sept 2018 

 

Jennifer Troxell 
19 April 2018 

 

Ivan Stewart 
3 Mar 2018 

 

Nancy Sherman 
29 June 2018 
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IN MEMORIAM 
EDISON HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI  (….continued) 

Jeffrey Vezich 
25 Mar 2018 

Herbert Tyson 
15 Sept 2018 

Steven Williams 
13 June 2018 

Cheryl Walter 
6 June 2018 

Allen Waggle 
8 Aug 2018 

Lee W. Viar 
3 Sept  2018 

What though the radiance which was once so bright, 

Be now forever taken from my sight, 

Though nothing can bring back the hour 

Of splendour in the grass, of glory in the flower; 

We will grieve not, rather find 

Strength in what remains behind….. 
                              William Wordsworth, Intimations of Immortality  

Farewell dear friends, you’ve gone away, 
Your time had come we know; 
Your friendship was a special gift, 
And we will miss you  so. . . . . .  

In grateful acknowledgement of the assistance provided by Jeff Langley in compiling these memorial pages for alumni of Edison 
High and Hayfield Secondary Schools who have passed away.  All student photos and data are courtesy of Jeff Langley. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
HAYFIELD SECONDARY SCHOOL ALUMNI 

Donna Bussard 
4 June 2018 

Michael Becher 
28 Sept 2018 

Charles Riley 
10 Sept 2018 

Stacy Moats 
27 Mar 2018 

James Krear 
22 May 2018 

Rodger Kells 
27 Feb  2018 

Stephen Hughes 
15 July 2018 

Nancy Hess 
28 June 2018 

Nick Espinoza 
2 April 2018 

Hugh Davis 
23 June 2018 

Karen Costello 
12 Aug 2018 

Jennifer Redman 
22 April 2018 

Robert Moore 
1 May 2018 

Kerry Jo Van Dyk 
12 May 2018 

John Sayers 
27 Mar 2018 
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             2018 Franconia Current Friends 

 

 
 

 

 

Anne A. Andrews 

Nancy Anwyll 

Ashraf Bhaget 

Daniel & Julie Baker 

Michael Banks 

Betty Barnett 

Ruth “Connie” Beatty 

Bob Brackens 

Gloria Brown 

Ruby Calkins 

Therese Chaplin 

Norman & Beverly Cherkis 

Jane A. Clark 

Floyd & Renae Cline 

Margaret M. Cooke 

Kathy Dakon 

H. Louise Devers 

Tim & Joy Fleming 

Donna Simms Fox 

Charles “Chuck” Garbers 

Lawrence & Dianne Brown Gilley 

Lynne Haas Gomez 

Ethel Gorham 

Michael J. Hahn 

Michele Harlow 

Stanley Harrison 

John W. Haskins 

Shirley Hatton 

Gerrie L. Hensley 

Marlene A. Herring 

Jennifer L. Higham 

Jane C. Hilder 

Georgia R. Hill 

Richard P. Hudson 

Larry & Connie Huffman 

 

 

 

 
Carl Sell 

Marlene Simms Shaughnessy 
Bob Sherman 

Steve Sherman 
Lois J. Shifflett 

James & Linda Simms 
Marjorie Simms 

Ronald & Kris Simms 
Mary Evelyn Smith 

Mary Pat Smith 
Doug & Suzi Stanton 

Mark D. Stone 
Richard Stone 

Francis & Rita Talbert 

Kathryn Ogden Talbert 

Robert & Nancy Talbert 

Roland R. Uhler 

Kathleen Ann Via 

Wayne Wakefield 

Robert “Bob” Warwick 

Barbara Wassom 

Kathy Weaver 

Woody “Sonny” Wise 

Charlie W. Wood, Jr. 

Jim & Peggi Woodard 

Joyce  & Bob Young 

 
 
 

Lifetime Non-Profit Friends 

Laurel Grove Baptist Church 

Kathleen Shaw 
 
 

Non-Profit Friends 

Reality Gospel Church 

Delores N. Morack 

Calvary Road Baptist Church 
 
 

 

Elizabeth D. Johnson 

Joseph & Bobbie Mae Johnson 

Dana Kauffman 

Larry Keating 

Barbara Keck 

Bonnie King 

Edgar & Rosemary Kley 

Gordon Kromberg 

Fred & Laura Landon 

Jeff Langley 

Jim & Mary Layher 

Gary & Kandi Lee 

Julia Lee 

Nathaniel Lee 

Roger & Aimee Lee 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Levine 

Loren Family 

Barbara MacDonald 

William B. Mapes, Jr. 

Helen McClary 

Gloria Lee Meade 

Edna Mitchell 

Kirk & Karen Moberley 

Adam Moore 

Dick Orndorff 

Bill & Cassie Parker 

Larry Peard 

Robert Pearson 

Arlene Perkins 

Jan Pickrel 

Nisar M. Qamruddin 

James C. Rice 

Karen Perkins Royall 
Beth Seitzinger  

Karen Seitzinger 
 

 

Our apologies if we missed your name … please let us know and we will  
add you to the next publication! 
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Business Founding Friends 
 

Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell 
 & Don Hakenson 

Kaplan, Inc. 
Lindner Family Foundation 

Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson  
& Gregg Dudding 

Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman 
Sheehy Ford  

 
Lifetime Friends 

 

Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander 
Vikki  S. Beaty 

Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco 
John Briar, III 

Charlotte Brown 
Thomas & Peggy Brown 

Bill Cooke 
Bob & Peggy Cooke 

Kenneth Curry 
Fairfax County Historical Commission 

Charlie Fenimore 
Ann Marie Gardner 

Judy Tharpe Hutchinson 
Laurel Grove Baptist Church 

Honorable Jeff McKay 
Bob & Marcia Moon 

Cary Nalls 
William Poppe 
Tom  Sachs 

Bernice Schurtz 
Honorable Mark Sickles 

Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms 
Jean Starry 

Marjorie Bagget Tharpe 
Donna Poppe-Wagner 

Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker 
Helen R. Wise 

Ron Wise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franconia Museum Friends 

Our apology if we missed your name … 

please let us know and we will add you 
to the next publication! 

 

Lifetime  Business Friends 
Dove Heating and Air Conditioning 
 Fairfax Co. Historical Commission 

Jefferson Funeral Chapel 

 
Business Friends 

Hayfield Citizens Association 
James Rice, Attorney 

 
Founding Friends 

Olander & Carolyn Banks, Sr. 
Sky Phillips Beaven 

Daniel & Marcia Brown 
Cole Family 

Shirley Dove Davis 
Gregg & Debbie Dudding 

Lynn Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Walker Ford 

Paul & Johna Gagnon 
Clemens S. Gailliot Jr. 

Peter Gentieu 
Don & Carol Hakenson 

Bob Heittman (In Memory Of) 
Andy & Jane Higham 

Michael Kalis & Nicholas Kalis 
Hon. Gladys Keating (In Memory Of) 

Dan & Rita Kuntz 
Betty & Arthur Nalls (In Memory Of) 

Sue Patterson 
Brother & Ruby Schurtz (In Memory Of) 

Andrea Shimer 
Daniel  and Everett Simms 
Everett (Tom) Simms, Jr. 

Jean Marie Harper Cole Starry 
Don & Jacqueline Walker 

Homer & Ruth Glover Weller  
 
 

Event Sponsors  
Both Sides Tours – Carl Sell & Don Hakenson  

Dove Heating & Air Conditioning 
Five Star Carpet 

Laurel Grove School Association 
Mosby Tours – Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding 

Nalls Produce 
Sherman Properties – Steve Sherman 

 
 

Business Founding Friends 
Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell 

 and Don Hakenson 
Kaplan, Inc. 

Lindner Family Foundation 
Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding 

Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman 
Sheehy Ford  

Williamsburg Associates GSST Trust 
 
 

Lifetime Friends 
Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander 

Vikki  S. Beaty 
Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco 

John Briar, III 
Charlotte Brown 

Thomas & Peggy Brown 
Bill Cooke 

Bob & Peggy Cooke 
Kenneth Curry 

Charlie Fenimore 
Tom and Shelley Fink 

Ann Marie Gardner    
Ellen Goldberg               

Judy Tharpe Hutchinson 
Honorable Jeff McKay 
Bob & Marcia Moon 

Delores Morack 
Cary Nalls 

William & Donna Poppe-Wagner 
Tom  Sachs 

Bernice Schurtz 
Mark Sickles 

Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms 
Carolyn Banks Summers 
Marjorie Baggett Tharpe 

Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker 
Gregory Wilson 
Helen R. Wise 

Ron Wise 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



  

We’re on the Web! 

www.franconiamuseum.org 
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Congressman Jim Moran 
Delegate Mark Sickles 
Supervisor Jeff McKay 
Honorable Gladys Keating 
Honorable Joe Alexander 
Honorable Dana Kauffman 

   Phyllis Walker-Ford 
   Carol Hakenson 
   Jeff Langley 
   Cary Nalls 
   Steve Sherman 
   Margie Simms 
   Mary  Smith 
   Bob Young 
   Joyce Young 

Special Advisor 
   Jim Cox 
Senior Advisors: 
   Marge Tharpe  
   Margaret Welch 
   Jim Woodard 
   Sonny Wright 

Website & Facebook Editors: 
Nathaniel Lee & Jeff Langley 

Publications Consultant—Jim Sapp 

   2018  Board Of Directors: 

    President:   

        Carl Sell  (Pub Co-Editor)  

    VP for Administration:   

        Nathaniel Lee 

   VP for Education:   
        (Vacant) 

   VP for  Historical Activities:   

        Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor) 

    Secretary:   

        Judy Hutchinson  

    Treasurer: 

         Jane Higham 

Past Board Members 

Honorary Directors: 

Directors: 

 
    
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Judy Hutchinson 

Delores Comer         Debbie Dudding            
Gregg Dudding        Johna Gagnon          
Bob Heittman           Andy Higham               

Dan Kuntz                Rita Kuntz                           
Jenee Lindner          Marcia Moon             

Betty Nalls               Sue Patterson            
Edith Sprouse          Christine Tollefson    

Jacqueline Walker   .Debbi Wilson        

   ***   We Are Open   *** 
 

 Monday - Tuesday  - Wednesday  - Saturday 
 

 10:00 a.m.  -  2:00 p.m. 
 

Contact us at  franconiamuseum@yahoo.com  
 

 and set up a time with Carl Sell,  Don Hakenson, Mary 
Smith, or one of the other Board Members,  and tell 
them your story of  your  Franconia remembrances.  

FRANCONIA. . .FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS 

      

 

 

A GUIDE TO THE HISTORIC SITES OF  LEE DISTRICT  

 
Lee District Supervisor Jeff 
McKay and Fairfax County 
have produced an informa-
tive guide to the historic 
sites in Lee District. Many of 

them are in Franconia.  
 
The Franconia Museum was 
honored to be asked to con-
tribute a great deal of the 
information and pictures 
that are contained in the 
guide. Phyllis Walker Ford, 
a member of the Museum's 
Board of Directors, who al-
so spearheaded the preser-
vation of Laurel Grove 
School, headed up the team 

that produced the guide. 
 
Copies of the guide are 
available at Supervisor 
McKay's office and in the 

Museum.     
 

Volumes I through VIII of  the “Franconia Remembers”  series are  
available for purchase in the Museum, and also on our website.   

Volumes I through VII are currently being sold  for $10 each.  Volume VIII 
is available for $20 each. Complete your set at these bargain prices.   


