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History Day Set For Sunday, November 16th  -  Noon to 4 p. m. 

      

             Members, friends of members, other 
friends and their friends are all invited to 
the FREE 2014 Franconia Museum 
History Day on Sunday, November 16, 
at the Franconia Volunteer Fire 
Department, 6300 Beulah Street in 
beautiful downtown Franconia. The 
program runs from noon to 4 p.m., with 
a special conversation with former 
firefighters entitled “Stories from the 
Firehouse” at 1 p.m. Park and enter the 
building from the rear entrance.  
 
     A large number of former volunteers, 
firefighters, and members of the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary have accepted invitations to 
share their reminiscences of days gone 
by at Franconia. There also will be a 
report on the modern-day role of the 
many volunteers who continue to help 
provide exemplary service to the 
community.       
 
     Also on the program will be a special 
sale of copies of the Museum’s 
Franconia Remembers book series, 
caps, tote bags and Fairfax County 
History books. Prices will be slashed on 
all items for this one-day sale. If you are 
looking for Christmas gifts for friends or 
relatives with memories of Franconia or 
Fairfax County, don’t miss this 
opportunity.  
 
     The Museum will begin a used-book 
sale to raise funds to continue the 
mission of preserving, protecting and 
presenting the history of Franconia. 
Members and friends are asked to 
donate used paperback and hardback             

 

books and DVDs that will be resold, with 
the proceeds going to the Museum.  
 
     There also will be interludes of 
Christian folk music performed by 
guitarist and vocalist Amy Cox, a third-
generation native of Franconia who now 
lives in Colonial Beach. Her dad, James 
H. Cox, is a member of the Museum 
Board and will be coordinating several 
electronic presentations during History 
Day.  
 
     Concessions will be available with 
hamburgers, cheeseburgers, hot dogs, 
chips, soft drinks and baked goods. 
Everything for sale at the concessions 
table will be donated so all the proceeds 
will benefit the Museum and the 
Franconia Volunteer Fire Department. 
You can help by providing cookies, 
brownies, etc., that can be sold on 
History Day.  
 
     Likewise, there will be an ongoing 
raffle and we are looking for donations of 
items and/or cash cards that will spur the 
interest of potential raffle ticket 
purchasers.  
 
     Don Hakenson will be on hand selling 
his local history book, This Forgotten 
Land, as well as entertaining the crowd 
with stories about John Singleton 
Mosby’s escapades in Franconia during 
the Civil War. Hakenson will outline the 
effort by the Museum, the Lee District 
Land Use Committee and local historians 
that resulted in the preservation of the  
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Franconia has lost a lot of good Franconians as you will see in the Memoriam section.  One 
special person we lost was Gladys Keating …  
 
      Gladys Keating certainly will be remembered for her work during 
her 22-year career as a member of the Virginia House of Delegates 
representing the Forty-Third District, focusing on consumer, human 
rights and women’s issues. Here at home she is remembered fondly 
as a community leader, mother and advocate for all things involving 
her beloved Franconia.  An early advocate of the Franconia Muse-
um, Gladys served on the Board of Directors from 2005 to 2007. She 
also is a Founding Friend, providing financial support toward the   
effort of preserving, promoting and presenting the history of her 
home area.  Many of her friends joined the effort, honoring her  
memory with a contribution to the Museum.   
 
      A native of Manhattan, New York City, Gladys settled with her husband, John A. Keating, in 
Franconia in 1961. They raised three sons, John, Larry and Michael, and two daughters, Maggie 
and Eileen. Things were always busy in the Keating household. Both Jack, a Lieutenant Colonel in 
the Army, and Gladys were active in the Franconia Youth Association and Bush Hill Elementary, 
Mark Twain Middle School and Edison High School.  Gladys served as president of the Brookland/
Bush Hill Civic Association and the Edison High School PTA.  
 
      A 45-year resident of Franconia, Gladys passed away on August 19, 2014. She had recently 
celebrated her 91st birthday. Jack died in 2003. In addition to the five children, there are 17 grand-
children and 13 great grandchildren in the immediate Keating family. 
 
      In addition to the Museum, Gladys was zealous in her support for the John Marshall Library on 
Rose Hill Drive where the community room is named in her honor. She also served as a trustee on 
the Fairfax County Library Board. A voracious reader, Gladys was a frequent visitor to John Mar-
shall and probably read every bill to come before the Virginia House during her long career at least 
twice. When she retired in 2000, she was senior woman in the Virginia Legislature and the uncon-
tested champion reader. 

Continued on page 10 
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President’s Message … Carl Sell 

 
 
 

 

History Day 2014 … continued 
 

Fairfax House overlooking Burgundy Village and Alexandria, and Mosby’s late night visits under the noses 
of nearby Union camps.  
 
     Members and friends who wish to donate books, baked goods or raffle items are requested to bring 
them to the firehouse rear entrance prior to the start of History Day. Books also can be delivered in ad-
vance to the Franconia Museum in the Government Center, 6121 Franconia Road. The Museum is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. To donate raffle items, contact 
Carl Sell at 703-971-4716 sellcarl@aol.com or Debbi Wilson at debbiwilson@yahoo.com. Donations are 
deductible as allowed by law. The Franconia Museum is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization.   

 

mailto:sellcarl@aol.com
mailto:debbiwilson@yahoo.com
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History of Harry & Alice Hopkins 
Written November 2013                                           by Alice Hopkins 

     Harry Hopkins was born on October 16, 
1928. He was born just off the RF&P railroad 
near Fleet Drive. He lived there until he was 
five. Then he moved on the other side of 
Franconia Road near the Lyles and Kitsons and 
the Ogdens. He later moved to Telegraph Road 
near the Coast Guard Station. He was the 
youngest of three children born to John & Mary 
Hopkins. He had one sister, Caroline Jacobs, 
and one brother. Sammie Hopkins. Both are 
now deceased.  
 

     Harry was raised in Franconia, which then 
was an Alexandria address. Harry had several 
bicycles and four paper routes. He quit school 
at 15 and went to work in a garage. He always 
liked cars. He has had four restored cars, a 
1927 Chrysler, a 1966 T-Bird, a 1947 Chevy 
coupe and a 1937 Chevy pickup.  He still has 
the two Chevys  and drives them often.  
 

     He worked for his brother, digging wells and 
septic systems by hand. Later, he ran heavy 
equipment, which he loves and still owns three 
pieces. At age 85, he still cuts about 15 acres of 
grass a week with four tractors. (Not bad for a 
poor old country boy!) 
 

     Harry has never been afraid to start a new 
business. He has worked on bicycles, cars, 
tractors and heavy equipment. He has worked 
for others and owned his own business. He has 
done septic systems, dug basements, cleared 
land, and graded yards and installed driveways, 
all while living in Franconia.  He says he has 
worked for a lot of nice people, including his 
sons Hoppy and Roy.  
 

     Alice Edna Sisson Hopkins was born on July 
6, 1933. She was born in a home at the corner 
of Beulah Road and Hayfield Road, which was 
Helms’ Store. (That portion of Hayfield Road is 
now Manchester Boulevard, and Chili's is now 
located where Helms' Store once stood.)  Alice 
was raised on the lower end of Telegraph 
Road, near Hilltop Sand & Gravel. 
 

     Alice went to Franconia School, through the 
seventh grade. She quit in 1948, met Harry in  

Tell Us Your Story 
Franconia Museum 

6121 Franconia Road, Franconia, VA  22310 
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com 

June of that year and they were married in 
October. We built our first house in Lincoln 
Heights on Gene Street. We lived there 24 
years and raised five children, Harry, Jr. 
(Hoppy), Roy, Susie, Wesley and Faye. All 
went to Franconia School and are now grown 
and in business for themselves. We have nine 
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. 
 

       We were members of Beulah Baptist 
Church (now called Calvary Road Baptist 
Church) .  
 

           We will always love Franconia!     
   
     In 1972, we moved to Orange County. We 
raised the last two children there. We bought 56 
acres on Route #20 (Constitution Highway) in 
Locust Grove. Harry still did excavating work for 
a few years. He then built a repair shop, a tire 
store and a parts store. He also had a wrecker 
business and a junk yard.  
 

     Hoppy took over the excavating business, 
Roy did some excavating and now does 
framing. Susie built seven new houses in Lake 
of the Woods. Wesley runs the Tire and Repair 
Shop now and Faye owns Faye’s Office Supply 
in Orange. All of the family lives within two 
miles of us. We all are active in Salem United 
Methodist Church. 
     
     We still live on Route #20 in a beautiful two-
story house on 50 some acres. We are in good 
health and stay very busy every day. We have 
four business rentals and four rental houses. 
We do most of the repairs ourselves. 
 

     We have been married for 65 years now 
(and they said it wouldn’t last!). We thank God 
every day for such a wonderful life. It doesn’t 
get any better than this. 
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           More than 30 riders enjoyed the Franconia 
Museum’s Hometown History Tour in early 
August. Stops included the Ashland House, 
Sharon Chapel, Laurel Grove School and Nalls 
Produce. Along the way, guests were treated to 
historical highlights and a drive-by of the recently 
completed Fairfax House overlooking Burgundy 
Village where Confederate Colonel John 
Singleton Mosby visited on at least two 
occasions under the noses of nearby Federal 
troops. Museum Board member and Mosby 
expert Don Hakenson and Museum President 
Carl Sell provided most of the commentary on 
the tour.   
 
     At Ashland, built in the early 1820s, owner 
Nazir Bhagat and his family were the hosts for a 
tour of the house and interesting historical facts. 
Hakenson recounted the origins of Sharon 
Chapel and its historic cemetery. Phyllis Walker 
Ford, also a member of the Museum Board, told 
about Laurel Grove and its connection to her 
ancestors. At Nalls Produce, owner and Museum 
Board member Cary Nalls and his daughter, 
Valerie, outlined the agricultural history of the 
site and its present operation.  
 
     The Franconia Museum is grateful to 
Christian Center Ministries for providing the bus 
and driver for the tour at no charge. All of the 
proceeds from the tour will greatly help the 
Museum preserve, protect and present the 
history of our unique area. Nalls Produce 
provided a picnic for the hungry riders when the 
bus reached the agricultural oasis on Beulah 
Street. Museum Board member Steve Sherman 
and his company, Sherman Properties, also 
helped provide food for the picnic.  
 
     All in all it was an outstanding day for a look 
at the history of Franconia. We are planning 
another trip next summer, so don’t be left 
behind. Potential stops are Olivet Church, the 
Fairfax House and other areas of significance 
long ago.      

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.  

Hometown History Tour  
By Carl Sell 

 
Not on our mailing list?   

 
Want to become part of  
our growing family …   

 
contact us  at  

franconiamuseum@yahoo.com   
 

to find out how to become  
a  friend of the Museum  
or call Steve Sherman  

at 703-971-7700 
on how to become a   
business sponsor of  

the museum 

 
 
 
   
 
  
  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

The Franconia Museum needs          
volunteers who can spare one day 
a month to help keep the Museum 
open during the week. The hours 
are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Sat-
urdays also are available. We also 
need volunteers who can work on 
short notice during those days. 
Depending on response, the     
Board would like to open the Mu-
seum  one more day each week. 
Please call President Carl Sell at 
703-971-4716 or via e-mail at sell-
carl@aol.com if you are interest-
ed. Prospects will be asked to 
spend a few days with one of our 
volunteers before flying solo. The 
only requirement is an interest in 
Franconia history.  

mailto:sellcarl@aol.com
mailto:sellcarl@aol.com
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Thomas A. Edison High School “Buy A Brick Campaign” 
By Debbi Wilson 

The Franconia Museum was proud to participate and purchase a brick in Thomas A. Edison 
High School’s “Buy A Brick campaign.” These bricks serve as a lasting, on-campus tribute 
to the Edison community.   

Edison Class Reunion 2014 
 

For Classes: 
 

Top Right  -  1968 
 

Bottom Left  - 1969 
 

Bottom Right  -  1970 
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The Confederate Guerilla Chieftain John 
Singleton Mosby visited the Fairfax house twice 
during the war.  The reason Mosby wanted to visit 
the farmhouse was because it was built at the top 
of Lawson’s Hill, outside of Alexandria and Mosby 
would be able to see all the movements of the 
Union troops entering and exiting the town. After 
finding this new information Sell and I authored 
the following Franconia Museum historical marker 
for the Fairfax house.  

(The marker has been installed. The house is 
located at 3398 Tennessee Avenue. Take 
Franconia Road east toward Telegraph Road and 
turn left on Norton Road at Sunset Hill Baptist 
Church. Go to first stop sign and turn right on 
Burgundy Road. Take an immediate right on 
Tremont Drive to the dead end at Palin Place. 
Left on Palin and an immediate right on 
Tennessee. The house will be on the left as you 
enter the cul de sac. If you are traveling west on 
Franconia from Telegraph, turn right on Norton 
and follow the directions from there. If the house 
is vacant, go in the back yard and view the 
Cameron Valley and Alexandria the way Mosby 
did on at least two occasions during the Civil 
War).  

 
Fire Sale 

“Franconia Remembers”  
Books 

 
Cleaning house and making room for 
more.  Missing any of the past seven 
volumes of “Franconia Remembers” 
Museum books … come to Franconia 
Museum History Day on November 
16th at the Franconia Fire Department 
and pick one up for yourself or as a 
gift. 

The Fairfax House and Mosby’s Involvement Preserved 
By Don Hakenson 

     James Lowe, a lawyer in the city of 
Alexandria owned an old historical house located 
at 3301 Burgundy Road in Burgundy Village, that 
was known as the “Fairfax” house or 
“Fairview.”  Unfortunately, Lowe died in 2003 
and his wife sold the dwelling and ten acres of 
land to a developer in 2004 for a large sum of 
money. The residence was originally designated 
for destruction and a plan was created to build 
30 new very expensive homes on that site.   
 

     Due to the combined efforts of Lee District 
Supervisor Dana Kauffman; the Lee District 
Land Use Committee; the Franconia Museum; 
and the Burgundy Village Civic Association they 
were able to document the house was built 
before the American Civil War and that the home 
was a true treasure in the Lee District community 
and should be saved and not destroyed. At that 
point the new owner agreed to renovate the 
historic old Fairfax house and only build 24 
additional houses on the property in order to 
move on with his plan.  Not only was the house 
saved through various organizations working 
together, but an additional proffer was 
established to also create a historical marker at 
the house after it was repaired and made ready 
for sale.  
 

     The Fairfax home was owned by John Fairfax 
and was built prior to the American Civil War in 
the 1850s. The Fairfax family had been 
mentioned countless times in the published diary 
of Anne Frobel, who lived at Wilton Hill, on 
today’s Franconia Road. The Fairfax farm was 
used as a Union hospital and was also used to 
accommodate Union officers stationed in the 
neighborhood  

    After the house was renovated and put up for 
sale, Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay insisted 
that the Franconia Museum write the historical 
narrative for the marker and that the tablet be 
placed at the home site.  At that point Carl Sell 
and the author conducted another review of the 
history of the home. While taking a closer look at 
Anne Frobel’s diary we were able to verify that 
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The Fairfax House and Mosby’s Involvement Preserved … continued 
By Don Hakenson 
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Good Books about  

Local History   
 
 

This Forgotten Land: 
A Tour of Civil War Sites and Other  

Historical Landmarks   South of 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
and 

 
This Forgotten Land Vol. II 

Biographical Sketches Of Confederate 
Veterans Buried in Alexandria, Virginia 

 
By Don Hakenson 

 
Get your copy today by calling 

Don at 703- 971- 4984 
dhakenson@verizon.net  

Books Written By  
Our Board Members 

      

Board Members Needed! 

The Franconia  Museum 
has two vacancies on its 
Board of Directors. If 
you are interested in 
preserving, protecting 
and presenting the     
history of your home 
town, please get in 

touch with one of the officers. We are          
particularly interested in someone who can add 
recent history to our abundance of information 
of long ago!  
 
     The Museum Board meets on the first 
Thursday of every month (except July) at the 
Museum headquarters in the Franconia     
Government Center, 6121 Franconia Road.  
We stage several major events each year,   
including our annual History Day, which is   
usually scheduled for October.  

 
     The Museum Board has been instrumental 
in the placement of various historic markers, 
and organizing Civil War and local history 
tours, as well as living history programs featur-
ing long-time residents. The only qualifications 
needed are an interest in local history and 
membership in the Franconia Museum.  

 

 

Everyone has a story to tell and we want 
to hear yours!  If you are  interested in 
sharing your stories with us, please email 
us at  franconiamuseum@yahoo.com. 
 

 The  Franconia Museum is also looking 
for artifacts, photos, and maps (gifts or 
loans) for future exhibits.  
  

Franconia Museum, Inc., is a 501 ( c) ( 3 )  
private community based  not-for-profit    

organization.  
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Memoir of John Milstead  
by Jim Cox  

corners.”  So we got the clubhouse put back 
together in the preferred location.  I think we 
quickly lost interest in it at that point, moved 
on to other things and left it to collapse and 
rot over time. 
 
     This was the only contact I had with the 
Milsteads until I started volunteering with the 
Franconia Museum. The Milstead sons were 
younger than me so I never had any contact 
with them, but evidently the family was very 
involved in Franconia Boy Scouting. At the 
2004 History Day I was approached by John 
and Marian who were very pleased with the 
Franconia Scouting display that I had creat-
ed, and after that they always sought me out 
at Museum events to let me know they were 
in attendance. John lived most of his life in 
Franconia, living on Triplett Lane which later 
became part of Van Dorn Street. One of 
John’s best friends was Donald Walker who 
was also very actively involved in Boy Scout-
ing in Franconia. Donald’s wife, Jac Walker, 
worked with John to write his family story in 
Franconia Remembers, Volume III. I got to 
assist with editing the Milstead story, scan-
ning the photographs, and helping Don 
Hakenson with desktop publishing the book.  
 
     With John’s passing we have lost another 
piece of Franconia history and a true friend 
of the Franconia Museum. 

     On Thursday, July 24, 2014,   John, formerly 
of Franconia, VA, passed away peacefully in   
Fredericksburg, VA. Dear husband for 62 years 
of Marian; father of Gary, Teri (Johnson), and 
Louise (Hahler); grandfather of  Randon, Melissa, 
Jason, Eric, Lachel, Conor, and Katie; great-
grandfather of Liam and Sydney. John is survived 
by a brother, James, and a sister, Joan, and    
beloved friends Bobby and Peggy. John was a 
member of the Sheet Metal Local #100 for 65 
years and served in the United States Army. 
John was buried at National Memorial Park, in 
Falls Church, VA. 
 
     John was a neighbor of mine from the time my 
parents moved to Villa Lane (now Villa Street) in 
the summer of 1961, on thru my college years in 
the mid 1970’s. The only time I ever remember 
having any interaction with him was the result of 
a ramshackle lean-to/clubhouse/fort that I helped 
the Perkins boys (John, George and Mike) build 
next to his house. Knowing my carpentry skills I 
mostly watched and did “gofer” work. We 
scrounged scrap lumber from all over the neigh-
borhood and far afield to build this        monstrosi-
ty in the Perkins’ side yard, right next to the 
Milstead’s house. The structure, if you can call it 
that, was an ongoing project and we were nailing 
new stuff on it day and night.  
 
     We also would sort of camp out sitting out 
there talking for hours late into the night. Finally 
John came over to talk to us and tell us that we 
were right next to his bedroom window, and we 
were keeping him and his wife up at night. He 
asked us about moving the shack further back on 
the Perkins property so it would be next to John’s 
back yard, and offered to work with us. We      
deliberated for a few minutes and decided to ac-
cept his offer to help. Our first attempt to move 
the shack by dragging it was not successful be-
cause it was just too heavy, as in tons. So con-
siderable disassembly and reassembly were re-
quired, but true to his word John worked with us 
and he laughed about all the bent and rusty nails 
we had put in the thing. He straightened out 
many of them so he would not have to “nail 

   John Milstead - Don Walker - Buddy Nalls 
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     ( 
   There were many other Franconia issues in 
which she was involved as a zealous protector, 
including Olivet Episcopal Church where she was 
a lay reader. Each time the Church was threat-
ened by the widening of Franconia Road and 
Beulah Street, she was there to make sure it was 
not touched. The brick wall at the church along 
Franconia Road is a quiet monument to her vocif-
erous testimony to keep the church intact. 
 
      And when a citizen’s group walked the prop-
erty of what is now Lee District Park as part of the 
early planning, she stepped in a hole and twisted 
her ankle. That didn’t stop Gladys, who finished 
the hike and participated in the drafting of the 
plan that formed the basis for the park we all en-
joy today.      
 
      Women’s issues and family law drew particu-
lar attention from Delegate Keating. An advocate 
for women’s health, she authored a resolution 
declaring breast cancer a public health emergen-
cy and calling for additional research.  A 50-year 
breast cancer survivor, she was chief patron of a 
bill requiring Virginia insurance companies to pro-
vide coverage for mammography.  
 
      Citizens throughout Virginia benefitted from 
legislation championed by Gladys Keating. An 
outspoken consumer advocate, she fought 
against the sale of customer lists by the tele-
phone company, won approval of a bill requiring 
prominent display of product return policies in re-
tail stores, and sponsored a study that prompted 
major grocery chains to improve the readability of 
shelf prices. She worked diligently to improve 
manpower and compensation levels for the Vir-
ginia State Police and was a leading proponent of 
firearms safety.   
 
      All of us connected with the Franconia Muse-
um draw strength from the contributions of people 
like Gladys Keating. Her tenacity in search of a 
better community, coupled with the experience 
gained by the efforts of the past, provide a 
roadmap for a bright future in Gladys Keating’s 
hometown. 

 

 

OLD PHOTOS President’s Message  -  Gladys Keating  
continued 

 

Franconia Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary 
Fashion Show Fund Raiser 

Bush Hill  Elementary Grade 5      1957  -  58 

Alma Shop  -  Rose Hill Shopping Center 
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  In Memoriam … continued 

 
Mary Jane Fitzgerald moved to 
Franconia with her mother and 
father, Charles Berry Fitzgerald 
and Roslyn Clair Shields, and 
younger brother, Lynnwood 
Shields Fitzgerald, in the early 
1930s and entered the seventh-

grade at Franconia   Elementary School. They 
lived on a farm on what was then known as Beu-
lah Road. Her dad opened Fitzgerald’s Grocery 
on Franconia Road (where the CVS is now locat-
ed) in 1936, and Mary Jane and her mother, 
known as Clara, held the fort there while her dad 
worked as a carpenter to pay the bills until the 
business got established. It was tough getting 
started during the              Depression, and Mary 
Jane later would recall that some days the gross 
receipts would be as little as $8.  Fitzgerald’s be-
came a favorite Franconia gathering place until it 
closed in 1972.   
 
Mary Jane was a member of the last graduating 
class at the old Lee Jackson High School across 
Cameron Run in the section of Fairfax County 
that now is part of the City of Alexandria. During 
her high school days, she would babysit young 
Joe Alexander who lived with his family next to 
the Fitzgerald farm. Joe would become the     
long-time Lee District Supervisor and a close 
friend of Lynn until the younger Fitzgerald died in 
2002. Lynn was one of the prime movers in the 
formation of the Franconia Museum and donated 
many artifacts from the store to the Museum.    
 
Mary Jane married her high school sweetheart, 
John Briar, Jr., in 1940 and they moved into a 
house built with plans from the 1939 New York 
World’s Fair in Wellington Villa that was a      
wedding present from John’s parents.  The junior 
Briar was a member of both the Franconia,  and 
Mount Vernon Volunteer Fire Departments before 
starting Briar’s Ambulance Service in 1948. Mary 
Jane operated the ambulance service for a year 
or two after her husband died in 1960.  
 

Martin Van Buren Bostetter, Jr.   

Mary Jane Fitzgerald Briar Smith  
Mary Jane was a graduate of a business school  
in Washington, D.C., and worked at Virginia Pow-
er, Fort Belvoir, a real estate firm, and both old 
Alexandria Hospital and Mount Vernon     Hospi-
tal before a long career as an administrative as-
sistant for a doctor. She married Phillip Smith, Jr., 
in 1969 and they lived in Wellington until he died 
in 1998.  
 
Mary Jane Fitzgerald Briar Smith died at Green-
spring in Springfield on August 9, 2014 after a 
lengthy illness. She is survived by her son, John 
Briar III, daughter Suzanne Briar Wood and her 
husband Robert, stepson John Phillip Smith III, 
and stepdaughter Margaret Leland Smith.     
 
(Visit the Franconia Museum and view the   orig-
inal cash register, the candy case, receipt ma-
chine, meat grinder and other items from Fitz-
gerald’s Grocery.  Also on display is a      por-
tion of a pew from the old Bethel Methodist 
Church that was located on Beulah Road at its 
intersection with Fleet Drive. The building still 
remains as Mount Calvary Community Church, 
but most of the original congregation moved to 
the new quarters known as Franconia Methodist 
Church next to the Franconia Elementary 
School.  Also, use the scale from Fitzgerald’s 
Grocery when you buy fruit and vegetables at 
Nalls Produce on Beulah Street. It is on loan 
from the Museum.)    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Martin Van Buren Bostetter, Jr.  passed away on 
August 8, 2014 at the home of his daughter Lisa  

 
Continued on page 12 
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Tracy in Alexandria. He was 88. Bostetter spent 
his teen-age years living with his family on Beulah 
Road in Franconia. He graduated from Mount 
Vernon High School in 1944 and four days later 
received his draft notice and served in the Navy 
until World War II ended. 

 
Bostetter attended the University of Virginia, 
earning his B.A. degree in 1950 and his law 
degree in 1952. He married Joanne Rushworth in 
1955 and they raised four children, Martin VB 
Bostetter III, of Alexandria, David William 
Bostetter, also of Alexandria, Jonathon Andrew 
Bostetter of Fort Myers, Florida, and Lisa and 
husband Tracy of Alexandria.  Joanne Bostetter 
died in 2001. The Bostetters also are survived by 
six grandchildren.  

 
The United States Courthouse at 200 South 
Washington Street was named the Martin VB 
Bostetter Federal Courthouse in 1998 to honor 
his long career as a Bankruptcy Judge. It is the 
only Federal Courthouse in the nation named for 
a Bankruptcy Judge.  

 
He began his legal career in 1952 as an assistant 
city attorney in Alexandria and was appointed an 
Associate Judge of the Municipal Court of 
Alexandria in 1957. He served in that capacity for 
two years before being named to the United 
States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District 
of Virginia. He became the Chief Judge in 1985.  

 
Bostetter is a past president of the Alexandria Bar 
Association, the Alexandria Hospital Corporation, 
the Alexandria Boys Club and various other 
community organizations in the city.  

 
While a youngster in Franconia, Bostetter lived in 
a house built by the grandfather and great uncle, 
respectively, of two current members of the 
Franconia Museum Board of Directors,  Judy 
Hutchinson and Cary Nalls. The house was 
located on what is now Beulah Street near its 
intersection with Burnett Street.  Joe Alexander, 
who has spent his entire life in Franconia, 
remembers Bostetter was a childhood friend of 
Lynn Fitzgerald and William (Brother) Schurtz, 
both of whom became legends in Franconia and 
enthusiastic early supporters of the Franconia        

 

Museum.  Bostetter’s brother, James Rice, also 
a member and business supporter of the 
Museum,  practices law in the Kingstowne-
Franconia area. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bill Cooke got the Franconia Museum’s book 
series Franconia Remembers off to a very 
meaningful start with his reminiscences of his 
family, the community and the fire department in 
the first volume published in October 2003. He 
would continue to be an important resource for 
the Museum’s Story Swap series and the most 
recent book recalling the Franconia Volunteer 
Fire Department.  
 
William Apperson Cooke passed away on July 
19, 2014 at his home in Solomans, MD. His wife 
of 56 years,  Glenna Molleur Cooke,  passed 
away in 2006. He is survived by daughters Diane 
Ruth Boyd, Dawn Adelyn Miller and son William 
James Cooke. He is also survived by a brother, 
Robert George Cooke, and a sister, Beverly Ann 
Lordi. He was predeceased by a brother, James 
David Cooke, and a sister, Jacqueline Walker, 
the latter being one of the founders of the 
Franconia Museum. Jac later would write a story 
for Volume III of Franconia Remembers, filling in 
and moving on where her brother had left off, 
and incorporating information about her 
husband, Donald Walker, and his family. Donald 
still holds the fort on Valley View Drive.     
  
 Bill was born in Culpeper and moved with his 
family to Franconia in 1929. He started school at  

  In Memoriam … continued 

William Apperson "Bill" Cooke  
July 4, 1925 – July 19, 2014  
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  In Memoriam … continued 

 

young man chased her affections.  Their hopes 
were dashed when the pretty young lady was on 
her way to the store one day in 1935 and spotted 
a new boy riding a bicycle in the neighborhood. 
Ruth would always say it was love at first sight, at 
least on her part, although he was five years older 
than her. She married Ellis Glover, the boy on the 
bike, when she was 17 and helped  him organize a  
construction company that built many local 
buildings, including the new Franconia firehouse in 
1967.   
 
Ruth died just two months short of her 90th 
birthday on June 20 in Baker, West Virginia.  She 
is survived by her second husband, Homer Weller, 
an electrician who worked at Ellis and Ruth’s 
company, E. L. Glover, and wired most of the 
houses in the Rose Hill subdivision in the 1950s.  
She also is survived by her children, Ellis Glover, 
Jr., William Glover, Nancy Schuler, Pat Lundgren 
and Gi Gi Stratton. She was buried in Mount 
Comfort cemetery near Groveton.  
 
She attended the then “new” Mount Vernon High 
School in the early 1940s and was quite a 
basketball star. After her marriage, she and Ellis 
set about nurturing a successful and prestigious 
construction firm that built buildings at George 
Mason University and Northern Virginia 
Community College, Fairfax City Hall and various 
schools for Fairfax County, including Terrasett 
Elementary, the underground solar-powered 
facility in Burke Center.  
 
Closer to home, the Glovers built St. Lawrence 
Catholic Church and the cafeteria addition to 
Franconia Elementary School. The firehouse 
construction was particularly close to Ruth’s heart 
since she grew up just a few steps away from the 
site. Ellis died in 1985 and Ruth later married 
Weller before moving from Clifton to the Rotunda 
in Tyson’s Corner and finally to West Virginia in 
2008. She returned to Franconia often to see old 
friends despite failing health.   
 
Homer and Ruth Weller are Founding 
Friends of the Franconia Museum.    
 
 
 

 the old Franconia School near the railroad tracks 
in 1931 when he was six years old.  That same 
December, Bill and his schoolmates would move 
into the new school at Franconia Road and Beulah 
Road. His teacher in the first and second  
grades, like most Franconia youngsters in those 
years, was Miss  Evelyn Broaders, who married 
Woody Smith and was the mother of Mary Smith, 
who has been a member of the Museum since the 
beginning.  
 
Bill met his wife in Arlington while both were in the 
Navy. They were married in 1951  and eventually 
moved to Norfolk after she retired and Bill was at 
sea. He retired in 1964 and the family returned to 
Franconia for a while before they bought a home 
in Accokeek, MD, in order to be closer to his job at 
the Census Bureau in Suitland, MD.  
 
Bill was a man of many talents. Quite the 
handyman, he was a master craftsman and 
enjoyed doing mechanical work on his cars.  As 
well as gardening, camping and traveling (of 
course), in his spare time he played the 12-string 
guitar and enjoyed watching baseball.  
 
Learn more about this amazing life by reading 
Volumes I and IV of Franconia Remembers, as 
well as Volume VII, the history of the fire 
department. If you don’t already have these books, 
they are on sale at the Museum! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ruth Nelson Glover Weller was the Belle of 
Franconia during her early teens and many a  

Ruth Nelson Glover Weller  
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.Local news used to travel by word of mouth and 
there was no better place to catch up on 
happenings in Franconia than Roy Rankin’s 
barber shop. It was first located on Franconia 
Road across from Ward’s Corner and then in the 
Rose Hill Shopping Center.  Rankin’s Rose Hill 
Barber Shop was one of the original businesses 
in Rose Hill when the center opened in 1961. 
Previously, the Safeway store sat there by its 
lonesome for three years. Of the originals, only 
the barber shop, cleaners, beauty shop and 
pizza parlor remain in the same location.   
 
Roy cut hair in Franconia from 1955 until May of 
this year when he passed away at age 84 from 
an aneurism while recovering from a broken hip. 
Although he had sold the shop about 20 years 
ago, he continued to operate the chair just inside 
the door every Saturday until a few weeks before 
he died. He knew most every male in Franconia 
and plenty of the parents-- both male and female
-- who brought their sons to get their first haircut.  
 
Although Roy is gone, the local history 
conversations continue at the Rose Hill Barber 
Shop. Donald (Scotty) Scott, one of Roy’s first 
barbers, continues to hold court and cut hair 
every day except Thursday. He began working 
at the Franconia Road shop in 1960 and moved 
to Rose Hill two year later.  
 
Rankin and his wife Barbara Anne moved         
to Northern Virginia in the 1950s when she got   
a job at then Cameron Station and he began 
cutting hair in Shirley Duke (now Foxchase).    
He opened his own shop in Franconia and they  

 

 moved to nearby Em Street and later to 
Greenleaf Street.  They raised three children 
here, sons James and  Terrance and daughter 
Tamara.  James built the cabinets that line the 
walls in the Museum, including those behind 
glass to protect valuable artifacts.  
 
Roy was active in community organizations and 
was the president of the Springfield-Franconia 
Lions Club. The Rankins belong to Franconia 
United Methodist Church.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Carol Sutherland Cicale passed away peacefully 
on April 26, 2014, two days prior to her 68th 
birthday,  with Michael, her loving husband of 37 
years, by her side.  Mother of Nicholas Cicale; 
Sister of Ron, Steve and Mark Sutherland, 
Sharon Wideman and Debbie Zavolas and the 
late David Sutherland. Also survived by her four 
children from a previous marriage, Kristin, 
Jonathan, Adam and Elizabeth, and 
grandchildren.  
 
Carol and her family moved to Franconia in 1956, 
when she was 10 years old.  She attended 
Beulah Baptist Church, and went to Bush Hill 
Elementary School.  (County separation lines 
sent the northern half of Beulah Road to 
Franconia Elementary, and the southern half to 
Bush Hill Elementary.)  She then attended Lee 
High School, and was a 1964 graduate of the first 
graduating class of Edison High School.  
 
Funeral services were held at Jefferson Funeral 
Chapel, Franconia, on  May 1, and interment was 
in Mount Comfort Cemetery. 

  In Memoriam … continued 

Roy Rankin  

Carol Sutherland Cicale 
April 28, 1946 – April 26, 2014 
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Bonnie Lynn Rush Mayer   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Joseph Glynn (Sonny) Moyer’s family stretches 
way back in the Telegraph Road area that now 
is just south of the Beltway. Much of the area 
made way for Metro and the new Telegraph 
Road interchange, but the memories are    
priceless. Sonny worked in his Grandfather    
Norman Ridgeway’s store and gas station as a 
youngster, and helped a friend of his mother, 
Virginia Pullman, deliver mail along Telegraph 
and Franconia Roads. The store stood in what 
was called Happy Valley where the new ramps 
take traffic from Telegraph to Huntington and 
South King’s Highway. 
 
Sonny, who died at age 76 on May 29, 2014 
after a long illness, grew up in Huntington, right 
where the lower entrance to Metro is today.     
In fact, his parents’ house still stands where it 
was moved by Metro to Telegraph next to the     
community center and Burke & Herbert Bank.  
He is survived by his wife, Jo Carolyn Moyer, 
children Derek and Diedre, and brother Larry 
Moyer. Another brother, David, predeceased 
Glynn.  
 
Those who recall the old rivalry between Mount 
Vernon High School and George    Washington 
High School in Alexandria chuckle at the    
memory that Sonny married a GW girl. Jo was  
a majorette who met Barbara Godfrey, a Mount 
Vernon majorette from Franconia, and became 
friends when both appeared in the George 
Washington Day Parade in Alexandria. Barbara 
introduced Jo to Sonny, who also attended 
Mount Vernon, and they were married right after 

high school. Jo now lives in Wilton Woods and 
Barbara in Claremont.   
 
Sonny joined the Navy in 1956 and then worked 
in the Washington area construction industry for 
50 years before retiring in 2005. During his ca-
reer he was honored with numerous special 
awards for innovative craftsmanship. He was an 
avid hunter and fisherman who also enjoyed 
searching for Civil War relics with friend Eddie 
Wilder.  He coached teams in the Pioneer Base-
ball League and the Lee District Football League 
for 19 years with friends Darrell Hawkins and 
Fred Landon.  
 
In the last few years, Sonny and Jo enjoyed visits 
to the Franconia Museum, and they joined other 
Civil War enthusiasts on a bus trip to Gettysburg. 
Last year, Jo presented Sonny with a copy of 
John Paul Strain’s painting depicting the Rose 
Hill Raid, which she had  purchased from the Mu-
seum for his birthday.     
 
 
 
 

Bonnie Lynn (Rush) Mayer, 67, of Front Royal, 
Virginia, died Wednesday, August 13, 2014, in 
Heritage Hall in Front Royal. 
 

A funeral service was held Wednesday, August 
20, at 10:00 a.m. at Maddox Funeral Home con-
ducted by Pastor Randy DeSantis. Burial fol-
lowed at 2:00 p.m.  in Quantico National Ceme-
tery in Triangle, Virginia. 
 

Mrs. Mayer was born October 3, 1946, in Alexan-
dria, Virginia, daughter of Lynn and Virginia Mer-
riman Rush. She was a graduate of Edison High 
School in Franconia, VA,  and a retired retail 
clerk for Michaels Stores, Inc., an arts and crafts 
store.  

continued on page 16 

  In Memoriam … continued 

Joseph Glynn “Sonny” Moyer  
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    In Memoriam … continued 

 
Bonnie Mayer continued 

 
She was married to the late Robert Anthony Mayer.  
Surviving are a son, Michael Francis Mayer of Front 
Royal; a step-son, Anthony Mayer of Woodbridge; 
a step-daughter, Chrissy Kascak of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; a brother, Lyle Rush of 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia; and 10 
grandchildren, Josie, Katie, Maddie, Jessica, 
Robbie, Kody, Hailie, Layla, Miranda and Giselle  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty Jean Pugh Blevins grew up in Franconia and 
everyone knew her as Jean. She was the daughter 
of Clarence and Elsie Posey Pugh and lived near 
the RF&P (now CSX) railroad tracks. Jean went to 
Franconia School and graduated from Mount 
Vernon High School in 1945. Although she lived 
most of her adult life with her late husband, Elbert 
Blevins, in Woodbridge, Jean never forgot 
Franconia. She was a supporter of the Franconia 
Museum and asked to be remembered by 
contributions to the Museum to assist in preserving 
local history.  
 
Jean Pugh Blevins died May 15, 2014, at the age of 
85 in Woodbridge. She is survived by five children -
- Brenda Knapp and her husband Don, Bonnie 
Stiles and her husband Terry, Elbert Lee Blevins, 
Jr., and his wife Sheena, Phillip Blevins and David 
Blevins.  Jean and Elbert had seven grandchildren 
and 11 great grandchildren.   
 
She is remembered as being active in the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Franconia Volunteer Fire 
 

 Department. Her uncle, Nort Pearson, was 
connected with the old Pearson’s Store and Post 
Office that was located along the railroad tracks in 
Newington for many years. Jean and her husband 
lived on Old Bridge Road in Woodbridge near what 
once was the old Woodbridge Airport. She is 
buried in Mount Comfort Cemetery near Groveton.     
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph Lynn Bondurant passed away peacefully 
on August 16, 2014 at his home in Alexandria after 
a long illness. He was born in Washington, DC, 
February 22, 1947, to the late Lela Belle Justus 
and William Lloyd Bondurant. Joseph married 
Mattie Ann Dickson December 2, 1969, and was 
blessed with two sons – the late Joseph Lynn 
Bondurant, Jr. and Nicholas Lynn Bondurant. 
 

 A 1965 graduate of Edison High School, Joseph 
was an avid chess player, and in later years 
enjoyed a friendly game of Hearts with friends. 
During the Korean War Joseph served in the Army 
deployed in Korea. He retired in 2008 from Verizon 
(formerly C & P Telephone Company, Bell Atlantic 
& AT&T) after 42 years of service as a Cable 
Technician and having received a "Spirit of 
Service" Award. Joseph was preceded in death by 
his Mother and Father, and his son, Joseph Lynn 
Bondurant, Jr. Joseph is survived by Mattie Ann 
Bondurant, his beloved wife of 44 years of 
Alexandria, VA; his loving son, Nicholas Lynn 
Bondurant, wife Jill, and grandson, Evan Joshua of 
Columbia, MD; brother James C. Bondurant & wife 
Marlene of Alexandria; brother Odell N. Bondurant 
& wife Deborah of Prince Frederick, MD; sister 
Lela N. Elliott & husband Earl of Alexandria; and 
brother George E. Bondurant also of Alexandria; 
as well as numerous nieces, nephews & cousins. 
 

 

Joseph L. Bondurant 

 

 

Betty Jean Pugh Blevins  

javascript:void(


Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.  
Page 17 

 

Longtime resident of  Franconia, VA  Beloved 
wife of James E. Ratcliff; mother of LaDonna 
Ratcliff, Barry Ratcliff, Rick Ratcliff (Tara) and 
David Ratcliff; grandmother of Tracie and Kyle 
Ratcliff, Leanne Bradbury, Jenna Crews and J.R. 
and Tyler Charles; great-grandmother of Gage, 
Ella and Colin. Visitation was held at Jefferson 
Funeral Chapel on May 21, 2014, and funeral 
services were held at  Reality Gospel Church, 
5937 Franconia Rd. Alexandria, VA on 
Thursday, May 22. Interment was in Mt. Comfort 
Cemetery. 
 

Paul Wilson Lipscomb II, 54, of Alexandria, VA 
passed away surrounded by his family on 
August 28, 2014. He was a life-long resident of 
Alexandria, the son of Paul W. Lipscomb, 
Culpeper, VA and Angela Marea Destout 
Lipscomb, Elkton, VA. He was a graduate of 
Edison High School Class of 1977 and attended 
classes at Northern VA Community College over 
the years. He played many sports growing up, 
was an avid golfer and coach of various Little 
Leagues in the local area. 
 

 In addition to his parents, he is survived by his 
wife Dabney C. Lipscomb, his three sons, 
Christopher J. married to Leslie (Tobin) 
Lipscomb, Stone Ridge, VA, Steven J. married 
to April (Jenkins) Lipscomb, Gilbert, AZ, and 
Matthew J., Forest, VA, and grandsons, Aiden C. 
Lipscomb of Stone Ridge, VA and Camden J. 
Lipscomb of Gilbert, AZ. He is also survived by 
numerous uncles, aunts, nephews, and cousins. 
He was preceded in death by his sister, Dana 
Lee Lipscomb of Luray, VA. 

Ellen Rice Seibert passed away on September 2, 
2014, in Winchester, VA.   Ellen was from 
Franconia, Virginia,  and attended Franconia 
Elementary School and Mark Twain Intermediate 
School.   She was an Edison High School 
graduate of the Class of 1973.   Ellen’s many 
friends agree that she was a pioneer of many 
things, had a warm and caring heart, and was an 
inspiration to many.  They will remember her 
laughter.  All services were private, through 
Omps Funeral Home in  Winchester. 
 
 
 
 

Robin Darlene (Petefish) Harlow passed away 
peacefully at her residence in Springfield, VA, on 
Friday, September 5, 2014. Beloved wife of 
Timothy W. Harlow; sister of Paul A. Petefish, Jr.  
Robin was a graduate of the Class of 1970 at 
Edison High School.  Arrangements were made 
by Jefferson Funeral Chapel, and the funeral 
was held at First Baptist Church of Kingstowne 
7313 Hayfield Rd. Alexandria, VA 22315 on 
September 9, 2014.   Interment in  Mount 
Comfort Cemetery.    In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made in her honor to the 
ASPCA. 

Robin Darlene Petefish Harlow 
June 3, 1952 – September 5, 2014 

    In Memoriam … continued 

 

Ellen Rice Seibert 
December 9, 1955 – September 2, 2014 

 

Paul W. Lipscomb II 
September 22, 1959 - August 28, 2014  

Maymie Sutherland Ratcliff  
August 19, 1927 - May 18, 2014  



Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.  

Page 18 

     

                 2014 Franconia Current Friends 

Alexandria Library 
Sandra Ackley 
Dave Amick 

Nancy Anwyll 
Betty Barnett 
Connie Beatty 

Virginia K. Beck 
Gale Bernatz 

Mr. & Mrs.G. J. Bierer    
Joan & Doug Borden 
Virginia Bresnahan 

Ruby Calkins 
Bev & Norm Cherkis 

Fred Cline 
Karen Connai 
Jim & Kris Cox 
Kathie Dakon 

Richard DiBuono 
John & Terry Faith 

John Faith, Jr. 
William Faith 

Tim & Joy Fleming 
Herb Fowler, Sr. 
Norma Galloway 

Mary Galoci 
Chuck Garbers 
Chrissie Gerke 

Lawrence & Dianne Gilley 
Lynne Gomez 
Ethel Gorham  

Raymond Gorham 
Steven &  Beverly Genung 

Michael Hahn  
Billy Hakenson 
Mary Hakenson 

Gayle Hammersley 
Stan Harrison 
John Haskins 

Shirley Hatton 
Mary Lou Henry 
Marlene Herrling 
Jennifer Higham 

Georgia & Terry Hill 
Jane Hilder 
Jack Hiller 

Lettie Holden 
Sue & Gary Hotto 
Richard P. Hudson 

Dinky & Connie Huffman 
Leonard Jackson, III 

Richard Jefferies 
Elizabeth D. Johnson 

Joe & Bobbi Mae Johnson 
Daniel Jones 

Bonny Dyer Jones 
James & Nita Jones 

Guin Jones 
Mike Kalis 

Lynda Kandul 
Barbara Keck 

Gene & Audrey Kelley 
Ed & Rosemary Kley 

Gordon Kromberg 
Fred & Laura Landon 

Aimee & Nathaniel Lee 
Gary & Kandi Lee 

Milton Lee 
Leonard Levine 

Loren Family 
Lawrence Lyles 

Lewis & Winifred Lyles 
Barbara MacDonald 

Robert & Elnora Markle 
Helen McClary 
Edna Mitchell 

Kiirk & Karen Moberley 
Pat Nielson 

Our apology if we missed your 
name … please let us know and 
we will add you to the next 
publication! 

Thelma Jean Oliver 
Bill & Cassie Parker 
Larry & Marge Peard 

Gwen Pearson 
Nisar Qamruddin 

Michael & Virginia Rauer 
Karen Perkins Royall 

Robert Scrimshaw 
Beth Seitzinger 

Karen & Margaret Seitzinger 
Carl & Martha Sell 

Frank & Vivian Scott 
Marlene Shaughnessy 
Jeff & Sharon Sheldon 

Bob Sherman 
Marjorie Simms 

Ron & Chris Simms 
Mary Evelyn Smith 

Doug & Suzi Stanton 
Patricia Stoffel 

Kathryn Ogden Talbert 
Robert & Nancy Talbert 

Anne & Ed Trexler 
Jim Twining, III 

Ann Via 
Johnny & Brenda Walton 

Bob Warwick  
Barbara Wassom 

Marion Warwick Weadon 
Margaret & Lin Welch 

Debbi Wilson 
Sonny Wright 

Jim & Peggi Woodard 
Bob & Joyce Young 

James & Connie Young 
Shirley Zurek 
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Business Founding Friends 

 
Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell 

 & Don Hakenson 
Kaplan, Inc. 

Lindner Family Foundation 
Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson  

& Gregg Dudding 
Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman 

Sheehy Ford  
 

Lifetime Friends 
 

Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander 
Vikki  S. Beaty 

Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco 
John Briar, III 

Charlotte Brown 
Thomas & Peggy Brown 

Bill Cooke 
Bob & Peggy Cooke 

Kenneth Curry 
Fairfax County Historical Commission 

Charlie Fenimore 
Ann Marie Gardner 

Judy Tharpe Hutchinson 
Laurel Grove Baptist Church 

Honorable Jeff McKay 
Bob & Marcia Moon 

Cary Nalls 
William Poppe 
Tom  Sachs 

Bernice Schurtz 
Honorable Mark Sickles 

Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms 
Jean Starry 

Marjorie Bagget Tharpe 
Donna Poppe-Wagner 

Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker 
Helen R. Wise 

Ron Wise 
 

 
Founding Friends 

 
Olander Banks 

Sky Phillips Beaven 
Daniel & Marcia Brown 

Shirley Dove Davis 
Gregg & Debbie Dudding 

Lynn Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Walker Ford 

Paul & Johna Gagnon 
Clemens S. Gailliot Jr. 

Peter Gentieu 
Don & Carol Hakenson 

Bob Heittman (In Memory Of) 
Andy & Jane Higham 

Honorable Gladys Keating 
Dan  & Rita Kuntz 

Sue Patterson 
Betty & Arthur Nalls (In Memory Of) 

Ruby Schurtz 
Daniel Everett Simms 

Everett (Tom) Simms, Jr. 
Don & Jacqueline Walker 

Homer & Ruth Glover Weller  
 
 

Lifetime Business Friends 
 

Jefferson Funeral Chapel 
 

Event Sponsors  
 

Both Sides Tours – Carl Sell & Don Hakenson  
Christian Center Ministries  

Dove Heating & Air Conditioning 
Five Star Carpet 

Laurel Grove School 
Mosby Tours – Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding 

Martin & Gass 
Nalls Produce 

Sherman Properties – Steve Sherman 
 

Business Friends 
 

Dove Heating & Air Conditioning 
James Rice, Attorney 

Franconia Museum Friends 

 

The Museum Now Has A Book Listing All Our Current Friends in the museum ... 
Not Sure If You Renewed … Check Out The Book! 

Our apology if we missed your name … 
please let us know and we will add you 

to the next publication! 



  

We’re on the Web! 
www.franconiamuseum.org 
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Congressman Jim Moran 
Delegate Mark Sickles 
Supervisor Jeff McKay 
Honorable Gladys Keating 
Honorable Joe Alexander 
Honorable Dana Kauffman 
 

Jim Cox (Pub Co-Editor) 
Carol Hakenson 
Cary Nalls 
Steve Sherman 
Margie Simms 
Sonny Wright 
 

Senior Advisors: 
Marge Tharpe  
Don Walker 
Margaret Welch 
 

Webmaster:  Jim Sapp 

   2014  Board Of Directors: 
    President:   
             Carl Sell  (Pub Co-Editor)  

    VP for Administration:   
            Debbi Wilson  
   VP for Education:   
           Phyllis Walker-Ford 
   VP for  Historical Activities:   
            Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor) 

    Secretary:   
             Judy Hutchinson 
    Treasurer:   
             Jane Higham 

 

   ***   We Are Open   *** 
 

 Museum Hours Are 
 

Monday - Tuesday  - Wednesday  - Saturday 
 

 10:00 a.m.  -  2:00 p.m. 
 

Remember … contact us at   
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com  

 
and set up a time with Carl Sell, Sonny 

Wright or Don Hakenson … tell them your 
story of your Franconia remembrances.  

Delores Comer         Debbie Dudding        
Gregg Dudding        Johna Gagnon         
Bob Heittman           Dan Kuntz 
Rita Kuntz                Andy Higham           
Jenee Lindner          Marcia Moon               
Betty Nalls               Sue Patterson            
Edith Sprouse          Christine Tollefson     

Jacqueline “Jac” Walker  

Past Board Members 

Honorary Directors: 

Directors: 

 
 
 
Bill Hayes 
May 4 
 
 
Picture of lee 
mcwhorter, billy 
walters, bill hayes 
and tommie lloyd.  
ft. hunt april 68'. w/
my 28' ford model A  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Debbi Wilson 

“I Grew Up In Franconia” Facebook Page 

This column is copied exactly as it was posted on Facebook … no      
corrections were made:  


