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Howard and Ethel Gorham, Beulah Road Residents
By Ethel Virginia Adams Gorham

I was born on St. Asaph Street,
in Alexandria, Virginia, on April 6, 1929.
My mother, Mildred Pettit Adams, was
born in Accotink, Virginia, in 1906, and
my father, Mark Adams, was born
in Arlington, Virginia, in 1903. I was one
of nine children, and there are only two
of us left now. We were all christened
Episcopalian at the historic Christ
Church on North Washington Street
in Alexandria. We attended regularly,
and my sisters and I sang in the choir.
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Christ Episcopalian Church Choir with Ethel
and her sisters, Doris, Betty, Gladys.

I attended school in Alexandria, and
graduated from George Washington
High School. When I was 14 years old, I
met Howard Gorham. He was visiting his
brother, George, who lived next door to
my family. Howard had just gone into
the Army, because of World War II. I
used to play with his brother’s children. I
was just a kid myself, and he was, too.
Howard's
father,
Daniel
“Lee”
Gorham, and was born in Accotink,
Virginia, around 1883, and his mother,

Annie E. Taylor Gorham, born in
Springfield, Virginia, was born in
Springfield, Virginia on April 10, 1889.
Howard was one of 15 children.
Lee
Gorham worked for Fruit Growers
Express in Alexandria, up on Telegraph
Road. This company leased refrigerated
railroad cars for transporting produce
long distances around the country. The
area is now townhouses, hotels and other
businesses, but it was the railroad there
in those days. A lot of the older men from
Franconia worked for Fruit Growers
Express. Clarence Gorham, Howard’s
brother, also worked there. Lee and
Clarence used to ride to work with some
of the other Franconia men that worked
for Fruit Growers Express. They worked
for Fruit Growers until they retired and
died.
When I was 16, and right out of high
school, I took the Civil Service test.
World War II was going on, and I went to
work in the Pentagon. Construction of
the Pentagon was finished in April 1945,
and I started working there in July 1945.
When I first went to work there, I worked
for the Adjutant General's Office. We
used to correspond with Fort Belvoir. At
first I was a file clerk, and then I was in a
secret area where we were making files
and encoding data on the papers about
the boys that were killed overseas. The
papers would come in and we would
have to fill those encoded papers out, but
we weren't allowed to tell anyone. When
I first went to work there they had these
interpretive machines where all
continued on page 4
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President’s Message ...
Thanks to a small group of dedicated members of the Board of Directors who have put their
shoulders to the wheel, the support of Fairfax County through the Lee District Supervisor’s office
and contributions from the community, the Franconia Museum has had a productive, if short history.
Even though everyone on the Board donates their time and there are no rent or utility fees, the
Museum does have expenses that threaten to break the budget. The biggest of which is the yearly
cost to insure to our valuable collection and provide liability protection for the Museum and its Directors.
Unfortunately, income has not matched expenses over the last few years. We do not charge for
most of our events, but there are fixed costs nonetheless. Frankly, our books have not sold as well
as we would have liked although there is a small steady market for back issues.
So, we are looking at a major fund-raising event in 2014 and hope you will help. We plan to
stage an old-fashioned auction, offering for sale various items donated by the community. We also
will auction off items on a consignment basis, taking a percentage of the price as a fee for proving
the venue and the auctioneer.
We hope to stage the event in the spring and are looking forward to an exciting time in the spirit
of years gone by. A silent auction will be interspersed with live auctions of what we hope will be attractive items for sale.
You can help by looking around your house or garage and putting items of interest aside for sale
at the auction. We hope you will donate the proceeds to the Museum. Remember, one person’s junk
is another’s treasure. We hope to profit from the transaction. We particularly are looking for valuables that will attract bidders.
We’ll keep you informed of our progress. In the meantime, we will kick off our membership campaign in January and trust you will join us in this worthwhile effort to preserve Franconia’s past. It
wouldn’t hurt to add a little extra on top of the $20 annual membership fee for individuals.
As always, we sincerely thank our Founding Friends and others who make one-time substantial
contributions to help us continue our work. Their names are displayed prominently in the Museum.

Carl Sell

A SPECIAL THANK YOU …
'THE FRANCONIA MUSEUM WOULD LIKE TO THANK
MRS.
HOWARD
(ETHEL)
GORHAM
FOR THE
VALUABLE INFORMATION SHE CONTRIBUTED FOR THE
STORY ON FRANCONIA'S GRAVEL PITS IN THE 2013
SPRING NEWSLETTER.
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Franconi a Mueum Web P age Has Moved

The Rose Hill Raid Event
by Carl Sell

Just like the real event 150 years ago to the
day, the Rose Hill Raid Reenactment on
September 28, 2013, came off like clockwork.
Even Confederate John Singleton Mosby, the
original perpetrator of the raid, would have to
agree.

Jimmy Fleming as
Major John Mosby

On the same day in 1863, Mosby rode into
Rose Hill, made his way to the manor house on
a bluff overlooking the Potomac River and
captured Union Colonel Daniel Dulany, aide to
Francis Pierpont, the governor of the Restored
State of Virginia as appointed by the Federal
government in nearby Washington City. Mosby
had hoped to capture the governor at the City
Hotel in Alexandria (now known as Gadsby’s
Tavern), but he was in the capital conferring with
President Abraham Lincoln.
Although the house is no longer there, May
Boulevard in Rose Hill ends with a circular
driveway (now called a cul de sac), just as it did
until it was destroyed by fire in the early 1960s
and replaced with houses. The manor house
may be gone, but the view remains.
With Mosby in 1863 was young French
Dulany, the son of the colonel who no doubt
guided the band of Confederate raiders to the
house. In 2013, Mosby, played by living historian
Jimmy Fleming, and young Dulany, played by
Christopher Wolf, rode toward the circle as a
large crowd lined the road. There, they captured
the colonel (played by David Hillier), who was
none too happy about his plight. In fact, he
complained vociferously to Mosby, his son and
members of the crowd. He would continue to
object when the party reached Rose Hill
Elementary School.
In the real raid, young Dulany greeted his
father when he answered the door. “Pa, it’s good
to see you,” French said on that fateful day.
“Well, it’s not good to see you,” the elder Dulany
said when he realized his son was part of Mosby’s raiding party.

Photo by Linda Nichols

David Hillier as
Colonel Daniel Dulany
Photo by Linda Nichols

Christopher Wolf as
French Dulany
Photo by Linda Nichols
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Howard and Ethel Gorham, Beulah Road Residents …. continued

these cards had to be run through these machines.
I had never seen one of those machines in my life
before I went to work there.
I worked at the Pentagon for a little over a year,
and I really loved it. Then when the war ended, I
was laid off during a Reduction in Force. By that
time I had gotten married, and was going to have a
baby.
Also, I didn’t have any means of
transportation, so I never tried to go back. I still
have my badge that I wore to get through the gate
at the Pentagon, and it’s got my name and picture
on it. I was supposed to turn it in, but I liked the
picture and wanted to keep it. I have given it to the
Franconia Museum to display, since it is an artifact.

Pentagon Gate Badge

Soon after I met Howard, he went off to war for
two years. I was 16 years old when he came back
home. When I was 17 years old, we got married on
June 17, 1946. When we were first married, we
lived in an apartment in Alexandria for 3-4 months.
In November 1946, we moved to Franconia to a one
-room house on Beulah Road.
A lot of the young people had gotten married
around the same time, right after the war when the
boys had come back home. Then they all started
building their houses around the same time, and
raising their families.
Howard's father gave us an acre of land, and we
started building our house. We started out with two
rooms. We went from an apartment, to one room,
and then to two rooms with one child.
We
eventually had four children, and we built another
room each time we had another baby. We ended
up with five rooms, a bathroom, and a utility room.
Like so many of the young couples on Beulah
Road at that time, we built our house ourselves,
living in the house while we built it. For a time we

had no water, no bathroom, not even any heat.
We just kept at it as we worked our way up.
I had lived in the city all my life, and we
always had indoor plumbing and running water.
But as we were building our home, I had to wash
clothes on a wash board, using water that I
carried into the house, and heated. I never felt
bad or embarrassed about it, but I did get tired of
it. It made a woman out of me!
Howard and I never had a mortgage. We
built onto the house as we could afford it, never
going into debt. I remember when Howard found
a picture window frame in a dump. It was in very
good shape, so he cut it down to the size we
needed, and then covered it with pasteboard.
Each week he bought a new window until he had
them all installed.
Mr. Gorham also gave Flemmie land on the
front of his property, and gave Clarence land
beside Flemmie, also on the front. He gave
Eddie land on the back, with our land in between
that of Clarence and Eddie. We were all building
our houses at the same time, and were all living
the same way – living in our houses as we built
them. We were all raising our children at the
same time, and all had gardens to help feed our
families. At that time it was permissible to raise
farm animals, and so we also raised hogs for
food. There was a hog pen behind where
Beulah Baptist Church was, and there were
apple trees all along there.
The kids and I used to pick blackberries right
there on Beulah Road, across from Brother
Schurtz's house, where the old house used to
be, and all out in back of my house. We went
out there and picked the blackberries, and I used
to make jam and all kinds of stuff. It was country
back then.
Beulah Road was a narrow two-lane rural
country road, and most of the people in the area
lived in the same way. The houses along Beulah
Road were spread out, and the area was heavily
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Howard and Ethel Gorham, Beulah Road Residents …. continued

.
wooded.
Most of the road had trees on both
sides that leaned over the road, creating a sort
of canopy of leaves.
Fleet Drive was a narrow dirt road, and
Hayfield Road was a gravel road, badly rutted in
washboard fashion. Any speed at all could
bounce your vehicle right off the road into the
ditch. Hayfield Road began where present-day
Manchester Lakes Boulevard begins, going east
off of Beulah, and then winding around
southward and downhill, winding down to
Telegraph Road, as it still does today. My father
-in-law told me that his parents were buried on
the hill at Hayfield Road, but he didn’t know exactly where. They died when he was very
young. There was also supposedly a Rogers
family burying ground on Hayfield Road, in the
vicinity of where the IHOP is located today.
Hayfield High School is built on a site that was
marked as “Unknown Cemetery” on a Fairfax
County map, and articles were published in local
newspapers when skeletal remains were found
while excavating in preparation for building the
school.

Gorham home on Beulah

Besides giving land to his children, Mr. Lee
Gorham also donated land to be used for Beulah

Cemetery, as well as for the building of the
original Beulah Baptist Church.
His brother, Tom Gorham, owned land
just south of Lee's land, on the opposite side
of Beulah Road. Tom Gorham gave land to
his children to build their homes, just as Lee
Gorham had done for his children. The dirt
road that led back to the homes of Tom
Gorham's family was originally named
Gorham Lane (later changed to Alforth
Avenue when the townhouses were built).
Because this area of Beulah Road was
inhabited mostly by the families of the
children of Lee Gorham and Tom Gorham, it
was called Gorhamtown or Gorhamville by
the local residents.
I wanted my children to go to church and
learn about Jesus. I went to Christ Church
for a long time, but when I moved to
Franconia, I had no transportation to take
them to an Episcopal church, so I sent them
to Bradley Rogers' church, just a short distance up Beulah road from our house. It was
called the Bethel Full Gospel Tabernacle. At
the time they called it holy-roller, then it
changed to Free Will Baptist or something
like that, and my children came up with that
religion. So as long as they knew about God
and Jesus, I didn't really care what religion
they were. The church changed again, and
it is now Mount Calvary Community Church.
Editor’s Note - This is an excerpt from a
much more detailed story about Howard
and Ethel Gorham, and their life on
Beulah Road, now under development
as part of the Franconia Museum's next
book of family stories. Any other families
who have stories to tell of living in
Franconia are asked to contact the
museum at:
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com
Jim Cox
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Plowing Old Ground
by Carl Sell

Lewis Lyles holds the plow that his
father, Everett Lyles, used to prepare
many gardens for his family and
neighbors in Franconia during the
Depression and World War II. The
Franconia Museum has chosen the plow
as a symbol of Franconia’s agricultural
past and placed it in front of the
Franconia Government Center. The
Lyles family lived on a 60-acre farm on
what is now Old Franconia Road just
east of the CSX railroad tracks and
Metro. Everett and his wife, Genora,
raised seven children in Franconia.
Lewis grew up in Franconia and was a
member of Franconia’s unbeaten 1947
baseball team along with Museum
Board member Sonny Wright. Lewis
Lewis Lyles
now lives in Round Hill, VA. You can
read more about the Lyles family in Volume III of Franconia Remembers, the Museum’s series of books
that preserves Franconia’s past. In addition to plowing gardens, Everett used his plow and mules, John
and Jack, and a sorrel named May as well as a donkey, to prepare the land for the Mount Vernon
Boulevard near Mount Vernon and the tiered landscaping at the Masonic Temple in Alexandria. When
the late Jac Walker, who was one of the Museum’s founders, heard the plow was still in the family, she
immediately dispatched Board Member Steve Sherman to see if it could be preserved by the Museum.
Steve was successful, and Don Hakenson and Carl Sell picked it up and stored it in Carl’s back yard.
The plow needed new handles and other work, and it wasn’t until Cary Nalls joined the Board that the
restoration began. He obtained the handles, not an easy task these days, from a woodworker in
Culpeper and recently brought the plow to the Museum for display. Since it was too big to go inside, the
plow sits on a flagstone base under what once was the night drop for those making payments at the old
tax office. Jac would be proud!
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Franconia Museum Signage
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Rose Hill Raid T-Shirts

by Debbi Wilson

We have great news!
The Franconia Museum’s name has now been
added to the outdoor signage for the building.
I remember working one day at the museum
when a gentleman came in and I listened to
his trouble just trying to find us. We knew
right then that we needed to make it easier for
folks to find us and went about trying to do
something about this .

Thanks to the Lee District Supervisor, Jeff
McKay, for helping us to get this done. Our
President, Carl Sell and Vice President of
Administration, Debbi Wilson worked with the
Supervisor, his staff person, Linda Waller, and
Bill Robinson, with the County, to get this for
us.

.

ROSE HILL RAID T-SHIRTS ON SALE
What a wonderful gift for someone for the
holidays or for yourself. Here’s another
chance to get one if you were not able to at
the event or were not able to attend.
Questions, please send Debbi Wilson an
email at debbiwilson@yahoo.com

These are light grey
with logo on front
Medium $12
Large $12
XL $12
XXL $14
These can be purchased at the
museum or by mail.

Left to Right: Bill Robinson, Fairfax County Facilities
Management, Linda Waller, Aide and Taylor Holland,
Chief of Staff to Supervisor Jeff McKay.

We are very thankful to Supervisor McKay,
Linda Waller and Bill Robinson for all their help
with this!

Please add $2 for shipping
Send your order with your check
(payable to the Franconia Museum)
with your address to:
Franconia Museum
6121 Franconia Road
Franconia, VA 22310
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Audrey Lyles Kelley - 1953 Royalty in England and Franconia
by Carl Sell

In 1953, both Great Britain and Franconia
crowned queens. Queen Elizabeth of England
continues to serve as that country’s ruling
monarch. Audrey Lyles served as the queen of
the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department for a
year, but her legacy lives on. Audrey passed
away on January 25, 2013, almost 60 years after
that memorable day in Franconia.
While monarchs in England ascend to the
throne by virtue of succession, Franconia
queens were chosen by the votes in the form of
pennies as part of a fund-raiser carnival week
that provided pomp and circumstance as well as
fun for the queen’s subjects. Audrey’s candidacy
for queen raised the most money in 1953 and it
went toward the new community room at the
then firehouse on Franconia Road where the
government center stands today. The Franconia
Museum is located in the center. The fire house
has since moved into larger quarters around the
corner on Beulah Street (known as Beulah Road
in the old days).
Elizabeth was 25 when she succeeded her
father, King George VI, who had died in
February 1952. Her ascension to the crown was
held a year later after a national year of
mourning for her father. Audrey was the 14-year
daughter of a volunteer fireman, George Lyles
and her mother Dorothy Peverill Lyles. She had
lived in Franconia all her life.

In August of 1957, Audrey married Gene E.
Kelley, Sr., who lived in Franconia and attended
Mount Vernon High School before joining the
United States Navy. They would have two sons,
Gene, Jr., of Fredericksburg and Brian of
Locust Grove, VA. After Brian was born, Audrey
went back to work at Cameron Station and
retired in 1944. She also is survived by a sister,
Gladys Walker of Richmond and a brother,
Lawrence Lyles and his wife Joyce of
Lovettesville, VA.
Audrey and Gene moved to Lake of the
Woods at Locust Grove in 2000. She was a
member of the Lael Baptist Church in Lignum,
VA and is buried in the church cemetery.
Memorials can be made to the American
Cancer Society, c/o Hopewell Methodist
Church, Box 87, Lignum, VA 22726.
You can see more pictures of Queen Audrey
and her court as well as information about the
annual Franconia Carnival in Volume VII of
Franconia Remembers, a book dedicated to the
history of the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department. Visit franconiamuseum.org for information as to how to order. While you are there,
check out the other interesting books and
information about the Museum, including all of
the newsletters published since 2002.

For her coronation in August, Audrey wore a
robe similar to the one worn by Elizabeth far
away in London two months earlier. It was made
of wine velvet, ermine and silk and trimmed with
sequins. The train was 15 feet long. She was
crowned by Nadine Trice, also 14, who was the
queen a year earlier.
Like other youngsters in Franconia at that
time, Audrey would attend Annandale High
School, graduating in 1957. While still in school,
she worked for the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon as part of a work study program. She
continued on full time after graduation.

Gene and Audrey (Lyles) Kelley after the
Wedding in 1953. They are in the back seat of
Gene's convertible
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The Rose Hill Raid Event … continued
by Carl Sell

As part of the reenactment, Mosby and
young Dulany led the prisoner up May Boulevard
to the school with a large crowd in its wake. There,
the crowd heard local historian Don Hakenson
describe the original raid. He recalled that the
elder Dulany was sent to Richmond as a prisoner
before he was released in 1865. French Dulany
was killed in a raid at Herndon in 1864. Don
lamented that it was not known where either is
buried.
After the war, Pierpont would govern Virginia
as the Union-appointed governor until local control
was lifted in 1870. During the time of the raid, the
elected governor of Virginia was John Letcher, a
relative of Jeb Stuart’s grandmother. Hakenson
noted that Fitzhugh Lee, a Confederate general,
was the only Virginia governor born in Fairfax
County. In fact, Lee was born just down the road
at Clermont.
As part of the program, Anne Frobel (played by
Susan Hillier) recited passages from her daily
diary kept during the Civil War. She described the
Union occupation of the area and Dulany’s
attempts to befriend and help his neighbors.
Susan also urged those in the crowd to be on the
lookout for diaries, papers and artifacts that may
help the present generation understand its past.
Carl Sell, president of the Franconia Museum,
seconded that notion.
The day ended on an upbeat note with a stirring
performance by the Carter Gospel Singers from
the Woodlawn United Baptist Church in nearby
Gum Springs. The group started singing 44 years
ago and there are still eight ancestors of the
original group singing along. The singers were
accompanied by several instruments, including a
keyboard played by Doctor Ronald Teel, who
began playing with the original group in 1970 and
is Woodlawn’s Minister of Music. The crowd
responded to a freewill offering for the group, the
only money to change hands that day unless one
bought a commemorative tee shirt sold by the
Museum or a hot dog and soft drink from the Rose
Hill PTA.

As sponsoring organizations, the Rose Hill
Civic Association and the Franconia Museum wish
to thank numerous people and organizations that
made the day possible at no cost. The list starts
with Jimmy Fleming (Mosby), Christopher Wolf
(French Dulany) and David and Susan Hillier
(Daniel Dulany and Anne Frobel), and the Carter
Gospel Singers. Steve Sherman of Sherman
Properties and the Museum board paid for the
chairs and Judy Hutchinson of Kingstowne
Business Services and the Museum board printed
the color programs at no cost. The programs were
designed by Debbi Wilson, Vice President of the
Museum. Special thanks to Rose Hill Elementary
for providing the use of its grounds for a unique
historic event. RHCA paid for a custodian to make
sure the school bathrooms were available, as well
as other support for the event. Thanks to Agata
Gluszek and Joshua Fikentscher for the use of
their house and yard at the end of May Boulevard
where the original manor house once stood.
Donnie Krause let Mosby use hi side yard across
Rise Hill Drive as a staging and forage ground for
the horses. Judging by the consumption of
Donnie’s grass, the horses enjoyed the visit.

Susan Hillier as
Anne Frobel
Photo by Linda Nichols

Continued on page 10
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The Rose Hill Raid Event … continued
by Carl Sell

. Finally, the entire Board of Directors of the
Franconia Museum voluntarily gave their time to
make sure everything went smoothly. Cary Nalls of
Nalls Produce on Beulah Street used his truck to
pick up and return the chairs and books and
artifacts from the Museum. Fall is a great time to
visit Nalls for seasonal items such as flowers and
cider.

The large number of people crossing Rose Hill
Drive on a busy Saturday was handled without a
hitch by the Auxiliary Police volunteers from the
Franconia Station. They guided Mosby, young
Dulany and his captured father, the two horses
and the large crowd safely across the road to the
school for the ceremony. A remarkable feat, given
the excitement of all involved.

More photos on page 11

Are You In This Picture?

Are you in this picture or know someone that is?
please contact Debbi Wilson at debbiwilson@yahoo.com
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The Rose Hill Raid Event … continued
by Carl Sell

The Carter Gospel Singers - Photo by Linda Nichols

Don Hakenson tells of the Raid with the captured elder
Daniel Dulany at his side.
Photo by Gwen Wyttenbauch

A large crowd watches as Mosby and young French Dulany
head down May Boulevard
Photo by Gwen Wyttenbauch

Daniel Dulany, Mosby, young French Dulany

Mosby and Daniel Dulany

Photo by Gwen Wyttenbauch

Photo by Gwen Wyttenbauch
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Franconia Museum Emails

From: Charlotte Brown
To: Don Hakenson
Sent: Saturday, June 22, 2013 7:34 AM
Subject: Little article about our 3rd cousin on our mom's side
Don
I have attached a little newspaper article about the kidnapping of our distant cousin on our
mom’s side. He lived in Culpeper and was a mail carrier. Kidnapped by prison camp gang
and tied to a tree at Rose Hill Farm!
Article is dated Thursday, October 26, 1950 from Paper: Richmond Times Dispatch
(Richmond, VA) on Page: 6

Not on our mailing list?
Want to become part of our growing family … contact us at
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.
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In Memoriam

Wendell Moore Schurtz Sr.
(1934 - 2013)

Wendell Moore Schurtz, Sr., age 79, a resident of
Woodstock, VA passed away Thursday, October
3, 2013 at his residence.
A funeral service for Mr. Schurtz will be
conducted at 11:00 AM Tuesday, October 8,
2013 at Stover Memorial Chapel with Rev.
Timothy Teates officiating. Burial will follow in
Reliance Cemetery, Reliance, VA.

Wendell grew up on Franconia Road and
attended Franconia Elementary School. He also
was a volunteer at the Franconia Volunteer Fire
Department where his half-brother William Edgar
(Brother) and cousin Robert Edward (Ed) both
were chiefs and long-time organizers. Brother
died in 2002 and Ed passed away in 2005. Wendell worked for the Springfield branch of the United States Postal Service before he and his wife
and four children moved to the Valley of Virginia. There is a chapter about the Schurtz influence on the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department in Volume VII of Franconia Remembers, the
most recent in the Franconia Museum's series of
publications about the area's rich history.
(franconiamuseum.org).

He was born in Alexandria, Virginia on January 3,
1934, a son of the late William McKinley and
Margaret Rita Talbert Schurtz.
Mr. Schurtz worked for the United States Postal
Service in Springfield, VA for 10 Years, Facility
Maintenance for Western Union in Middletown,
VA for 17 years and was a farmer for over 20
years. He was a member of Saumsville Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Maurertown, VA;
attended Walnut Springs Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Strasburg, VA; former
member of Burnsville United Methodist Church in
Burnsville, VA and the Reliance United Methodist
Church in Reliance, VA.
Survivors include his loving wife of nearly 59
years, Maudy Sue Roberts Schurtz of
Woodstock, VA; his beloved children, Wendell M.
Schurtz, Jr. and wife Judy of Middletown, VA,
Clarence M. Schurtz and wife Debbie of
Strasburg, VA, Wanda S. Richard and husband,
Dennis of Winchester, VA, and Virginia Faye Eller
and husband Blair of Front Royal, VA;
grandchildren, Staci Schurtz Hawkins, Jason
Schurtz, Averi Schurtz Bates, Matthew Richard,
Tommy and Aaron Schurtz, Emily Eller Estes and
Valery Eller; great-grandchildren, Josi Hawkins,
Mackenzi Bates, Landon Bates, and Peyton
Schurtz.

Have a Memoriam
Please Email To
debbiwilson@yahoo.com
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In Memoriam

Mildred Marie Cooper Facchina
This was published in the Spring 2013
Newsletter but not in it’s entirety, so we are
reposting it in full …

On Friday, October 26, 2012, Mildred Marie
Cooper Facchina passed from this life to be with
the Lord. Mildred was born February 23, 1916 to
Fred and Annie Cooper in Joplin, VA. She was
preceded in death by her husband of 46 years,
Dante V. Facchina. Beloved mother of Dante D. of
Ladera Ranch, CA, Ronald V. of Franconia, VA,
Linda O'Sullivan of Lamar, MO, Eileen M. Brown
of Tappahanock, VA, and Janet E. Conrad of
Haymarket, VA. She is survived by 16
grandchildren and 25 great-grandchildren. She
was a long time
resident of Franconia and a
former member of both Franconia U.M.C. and the
Ladies Auxiliary of the Franconia Fire
Department. She later lived in the Northern Neck
of VA, where she was an active member of Coles
Point U.M.C. Relatives and friends may call at
Jefferson Funeral Chapel, 5755 Castlewellan
Drive, Alexandria, VA on Wednesday, October
31, 2012 from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. Funeral
services at Jefferson Funeral Chapel on
Thursday, November 1, 2012 at 10 a.m. with
interment to follow at Columbia Gardens, 3411
Arlington Blvd., Arlington, VA. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made in her honor to Capital
Caring Hospice.
Jac Walker preserved “Millie’s” story and
other family history concerning the Facchinas
in April, 2003, and published it in Franconia
Remembers, Volume I. We have included
several excerpts from the first book published
by the museum.
MILDRED “Millie” COOPER FACCHINA’S
STORY
Mildred’s parents, Fred C. Cooper, originally from
Kentucky, and Annie E. Decator Cooper, originally
from Joplin, VA moved from Brookland, MD to

Franconia in 1928. They opened the Cooper
Grocery Store on the corner of Beulah Road
and Grovedale Drive and their living quarters
were a part of the store building. The general
store also had two Richfield gas pumps. Annie
ran the store and Fred ran a sawmill for Frank
Gillingham on the Triplett property.
Mildred
was the third born of four children. First was
Oliver followed by Clarene (Belt), both
deceased, Mildred, and Margaret (Reagan) who
lives in Florida. The family eventually sold the
store to the Theimer family, parents of Jeanette
Theimer Schurtz (Mrs. Paul Schurtz.) The
Coopers moved on to a new motel business
they built and operated on Richmond Highway
which they named the “Rainbow Inn.”
Mildred fondly remembers the dance hall
owned by the Luckett’s on Beulah Road, very
near the family store. She and her sister,
Margaret, would walk there every Saturday
night and dance away the evening. They had
live country music, with Arthur Peverill playing a
guitar. She also remembers many happy times
at the Bethel Methodist Episcopal Church on
Beulah Road where her parents and siblings
were members.
There was a group who
gathered weekly to sing the old hymns at the
home of Boyce and Virgie Rogers. Both of
them could play the pump organ which is still in
the home of their daughter, Margaret Rogers
Welch.
She remembers fondly a quartet
consisting of Arthur Bowling, Virgie and Boyce
Rogers and Dick Dodd. She remembers the
big picnics spread out under the trees. She,
her mother and sisters were always busy
preparing meals for the church dinners, a huge
source in sustaining the church. In 1947 the
present site on Franconia Road was purchased.
Three years later, on March 18, the cornerstone
was laid for the “Basement Building” of
Franconia United Methodist Church which was
completed in March 1951.
Mildred met Dante, her future husband, at a
ballgame at Franconia School. Her mother
would fill a tin tub with ice and sodas, her
brother would haul it to the ball field in his old
Ford pick-up truck and it was Mildred’s job to
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In Memoriam … Mildred Marie Cooper Facchina continued
sell the sodas. Dante was the team’s pitcher.
Mildred was 16 years old. They married in
1933. When they first married, they lived in one
large room of the Facchina frame house, which
consisted of a kitchen, living and sleeping area.
Mildred has fond memories living with her
in
-laws on Franconia Road. She said her mother
-in-law was a saint---she was treated lovingly.
Her father-in-law introduced her to classical
music which he often played on his phonograph. The family was very kind to her.
Dante and Papa Cooper built them a small
bungalow on the Cooper property on Grovedale
Drive where their first child, Douglas, was born.
They did not have a crib so they used a large
dresser drawer which they padded. Eventually
their home place was built on the Facchina
property where the Christian Ministries now
stands on Franconia Road. Following Douglas
(now living in California) was Ronnie
(Franconia), Linda O’Sullivan (in Missouri and
Florida), Eileen Brown (in Tappahannock) and
Janet Conrad, living in Woodbridge. Dante did
beautiful work as a tile setter in his father’s firm.
Dante served as Chief of the Franconia Fire
Department in the early years. Mildred worked
with the Ladies’ Auxiliary, which was an
important and active group of women. They
raised money to buy the automatic siren atop
the firehouse, nozzles for the hoses, boots and
other equipment, and were kept very busy
making sandwiches to feed the volunteer
firemen who fought many brush fires. They also folded bandages for the Red Cross.
Mildred was widowed in 1978 and moved out of
the area for a few years but returned to
Franconia. She currently lives in a retirement
condo at 8199 Tiswell Drive near Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital. Still driving her car at age 87,
she stays active in the retirement activities
offered where she resides and in her church,
Franconia United Methodist.
She will be
touring DC to see the cherry blossoms next
week.
All of us sitting around the dining room table in
Margaret’s home reminisced about the

entertainment centered on the Fire Department’s parades, carnivals and beauty
pageants. We all attended the Old Franconia
School, the new Franconia School and Lee
Jackson High School and on to Mount
Vernon High School to graduate. Mount
Vernon High School did not open until
mid
-1940 so Mildred finished up at Lee Jackson.
THE FACCHINA FAMILY
An article published in the SpringfieldFranconia Lions Club Directory about 1957
stated that Francis Triplett, a member of Col.
George Washington’s regiment in the French
and Indian War of 1756, left his land to his
son, Walter, whose family later sold the
property to a man named Facchina.
This 147 acre tract was on Franconia Road
where Edison High School now stands,
extending east to the Rose Hill Dairy Farm
which Victor Facchina eventually bought in
1914 from Mr. Triplett. Later, Uncle John
and he formed a partnership of the property
and in 1926 ran a dairy farm, which was lost
during the Depression years. A Dr. Yates
was the original occupant of the ten-room
frame house which they believe he was
renting. He held his practice in the big part
of the house; had a room for his pharmacy
and another room set-up to deliver babies.
This house had two gunshot holes, one in
the wall and another in the fireplace,
remnants of the Civil War. There was a trap
door above the kitchen that was used to hide
prisoners. The frame house was eventually
replaced by Elizabeth with a brick rambler in
1958 and still stands behind Edison High
School on the exact spot of the original
house and has been used as Adult
Education and Cosmetology classrooms. Victor
died in 1936.
Editor’s Note: The Facchina House which became
known as the Edison House was torn down as part
of the major reconstruction of Edison completed
last year. The house was also used for special
needs students at one point and during the mid to
late 1970’s
continued on page 16
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Mildred Marie Cooper Facchina
… continued

Oliver M. Lee GySgt USMC (Ret.)
for food preparation by Frances Cox (the editor’s Mom)
when she managed the football concession stands during
football season for the Edison Boosters.

As a young married couple seeking prosperity
Victor Natali Facchina, born in Venice, Italy and his
wife, Elizabeth Belvina Fascata from Sequals, Italy
(a small town near Rome) immigrated to the USA
via Ellis Island in 1902, along with two of his
brothers and their wives. They lived in DC, where
they formed the American Mosaic business. Victor
was an artist and designer. The brothers did the
actual mosaic work from his drawings. Margaret
said the company made several mosaics for the
Library of Congress and the Capitol Building that
Victor had designed but they have never seen
them. One of the grandchildren researched this
statement, and found it accurate.
Dante, the first born of Victor and Elizabeth was
born on March 6, 1905, followed by Leticia
(DeFranceschi--later changed to DeFrances),
Eleanor (never married) and the youngest,
Margaret (Sullenberger), born when her mother
was 42 years old - the big surprise and not the
tumor she was diagnosed as having. Margaret was
born at home on February 28, 1924 in the farm
house -they were snowed in.
Margaret said her father was quite a man. He had
traveled extensively in Europe and told them he
was a roving reporter. The family moved back to
Italy with their three older children for 3-4 years as
Victor wanted them to receive some schooling and
cultural education from his native country. Normal
schooling in Italy was four years which was
equivalent to 12 years in the USA. They returned
to DC and in 1914 bought the farm on Franconia
Road. Victor spoke English fluently but it was the
children who taught their mother. Victor returned to
Italy every few years, selling one of four homes that
he owned as needed to finance the trips, but
Elizabeth never returned to her homeland. She
was very happy in Franconia and loved her life in
the USA. She raised an American flag every single
day on a 30’–40’ pole that had been skinned from a
poplar tulip tree trunk.

On Saturday, June 1, 2013 of Alexandria, VA.
Beloved husband of Julia C. Nalls Lee; father of
Julie "Sherry" Wheeler (Harold), Robert M. Lee
(Beverly) and Richard Lee (Kelly); grandfather of
Tammy Wheeler Costa, Beverly Dawson, Robert
A., Justin and Allison Lee; great-grandfather of
Sara Costa, Kayla and Erik Dawson. Relatives
and friends may call at Jefferson Funeral Chapel,
5755 Castlewellan Dr. Alexandria, VA 22315 from
6 -8 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2013, where funeral
service will be held on Wednesday at 11 AM.
Interment Mt. Comfort Cemetery.

Wesley C. Dawson
March 2, 1923 - May 24, 2013
Resided in Alexandria, VA
Born in Alexandria, VA on March 2, 1923 to the
late George M. Dawson and Victoria C. Dawson.
Wesley is preceded in death by his brother Wilson
Dawson and sisters Dorothy "Dot" Schmidt, Jean
Mittendorff, Jane Hunt, and Kitty Shifflett. Wesley
is survived by his loving wife of 65 years Ruby
Kendrick Dawson. They were married in
Alexandria on July 12, 1947.Wesley is lovingly
remembered by his son Clay Dawson and wife
Barbara of Mechanicsburg, PA, his son Chris
Dawson of Alexandria, VA, his daughter Connie
Edenfield of Statesboro, GA, grandchildren
Jeremey and Kate Dawson, Wesley and Crystal
Edenfield, Missy and James Quicke, Troy
Edenfield and Niccole Gatliff, six greatgrandchildren and many, many nieces and
nephews. Wesley proudly served in the 101st
Airborne Infantry for 12 years and was the owner
of well respected Dawson Masonry
for over 40 years. Wesley was also
a member of the Accotink United
Methodist Church, the Moose
Lodge and the V.F.W. Wesley
enjoyed hunting, walking, yard
work, spending time with his family
and working with his hands.
A
memorial service was held on May
29, 2013.

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.

Page 17

In Memoriam … continued

Martin Joseph Nilson
Martin “Bubba” Nilson, 83, of Colonial Beach
passed away Sunday, July 7, 2013 at his home
surrounded by his family.
Marty was born April 18, 1930, in the Bronx to
Joseph Martin and Anna Lofgren Nilsson. He
married Patricia Ann Peters on November 18,
1951, at Chatham, on Cape Cod. They
celebrated their 61st anniversary in 2012.
Marty enlisted in the United States Coast Guard
in 1948, and became a “TT” or telephone
technician. He later attended officer candidate
school, was commissioned, and retired in 1970
as a Lieutenant Commander. His last
assignment was at the Coast Guard Radio
Station on Telegraph Road in the Franconia
area. He went to work for C & P Telephone the
day after he retired, and over a second 20 year
telecommunications career also worked for Bell
Atlantic and AT&T.
Marty is survived by his wife, Pat, son Joseph
(Melanie) Nilson; daughter Kristine (Jim) Cox;
brother Arnold (Signild) Nilson, grandchildren,
Michael (Brigid) Cox, Amy Cox, Rebecca Cox,
David Cox, Jeffrey Nilson and Kristin Nilson,
great grandchildren Nate Cox, Jacob Cox and
Lucas Cox. He is also survived by many nieces,
nephews and close friends. Marty was
preceded in death by his sister Ann Larkin.
Marty touched many lives through his volunteer
work with the Special Olympics and started the
skating program in Virginia. Over a thirteen
year period he taught hundreds of exceptional
children and teens to figure and speed skate.
Many of his skaters participated in the Special
Olympics version of the Winter Olympics in
Vermont and Utah. His other favorite pastimes
included attending Coast Guard reunions for
“TTs” and woodworking. He had his own
woodworking shop and was an expert picture
framer. He also spent innumerable hours
helping family and friends with household
repairs and improvements, and was especially
adept at helping grandchildren with last minute

school projects. Marty was a lifetime hockey
fan, playing roller hockey as a young man in
the Bronx, and was an original Washington
Capitals season ticket holder. He continued
playing street hockey with his grand children
and their friends well into his 60’s. He was
called “Bubba” by all his grandchildren and
their friends.
Visitation will be held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 11, at Nash & Slaw Funeral
Home, 131 Third Street, Colonial Beach. A
service will be held following the viewing with
Pastor William Heinzman officiating. Interment
will be at Quantico National Cemetery on
Friday, July 12 at 10 a.m.

Did You Know

The landing site for dirigibles, known as the
George Washington Air Junction, was actually
located in Hybla Valley. The proposed field is
recalled by such street names as Lockheed
Boulevard and Beech Craft Drive.
[see
Volume 22 of the Yearbook: The Historical
Society of Fairfax County, Virginia.]
Flag Hill, once situated behind Edison High
School, was the home of the Triplett family.
John Jacob Frobel was a protégé of
George’s
nephew,
Judge
Bushrod
Washington. His home was known as Wilton
Hill. Frobel’s daughter Anne kept a diary,
which has been published by the Friends of
Fort Ward
Millan’s tavern stood near the entrance to
the Tartan Village subdivision
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2013 Franconia Current Friends
Alexandria Library

Marlene Herrling

Michael & Virginia Rauer

Sandra Ackley

Jennifer Higham

Sandra Saulter

Dave Amick

Georgia & Terry Hill

Frank & Vivian Scott

Paul Andrilenas

Letty Holden

Robert Scrimshaw

Nancy Anwyll

Richard Hudson

Carl & Marti Sell

Betty Barnett

Richard Jefferies

Karen & Margaret Seitzinger

Connie Beatty

Elizabeth D. Johnson

Jeff & Sharon Sheldon

Virginia Beck

Linda Jordan

Marjorie Simms

Jean Blevins

Leonard Jackson, III

Mary Evelyn Smith

Joan & Doug Borden

Joe & Bobbie Mae Johnson

Patricia Stoffel

Sara & Nick Bracco

James & Nita Jones

Charles Swisher

Virginia Bresnahan

Linda Cooke Jordon

James E. Twining, III

Diane Burgess

Mike Kalis

Robert Uhler

Ruby Calkins

Lynda Kandul

Wayne Wakefield

Virginia Carter

Barbara Keck

Kathy Weaver

Floyd Cline

Gene Kelley

Lyn & Margaret Welch

Margaret Cooke

Ed & Rosemary Kley

Debbi Wilson

Jim & Kris Cox

Fred & Laura Landon

Sonny Wright

Richard DiBuono

Kandi & Gary Lee

James & Connie Young

Judith Fillmore

Milton W. Lee

Bob & Joyce Young

Tim & Joy Fleming

Oliver & Julia Lee

Chuck Garbers

Dr. Leonard Levine

Lawrence & Dianne Gilley

Helen McClary

Lynne Gomez

Barbara MacDonald

Ethel Gorham

John & Marion Milstead

Michael Groeneveld

Edna Mitchell

Mary Katherine Hakenson

Martin & Patricia Nilson

Billy Hakenson

Bill & Cassie Parker

Richard Hammersley, Jr.

Steve Patchan

John Haskins

Catherine Scott Pearson

Shirley Hatton

Gwen Hall Pearson

Mary Lou Henry

Robert Pearson

Non-Profit Friends
Franklin Davis
Bonnie Jones
Paul Kohlenberger

Our apology if we missed
your name … please let us
know and we will add you
to the next publication!
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Franconia Museum Friends

Founding Friends
Olander Banks
Sky Phillips Beaven
Daniel & Marcia Brown
Shirley Dove Davis
Gregg & Debbie Dudding
Lynn Fitzgerald
Phyllis Walker Ford
Paul & Johna Gagnon
Clemens S. Gailliot Jr.
Peter Gentieu
Don & Carol Hakenson
Bob Heittman (In Memory Of)
Andy & Jane Higham
Honorable Gladys Keating
Sue Patterson
Betty & Arthur Nalls (In Memory Of)
Ruby Schurtz
Daniel Everett Simms
Everett (Tom) Simms, Jr.
Don & Jacqueline Walker
Homer & Ruth Glover Weller

Lifetime Business Friends
Jefferson Funeral Chapel

Event Sponsors
Both Sides Tours – Carl Sell & Don Hakenson
Dove Heating & Air Conditioning
Five Star Carpet
Jone Boaz – Avon
Laurel Grove School
Mosby Tours – Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding
Martin & Gass
Nalls Produce
Roy Rogers
Sherman Properties – Steve Sherman

Business Friends
James Rice, Attorney
Dove Heating & Air Conditioning

Business Founding Friends
Both Sides Tours - Carl Sell
& Don Hakenson
Kaplan, Inc.
Lindner Family Foundation
Mosby Tours - Don Hakenson
& Gregg Dudding
Sherman Properties - Steve Sherman
Sheehy Ford

Lifetime Friends
Honorable Joseph "Joe" & "Davie" Alexander
Vikki Beaty
Lawrence & Stephanie Bianco
John Briar, III
Charlotte Brown
Thomas & Peggy Brown
Bill Cooke
Bob & Peggy Cooke
Kenneth Curry
Fairfax County Historical Commission
Charlie Fenimore
Ann Marie Gardner
Judy Tharpe Hutchinson
Dan & Rita Kuntz
Laurel Grove Baptist Church
Honorable Jeff McKay
Bob & Marcia Moon
Cary Nalls
William Poppe
Tom Sachs
Bernice Schurtz
Honorable Mark Sickles
Robert Daniel (Danny) Simms
Jean Starry
Marjorie Bagget Tharpe
Donna Poppe-Wagner
Mary Elizabeth (Mary Jane Simms) Whitaker
Helen R. Wise
Ron Wise

Our apology if we missed your name …
please let us know and we will add you
to the next publication!

Check It Out …
The Museum Now Has A Book Listing All Our Current Friends in the museum ...
Not Sure If You Renewed … Check Out The Book!
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We’re on the Web!
www.franconiamuseum.org

*** We Are Open ***
2013 Board Of Directors:
President:
Carl Sell (Pub Co-Editor)
VP for Administration:
Debbi Wilson

Expanded Museum Hours Are
Monday - Tuesday - Wednesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

VP for Education:
Phyllis Walker-Ford

Remember … contact us at
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

VP for Historical Activities:
Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor)
Secretary:
Judy Hutchinson
Treasurer:
Jane Higham
Directors:

and set up a time with Carl Sell, Sonny
Wright or Don Hakenson … tell them your
story of your Franconia remembrances.

Jim Cox (Pub Co-Editor)
Carol Hakenson
Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor)
Rita Kuntz
Dan Kuntz
Cary Nalls
Steve Sherman
Sonny Wright
Senior Advisors:
Marge Tharpe
Don Walker
Margaret Welch
Honorary Directors:
Congressman Jim Moran
Delegate Mark Sickles
Supervisor Jeff McKay
Honorable Gladys Keating
Honorable Joe Alexander
Honorable Dana Kauffman
Past Board Members
Delores Comer
Debbie Dudding
Gregg Dudding
Johna Gagnon
Bob Heittman
Andy Higham
Jenee Lindner
Marcia Moon
Betty Nalls
Sue Patterson
Edith Sprouse
Christine Tollefson
Jacqueline “Jac” Walker

Webmaster: Jim Sapp
Newsletter Editor: Debbi Wilson

The Long Arm Of Franconia On The Internet And
The “Franconia Museum’s” Page On Facebook
July 21
Craig Stroud Dalton
Hello from Venice, Florida!
I was born in Franconia (Old Alexandria Hospital) Virginia in
1945. My Dad was Harry "Jack" Stroud Dalton, Jr. and his
Mom, my Grandmother was Martha "Gram" "Aunt Matt"
Louise (Shields) Dalton who was Ruth (shields) Cole's and
Kathy "Big Mamma" (Shields) Higham's Sister
Craig Stroud Dalton
We all lived in homes that were right on "Old" Franconia
Road. Highams, Kings and Coles are all my "Blood Kinfolk".
My Dad was a Franconia Volunteer Fireman back in the day.
I attended Bush Hill Elementry. We built one of the first houses in the "New" Rose Hill (1956-57) Subdivison where it
backed up to several acers of thick woodland. My playground
Bill Mapes
Craig do you recall the carnivals at the firehouse and the
Saturday night dances? We had fun and the Volunteer
fireman were a big part of it. Do you remember the pool
table? It is where I learned to play pool.

