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“Franconia Remembers” Volume VI Debut
In Memory of Air Force Major Joseph Davies
by Carl Sell

The Franconia Museum will
celebrate its 9th Annual History Day
program on Saturday, November 6,
2010, at the Franconia Volunteer Fire
Department, 6300 Beulah Road.
The event will be held from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.
The Museum will issue Volume VI
of its popular series, “Franconia
Remembers” dedicated to the
memory of Air Force Major Joseph
Davies, who was lost over Viet Nam
in May of 1968, and never recovered.
Davies and his wife, Shirley Bunch
Davies, grew up in Franconia. The
book also includes a section on other
Franconians who were lost in
Vietnam.
Members and friends of the
Davies and Bunch families will attend
the program, and will share
recollections of days growing up in
Franconia. Family and friends of
others who were lost in Southeast
Asia also will be on hand to
remember their loved ones.
The Museum is dedicating the
program to Franconia’s many
veterans of all wars and conflicts by
recognizing all of those who served.
Many of the Museum’s artifacts and
publications will be on display.

Franconia
Remembers
Joe
Davies,
An
American
and
Hometown Hero will be on sale for
$25, with all proceeds going to the
Museum. Author Carl Sell will be on
hand to autograph copies, as will
various members of the Davies and
Bunch families. Refreshments will
be on sale and all proceeds go to
the Museum courtesy of Roy
Rogers and Dove Heating and Air
Conditioning
Sneak Peak of
Volume VI
“Franconia Remembers”
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Presidents Message ...
I hope everyone is looking forward to the nice Fall weather after a very snowy and cold
winter followed by a exceedingly hot and humid summer. This Fall should bring us cool and brisk
weather.
We have four new Directors on the museum board, all four are long time Franconians and well
known through out the community. They are Cary Nalls, Betty Nalls, Marcia Moon and Margaret
Welch. I want to welcome them to the Board of Directors, and know they will be an asset to the
Franconia Museum.
The Franconia Museum was represented at Celebrate Fairfax (Fairfax County Fair) this past
June as part of the Fairfax County History exhibit. We had a Story Swap about Beulah Road in
August, and we are getting ready for our annual Franconia History Day, which will be held on
November 6th at the Franconia Firehouse. The day will feature our new book FRANCONIA REMEMBERS JOE DAVIES, An American Hometown Hero! I hope everyone will be able to attend
this event.
I am also announcing an upcoming civil war documentary, a 90 minute feature film titled
“Mosby’s Combat Operations in Fairfax.” The film is being produced by HMS Productions, Inc with
Steve Sherman, Don Hakenson and Chuck Mauro as Producers. Portions of the film feature Mosby
events that occurred in and around Franconia. The movie should premier in late October or November.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Franconia History Day on November 6th.
Sincerely,

Steve Sherman

Business Friend
Both Sides Tours

Event Sponsors

New Friends
James & Constance Young
Shirley Hatton
Letitia Holden
Walter Edward Smith

Sherman Properties
Laurel Grove School
Don Hakenson/Gregg Dudding
Martin & Gass
Roy Rogers
Dove Heating &
Air Conditioning
Both Sides Tours

A big “THANK YOU “ to
all Friends that have
renewed for 2010.
If you haven’t renewed, you can
now renew on our web page
using Paypal for your
convenience.

franconiamuseum.org
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Franconi a Mueum Web P age Has Moved

Franconia Museum Welcomes New Directors To The Board
By Carl Sell

At its August 2010 meeting, the Board of
Directors of the Franconia Museum voted to
add two members to fill vacancies on the 15
-member governing body. There are two remaining vacancies. The vote was
unanimous by the 10 current directors that were in
attendance.
Added to the Board are long-time
Franconia residents Margaret Welch and Cary
Nalls. Mrs. Welch has lived here since 1936
and Mr. Nalls has been in Franconia at the
same spot all his life. He operates Nalls
Produce on Beulah Street, on the spot where
he began selling vegetables from a table as a
youngster. Nalls Produce will celebrate its 50th
anniversary in 2011.
Mrs. Welch was born at the old Alexandria
Hospital and grew up in Del Ray. She met
Linwood Welch on a blind date and they were
married in 1946. The Welch’s moved to
Franconia nine years later to be near her
cousin, Brother Shurtz. Margaret and Lin live
on Shurtz Street, just behind the backyard of
Ruby Shurtz, Brother’s widow.
Lin Welch is retired from Rock Hard
Construction company and spent much of his
career working on projects in Arlington County. He and Margaret had two children, Lynda
Eyonne, who died in 1970, and Brian Linwood
who lives in Fredericksburg with his wife Donna. Brian and Donna have two
children,
Justin Levi and Shannon Marie. Justin is a
graduate of Longwood
College and Shannon is
a graduate of James
Madison University.
Margaret Welch is a
member of the history
committee at Franconia
Methodist Church.

Margaret Welch

She became involved with the museum
through her friendship with Jac Walker, one of
the Franconia Museum’s founders.
Cary Nalls is the son of Buddy and Betty
Nalls, long-time Franconia residents. Cary and
Sharon Nalls’ children are fifth generation
members of the families that raised and sold
produce on Beulah Road Both Cary Junior
and Valerie Nalls Hughes both work at the
family business. Sharon’s maiden name is
Spears, another long-time Franconia family.
Cary attended both Franconia Elementary
and Hayfield High School. At first, customers
would come to his grandparents’ house to buy
produce. Cary expanded to a table alongside
the road and the rest is history, as Nalls
Produce developed into a Franconia landmark.
He now buys produce by following the crops
from Florida to Michigan.
Cary, Sharon and Cary Junior still live on
the property where it all began. Valerie lives
nearby with her husband, John Hughes, also a
Franconia native. If the museum isn’t open and
you want to learn about Franconia, stop by
Nalls Produce. If Cary and Sharon don't know
the answer, they can call on Cary's parents.
His father, Buddy Nalls, a craftsman who built
numerous houses in the area, and his mother
Betty Plaugher Nalls, whose parents owned
Wards Corner, still live nearby.
At its September meeting, Betty Plaugher
Nalls and Marcia W. Moon were unanimously
voted
in
as
new
members of the Board of
Directors
of
the
Franconia
Museum.
They will be featured in
a subsequent edition of
the
newsletter.
The
Board now includes a
full
compliment
of
15 Directors.
Cary Nalls
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The Edison Rock
By Carl Sell

. The way Earl (Coochie) Downs tells it, he and
some friends put the big rock in front of Edison
High School almost 50 years ago, because they
didn’t want any of their fellow seniors leaving a
final painted message on the front walls of the
school. It turned out to be a great idea because
every class since has put their own personal
stamp on the rock during their senior year. It has
become a right of passage for every senior class
at Edison, and most other area high schools.

About a week later, they loaded up the rock at
night and took it to the front of the school. They
found a perfect spot for the rock where two lights
on the front roof illuminated the main entrance. A
great place for the rock, but they needed
darkness to complete the job and not get caught.

Now that they had the rock, the problem of
what to do with it reared its head. They couldn’t
take it to Edison in broad daylight, so they took it
to the Davies’ yard and dumped it there. During
the unloading, a piece of the rock broke off and
one of the boys (Charles Morris) helping with the
unloading cut his fingers, Coochie recalls.

Turns out the rock was a big hit, so much so
that Coochie and the boys decided to own up to
their work. They went to the office an admitted to
Woodrow Robinson, then the principal, that they
were responsible for the rock. Mr. Robinson
thought for awhile, decided the rock was a good

Coochie crawled up on the roof and was
redirecting the lights away from the work area
when a police car pulled in and asked what he
was doing on the roof. Coochie, Tony, and the
What Coochie thought would be an easy job others managed to convince the officer they
turned out to a backbreaker. First he had to find meant no harm, and in fact were providing the
just the right rock, then figure out how to get it to new school with an instant tradition.
Edison. The latter chore had to be done
surreptitiously under cover of darkness, because
After hearing the story, the officer said “ya’ll be
he was sure the powers that be would squelch careful” and drove away. The boys, who only
the idea if asked.
minutes earlier had imagined themselves “under
the jail,” breathed a sigh of relief and finished
Coochie and some of his friends toured the unloading the rock. It sunk in the ground with the
area in his 1955 Ford until they came across a square piece in front just as if they had planned it
construction site on Rolling Road. A contractor that way.
was digging basements and uncovering some
huge rocks as part of the job. One was perfect for
When they finished and stepped back to
the intended use. Coochie convinced the admire their handiwork, it was apparent that
bulldozer operator and construction foreman not something else was need to set it off. So they
to break the rock into smaller pieces until he went back to Tony’s house and got some topsoil,
could get back with a dump truck.
mulch, flowers and flag stones and spruced up
the area. Just in case some of their friends didn’t
He enlisted the help of Tony Davies, who believe who did the job, they put their named on
lived behind Edison, and thought he could borrow the underside of the flagstones.
a truck from a nearby neighbor. They got the
truck and headed back to Rolling Road in the
A few nights later, the boys came back and
hope that their prize was still there. It was, and rubbed off their names because they were afraid
the dozer operator put some dirt in the truck bed they would get caught. The rock had become a
to stabilize the rock before he lifted it into the major topic of conversation in the halls and in the
truck.
office…especially in the office!
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The Edison Rock … continued
By Carl Sell

.
idea,
and told the boys to get back to class.
Others involved in the rock caper were
Douglas Beach, Charles Lacey, John McClellan, Lee McWharter, Danny Moldenhauer, Allen Waggle, Joe Zombro, Stephen Schaefer
and Charles Morris.
The rock has been repainted by the senior
class every year since then.
Coochie has lived in Franconia since the
early 1950s. His dad and uncles built three
houses on Clames Drive. Coochie and his wife
Nancy lived on Joyce Road. They have three
children Kimberly Down O’Shoulin, Amy
Downs Ford and Jay Downs. All are Edison
graduates.

COMING
SOON

Missed a Newsletter?
Coming soon … check out the Franconia Museum’s
earlier publications at franconiameseum.org
You currently can click on Items for sale
and order on line

***** THE MATCHING GIFT *****
Many employers will match part or all of your donation to a 501 (c)(3) organization like the
Franconia Museum. Amounts of Matching Gifts can vary from $25 and up.
Last year a Friend of the Franconia Museum had their $500 donation more than matched
with double the amount, $1000, given by their employer.
Check with your employer about Matching Gifts. With Matching Gifts, your donation can
do more to help the Franconia Museum.
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Robert Wiley
From Lorton, Virginia to Olustee, Florida
By Don Hakenson

While researching military service records of
Confederate veterans from Fairfax County and
reviewing the book titled, Confederate Military
History, Volume III, published in 1899, I was
able to find information on a Sergeant Robert
Wiley, a resident of Lorton, who had served in a
Georgia Infantry regiment, instead of in a
Virginia unit during the War Between the
States. Let me tell you his story:
Robert Wiley was born in Fairfax County on
August 16, 1840. His parents were Joseph and
Catherine Wiley. He grew up in Lorton, in the
Mount Vernon District, and was educated in
various institutions in Washington City. He
entered Confederate service in September
1861 as a scout, until March 8, 1862, when he
enlisted as a private in Company K, Nineteenth
Georgia Infantry at Occoquan, in Prince William
County, Virginia. On that date Captain Hooper
had Private Wiley enlist for the duration of the
war. After enlistment into Company K,
Nineteenth Georgia Infantry Private Wiley
would be involved in major engagements at
Williamsburg, West Point, Seven Pines, the
Seven Days campaign, Cedar Mountain,
Second Manassas, Ox Hill, Harper’s Ferry,
Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville,
Olustee,
Florida and Drewry’s Bluff. He also served in
the defense of Yorktown, Virginia, and the
defense of Charleston, South Carolina. His
commanders were Generals Wade Hampton,
A.J. Archer and Alfred H. Colquitt, very
competent leaders indeed.
Immediately after the Seven Days fighting
he was promoted to sergeant, before the age of
twenty-one. Afterward he was tendered the
adjutancy, but was compelled to decline on
account of his disability from wounds. Sergeant
Wiley was wounded three times in the Seven
Days struggle, but remained on the field
throughout the ordeal. During the fighting at
Fredericksburg on December 13, 1862,

Sergeant Robert Wiley

Sergeant Wiley was captured, but fortunately for
him he was a prisoner of war for only four days.
He was described at his capture as twenty-two
years of age, five feet, ten inches tall, dark hair,
dark complexion with hazel eyes.
In 1864, the Nineteenth Georgia Infantry was
transferred to Florida and was involved in the
battle at Olustee. It was there that Sergeant
Wiley distinguished himself on the battlefield,
and was again wounded. Alfred Mickelson
dedicated a poem inspired by the valiant service
of Sergeant Wiley, a young non-commissioned
officer from Fairfax County,
Continued of page 7
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Robert Wiley … continued
By Don Hakenson

Virginia for his heroic actions on the Florida battleground. Greensboro, North Carolina. Sergeant
Here is that poem that was published in the Confederate Wiley returned to Lorton, in Fairfax
County, Virginia, carrying with him a
Veteran magazine:
Mexican dollar given to him at the
The Hero of Olustee.
cessation of hostilities.
By Alfred Mickelson
“Ammunition! Ammunition!,” cried the fightin’ Rebel chief,
“We must have it, and right quickly, or our stay on earth is brief,
Where’s the man who’ll run the gauntlet, get the cartridges we need?
God in heaven, help me pick him, help me pick a man with speed.”
From the ranks a Virginia laddie, who had fought the whole war through,
Came and stood before his Colonel, looked at him with eyes of blue;
And those eyes they sparkled bravely as, “I’ll go,” he simply said,
And he left his Colonel smiling, as between the lines he sped.
Thick the bullets of the Yankees whistled through the Southern air,
And the Colonel, as he watched him, offered up to heaven a prayer,
For the enemy was advancing, and their bullets fell like sleet,
But the boy flew faster onward in his race with grim defeat.
In his breast his heart was leaping, in his eye there stood a tear,
And his lips they trembled, quivered, but ‘twas not from fright or fear,
For he knew success for Dixie rested on his shoulders slight,
And he must not fail or falter, or the Yanks would win the fight.
At last he found the cartridges, took as many as he could pack,
And between the raging battle lines he started to go back,
And his comrades, when they saw him with his load of shot and shell,
Cheered the brave Virginia laddie and let loose the Rebel yell
Pitilessly the Yankees fired, loudly did their cannons bark,
But it seemed that Heaven watched him, and the bullets missed their mark.
And at last he staggered safe behind his lines, and there he fell,
But his mission was completed and he had performed it well,
Though he was not crowned with laurel and his deed in history told,
And as hero of Olustee no reward was his in gold,
His reward was when in victory the flag of Dixie waved,
And he knew that those few cartridges—had the day for Dixie saved.

After the battle of Olustee the Nineteenth Georgia
Infantry was transferred back to Virginia, where Sergeant
Wiley was severely wounded in the left foot on March 19,
1864, and was admitted to Chimborazo General Hospital
Number Five. He was furloughed on August 2, 1864 for
sixty days, destination Accotink, Virginia, but it is very
unlikely that he actually went home. He was confined on
January 19, 1865 into Pettigrew General Hospital Number
Thirteen, in Raleigh, North Carolina. It appears from the
service records that Sergeant Wiley was so incapacitated
that he remained away from his unit until February 9, 1865.
Returning to the field in mid February 1865, Sergeant Wiley
surrendered with Johnston’s army on April 30, 1865 at High
Point, North Carolina, and signed his parole May 1, 1865 in

After the war he married Mary
Elizabeth Lee in Fairfax County, on June
21, 1867, and had seven children. Robert
Wiley was an active member of the John
Quincy Marr Camp, United Confederate
Veterans, became Vice President of the
Lorton Valley Democratic Club in 1888;
Commissioner of Revenue for the Fairfax
Treasury for twenty-four years, and was
also a trustee of the Fairfax Cemetery
Association. On September 13, 1907, the
Fairfax Herald reported “the office of
County Treasurer has been filled for many
years by Mr. Robert Wiley, like Andrew
Jackson he has so impressed himself
upon the hearts and affections of the
people that many of his friends will
probably continue to vote for him long
after his spirit shall have passed “beyond
the clouds.” He was a gallant Confederate
soldier, and is a perfect reservoir of
interesting war reminiscences.” He died
January 13, 1932 in Fairfax County at the
age of ninety-two years old, and was
buried at Fairfax Cemetery.
In his will, Robert Wiley requested that
his Confederate Cross of Honor and
Mexican Dollar “handed me by Captain
I.A. Roe at our surrender … near High
Point, North Carolina, be kept in the family
as long as there is one living.” His brother
was Private James H. Wiley, who rode
with the Chincapin Rangers and Colonel
John S. Mosby, the “Gray Ghost.”
In April 2010, the author purchased a
book titled, Confederate Military History,
Volume III, published in 1899, with the
inscription: “See page 1266 for a sketch
of my war record – Robert Wiley.” The
author values this manuscript as much as
any heirloom from my family.
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When the Edison Eagle Flew the Coop
By Jim Cox

Acquiring and Dedicating the Eagle
On May 14, 1968 the Edison Eagle took its
place on top of a 20 foot Steel Base shaped like
an “E” next to the main entrance of the school.
According to an Alexandria Gazette article the
Eagle had a 15 foot wingspan and weighed
about 180 pounds. The school mascot was dedicated the next day, and the entire student body
turned out for the ceremony, including future
Franconia Museum Board members Debbi
Wilson (69), Marcia (Wollock) Moon (69), Don
Hakenson (71) and me (Jim Cox – 71.) The
acquisition of the bird had taken the entire
school year up until this point, and was mainly
obtained through the efforts of Don Casto, a
teacher , and Chris Reed a student. Mr. Casto
was the sponsor and Chris was the president of
the Joy Boys, a club for promoting school spirit.
One of the main problems that they encountered
was raising the $814.00 to pay for the mascot.
The Gazette states that Bob Carson, Athletic
Director, supported their idea and allowed them
to proceed with the project if they could raise
$400.00 towards the cost. I remember Chris
Reed walking around with a coffee can, collecting change at the dedication to try and finish
paying for the Eagle.
The Eagle was ordered from Fibreglass
Menagerie of Alpine, California, but where to put
the mascot was the next problem to solve. The
first idea was to put it on top of the building, but
this was rejected. The Gazette tells how James
D. Woolridge, assistant school superintendent
for construction, came up with the idea for
placing the Eagle on a standard “T” shaped staff
with an “E” attached. This plan was approved,
the platform was fabricated by Arlington Iron
Works, and installed in front of the school.

August 28, 1968, The Gazette Reports that
the “Mascot Has Flown The Coop”
The theft was reported by Bonner Allee, Edison
Assistant Principal as occurring on a Thursday
night. The article mentions that the thieves had
to climb up a 20 foot pole and remove the welded on Eagle. In addition the article
wondered how the thieves got the 180 pound bird
with a fifteen foot wingspan down without being
seen. Obviously in 1968, Franconia Road was
not the busy at all hours road that it is today.
September 4, 1968, The Gazette Runs a
“Vanished Eagle” Editorial
The article cites an overall problem of crime
and vandalism on the rise and also states that
the thieves were pretty skilled in that “the entire
operation represented a degree of ingenuity
and
strength
that
might better have
been devoted to some
more
productive
enterprise.” Also stated was the fact that
$800.00 is a lot of
lunch and allowance
money
since
the
students had paid for
the mascot, and the
crime did represent
grand larceny. The
editorial also included
a plea for the culprits
to return the Eagle rather than destroying it.
Continued on page 9
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When the Edison Eagle Flew the Coop … continued
By Jim Cox

November 8, 1968, Gazette Headline Reads
“Police Find Edison Eagle’s Smashed
Head”
Police found the smashed head portion of the mascot on a smoldering rubbish heap near Mount
Vernon High School in late October. The head was
found outside a vacated apartment in the Engleside
area ,and the apartment had been “traced to a troubled young man often in trouble with the police and
a former student at Edison.”
November 18, 1968, “Edison Eagle’s Remains
Found; Fiberglas Bird Salvageable”
“County Detectives this morning reported that two
wings, each removed from the body on pegs, and
most of the body were found roughly intact in a
wooded area in the county’s Newington Station
section,” and that the “tail section of the American
bald eagle replica had been ripped off, an critical
fiberglass plastic surgery may be needed to restore
the mascot.” Corporal Billy Lamb turned over the
remains to Robert Carson, Edison Athletic Director.
Corporal Lamb, also an Edison parent, was pursuing a prime suspect in the crime.
January 3, 1969, “Final Period Rally Sparks Edison To Victory Over West Springfield”
You may be wondering what this has to do with the
Eagle, but it was the event where the mascot had
its second coming, helped rally a struggling Edison
basketball team, provided Jim Cox with an opportunity to do some heavy lifting, and showed why
Bob Carson was one of the finest Athletic Directors
ever to work at a Virginia High School. All these
things happened in one night, I know because I
was an eyewitness. The 1968-69 Edison Varsity
Basketball team was struggling early in the season,
losing to teams like George Washington, Wakefield
and Woodson, in fact they had not won a game
leading up to their opening district game at home
against West Springfield. I was a sophomore at the

and was not a good enough player to be a member
of the JV team, however some of my friends were
on the team, and my JV Football Coach Doug
Greene was also coaching the JV Basketball team.
Even though I was not a very good player I have
always loved basketball, so I went to Coach
Greene and became the manager, a pretty
thankless job, but I got a ride to every game and
got a front row seat on the bench. I also got to
shoot around with the players some at practice.
Anyway after the JV game that night the players
were getting dressed and I was putting stuff away,
when Bob Carson came in, grabbed about six of us
and told us he had a job for us. Coach Carson was
close to this particular team, because he had
coached it for about a week when Coach Greene
had to go out of town, the only Edison team that I
can remember “Big Bob” coaching, I remember that
he was a hell of a motivator! Anyway when he
gathered us in the locker room he said “BOYS
(that’s how he always started) …I’ve got the Eagle
in the equipment room, with a new head, and I want
you fellas to carry it out on the floor to get the team
and the crowd fired up”. So we proceeded to get
the bird and bring it out into the gym right next to
the bleachers, just outside the hall to the varsity
locker room. Remember the Eagle had a fifteen
foot wingspan, so we had to build it next to the
bleachers. Anyway we carried it out to center court
and naturally I got to
carry the tail section, or
as my Mom would say
“the part that jumps
over the fence last.” I
don’t remember who
else was helping with
the bird except that
Doug McBroom was
Coach Robert Carson

Continued on page 10
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When the Edison Eagle Flew the Coop … continued
By Jim Cox

there, Bob Carson enlisted all the bigger guys to
help. As a result, the team won a close game,
taking the lead in the fourth quarter. The article
lists Lynn Lamb as scoring on a putback late in the
game, he was Officer Lamb’s son (remember the
detective that returned the Eagle to Coach
Carson). Don’t think the Eagle played a huge part
in turning the season around, but the team did go
on to win the regular season district championship,
and formed the basis for the 1969-70 Pete
DeHaven, Steve Morris led, and Carl Hensley
coached Regional Champions, a story that also
needs to be told.
Coach Carson had acted fast to get the mascot
back together, he had the tail repaired and a new
head delivered, and it was only recovered about
six weeks earlier. As you can also see he was a
key part of anything that happened around Edison
during his tenure there as athletic director. During
my own high school coaching days at Jefferson I
frequently ran into Coach Carson and Coach
Hensley when playing against Lake Braddock.
They always made it a point to stop and visit with
me and offer encouragement about my coaching,
even though I had pretty good success against
their school.
January14, 1969, “Back On TOP”
The Gazette featured a front page photograph of
the Eagle returned to its perch. The Article states
that “Hugh Salter, John W. Alwood, Eugene
Thomas, Sr. and Eugene Thomas, Jr. are in the
photograph. Mr. Salter welded the Eagle to the
Don Castro

platform and the “Thomases donated a crane to
lift the bird in place.”
Editors Note:
It was a fun to research and write this article,
especially since it was part of my personal history, and I never forgot carrying that bird out to center court, wondering the whole time how I got involved in this. That school year was one of my
pivotal times in life, I learned some hard lessons,
made some mistakes that I vowed to never made
again, accomplished several good things, and
started growing up. I enjoyed revisiting that time
through writing this story.

Volunteers Needed

Good Books about
Local History
Read about the men and women, North and South, who lived
in the Telegraph,
Gunston, Colchester, Beulah
and Franconia areas during the Civil War era.
This Forgotten Land:
A Tour of Civil War Sites and Other
Historical Landmarks South of
Alexandria, Virginia
By Don Hakenson

Chris Reed

Get your copy today by calling
Don at 703- 971- 4984
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Long Arm Of Franconia On The Internet

Hi Jim,
I was just reading your article in the last
Franconia newsletter about Jac Walker. What a
wonderful lady she was. I have so many fond
memories of her and Don.
I grew up on
Franconia Road, just over the tracks in
Springfield. I am about the same age as the
Walker's youngest children. I think Pam is a year
younger than me. I literally grew up at Franconia
Methodist. My parents started going there when I
was an infant, 1957. But that's not what I really
wanted to talk about. Reading the newsletters
brings so many memories back. You should ask
Don Walker about his experiences in visitation for
Franconia Methodist with Bernie Jenkins. Bernie
Jenkins was my Dad. He and Don did visitation
of new possible members every Monday night for
about 30 years. I also noticed in the newsletter
that Jac attended the Harmony Class at church. I
think my Dad was the teacher of that class. My
Mom, Opal Jenkins, taught the 5 year old class
for many years, did wedding coordinating,
counted collection and sang in the choir. My Dad
was the lay leader at Franconia Methodist for 11
years, taught adult Sunday school and was a lay
preacher, sang in the choir and also the men's
quartet. I also remember many youth group
outings to the Walker's pool. I have some
wonderful film footage of some of the ice cream
socials they had every fall at the church during
the 60's. Barbecue, home made ice cream and
pies. And I can't forget the traditional Easter egg
hunts that are still going on there. They were
doing those hunts when I was a tiny child. During
the summer we always had a week of vacation
Bible school. Well enough of my ramblings. I
have been into the museum once. I currently
reside in Massachusetts, but my Brother and
Sister both live in Manassas, so I still get down
there.
I did have some interesting email
exchanges about memories of Franconia with Jac
for a while.
Don't know if anyone would
remember her there now, but there was a woman
I use to go home to lunch with after church when I
was 5 or 6. Her name is Mozelle Lowe. She
lived down on Rose Hill Drive and

attended Franconia as well. She and her
husband, Ken, retired to Luray. Ken has passed
on quite a few years ago now, but Mozelle still
lives in Luray. I think she turned 92 this year.
Take care and keep up the great work!
Donna Jenkins Hamcke
Editors Note:
We always enjoy hearing from our museum
friends. Send us your memories.
If you can't stop by the museum, located in the
Franconia Government Center, 6121 Franconia
Road during our open hours (see back page for
times and days), then visit us often on the web at
franconiamuseum.org for updates.

We would love to hear from you… if
you would like to give us your comments or send us a word or two,
please contact us by mail or email.

6121 Franconia Road
Franconia, VA 22310
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

DID YOU KNOW?

Franconia School
-Stephen Potter-








The Franconia School land was donated by
Thomas Javins.
In 1863 there was a school built.
Family attended multi-generation.
The Honorable Gladys Keating tried to save
the old building.
Union troops may have attacked Franconia
School.
The were only two teachers that taught seven grades
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HOLD THE DATE

HOLD
THE
DATE

9th ANNUAL HISTORY DAY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2010
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Franconia Volunteer Fire Department
6300 Franconia Road

HOLD
THE
DATE

** BOTH SIDE TOURS **
West Virginia History and Gambling Tour!

SEE
PAGE
14

Visit a “hidden gem” museum in Charles Town and then participate in a favorite past time
of Civil War soldiers at the nearby Hollywood Casino! You’ll see the actual wagon that carried
John Brown to his fate and then hopefully will have better luck at the casino. On the way home
experience a panoramic view of the Potomac River where it meets the Shenandoah River and
learn about the origins of the Potomac.

Saturday, November 20, 2010
Sponsored by the Franconia Museum
Includes Bus, Buffet $20 FREE Play Card for Slots

Did You Know ?

-Don Hakenson – used to steal Walker apples on Beulah Road. Was brought up in the Windsor
Estates subdivision.
- Marcia Wollock Moon - was brought up in the Burgundy Village and attended Edison High School.
-Don Hakenson - Fitzhugh Lee was born at Clairmont off of Franconia Road. The only Governor of
Virginia born in Fairfax County.

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.
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Dan Kuntz - Board of Directors
By Jim Cox/Dan Kuntz

Dan Kuntz became a Franconia Museum Director early in
the year along with longtime Franconian Sonny Wright. Dan
and his wife Rita moved to Franconia in September of 1986,
following the birth of their son Tommy (an only child) in
April 1985.
Prior to moving to Franconia they lived in Old Town
Alexandria, and Crystal City. The Kuntzs moved to Virginia
from New Jersey in the summer of 1979. Both Dan and Rita
graduated Parsippany High School (where they met) in New
Jersey, in 1970. They married in 1972, after Dan had
attended one year of college at Northeastern University in
Boston, and Rita one year of college at Old Dominion
University. Dan says “We didn't like being far away from
one another.” They both then attended William Paterson
College in Wayne, New Jersey. Rita graduated in 1974,
with a degree in Education and Dan graduated in 1975, with
a degree in English. Dan then attended Rutgers University
Law School in Newark, New Jersey, graduating 1978. He
was admitted to the New Jersey bar in 1978, to the District
of Columbia bar in 1979, and to the Virginia bar in 1981.
In 1980, Rita took a teaching position at McLean High
School in McLean, Virginia, in the school's Work Study
program. She shortly became head of the program and
remained in this position until she retired in 2007.
In connection with her job, Rita was heavily involved in
Special Olympics, coaching McLean's Special Olympics
basketball team year after year. Many of her games were
played at Edison. In 1981, Dan began practicing law as an
insurance defense attorney, defending negligence and
products liability cases in the Northern Virginia, and District
of Columbia courts. From 1985 until 2002, he did this as a
staff counsel with Hartford Insurance Company. In 2002, he
decided to try something new and took a position as an
attorney with Transportation Security Administration (TSA),
in the Civil Enforcement section of TSA's Office of Chief
Counsel. He’s been with TSA since.
Their son Tommy attended Franconia Elementary, Mark
Twain Middle School, and Edison High School, graduating
in 2003. He then went to Virginia Tech, where in 2007 he

graduated with a degree in Food Science and Technology.
He earned a master's degree in Food Science and
Technology from Virginia Tech in 2009. Since 2009 he has
worked for a manufacturer of food flavorings at the
company's Research and Development facility on
Eisenhower Avenue. He currently lives in Kingstowne.
According to Dan’s his interest in Franconia Museum dates
from a Saturday in 2006, “I was waiting for my car to be
serviced
at
the
Shell
station
across
the
street. It being Saturday, the red sign was out, and I decided
to see what the Museum had to offer. Needless to say, I'm
glad I did. As I recall, Jim Cox happened to be minding the
store that day and showed me pictures of existing Franconia
buildings in livery from a by-gone era, and pictures of
no
-longer-existing Franconia buildings, with advice on where
these were. I believe I bought a baseball cap and Volume 1
of Franconia Remembers that day. In subsequent visits I
purchased the rest of the Franconia Remembers series,
because, as everybody who has read one of these knows,
once you read one, you have to have them all. Also on that
first visit, Jim gave me some back issues of the Franconia
Museum Newsletter, and I found (and continue to find) these
as interesting as the articles in Franconia Remembers. I
recall in particular a Newsletter article about the Bush Hill
plantation, and another about mills dating from
Revolutionary times that were located on tributaries
of Backlick Run. Excellent stuff.”
Dan and Rita became regular attendees at Franconia
Museum events, and
eventually Dan was
asked to join the board
because of his obvious
interest in local history.

Franconia
Museum
Director
Dan Kuntz

Everyone has a story to tell and we want to hear yours! If you are interested in sharing your stories with us please email us at franconiamuseum@yahoo.com. The Franconia Museum is also
looking for artifacts, photo’s, and maps (gifts or loans) for future exhibits.
Franconia Museum, Inc. is a 501 ( c) ( 3 )
private community based not-for-profit organization.
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BOTH SIDES TOUR V

HOLD
THE
DATE

West Virginia History and Gambling Tour!
Visit a “hidden gem” museum in Charles Town and then participate in a favorite past time of Civil
War soldiers at the nearby Hollywood Casino! You’ll see the actual wagon that carried John Brown
to his fate and then hopefully will have better luck at the casino. On the way home experience a
panoramic view of the Potomac River where it meets the Shenandoah River and learn about the
origins of the Potomac.

Saturday, November 20, 2010
Sponsored by the Franconia Museum
Includes Bus, Buffet $20 FREE Play Card for Slots
Start the day at 8 a.m. with coffee, donuts at the Franconia Museum, 6121 Franconia Road. Board
a comfortable rest-room equipped motor coach for the trip to the local Laurel Grove historic site
and then the Jefferson County Museum in Charles Town. Enjoy a buffet lunch at the Hollywood
Casino and then gamble with a $20 FREE Play card at the slots or at the tables for a few hours.
We’ll end the day overlooking Harper’s Ferry, the Potomac and the Shenandoah Rivers.

SPECIAL ADDED ATTRACTION
While in Charles Town, we’ll show you the court house where John Brown was convicted and the
spot where he was hanged. The Jefferson County Museum is a treasure trove of displays and
artifacts from the Revolutionary War and Civil War eras. Bring you cameras for pictures as we view
the Potomac River from high atop a hill at an off the beaten path spot in Harpers Ferry.
COST: $100.00 Each. Includes Buffet lunch and a $20 FREE play card for slots at Hollywood
Casino and a fast-food value card per person on the way home as well as the entrance fee to
each historic site.

John Brown was captured and
convicted after an ill-fated raid
on the
Federal Arsenal in
Harpers Ferry. Colonel Robert
E. Lee was in charge of the
Marines who captured Brown
and his followers.

Contact Don Hakenson at 703.971.4984 or dhakenson@cox.net
Carl Sell at 703-971-4716 or sellcarl@aol.com

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.

Walhaven
Gravel Pit
1920s – 30’s
Contributed by
Mary Ellen Smith
Please share your
photograph with the
museum

Not on our mailing list?
Want to become part of our growing family … contact us
at franconmuseum@yahoo.com to find out how to become
a friend of the Museum or call Steve Sherman at
703-971-7700
on how to become a business sponsor of the museum

Have a story or picture to share …
please contact us by mail or email
6121 Franconia Road
Franconia, VA 22310
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com
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In Memoriam

Richard Howard Taber (Age 69)

William Herbert Higham, Sr.

“Beat ‘M Up”

Born in Washington D.C. on Nov. 18, 1912
Departed on May 23, 2010 and resided in
Alexandria, VA.

Richard Howard Taber, of Culpeper, VA died
Monday, July 26, 2010 at Culpeper Regional
Hospital. Mr. Tabor was born October 10,
1940 in New London, CT, to the late Howard
Taber and the late Clarissa Fogg Taber.
Richard’s career was spent installing screening
for windows and doors and later as a
maintenance worker for housing. Richard
loved the Rock & Roll era of the ‘50s and had
his own personal style of vehicle demolition.
Surviving Richard are his siblings, Shelia
Natter of Spotsylvania, VA, Linda Simpson of
Fredericksburg, VA, Harry Taber of Dalton,
GA, Sharon Breeding of Culpeper, VA, Charles
Taber and his wife Sarah of Herndon, VA and
an abundance of nieces and nephews.
Richard was preceded in death by his siblins,
Jimmy Taber and Barbara Collins.

On Sunday, May 23, 2010 at the age of 97 of
Alexandria, VA. Beloved husband of the late
Dorothy A. Higham and his second wife, the
late Daisy; father of Bill, Jr. (Nancy) and
Andy (Jane); grandfather of Nancy Lee,
Debbi (Rick), Suzanne (Doug), Kathie
(Dave), Julie (Dan), D.A. (Greg) and Jennifer
(Barb); great-grandmother of Ricky (Hollis),
Emily, Billy, Jessica, Haley, Amanda, Sam,
Olivia, Lindsey, Ellie, Nicholas, Carly, and
Danny; son of the late Herbert and Kathie
(Shields) Higham; brother of the late twin
brother Bob, Emma, and Dick. Also survived
by caregiver, Victoria Rose. Relatives and
friends may call at Jefferson Funeral Chapel
5755 Castlewellan Drive Alexandria, VA.
Wednesday 2-4 and 7-9 P.M. and Thursday
11 to 12 Noon. Funeral service at Olivet
Episcopal Church 6107 Franconia Road Alexandria, VA on Thursday May 27th at 1:00
P.M. Intermet Pohick Episcopal Church
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be
made to Olivet Episcopal Church Building
Fund.

Funeral services will be held at a later date.
Condolences may be given at www.cloreenglish.com. The family has entrusted CloreEnglish
Funeral
Home
with
these
arrangements, 540-825-2361.

Raised on Triplet Lane from 1948 - 1964.
Triplet Lane in now Van Dorn Street.
NOTE: The Tabor Family was also
featured in Franconia Remembers Volume
IV.

Have a memoriam …
please email it to us at
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

NOTE:
Higham Family
was also featured in
Franconia
Remembers
Volume II

.
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In Memoriam … continued

Robert Wartha Potter
Robert Wartha Potter was born in Alexandria,
Virginia, on February 21, 1921. The son of
Edward Wartha Potter, Jr. and Clara Amelia
Dove, he was one of three children, with an older brother Herbert (deceased) and a younger
sister Gladys. Robert lived with his family in a
home his father built in 1924 in Franconia Virginia, near the Franconia Station on the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and
Potomac Railroad (RF&P). His dad was
employed by the
RF&P Railroad most of his working life.
After ending his schooling, Robert went to work
for Sanitary Stores (now Safeway Stores, Inc.).
he met his future wife, M. Louise Viar, at a
Baptist Church social. After mostly double
dating for three years, Robert and Louise were
married on June 19, 1940, in the parlor of the
Viar home in Springfield, Virginia. They lived
with his parents until 1943, when they moved to
Culpeper, Virginia, were Robert worked until he
left for the Army and Ft. Knox, Kentucky, in
October 1944.
Louise joined him there on
December 10th and got a job at the fort’s
day
-nursery. They left Ft. Knox on February 21,
1945, aboard a troop train. Robert shipped out
of New York City on the Queen Mary, bound for
France. He served in the European Theatre in
General George S. Patton’s Third Army, Second Armored Division, “Hell on Wheels”, as an
assistant machine gunner, barrel gunner, and
tank driver. He also served in the First and
Sixth Armored Divisions.
In August 1946, after Robert returned home
from the war, he and Louise moved back to
Franconia where he resumed work at Safeway.
Their son, Stephen Robert Potter, was born
years later, on July 8, 1950. Robert’s parents
gave each of their three children parcels upon
which to build their homes. Robert and Louise
built a two-story, two-stall garage first, which
they converted into a temporary home while
they

they built their main house.
Shortly before their son Stephen
was born, they moved into their
home, and the garage became a
garage.
Robert retired as a Store Manager with
Safeway, after 43 years of service, in 1983.
During his retirement Robert enjoyed
gardening, traveling, fishing, and helping
others – he was quite the “Handy Man”. He
was also a very good harmonica player and
would provide musical accompaniment for
Louise as she “danced” the wooden “dancing
dolls” she and Robert made.
On August 3, 2003, Robert’s beloved wife of
63 years, Louise, passed away. Two years
later, his life was brightened by the birth of his
grandson, Robert Shields Potter. For almost
five years, “Robbie” brought joy into his life. A
member of the United Methodist Church since
1961, Robert passed away in the Potter’s
Lane home he help build, and lived in for sixty
years on Tuesday, June 1, 2010.

Robert Potter and Bill Higham
Franconia Elementary 60th Anniversary
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In Memoriam … continued

Did You Know?

Jim Todd
By Carl Sell

The Franconia area lost a friend with the
passing of Jim Todd on August 12, 2010.
Fortunately, his legacy will live on as his family
continues Jim’s generous effort to help make
Franconia a better place in which to live, learn and
do business.
Jim and his family operated three Roy Rogers
restaurants in the Lee-Mount Vernon area,
including the one in Manchester Lakes. Others are
in Woodlawn and Belle View. A fourth, in Hybla
Valley, closed some years back.
The Manchester Lakes restaurant opened in
June of 1990 and has become a focal point for
good food and community support. Jim started a
“School Night” program in 1996, that provided a
share of a night’s profits to local schools. Among
the first to benefit were Rose Hill, Lane and
Calvary Road. Since then, the program has
produced more than $150,000 for schools in the
Franconia area. Similar programs exist at the
Woodlawn and Belle View locations.
Roy Rogers in Manchester Lakes also helps
make the Franconia Museum’s annual History Day
a success by donating its famous hamburgers to
be sold with all of the profits going to the Museum.
Remember Jim Todd and Roy Rogers when you
buy a hamburger this November 6!
Jim is survived by two sons and a daughter
from his marriage to the late Margaret A. Todd.
James and Jeffrey Todd continue to operate the
restaurants. Jim also is survived by a daughter,
Judi Todd Darnall.and six grandchildren. He also
is survived by wife Bernice Moen Todd, two
stepsons and three grandchildren.
A native of Pittsburgh, Jim
made his home in the
Washington area since 1986,
before retiring and moving to
Williamsburg in 2006. Son
James lives in Woodbridge,
and Jeff in Mount Vernon.

Bill Schurtz From Franconia to Hayfield there was one
farm. The Petits build his house and in 1941
Belvoir did massive condemnation but didn’t
build until the ‘60s and ‘70s. Oakwood
Road, which is now Van Dorn, changed in
’57 or ’58.
The Franconia-Telegraph
intersection was considered the crossroads.
The Galliotts had a chicken farm on the
hillside, “the whole hillside was white”. Set
up a landfill. The Kittson/Talbolt cemetery
was located where 495 is today.
The
cemetery was directly in the part of the road.
Mrs. Harry McQuinn held up 495 bulldozers
with a shotgun. She said she didn’t want the
graves to be disturbed. The case went to the
State Supreme Court - it ruled that the
cemetery could not hold up the building of
the road as long as the government moved
the graves to a new location that would be
suitable to the families. They had guards
watching the graves all the time. So his
father let the Talbot's move their cemetery
into his and started massive negotiations
between the state and the county. Schurtz
would not let them bury the graves without
being paid for by the state, but they finally
paid, and he prepared the grave yard. They
found bodies from the Civil War buried in
coffins with glass lids that were still not
broken, and you could see the uniforms
through the lids. Probably there are still
some people not found who were buried
under 495, because the fence was burned.
So they did not know exactly where the
cemetery boundaries were. They found 30
Confederate soldier’s bodies outside the
regular cemetery, but they do not know if all
were found, and some could have been left.
The soldiers bodies were put in 6x4 concrete
vaults that were brought down on flatbeds
and dropped in a trench.
Oxfund Old
Methodist church burned in March of 1931.
Bush Hill/Gunnel house was across 495.
The Schurtz family had a contract with the
government to feed German prisoners of war
at Bush Hill.

Page 19
Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.

Franconia’s Fallen Vietnam Heroes
By Jim Cox

We are releasing a book about Joe Davies, Air Force Pilot, Annandale Football Star, and Franconian at
this year’s Franconia History Day. Along the way as the book took shape we found information about
other Franconians that gave their lives in defense of our country. I decided to add a chapter to the book
about these men and honor them here in connection with Veteran’s Day.

Corporal Robert W. Cupp
June 6, 1968
US Army

Corporal Charles H. Elliot, Jr.
August 21, 1968
US Army

Private First Class
Herman Judy, Jr.
May 29, 1969
US Army

Private First Class
Kermit (Bill) Holland
March 22, 1970
US Marine Corps

Sergeant Michael L Walker
July 10, 1973
US Air Force

Captain Paul M. Bayliss
November 6, 1966
US Air Force

Private First Class Michael E. Ludwig
May 27, 1968
US Army
Each of these men with the exception of Mike Walker, who died as a direct result of his injuries suffered
in Vietnam, has been honored with a gold star and their name inscribed on a memorial in Alexandria
know as Versace Plaza. I visited the plaza and found seven Franconia names inscribed under gold
stars among the 65 total Vietnam dead identified on the memorial. Standing in the Plaza I looked
around at the seven Franconia
names
inscribed
on
the
memorial bench, and I felt that
our small community had more
than contributed its share to the
defense of our country during
Vietnam. Anyone that would like
to share their experiences as a
veteran is encouraged to write
the museum, we will include
them in future newsletters. We
know we had many more
veterans from Franconia that
served in Vietnam, other wars,
and had peacetime military service. Please share your stories.
Two Franconia heroes side by side in Versace Plaza
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We’re on the Web!
www.franconiamuseum.org

*** We Are Open ***
2010 Board Of Directors:
President:
Steve Sherman

Expanded Museum Hours Are
Monday - Tuesday - Wednesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

VP for Administration:
Debbi Wilson
VP for Education:
Phyllis Walker-Ford
VP for Historical Activities:
Jim Cox
Secretary:
vacant
Treasurer:
Jane Higham

Remember … come on Wednesdays to sit
with Don Hakenson and tell him your story
or write a story of your Franconia remembrances.
** Volunteers Are Needed **
Please email us at
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com if you

Directors:
Carol Hakenson
Don Hakenson (Pub Co-Editor)
Andy Higham
Dan Kuntz
Marcia Moon
Betty Nalls
Cary Nalls
Carl Sell (Story Coordinator)
Margaret Welch
Sonny Wright

“Want To See Your Ad Here?
Email Us At:
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

Honorary Directors:
Congressman Jim Moran
Delegate Mark Sickles
Supervisor Jeff McKay
Honorable Gladys Keating
Honorable Joe Alexander
Past Board Members
Debbie Dudding Gregg Dudding
Johna Gagnon Bob Heittman
Jenee Lindner
Sue Patterson
Edith Sprouse
Christine Tollefson
Delores Comer
Jacqueline “Jac” Walker

Webmaster: Jim Sapp
Franconia Museum Inc.
6121 Franconia Road
Franconia, VA 22310
Franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

We’re looking
for your articles,
pictures, and stories
Please send or
email them to us
Franconia Museum
6121 Franconia Road
Franconia, VA 22310
Or
franconiamuseum@yahoo.com

