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The Franconia Museum has added a
new Civil War display that highlights
artifacts and other items belonging to
Mosby Rangers, that lived in the
Franconia area. Don Hakenson has
loaned the museum a Confederate kepi
and saber belt that belonged to Private
George W. Triplett. In addition, Don
loaned a rifle musket used by his
brother Private Richard C. Triplett. Both
were Confederate rangers that served
with the Confederate guerilla chieftain
Colonel John Singleton Mosby, and his
Forty-third Battalion Virginia Cavalry.
These partisan rangers were considered
one of the most feared Confederate
cavalry units that served in the war.
Both George and Richard Triplett
were born at Round Hill Farm, on
Telegraph Road, which is known today
as the U.S. Army Humphries Engineer
Center. The center is located directly
across the street from the Seven/Eleven
store beside Hayfield High School.
Ranger George Triplett lived after the
war at Flag Hill, which was situated
behind Edison High School.

15

Confederate 6th Virginia Cavalry gray
wool kepi. Body with “CSA” button
and 6” pin on front. Wide brim is
covered with tarred leather, chin strap
missing, 2 flat buttons on side. Interior
with tarred canvas sweat band and
natural linen lining. Written in script
“G.W.T.” on interior of crown. 10 ¼”
x 6 ¾”

Don was able to purchase these
items from a Mosby collection belonging
to the late Bob Daily. Daily’s Mosby
artifacts and historical documents were
auctioned off in April at Quinn’s Auction
House, in Falls Church. Don was aware
of the Franconia connections because
he had visited Bob Daily’s Middleburg,
Virginia home many times before with
his friend Tom Evans to see his exhibits.
Don felt strongly that George
Triplett’s kepi and saber belt, especially
Richard Triplett’s rifle musket had to be
returned to Franconia where it
belonged.
The Franconia Museum is pleased
to now have authenticated museum
quality Civil War artifacts on display in
its facility. Make sure you visit and take
a look at the Confederate kepi and all
the other items displayed that chronicle
the history of our beloved Franconia.
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Presidents Message ...

I would like to start by thanking Jeff McKay, Lee District Fairfax County Supervisor for his support of the Franconia Museum. I also want to thank all the Board of Directors of the Franconia
Museum, Inc. for the great job that they have done so far this year in planning for Franconia
History Day, and also for the preparation of Volume V of Franconia Remembers, a book about
Joe Alexander that will be published soon.
Fall is almost here and as we head into the cooler months and prepare for the Holidays,
many of us will be sitting down with families and taking out photo albums from years past.
Please remember that the Franconia Museum is looking for photos and artifacts that depict the
history of Franconia. We are looking for photos that you may have from the 1920’s to 1960’s.
Please call Jac Walker at 703-971-2463 or myself at 793-971-7700.
Thanks to Jim Cox who had been on the Fairfax County History Commission, and helped get
Historical Markers for Laurel Grove School and Beacon Airfield. Congratulations are in order for
Phyllis Walker Ford who was appointed to the Fairfax County History Commission in 2009, and
Don Hakenson who recently completed 5 years with the History Commission. I was recently
appointed to take Don Hakenson’s place on the History Commission as a representative from
Lee District.
Just a reminder that Franconia History Day will be on Saturday October 24, 2009, from 9:00
AM to 2:00 PM, at the Franconia Firehouse. Volume V of the Franconia Remembers will be on
sale that day.
Have a great Fall!
Sincerely,

Steve Sherman

New Friends
Connie Beatty
Ruby Calkins
Bruce Hoffer
Gary & Mary Kurucz
Bonnie Mendelson
Lynn Ruscoe
Mary Pat Smith
Fran Suter
Ora Titus
Karen Connair

Lifetime Friend
Judy Hutchinson
Marjorie E. Baggett Tharpe

$1,000 + Donations
Sheehy Ford

Event Sponsors
Sherman Properties
Laurel Grove School
Don Hakenson/Gregg Dudding
Martin & Gass

Business Friend

Roy Rogers

Dove Heating & Air
Conditioning

Dove Heating & Air
Conditioning

Higham Company INC.

Honorable Mark Sickles
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Franconi a Mueum Web P age Has Moved

Unveiling Of Our Volume V Book
“Franconia Remembers Joe Alexander”

From the little boy on Beulah Street who liked to fly toy airplanes to
the Air Force Jet Pilot in Korea………From the youngster who watched
the trains stop in Franconia to a leading advocate for the Metro system
with a home-town station named in his honor…..From a hardware clerk to
Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors……From a
youngster who lived in a house with two bedrooms and a path to the
person most responsible for public sewer and water in the section of the
County he represented.
Of course, those items could only describe
Joe Alexander, the Fairfax County Supervisor
who represented Franconia and Lee District for
32 years. But they only scratch the surface of
the life of this remarkable man who kept his feet
on the ground and his eyes on a better life for
his family, his neighbors and his constituents.

Volume V of the Franconia Museum’s series of books chronicling the
area’s history is dedicated solely to the life Joe Alexander, who still lives
among his friends despite pressure to run for higher office and move on
to State or National politics.
Written by long-time cohort Carl Sell, the book focuses on Joe’s
beginnings in Franconia, his family life with Davie and his two daughters
and service as a County Supervisor. You’ll also meet Joe Alexander
through the memories of friends and staff.
The Book…..Franconia Remembers Joe Alexander…will be unveiled
on Saturday, October 24, 2009 at the Franconia Museum’s 8th Annual
History Day program, to be held this year at the Franconia Volunteer Fire
Department (6300 Beulah Street), where Joe is a lifetime member. The
hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Joe will be there to personally sign your
copy!
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Hayfield
From the Hayfield Secondary School Website
By Dr. Dennis Pfennig

Editor’s note: Since we have a story in this
issue about the Mennonites at Hayfield I
thought it was appropriate to give some more
background history about the farm. I found
this information on the Hayfield Secondary
School Website, and thought it fit the bill. It
also included a small picture of the manor
house, which I believe was the front side of
the building
It is thought that George Washington
acquired the land on which Hayfield was built
around 1761, in order to increase the holdings of his Mount Vernon Estate. Colonel
Washington came to use the land he
purchased as his hayfield - hence the name
of the school. When General George
Washington returned from the Revolutionary
War, he decided to ease his debt by selling
360 acres of the western section of his land to
his cousin and plantation manager, Lund
Washington, who was married to the former
Elizabeth Foote, also one of the General's
kinsman
Lund and his wife built the lovely Hayfield
Manor House which remained standing until a
fire destroyed it in 1917. Also on the site was
a formal boxwood garden that was said to be
one of the finest in the state of Virginia. Lund
died in 1796, and his wife later bequeathed
the land to her nephew William Foote. His
widow conveyed the land to Richard Windsor
in 1860, who then sold the land to William
Clarke in 1874.
Clarke added more acreage, and is
credited with building the famed double octagon, or sixteen-sided barn, apparently based
on the plans of a barn built by General
Washington. It was located across from the
school in the vicinity of what is now Hayfield
Park.

The shape, it is reported, was such to ensure
that the devil would have no corner in which
to hide in his ever-ending quest to drag souls
into the fires of hell. Reportedly, the barn
remained standing until 1967, when it also fell
victim to a fire.

In 1906, Clarke's widow conveyed
Hayfield to Joseph R. Atkinson, who in turn
sold it to J.M. Duncan. In 1918, after fire had
destroyed the farm dwellings, it was
conveyed to Hayfield Farm Co., Inc. It was
during this time that some of the historic
Hayfield boxwood was sold, and it is said that
some of it thrived at the National Cathedral
(placed there by Mrs. Woodrow Wilson).
Some of it may also have been planted at the
National Masonic Memorial.
In 1954, the property was sold to W.S.
Banks and W.M. Orr, who developed a herd
of Charolais cattle there. They sold to Wills
and Van Metre in 1963, and their construction
company began to develop housing plans.
That, of course, brought about the need for a
school, and on January 13th, 1969, Hayfield
Secondary opened its doors.
During
excavation, workmen unearthed a pre-Civil
War cemetery, with a total of thirty-one
gravesites.
Continued on page 5
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Hayfield
From the Hayfield Secondary School Website continued ...
By Dr. Dennis Pfennig

The identity of the deceased remains a
mystery even today. The coffins were all
aligned with heads to the west and feet to
the east - this to conform to the tradition that
men are born like the sunrise, and die just as
the sun fades to the west. The remains of the
thirty-one were reburied in Fairfax Cemetery.
Classes were to begin at Hayfield
Secondary on January 13, 1969. However
the school was not finished on time; thus, the
first high school classes had to held at
Edison High and Mark Twain Intermediate.
Both of those buildings had to double shift.
Edison students, for example, went from
7:30 until 11:30 am; Hayfield students
arrived at 11:30 and left at 3:30 pm. That
four-hour school day was great noted many
who can remember back that far. But by
September 1969, Hayfield Secondary was
off and running. Some construction still had
to be completed, but classes were in place –
all 7 ½ hours of them!
The surrounding area was still “in the
middle of nowhere”. There was no Giant
Shopping Center, no Kingstowne. The
houses in Hayfield Farms sold at the
amazingly large sum of $30,000. There was
a working farm with a cow next to the football
field on Hayfield Road. The new school was
shiny and modern. The principal, Floyd
Worley, insisted that the faculty be young
and beautiful as well. The student body was
overwhelming Anglo-Saxon. The years have
changed the physical structure of the
building and the composition of the student
body, but the dedication of the faculty; the
support of the surrounding community, and
the determination of the students to succeed
in life have not. This is Hayfield’s lasting
legacy.

Thanks to Dr. Dennis Pfennig, who taught at
Hayfield for thirty years, for writing this history.
Editor’s note: Myself and Donald Hakenson went
to Edison during the split shift semester when
Hayfield was being finished in the Fall of 1968.
We did not have a four hour school day, but the
schedules were staggered to allow shared areas
like the cafeteria to serve all the extra students.
Our freshman class was split at the end of the
1967-1968 school year, and about a third of the
class became Hayfield students. These students
were the first graduating class from Hayfield in
June 1971. The split included our Fall 1967
Gunston Champion Edison Freshman Football
Team, with a good portion of the team ending up
at Hayfield. This created quite a rivalry, because
in the Fall of 1968 we shared the same practice/
game fields, and culminated in two very good
varsity football teams during the Fall of 1970.
Edison won the district title and lost to an Ed
Henry coached Marshall High School team in the
regional championship game, and Hayfield
finished with a winning record. This rivalry will
make a good future story for the newsletter.

Hayfield Barn
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New Fairfax County Historical Markers in
Lee District/Franconia
By Jim Cox

Laurel Grove Marker Unveiled
June 13, 2009
On Saturday June 13 the Fairfax Historical
Marker commemorating the establishment of a
segregated school for Franconia’s African
American students in the 1880’s, was dedicated
in a very well attended ceremony. Laurel Grove
School was established on land donated by the
Jasper Family, former slaves at Mount Vernon
that bought land on the present day Beulah
Road, just prior to the Civil War.
Phyllis

marker that gave a brief description of the
school and the people who founded it as
well as the church that was once right next
door. Members of the Laurel Grove School
Association (LGSA) and those with family
ties to the school have always known its
historical significance. But with the historical
marker
comes
the
opportunity
for
community members to become acquainted
with the history of a schoolhouse in their
own backyard.
"The community can now be tuned into
what this building is, what it represents,"
said William E. DePuy Jr., LGSA Board of
Directors vice president. "It's an essential
piece of Virginian and national history."
Board of Directors member Florence King
echoed that sentiment. "It will give not only
visibility to the community but … they will
see this marker is there for a reason and
when they read it and see the timeline they
will say 'wow'," said King.

Walker Ford says “The marker symbolizes the
unity among African American families in
Franconia to overcome hardships and build a
school to educate the first generation born to
freedom.”
The Connection Newspapers published an
excellent article by Colin Daileda, on Thursday,
June 18, 2009, that describes the dedication:
From schoolhouse to "living museum" to
an official piece of American history, the
Laurel Grove School has been through a
lot since being constructed by freed slaves
in the early 1880s. This past Saturday,
June 13, a ceremony took place at the
school in Franconia to unveil a historical

Two people familiar with the school's
timeline are former students Marguerite
Williams and Elicadeth Blackwell. Williams
began attending in 1923, while Blackwell
first sat down at Laurel Grove School in the
early 1930s. Both attended until 1932, when
it was closed due to a lack of students. "I
never would have thought in my life there'd
be anything here like that," said Williams,
referring to the marker. "After school was
out, I thought that was it. It's a blessing and
it's a good landmark."
The historical landmark can inform a
passersby of the significance of Laurel
Grove School, but step inside the old
schoolhouse today and one will find
photographs of former students, examples
of the curriculum taught to those students,
Continued on page 7
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New Fairfax County Historical Markers in
Lee District/Franconia continued ...
By Jim Cox

those students, and much more. he inside
of Laurel Grove School tells the story of a
people, or as LGSA Board of Directors
President Phyllis Ford said, "The wonderful
story of what happens after slavery." "We all
think of slavery as being that God-awful
thing," said Ford. "But after that, what did
families do and what was important to
them? Education and their faith. " The
importance of education is very much alive
in what the LGSA does today. They are
compiling information about the school and
the history of the black community in the
Franconia area and inserting it into the
curriculum of area elementary schools,
starting with the fourth grade.
"What they're doing … here is fabulous,"
said State Sen. George Barker (D-39), who
attended the unveiling ceremony. "It'll help
kids growing up understand sort of what the
history is and the types of commitments
people had to get education back in the
19th century."

the Laurel Grove School, Church and
Community.
This marker would not have
happened with out the efforts of Phyllis Ford.
She worked with the Lee District History
Commissioners (Don Hakenson and myself) to
create a package for the Marker Committee
Chairman Jack Hiller, and presented the request
to the entire Fairfax County History Commission
at a monthly meeting. She was able to get the
commission to approve the marker and provide
one-half of the funding. I was very excited to see
the marker get installed, and know that I
participated in the process!

Beacon Field Marker Unveiled
August 19, 2009

The unveiling was attended by about a
hundred people including LGSA Board,
members of the Fairfax County History
Commission, of course Franconia Museum
Directors like myself, and most importantly
many descendants of the original founders of

From the Friends of Beacon Field Website:
Friends of Beacon Field Airport joined in
with Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay,
US Congressman Gerry Connolly, and
Harry P. Lehman to dedicate the Historic
Marker at the site GPS coordinates
38º46'12.20"N : 77º4'58.33"W . Master of
Ceremony Supervisor McKay welcomed
everyone to Groveton and introduced
notable personalities in the crowd,
Continued on page 8
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New Fairfax County Historical Markers in
Lee District/Franconia continued ...
By Jim Cox

Congressman Connolly spoke of
the
Importance of airports in the County's history,
how much history is in Fairfax County, and
the importance of preserving this history, and
Harry P. "Butch" Lehman who grew up at City
View on the airport property provided a lively
brief personal history and significance of the
economic impact and pilot training that
Beacon Field brought to the area. Mr. Lehman pointed out that no other airport in the
United States is named Beacon Field.
Left To Righ: Harry Lehman, Congressman Gerry
Connolly and Anna Marie Hicks

Left To Right: Congressman Gerry Connolly, Harry
Lehman and Supervisor Jeff McKay
The three speakers unveiled the marker with the
guidance of Mr. Jack Hiller, Fairfax County History
Commission Marker Committee, Chairman. The
historic marker program started in January 1998
and is the highest level of recognition awarded by
the History Commission. Beacon Field Airport is
the 26th marker approved by the commission.
The distinctive Fairfax County markers display the
colors derived from George Washington's Fairfax
Militia uniform.
The marker was installed the day before (in 95
degrees local temperature) by Paynes Lines and
Signs of Bealeton using a crane truck to erect the
heavy sign onto its post. Marker installation was a
significant task, using 250 pounds of concrete to
secure the stanchion in the ground three feet
deep. The total height of the marker is over 10
feet.

Harry Lehman and Anna Marie Hicks assembled
the marker package for Beacon Field with very
little help from Lee District History Commissioners
Jim Cox and Don Hakenson. Their research was
so detailed and to the point that the request sailed
right through the marker committee, and was
approved by the Commission with virtually no
discussion.
The
Fairfax
County
History
Commission generously funded one-half the cost,
and the only hang-up was where to actually place
the marker. Eventually the maker was placed just
inside the parking lot at one of the entrances from
Memorial Street into the shopping center. I believe
this was an excellent choice because visitors can
easily stop to read the marker information without
impeding the traffic flow. If you are interested in
more information about Beacon Field there is an
excellent website maintained by Harry and Anna
Marie at:
http://www.beaconfieldairport.com/

Editor’s note:
The website shows that Don
Hakenson’s father, Harry Hakenson worked at the
airport. Harry was an airplane mechanic for Capital Airlines so he was probably working part-time
to earn extra income for his large family. According to Don his dad had a private pilots license and
used to actually fly the airplanes he worked on.
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Are You In This Picture?

The Franconia Museum is in the process of identifying the members of the 1952-53 seventh
grade class at Franconia Elementary (pictured above). If you are in the picture, or know some
of those who are, stop by the Museum and help add to our list. The Museum is open Monday,
Wednesday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Or, e-mail Carl Sell (sellcarl@aol.com) with
any information. We'd like to display the picture with most or all of the
names.

Did You Know???

We would love to hear from
you… if you would like to
give us your comments or
send us a word or two, please
contact us by mail or email.

Franconia School
-Stephen Potter- Franconia donated by Thomas
Javins, and in 1863 there was a school built. Family
attended multi-generation. Gladys Keating tried to
save the old building. Union troops may have
attacked Franconia School. Two teachers taught
seven grades.

Page 10

Historic Franconia Legacies—Franconia Museum Inc.

Mike Miller
Marine Corps and Civil War Historian from Franconia
By Jim Cox

J. Michael Miller

J. Michael Miller is Senior Archivist at the Marine
Corps Research Center at the Marine Corps
University, Quantico, Virginia. Formerly a
member of the History and Museums Division, he
earned a bachelor of arts degree from the
University of Alabama in 1978 and a master of
arts degree from Virginia Tech, both in the field of
history. He has authored articles in such
publications as Civil War History, American
History Illustrated, Gettysburg Magazine, and
Civil War Times Illustrated, and has written Even
to Hell Itself: The North Anna River Campaign
(1990) and edited John H. Russell, 1872-1947: A
Register of his Personal Papers (1987). He also
attended Thomas Edison High School, graduating
in 1973. So he is both a historian, and more
importantly a Franconian!
Mike was also featured on PBS’ show
History Detectives during Season 6, Episode 4:
China Marine Jacket. Mile displayed his Marine
Corps expertise to help identify a jacket that
belonged to “China Marine”, these were marines
assigned to duty in China and the Far East before
the outbreak of World War II. Mike was able to
use Marine Corps Muster Rolls for the 1000
marines stationed in China to identify the specific
marine that owned the embroidered jacket.
Mike currently has a featured story on the
Marine Corps Research Center Webpage entitled
From Shanghai to Corregidor, Marines in the
Defense of the Philippines. This is an in-depth
study on the Marine actions during the Japanese
invasion, and includes the Bataan Death March.

Mike is also a Civil War Battlefield Tour Guide. In
fact I found a national park Service website
advertising “J. Michael Miller’s, Walking Tour of
the 1862 Battle of Fredericksburg”, on
Wednesday, December 9th, 2009. Not too late to
sign up! The site describes Mike as follows: “Mike
Miller is the collections archivist for the United
States Marine Corps Library at Quantico, Virginia.
Mike is an experienced tour leader whose clients
regularly include the Commandant of the Marine
Corps and senior officers of the United States
Armed Forces. Mike is the author of the book
“Even to Hell Itself” published by HE Howard
Press. He is also a preservationist of the first order
and was a driving force in the preservation of the
North Anna Battlefield Park”. I have also found
information indicating that Mike also conducts
tours of the Gettysburg and North Anna
Battlefields.
Mike is what I call an “official historian,”
meaning he has the educational qualifications, and
makes his full time living working on historical
pursuits. This is different from myself who I would
have to describe as an “un-official historian” or to
be even more accurate a “history buff.” I can
personally testify that Mike is not a “stuffed shirt
academic”, but is a regular guy. The last time I
saw Mike was at a boxing match at Manassas
Park High School in the 1980’s, I sat with Mike, his
brother George (Edison ’71) and my friend and
fishing partner Craig Lee (Edison ’71). I intend to
send a copy of this newsletter to Mike and invite
him to come back to Franconia to share his history
experiences with our museum friends.
FROM SHANGHAI TO
CORREGIDOR:
Marines In the
Defense Of The
Philippines
Marines In
World War II
Commemorative
Series
By J. Michael Miller
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The First Man to Fire the First Rifle Shot in the Civil War in Virginia
By Don Hakenson

Last summer, while walking alone in the
Presbyterian Cemetery, located on Wilkes Street,
inside the City of Alexandria, I would periodically
stop and read the tombstone inscriptions
identifying some of Alexandria’s earliest settlers.
While perusing the burial monuments I ran
across an obelisk with the inscription of “William
T. Morrill,” engraved on one side of the marker. I
also happened to notice that this young man was
only twenty-three years old when he passed
away on June 11, 1862. Noticing he had died
during the Civil War, I was sure he must have
been killed in one of the early engagements
between the Blue and the Gray.
For some reason I couldn’t get Morrill’s name
out of my mind. The more I thought about him the
more I wanted to learn more about his life and
how he died. Finally, my curiosity got the best of
me, so I got in my car and visited the Alexandria
Library and its Virginia Room. This valuable
facility maintains, collects and preserves all the
early books, manuscripts, genealogical records,
and histories of Virginia, the City of Alexandria,
and the Civil War.
While combing through various books and
records I was pleasantly surprised to discover
that William Morrill had played a small, but long
lost forgotten role in Alexandria’s first combat
engagement with Union forces on Virginia’s soil.
In researching a book about University of
Virginia alumni that were killed during the War
Between the States; other publications about the
Seventeenth Virginia Infantry; and the Union
occupation of Alexandria, I finally found the
information concerning William Morrill that I had
been seeking. Here is his story:
William Todd Morrill, the only son of William
and Mary Morrill, was born in Alexandria, Virginia,
on June 7, 1838. His father died in 1843, leaving
him at a tender age to the guidance of his loving
mother.
He spent most of his boyhood in
Alexandria, and for a short time attended a
boarding-school in Georgetown, in Washington,
DC.

In the fall of 1856 he entered the University of
Virginia, and while there, a great change
occurred in his spiritual life and he determined to
give himself to the Lord.
Morrill took part in various religious activities
in and around the University and had really
changed his character for the better for all
concerned. His mother most certainly welcomed
this life altering change by her son.
Unfortunately, his health became delicate and
his eyes became weak from neuralgia while at
the University. Yet he was able to graduate in
three schools during the two sessions of his
attendance. He left the University in the summer
of 1858.
The following fall he commenced the career
of a teacher in the house of Mr. James William
Mason, of Clarke County, Virginia. While here
he began to study with a view towards entering
the Ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
He taught for two years, but his health did not
improve, and he spent the winter of 1860-61 at
home in Alexandria, hoping that he would be
able to harden his constitution, so that he might
rid himself of his old foe, neuralgia.
When Virginia was preparing for secession
and war, Morrill enlisted on April 17, 1861, as a
private in the Alexandria Riflemen. This
company was composed of some of the most
respected young men in the entire city. Its
captain was Morton Marye, who was afterwards
colonel of the Seventeenth Virginia Infantry, and
lost a leg at the Second Battle of Manassas.

Captain Morton Marye

Continued on Page 12
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The First Man to Fire the First Rifle Shot in the Civil War
In Virginia continued …
By Don Hakenson

When the State of Virginia finally passed the
Ordinance of Secession on May 23, 1861, the
“Riflemen” were selected to perform various
guard and picket duties in and around the city of
Alexandria. On May 24, 1861, at approximately
four o’clock, early in the morning, Private Morrill
was on guard at Cazenove’s wharf (located at
the end of Cameron Street), opposite the point
where the United States steamer Pawnee was
lying at anchor in the Potomac river. It was at
Cazenove’s wharf where Morrill was one of the
first witnesses to observe the advance boats full
of Federal troops approaching the shoreline of
Alexandria, and the State of Virginia. Finally
distinguishing the outline of one of the boats
heading towards shore, Private Morrill issued a
loud challenge, “Who goes there?”
Hearing no response to his call, he repeated
it, but there still was no answer. This finally
persuaded the young infantryman to raise his
rifle to his shoulder, seat the butt of its stock
firmly into the pocket of his shoulder, and fire the
first rifle shot of the war against an enemy foe on
Virginia’s soil, an act almost totally forgotten by
historians.
Morrill’s company retired along with others to
Manassas Junction, where it became Company
A, of the Seventeenth Virginia Infantry. This
company was engaged in combat action on July
18, 1861 at Blackburn’s Ford, and its members,
generally, showed that they were gallant and
courageous men.
At the First Battle of
Manassas, on July 21, 1861 the “Riflemen” were
again under fire.
Following those actions,
Company A spent the fall and winter in camp
training, and in the next spring marched to
Richmond and formed part of Johnston’s army in
the Peninsula. The hardships and privations of
the Alexandrians had been great. During the
winter, while the Seventeenth Virginia was near
Centreville, Fairfax County, a party of six of the
“Riflemen” built a hut. Morrill was one of the six.
Here they had daily family prayer.

to his leadership traits displayed on the outpost
and in the camp. But something else had also
occurred that was extremely significant, and
important to the new color corporal. On October
12, 1861, in the preceding Fall, Morrill had
married Miss Laura Mason, daughter of James
William Mason, Esquire, of Clarke County,
Virginia. Unfortunately, this marriage would be
short lived because of what occurred on the
bloody field of Seven Pines. In the midst of a
terrible enemy fire, Color Corporal Morrill was
severely wounded while charging with his unit’s
battle flag. He received two very serious wounds
on that field, was taken to the rear and was cared
for with tenderness and affection by old
Alexandria friends. He was recuperating at the
home of Mr. & Mrs. William N. McVeigh, residing
in Richmond, but he died from the severe effects
of his injuries on June 11, 1862, a few days after
receiving his wounds.
Color Corporal William Todd Morrill was a
faithful Christian, a dutiful citizen, an affectionate
son and brother, a tender husband, a warm and
generous friend. This was the testimony of all
those who knew him best.
The following tribute is from the gallant Colonel
Morton Marye, who succeeded Colonel
Montgomery D. Corse in command of the
Seventeenth Virginia regiment, when the latter
was promoted to brigadier-general: “William
Morrill was greatly esteemed and beloved by
both officers and men of the regiment, for his
cheerful and conscientious performance of duty,
and courteous and kindly bearing towards all.
Though exceedingly amiable and gentle, he was
proverbially brave.”

Col. Montgomery Corse

On May 1, 1862, in the spring, he had been
promoted to color corporal with the regiment due
Continued on Page 13
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The First Man to Fire the First Rifle Shot
in the Civil War In Virginia continued …
By Don Hakenson

In his official report of the battle of Seven Pines,
in which Morrill received his mortal wound, Colonel
Corse thus complimented his gallantry:--“In the advance into the enemy’s camp, Color
Corporal Morrill was struck down, wounded in three
places, and rose upon his elbow to cheer the men
forward; the colors were caught by Captain
Raymond Fairfax, Company I, and handed to Color
Corporal Diggs, who instantly fell wounded; they
were then taken by Private Harper, Company E,
who retained them until the close of the day.’
“The regiment, at the time Morrill was wounded,
was under a terrible fire of musketry, shell, and
canister, and lost seventy men killed and wounded
in three or four minutes. His heroic behavior in this
trying situation was long afterwards the theme of
conversation with his comrades who had witnessed
it.”
He was originally interred in Richmond, Virginia,
and his remains were later laid to rest in the family
burying ground at the Presbyterian Cemetery, in
Alexandria, where the author came upon his
tombstone.
Let us not forget that Color Corporal William
Todd Morrill, who lost his life for a cause he thought
was just and right, should hereby be forever
remembered as the first man to fire the first rifle
shot against an enemy foe during the Civil War in
Virginia.
If the reader should get a chance to visit the
Presbyterian Cemetery, make sure you visit the
final resting place of this heroic fallen hero. I’m
sure it would be well worth it.

Announcements
Mark Your Calendars

8TH ANNUAL HISTORY DAY and
FRANCONIA REMEMBERS
VOLUME V - Joe Alexander
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2009
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
New Location
Franconia Volunteer
Fire Department
6300 Franconia Road

See Flyer Insert

**BOTH SIDES TOUR II**
New Battlefield Visitors Center
Gettysburg, PA
With A Stop at The World-Famous
Cozy Restaurant in Thurmont, MD
for a Gourmet Breakfast Buffet
Saturday, November 14, 2009
7:45 a.m. with coffee, donuts and
a tour of the Franconia Museum,
located in the Franconia Governmental
Center, 6121 Franconia Road.

Sponsored by the
Franconia Museum
See Flyer Insert
Presbyterian Cemetery - Alexandria, VA
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The Mennonites At Hayfield Farm
A Forgotten Franconia Story
By Jim Cox

Early this spring I came in to do some work at
the Franconia Museum and found a printout of a
web page in my mailbox. The page was from an
Eastern Mennonite University Publication, and
had a small picture of the Hayfield Manor House
off Telegraph Road. I got pretty excited by this
because the museum did not have any pictures
of the Hayfield House. I don’t know who dropped
off the web page in my mailbox, but I want to
thank them, because their contribution resulted in
this story.

The picture was from the 90th Anniversary issue of Crossroads; a publication from Eastern
Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, Virginia,
published in the summer of 2007. The story containing the Hayfield picture was about the Mennonites trying to establish an educational institution in Fairfax County, Virginia. The following is
an excerpt from the article:
Can you imagine Eastern Mennonite University (EMU) nestled in densely populated Fairfax
County, just across the Potomac River from
Washington, D.C.?
The earliest version of EMU was a four-week
Bible institute held in January, 1915. Forty-nine
students, taught by five men, lived and studied in
a 19-room mansion. It was old even in those
days, dating to the late 1700s, but it was a built-to
-last structure, originally home to Georg Washington’s property manager and cousin, Lund
Washington. The property was six miles from
Washington’s home place, Mount Vernon. It was
being offered for purchase on favorable terms by

Christian Garber, who lived in the mansion and
who shared the dream of a Mennonite school.
Garber offered to donate his mansion with 2 ½
acres of land if the board would purchase an
additional 300 acres for $13,000 (in today’s
dollars that would be $268,000) to help free him
from a burdensome mortgage. Hubert R.
Pellman, author of Eastern Mennonite College,
1917-1967: A History, noted that the Garber offer
was good since the mansion alone was valued at
$40,000 to $50,000.
The mansion, known as Hayfield, was big
enough to suit all the school’s purposes – classrooms, offices, and dormitory rooms. The
founders liked the fact that the building was on
hundreds of acres of productive farmland, away
from the corrupting influences of the city.
But the idea got snagged on the age-old
dilemma faced by folks trying to raise money for a
brand-new proposition: The school’s founders
could not sigh a contract to buy the property
without some money in hand from donors, and
donors would not put up money when the viability
of the school and the desirability of the site were
uncertain. At least one key Mennonite felt the site
was too close to the militarism of the nation’s
founding fathers.
One cannot help speculating…If Mennonite
leaders had built what came to be known as
Eastern Mennonite School (EMS) in Northern
Virginia, their $13,000 investment would be worth
mega-millions at today’s real estate prices. In
every financial crisis-and there would have been
many for the school-they could have sold a bit of
land to dig out.
We can speculate today that the face of
the Hayfield community would have differed
greatly today if EMU had successfully established
itself in Franconia. Hayfield Farms, Hayfield
Secondary School, Hayfield Elementary School,
and the other subdivisions on Telegraph Road
would probably not exist. Gravel pit operations
might not have been as extensive in the present
Kingstowne area. The expansion of Camp Humphreys into Fort Belvoir and the annexation of
land by the US Government would certainly have
Continued on Page 15
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The Mennonites At Hayfield Farm continued ….
by Jim Cox

provided some of the “militarism” that Mennonites
were worried about. I am not sure when the Coast
Guard Station was established on Telegraph
Road, just to the north of Hayfield, but it would
have bumped up against the school. One pleasant
thought is that the Hayfield Barn might still be
standing, and full of hay and livestock, even today.
After reading the magazine I found several email addresses for the Crossroads publishing staff
and sent several messages asking about pictures,
and any further information about Hayfield that
EMU had. I quickly got an answer and several
days later received a copy of the Crossroads
Magazine containing the story. I also recieved an
electronic scan of the Hayfield House picture, and
about a dozen photocopied pages from Mr.
Pellman’s history of the school.
These pages contain a much more detailed
description of the Hayfield events which began in
1913. The house itself is described as “it had
beauty and quality of workmanship. The walls
were constructed of brick made in England and,
according to the investigation committee, were as
firm and compact as when they were put in - not a
single crack or crevice to be detected. Woodwork
in the three-story building was of heart pine…and
showed no signs of decay. It was graced on three
sides by porches twelve feet wide. The front lawn
had shrubbery and box-wood, with great trees all
about the premises planted by George
Washington.”
So the house was in great shape as of 1913,
about 150 years after it was built. The land itself
was described as “crops well in corn and such
grasses as timothy and clover, is level with
however slope enough for drainage and the
overcoming of malaria conditions- sub-soil clay
with good lively top soil well adapted to cultivation.
Being so near the waters of the Potomac River
and Chesapeake Bay the winters are mild and the
summers tempered by sea breezes. (Too bad he
did not live here; the summers are tempered by
HUMIDITY! )
The school’s goal was going to equip “students
for Christian service,” courses included “Bible
doctrine, Sunday school work, worship, young
people’s meetings and vocal music.” The students
that enrolled were from Virginia, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Indiana, and Ohio.

“Serious minded, most of the students were of
college age but without a high school education.
The majority of them sacrificed to attend, even
though it was tuition-free and other expenses
were modest enough: board and room $3.00 per
week; heat, books, stationary and laundry
expenses extra.”
One of the students was J. Irvin Lehman, a
later well known evangelist and Bible teacher.
He earned twenty-five dollars selling religious
publications in order to attend. His earnings
“paid his railroad fare both ways from
Chambersburg (PA), his room, textbooks, and
other expenses, and left him with several cents
in change.” Students helped with the upkeep of
the property, the young men played leapfrog, the
students walked the property, and climbed up to
the cupola of the barn to view the countryside.
Three students walked to Mount Vernon,
climbed the back fence and toured the buildings
and grounds without seeing anyone. One of the
instructors made them send a dollar to the
keeper of the shrine with who he was
acquainted. For most of the students this was
their “first experience away from home for study
and because of the impact of the spiritual
atmosphere and teaching.” Most of the students
experienced a “deepening of Christian life and a
strengthening of conservative convictions.’
Eventually, the quest to establish the
school fell apart due to a lack of financial
commitment, and the school was established
next to Harrisonburg, Virginia, in the
Shenandoah Valley. I want to thank Nathan E.
Yoder, Ph.D., University Archivist, Lindsey M.
Roeschley, Project and Video Coordinator, and
Bonnie Price Lofton, Publications Editor, for
kindly providing the information I used to
assemble this story. I have deliberately stayed
strictly to the historical events, what I don’t know
about Mennonites could fill volumes, and what I
do know would not fill up much space. I spent a
week in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania this
summer taking a class at the university, many
Mennonites and Amish live in this area, they
seemed to me to be an industrious and
prosperous group of people.
I would still like to know who provided me
with the webpage that led to this story.
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In Memoriam

LYNNWOOD SHIELDS FITZGERALD, JR.
1953—2009
At age 56, Shields succumbed from a heart attack at his home in Woodbridge, Virginia on August 9,
2009. He was predeceased by his parents, Lynn and Glennis Fitzgerald and his grandparents, Charles
Berry and Clara Fitzgerald, all of Franconia, Virginia.
He is survived by his son, James Robert Fitzgerald of Springfield, Virginia, his daughter, Mary Jean
Brumbaugh of Conway, South Carolina; his brothers, Charles Vernon Fitzgerald of Stafford, Virginia and
David Lauren Fitzgerald of Greenville, North Carolina, and three granddaughters.
He was intered at Mount Comfort Cemetery where a graveside service was held.

MICHAEL A. DEVERS
July 31, 1941 – August 7, 2009
Michael, age 68, lost his courageous battle with cancer at his home in Franconia, Virginia with his
family and loved ones at his side. He is predeceased by his parents, James R. and Jessie Mae Javins
Devers, and a brother, Lester N. Devers.
Michael is survived by his loving wife of 39 years, Beverly Lee Devers; his son, Stuart James Devers;
daughter, Rebecca Marie Jones and her husband, Jay; granddaughter Addison Lee Jones; three brothers
and two sisters.
Michael served in U. S. Army. He served as a volunteer fireman for the Franconia Volunteer Fire
Department Company No. 5. He retired as General Foreman of RF&P Railroad with 31 years of service
until Potomac Yards closed and for Amtrak as an electrician for 11 years, a total of 42 years of service.
A service was held at Cameron Methodist Church. Interment was at Mount Comfort Cemetery.

Memoriam Corrections:
Have a memoriam …
please email it to us at
franconiamuseum@yahoo.comcom

Our Spring Newsletter stated Lynda
Dennis date of death as 2008 and it
should have read 2009.
Also, her father was
Alvin Dennis, Sr. and
not Jr.
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In Memoriam … continued

FLORENCE MAE LYLES HALL
November 8, 1920 – June 16, 2009
Florence, age 88, was a lifetime resident of Franconia. She was the eldest of seven children.
She is survived by her sister, Loretta Williams and brother, Lewis Lyles.
She was predeceased by her husband, Douglas M. Hall, who died on April 29, 2005. They
were married almost 65 years. She is survived by a son William T. (Toma) Hall and his wife,
Cynthia; grand children, William D. Hall and Stephanie Mae Hall; and great-grandson, Marc C.
Genest.
Florence’s 60-acre home place was located on Old Franconia Road east of the RF&P Railroad, and next door to the old Franconia Elementary School. Her dad, Evard (Everett) Lyles,
attended this school, as did Florence some years later. She also attended the new Franconia
School beginning in 1932, and graduated from Mount Vernon High School in 1940.
Florence was a great source of oral history. She could identify pictures and was extremely
interesting. She recalled family names and loved sharing the lore of Franconia. Her dad played
an important roll in the development of the area with his team of mules and plows. He was
contracted to excavate the tiered lawn of the Masonic Temple in Alexandria. During the Great
Depression, he helped build the Mount Vernon Parkway with his scoop (pan) and team of mules
under FDR’s Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) plan which she said sustained the family for a
year.
After Doug and Florence were married, they bought two building lots on Bernard Street,
Franconia, Virginia, in 1943. They built their home in 1947 where they lived out their lives.
Florence, like many Franconians, thought there was no better place to grow up and make their
home
Florence’s family story is featured in Franconia Remembers Volume III. She donated one of
her dad’s plows to the museum. This artifact will be displayed at the annual History Day event on
Saturday, October 24, 2009 at the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department, from 9:00 until 2:00.
She was very supportive, in fact, suggested that memorials be given to the Franconia Museum.

Not on our Newsletter mailing list?
Want to become part of our growing family … contact us at
franconmuseum@yahoo.com to find out how you can become a friend or
Steve Sherman - 703-971-7700 on how to become a business sponsor of the museum.
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Edison High School Memorials
Editor’s note: it was a rough year for the Eagles, we lost
three former Edison Coaches and a member of the
class of 1971. Some obituary information and memories
about Coach Mike Beto, Coach Blaine Morton, Coach
Hoppy Campbell and ‘71 Classmate David Mason is
presented here. David was also a Maple Grove resident
and attended Franconia School.

Coach Mike Beto
Listening to the radio on the way home from work
yesterday, I heard the news about Manny Ramirez and
the comments made about how he sure was pretty
much stupid with what he did. Got home that evening
and somehow thought to myself that "Manny being
Manny" would have had a hard time getting a passing
grade as a freshman in Mr. Beto's shop class.
Somehow his ashtrays would have looked more like
what Bob Marley used before needing an ashtray.
Then was looking at the newspaper this morning
and in the obituary section of the Post it said that Mr.
Michael Beto had passed away on April 28th. He was
76 years old, born in Clarksburg, WV and went to
Salem College on a football scholarship, getting a
Bachelor's Degree in teaching. Served in the U.S. Army
in Korea and received a Master's Degree in
Administration from UVa.
One of eight children, with one brother and one
sister surviving and predeceased in death by one sister
and four brothers; with his wife of almost 50 years still
alive One son, Mark, and two grandchildren also
survive. His son Tony passed away three years ago
(remember seeing that).The sons went to Lee High
School where Mark was a good baseball player and
Tony a very good wrestler, from what I seem to
remember.
May 8, 2009
Pearl Watts '71
Coach Beto was a good man, and one of the
strongest people pound for pound that I have ever
seen. He once jerked a 120lbs from the floor over his
head one day, in the little excuse for a weight room we
used to have. Made us all feel weak! He also used to
take on all comers in arm wrestling in his shop class.
He would tell you to begin, and let him know when you
were ready, then he would slam your knuckles on the
table. I had him as a football coach for 2 years and a
teacher for one, plus I substitute taught for him at Falls
Church High School, after I got out of college. If I
remember right he was part of a regional championship
football team coaching staff while there. Wonder where
some of our other coaches have ended up, like Doug
Greene, Ron Colemen and Bill Fox.
Jim Cox, '71

I fondly remember Beto throwing [name
withheld!] (sort of a smart ass....but aren't we all!!)
across two "work stations" in shop class to "get his
attention" during my freshman year. He told us
the very first day of class that he was "fair but
square" and said "you dig?" which, with those
words and giving Beto's stature (one I now share
in being "portly") got my attention. I'm thinking
[person x] certainly didn't "dig" that day!!!! I used
to run into "Coach" while umpiring Mark's Babe
Ruth and HS games. Mark was a good pitcher and
Beto actually coached Mark's BR team.
Bill Polen, ‘73
I remember as a freshman him driving the
team bus and stopping on Franconia Road (when
you could do such a thing) and sending someone
into a deli to get him a "hoagie." It was the first
time I'd ever heard the word. I thought it was a
cigar. The things that stick with you...
Buzz McClain, ‘73

Edison High School Coaching Staff, Fall 1970,
Coach Morton, kneeling center, Coach Beto,
standing on right.

Coach Blaine Morton
Washington Post- Blaine Edward Morton Sr., of
Springfield, Va., a retired Fairfax County school
administrator, died on Monday (Nov. 10, 2008) in
Fairfax Inova Hospital, of complications following
heart surgery. Mr. Morton was born in
Cumberland, Md., graduated from Allegheny High
School, Fairmont State College and earned his
masters in education from the University of Akron
in Akron, Ohio. An outstanding athlete, he was
honored by being inducted into the Fairmont State
University Athletic Hall of Fame. He served in the
United States Marine Corps after college
graduation, retired as captain and resumed his
passion of sports by teaching and coaching
football in Salem, Ohio, East Liverpool, Ohio, and
Massillon, Ohio. He moved to Fairfax County to
teach and coach football at Edison High School.
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Edison High School Memorials continued ...
.After years of coaching, he was named student
activities director at Edison High School, a position he
held until his retirement. Mr. Morton was very active in
community and youth sports programs, both in
Springfield and Franconia, Va., coaching youth teams
and serving on boards for Little League and Springfield
Youth Club. For many years he served as coordinator
of the Fairfax County Cross County Track Meets at
Burke Lake as well as hosting the Special Olympics at
Edison. Since retirement, Blaine’s love for golf led him
to volunteer at several golf courses until he became a
permanent employee at Fairfax County’s Greendale
Golf Course in Alexandria, Va. Survivors include his
wife, Juanita; and his children, Barbara Lynn Clarke
and her husband, Bruce of Oak Hill, Va.; Blaine Edward
and his wife, Lisa of Centreville, Va.; Bruce Alan and
his wife Barbara of Oak Hill, Va. and Bryan Robert and
his wife Carrie, of Chantilly, Va.; and ten grandchildren,
Katelyn, Kristin, Kelsey, Tyler, Hayley, Katie, Claire,
Michael, Casie and Brynna.
Brought to my attention by Jim Cox from the
Washington Post obits today. Coach Morton passed
away on Monday, November 10. I believe he was either
76 or 77 years old. Leaves behind his wife, four children
and ten grandchildren. Visitation this Thursday,
November 13 at Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home 9902
Braddock Road, Fairfax VA. from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8
p.m. Funeral service on Friday at the same place at 10
a.m. with interment at Fairfax Memorial Park ( I believe
that's right next to the funeral home). In lieu of flowers,
donations to the charity of your choice.
Just saw Coach Morton on October 30th at the
regional cross country championships. Had seen him
the week before at the district meets. A lot had seemed
to have happened since I had seen him the year before
and Coach Carson said he was pretty worried about
"his man".Talked Doug Dugan into going to the regional
meet and seeing Coach Morton since...you never know.
Still comes as a shock, of course.
Pearl Watts '71
Curiosity makes me spend a lot of time on the
Internet, I went to the Allegheny HS, Cumberland MD
and found that Coach Morton played there from 19461949. His teammate was Earl Bruce, future Masillon HS
Ohio Football legend and Ohio State Head Coach.
Evidently Coach Morton had a long association with
him, I found a short reference in a newspaper article
that Bruce coached Salem HS in Ohio for 2 seasons
and was succeeded by Blaine Morton for one season
where he had a 9-1 record. Then Bruce Went to
Masillon HS,

and eventually Coach Morton ended up there as an
assistant. I would like to know the whole story. Could
not find any info on the Fairmont State Site. Coach
Morton came to Edison in the 1969-70 school year, his
second season the team won the Gunston District, and
lost the Regional Championship game to an Ed Henry
coached Marshall team.
Jim Cox,’71

Coach Hoppy Campbell
Washington
PostROBERT
CAMPBELL
"Hop" (Age 61) Died on May 31, 2009 at his home
in Herndon, VA. He was born on July 29, 1947 in
Arlington, VA to the late Robert E. and Lois
Holdren Campbell. Hop graduated from Thomas
Edison High School, Alexandria, VA in 1965, then
went on to received his Bachelors degree from the
University of Richmond in 1969. He worked as a
mortgage banker for over 25 years and was an avid volunteer and coach in the Herndon community.
Hop was the beloved husband of 30 years of Kimberly Campbell; loving and devoted father of Tara
Rose Lussier of Leesburg, VA, Kimberly Brooke
Campbell, Robert Taylor Campbell and Christopher
Colby Campbell, all of Herndon, VA; brother of
Shay Campbell of Raleigh, NC; grandhop to be of
twins, Poet Elizabeth and Robert Lyon. Also survived by many nieces and nephews. The family will
receive friends on Thursday, June 4 from 2 to 4
p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. at Adams-Green Funeral
Home, ( www.adamsgreen.com ), 721 Elden
Street, Herndon, VA. A memorial service will be
held on Friday, June 5, 1 p.m. at Algonkian Conference Center, 47001 Fairway Drive, Sterling, VA
20165. The family suggests that memorial contributions may be made to the Herndon High School
Sports Boosters, c/o Student Activities Office, 700
Bennett Street, Herndon, VA 20170.

Edison Wrestling Coaches, 1970-71, Frank Damico
and Hoppy Campbell. Hoppy was both an Edison
student and coach.

Continued on page 20
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David W. Mason

David W. Mason - 1970 - 1971
Washington Post-David Wayne
Mason, 56, a Fairfax County resident
and self-employed carpenter, died of a
brain hemorrhage Oct. 3 at Inova Fairfax Hospital. Mr. Mason was born in
Alexandria and graduated in 1971 from
Thomas A. Edison High School. Over
the years, he owned and operated a
business, Dave's Contracting. He rehabilitated injured squirrels and other
small animals and donated handmade
birdhouses to local parks. His marriage to Deborah Weeks Mason ended
in divorce. He had a daughter, Marti,
from that marriage.
Survivors include his wife of three
years,
Dr.
Ganchimeg
Choijav
"Chimgee" Mason of Fairfax County;
two stepchildren, Mongolmaa Gurbazar
and Iderjavhlan Gurbazar, both of Mongolia; his mother, Bertha Mason of

Fairfax County; a sister, Brenda Brittain
of Fairfax County; and a brother, J. Perry Mason of Occoquan.
As mentioned at the beginning of the
memorials, David attended Franconia
School. David and I were never close
friends, but David always had a big
smile and friendly greeting when I ran
into him. His death notice does not mention it but he was a Metro bus driver at
one point after high school. Don Hakenson and I shared a table with him at our
20th class reunion (last one we had) in
1991, and had a great
time. I was sorry to see
that he had passed
away.
Jim Cox,’71

Edison Information Online
Kurt Salziger maintains a reunion
website for the class of 1973, but he
also tries to include links to all things
pertaining to Edison High School. His
site’s address is:
http://www.edisonreunion.com/
Default.htm
I recommend checking it out, and if you
have any interesting Edison information
Kurt is always willing to spread the
word.

