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Depending on the age and the ability of the student, I use 
the graphic organizers or just have them

 recreate them
 in 

their notebooks by draw
ing lines or boxes.  



 

We need to teach comprehension explicitly. 
Model a strategy, guide students to practice 
the strategy and then encourage them to 
use the strategy independently.  
 
Just because students are older, it doesn’t 
mean that they know how to use a 
comprehension strategy with the depth and 
difficulty of the text they are reading in the 
grade they are in now.  
 
Important reading comprehension 
strategies include: I.D. main idea/detail, I.D. 
theme, visualizing, summarizing, inferencing, 
making connections to background 
knowledge, drawing conclusions. 

Holding a reading conference. 
1) Students need time with you one on 

one. Research by Hattie indicates a   
effect size for feedback to be .73.  You 
also build relationships with students 
during conferences. Teacher-student 
relationships has an effect size of .72.   

2) You provide supportive feedback to 
students at all levels when you take the 
time to talk with them one on one, and 
it doesn’t have to take very long.  

During a reading conference: 
First:  ask the student about his/her reading. 
How is it going? What they like/dislike. 
Second: do a comprehension check. Ask what 
they are reading currently and what is 
happening in the text, or what the text is 
about. 
Third: do an accuracy and fluency check by 
having the student read a portion of the text. 
Fourth: focus on a teaching point – teach 
comprehension strategies one on one. 
Fifth: encourage student to set a reading goal. 

Many students are not taught reading comprehension at 
the depth they need to be taught. Also, even if the 
strategy is part of their reading repertoire, they may not 
know how to use the strategies to comprehend difficult 
text.  
Reading grade-level text is important for students of all 
ages. They need to work with texts at a variety of levels. 
 

 

Follow Nancy on Twitter for ideas about 
teaching reading and writing. 
@nancyakhavan 
 
Nancy Akhavan is the author of many 
literacy texts for students through 
Corwin, Heinemann, Scholastic and 
Benchmark  

Striving Readers- An At the Reading 
Table book – Akhavan, 2019  



 


