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  On Saturday, September 11, we 

kicked off the 2nd Annual Lester 

Zimmerman Golf Outing with a 

continental breakfast and the sound 

of golf carts spreading out over the 

Foxchase Golf Course in Denver, PA.  

  It was a beautiful day to enjoy a 

fun game of golf with 70 other men 

and women golfers. The golf 

tournament was a fundraiser for the 

Hopewell Network to raise funds for 

the support of Pastor Lester 

Zimmerman, who has taken on a full- 

time role in leading the Network. We 

ended the golf outing 

with lunch and the giving 

out of prizes.  

  A special thanks to the 

sponsors and to Matt 

Kulp, Darlene Blank, Matt 

Kauffman, and the men’s 

ministry at Petra for 

planning the event.    

  We raised $8,008 

for the Network. Looking 

forward to next year!  

By Pastor Lester Zimmerman   

new name along with the new   

vision.  

 

  As time passed, we saw the name 

“Pursuit Church” emerge out of the 

vision “All  People Passionately 

Pursuing God.”  

 

  We are excited for this new    

season of Kingdom vision and   

ministry that God has for us at   

Pursuit Church. We expectantly 

pursue his destiny and purpose for 

us as a church family. 

By Pastor Paul Blank 

  Year after year the Lord has graciously shown up in power and love at the Hopewell Network Summer Camps. We 

offer three different camps: for kids, junior high, and senior high-age students. Throughout the day, the campers take 

part in various activities such as horseback riding, fishing, football, and swimming. But the overwhelming highlight for the 

campers is the chapel before lunch and in the evening. It is during these sacred spaces of time that they meet Jesus as 

they worship, and all three camps are given a heavenly dose of rich, deep, Biblical teachings. Night after night, the 

counselors minister to the campers at the end of chapel, and the Lord faithfully shows up in surprising ways.  

 

  This past year, our theme was “Devoted.” The campers heard teachings on how to dedicate their hearts to God, how to 

find healing from their past, and how to live life fully surrendered to Jesus. God did a powerful work once again. 

Michael “Guerty” Guertin returned as the camp’s pastoral director, and he was joined by a staff that was hungry for the 

holy things of God.  

 

  If you or your children have never experienced camp, either as a counselor or a camper, I highly encourage you to 

consider joining us for one (or more!) of our weeks of camp next summer. You may find that it will change your life 

forever, as it did mine, over 20 years ago. Camp is hard to explain, and better yet experienced.  

By Pastor Gary Buck 

 

 

Brian Coles, Lester Zimmerman, 

Josh Zwickel, and Jesse Martin 

  Immanuel Christian Fellowship was 

planted from Petra Christian     

Fellowship in the early 1990s with 

Ed Sensenig as founding pastor. 

After several years, Ed Sensenig 

felt his time in leadership was done 

and in July of 1995, Paul Blank was 

installed as senior pastor.   

 

  In October of 2018, Rob       

Stoppard joined Paul at ICF as         

executive pastor. As the leadership 

team prayed together in 2019, we 

discerned the Lord directing us   

toward a new vision — “All People 

Passionately Pursuing God.” A 

new vision, mission, and values 

were introduced in January of 

2020. At that time we had a clear 

sense God was going to give us a 

Pursuit Church  



        
  Seasons in nature as well as in our 

lives and churches are constantly 

changing. On June 27, Rockville 

Fellowship stepped into a new 

season and transitioned leadership 

from Pastor Harold Sharp to Pastor 

James Richter.  

 

  Pastor Harold, along with his wife, 

Vonnie, served the Rockville 

congregation for 27 years. It was a 

very meaningful service where 

Hopewell Network Leader Pastor 

Lester Zimmerman led the installation 

and credentialing service. Pastor 

Harold presented a Bible to James 

that was given to the church at its 

inception. He also handed Pastor 

James a shepherd’s staff 

symbolizing the transfer of 

leadership. Several other pastors 

were also present to support this 

transition and participated in the 

laying on of hands as Pastor James 

Rockville Fellowship 

was credentialed and set in as the 

new lead pastor.   

 

  Pastor James and his wife, 

Jennifer, and daughter, Michaela, 

come from Petra Church in New 

Holland, PA.  They also have a son, 

Joel, who lives in Lancaster County.  

 

  After graduating from the 

University of Valley Forge with an 

emphasis in Pastoral Studies, James 

flew to Cologne, Germany, under 

the Assemblies of God and served 

university students for two years. 

Later, James attended computer 

school and began working with 

computer technology in support 

positions which included Sight & 

Sound Theatres.  

 

  After years of service at Petra and 

various mission trips, the Lord 

rekindled the call to enter into 

The Well Church 

ministry. Input from the DOVE/

Hopewell school was instrumental 

in discerning the call.     

  

  James says “Glory to God for 

the rekindling of my call! With a 

grateful heart, I look forward to 

serving Rockville Fellowship as 

their pastor. I also look forward to 

the Lord rekindling the fire here!” 

 

By Pastor Lester Zimmerman 

 

  Matt and Kat Romett both grew 

up in Hopewell Churches. Matt 

attended at Telford and Kathy 

attended at Pottstown. They have 

always been passionate about God 

and helping people connect with 

him.   

 

After they were married in 2000, 

they attended Hillsong Leadership 

College. When they returned, they 

were on staff at Hopewell Telford 

for four years. In 2010, they 

launched a worship community 

called The House Of Levi. They 

have served and ministered in a lot 

of churches. Matt would say in each 

of them he simply did the things he 

saw modeled growing up in a 

Hopewell Church as people 

encountered God.   

 

  The House of Levi is a community 

of musicians. The songs they write 

are raw and unrefined, as they 

seek to break through, with passion, 

right into the heart of the Father. 

They desire to see the manifest 

presence of heaven revealed in 

worship. It’s awesome that churches 

can import a worship culture from 

another church, but there are also 

unique songs that the Lord wants to 

release in every church. Matt and 

Kat model and teach worship 

communities to tap into heaven and 

release these songs in the churches 

they serve. 

 

  In the height of the pandemic, 

Matt and Kat planted The Well 

Church in Souderton, PA. It was 

clear that the Lord wanted to do 

something new in that community. He 

miraculously provided a place to meet 

and funds for a small group of people 

to begin to reach that city.   

 

  The Well is a community of believers 

committed to pursuing and facilitating 

life-changing encounters with Jesus that 

lead to a Godly, mature,            

counter-culture, Spirit-led way of 

living. They have brought passionate 

worship of The House of Levi together 

with a caring community and 

established a church.  

 

  In their new role as lead pastors, they 

knew they needed to connect with some 

more experienced pastors. This led to 

them reconnecting with Pastor Curt and 

Anita Malizzi and eventually bringing 

The Well into the Hopewell 

Network. They are excited to be part 

of the Network to learn, grow, and 

serve.    

 

  For more information about The Well, 

visit dwellatthewell.com. To hear the 

worship songs that Matt and Kat 

create, visit thehouseoflevi.com. 

Africa Association of Bible Schools (Continued) 

    The AABS-Africa head office is in 

Accra, Ghana. JC Ebersole, the 

Executive Director, oversees the 

work from the AABS office in 

Pennsylvania, and through frequent 

overseas trips. He and his wife, Lois, 

are members of Petra Church in 

Pennsylvania, and have two adult 

children. 

 

  AABS provides a theological 

curriculum of 62 courses contained 

in 8 volumes. Our member schools 

testify that these courses are rich in 

content, easy to teach, and 

enjoyable to their students.   

 

  AABS also provides documents 

which assist with the operation of 

the schools. In order to provide 

equipping and networking 

opportunities for its Bible School 

directors, AABS organizes an 

international conference on the 

even-numbered years and 

national conferences in numerous 

countries on the alternate years. 

   

To date, more than 800 Bible 

schools in 16 countries in Africa 

have been resourced through the 

AABS training program. These 

schools are owned and operated 

by the national church leaders 

and are equipping thousands of 

students.   

 

  As God leads, AABS 

anticipates expanding to all 55 

countries of Africa with a 

national director in each country, 

and also to other continents. Our 

vision is “a transformed Africa by 

the power of God’s Word.”  

 

By JC Ebersole, 

AABS Executive Director  

 

   

Africa Association of Bible Schools 

  On July 1, 2021 the Africa 

Association of Bible Schools 

(AABS) joined the Hopewell 

Network of Churches.  

 

  AABS exists to make Biblical 

education available and 

affordable in the local churches 

and communities across Africa 

and beyond. We seek to resource 

local Bible training centers so 

they can effectively train and 

equip their church leaders and 

lay people “on-site” for Kingdom 

work.             (Continued on p. 3) 


