
 

Storying Diary of Experiences in a West 
African Village 
My husband and I, IMB representatives, live in a remote village in a country in West Africa. This 
village is considered the religious center of our Muslim people group. We asked permission of 
the village chiefs to live among the people in order to learn more about them. They knew we 
were missionaries. We were asked if we were going to do evangelism. We asked if that meant 
have a large gathering with singing and drums and show a film. They said that is what they meant. 
We told them we would not do that. They asked if we were going to build a church. We asked if 
they meant by that to build a building. When they replied yes, we said we would not build a 
church building. Permission was given and we were given a house to rent, located among the 
people, which we remodeled using local workers. The people were very excited. If we were 
willing to spend money remodeling a house it meant not only were we investing in the village 
but also we were planning to stay. Our house is small, but we have indoor plumbing, electricity, 
and a telephone. Although we already spoke the local language as well as the official language of 
the country, we learned more about the local dialect and did a worldview study. When we asked 
them to tell us what a Christian was they replied, "I really don't know except they are bad. They 
pray only once a week when they go into a building. They are drunkards and idolaters. You 
cannot trust them." When I asked who Jesus is, one young man said to his friend, "Isn't he that 
guy in the movie?" 

For a year, we simply lived among the people — building relationships, praying for the people in 
Jesus' name. Helping when we could. Never talking about the gospel. Prayerfully seeking the Holy 
Spirit's leadership. Volunteers came and prayer walked with us. We modeled our behavior after 
the local Islamic leaders in that if they would not do something (dance or participate in big 
parties) we would not do that. There is a small group of African Christians from other ethnic 
groups who were meeting together. They all lived in the outsider neighborhood. We do not live 
there but among our people. We met the Christians and explained our purpose to them, which is 
to share God's Word with our people. We felt that by interacting with the Christians we might 
harm our future work, so we told them we had chosen not to fellowship with them. They 
understood and supported us in prayer. 

Our plans are simple. We will live among the people and attempt to show them Christ through 
our lives. We will not discuss the religion of Christianity or talk about "the Christian way." We 
will never discuss Islam, Muhammad, or the Koran or the differences between Christianity and 
Islam. We are here to teach God's Word under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. We have chosen 
to use only the Storying method, to teach the stories of the Bible chronologically and bring out 
the truths the people need to know in order to understand the gospel. 

To read more, download the original document. 
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