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The LORD is my shepherd, 

I shall lack nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures 

He leads me beside quiet waters— 

He restores my soul. 

He guides me in paths of righteousness 

For his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, 

For you are with me; 

Your rod and your staff, 

They comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

In the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

My cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and love 

Will follow me all the days of my life, 

And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.  
Psalm 23  
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they may know the God who made them and who 
loves them and who wants to forgive their sin and 
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Salvation Stories 

For Hindu Women 
 

Worldview Issues: 

When Bible Storying to Hindu women it is always 

helpful to remember significant worldview issues that reflect 

both the deep needs in their hearts as well as the external 

issues which may affect receptivity of the Bible stories, 

personal reflection on the relevance to their lives, and any 

cultural or other spiritual barriers posed by their religion and 

society. There are several major worldview issues that are 

common among Hindu women of the Indian subcontinent 

that can have a major influence on choice of Bible stories for 

evangelizing and even how the stories are crafted for telling.  

Overall it will take great patience with the women as many 

live in such a grip of fear and superstition, or even fear of 

persecution if they forsake their family, village or traditional 

deities. The greatest bridges to the gospel are the void and 

longing that exists in their hearts for acceptance and meaning 

in life as a woman, for personal peace in their hearts, and for 

the family needs to be met. 

 

Major Worldview Issues That Are Barriers: 

Because so many of the rural women are nonliterate they 

live in a purely oral culture. All they know is what they hear, 

see and experience personally. So their world can be quite 

limited and riddled with superstition and folk beliefs. This 

situation also persists in urban areas among the poorer castes 

and those older urban women who are unschooled. These 

societies are communal societies that means that there are 

“no individuals” in the society.  It is important to conform 

rather than to risk isolation and rejection by other women for 

not conforming and participating in cultural expectations. So 

the woman is trapped by her own culture. The woman’s 

family—mainly her husband and her mother-in-law have a 
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major influence upon what she can do or not do. As the elder 

woman in a family she may be in a position of making 

certain decisions, but now she is looked upon by younger 

women to give stability to the community, so again is not 

really that free to make decisions that would isolate her from 

the communal culture and religious practice. Here is a list of 

some typical worldview issues that constitute barriers to the 

gospel for the typical Hindu woman: 

1. She is more than likely nonliterate and depends upon oral 

networking with other women for new information that 

affects her life—so she must hear the Gospel. 

2. She is trapped by her caste into remaining what she is as 

that is her duty (dharma) to fulfill. (Exceptions are found 

among the lower castes who may see Christians as a 

more favorable caste position with certain benefits—

especially among tribals. This is a real barrier for higher 

caste women who see Christians as a much lower caste 

and even unclean.) 

3. She is trapped by her sex as a woman whose duty in life 

is to yield to her husband and meet his needs along with 

the needs of her children. 

4. For most women there is no “tomorrow” for “today” is 

the reality that must somehow be suffered through. This 

poses a barrier when talking about salvation or heaven as 

occurring somewhere out there in the future. The woman 

needs salvation and heaven today—she must see an 

immediate blessing and not one that comes at some far-

off future date. 

5. Fear is an issue that arises out of many sources. One 

major one is a fear of the harmful effects of evil spirits 

that may torment her in her sleep or that she may fear if 

she fails to properly appease one that could afflict harm 

on her children, her cow, or herself. 

6. While she may be fatalistic in some aspects in blind 

acceptance of certain beliefs, the woman is also inclined 
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to seek redress or to make some attempt to change her 

circumstances. This is usually done in some attempt to 

find a deity who will take notice of her need and provide 

whatever is needed to change her family or personal 

circumstances. While the fatalism works against desire to 

change—like to leave her village devatas or village 

deities, her desire to change her family circumstances 

drives her to the temple of a major god to make a 

contribution and seek the god’s help. If, after proper 

worship (puja) is performed there is no resulting answer 

to her petition, then the woman will go to a different 

temple and seek help from another god—shopping until 

she gets her need fulfilled and then becoming a devotee. 

7. Ritual purity—Hindu women live in somewhat of an Old 

Testament culture that magnifies her monthly impurity as 

a woman and upon any lingering effects of that menstrual 

flow which makes her unclean. 

8. Sin is a weak concept in Hinduism as there is no 

accountability to a Creator God as we know Him, but it 

is a reality that is sometimes evidenced by outward acts 

like sending a child to the local temple with a burden of 

sins as the family scapegoat, or by a feeling of personal 

unworthiness when experiencing something like the 

Campus Crusade JESUS Film or the Indian-made DAYA 

SAGAR Jesus Film.  In both of these films it is a mix of 

the mercies that Jesus shows people in his healing and 

deliverance from evil spirits, and in the suffering of Jesus 

and his crucifixion. 

9. The typical woman will have a very narrow theological 

window in that she is either not interested in a lot of 

theological talk or she cannot sort it out—she needs a 

very simple relational gospel that speaks directly to her 

needs. Because of this, the stories used must be as 

“relational” as possible and not filled with a lot of 

doctrinal or theological details. 
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10. All Hindus to some extent see Christianity as a foreign 

Western religion and depending upon other 

circumstances, may see it as imperialistic and exclusive.  

The other end of the spectrum is that they may see 

Christianity and its “gods” as another possibility for help 

and thus simply add these new “gods” to their existing 

pantheon. 

11. If possible, the woman needs to be reached in the 

company of her peers who could support her in her 

decision to follow “the Jesus God.”   

12. The woman may not be free to make a public or at least 

visible (to others) profession of her faith in Christ. Fear 

of persecution like beatings, shaming, or even death may 

hold her back. A quiet, in-the-heart decision may be the 

best initial decision she can make. As she learns to trust 

Jesus and pray in faith and see her prayers answered she 

will more likely be open about her decision. In other 

cases, it is important to reach the husband (or even 

extended family) as well as this reduces the likelihood of 

family persecution. The Family or Person of Peace 

approach may help with this. 

 

Typical worldview issues that are bridges to the gospel 

would be: 

1. Constant longing for inner peace. This peace is related 

to deliverance from fears related to the spirit world, 

peace in family relationships, and quieting of the 

turmoil in her heart about who she is as a person. 

2. Need for acceptance—women who live in communal 

societies find their acceptance from networking with 

other women. In her husband’s family she is a servant, 

with her peers she is a woman. Stories of Jesus’ 

acceptance of women “as they were” have been well 

received. 
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3. The woman is typically curious and her curiosity will 

often lead her to seek spiritual blessing outside of her 

culture and present religion. 

4. Women love stories, especially about other women.  

Also they like stories in which a woman is treated with 

mercy and compassion. 

5. Relational value of Bible stories—the more that a 

woman can relate to a story through common 

circumstances, similar culture, or needs, the more open 

she will be to considering any change that the story 

offers. 

6. The woman may not be that interested in overly 

expositional teaching from a story, but may be very 

open to discussing the circumstances and characters in 

a story and the relationship or implication for her own 

life. Free reaction and discussion may be favorable 

over a rigidly structured post-story lesson.   

7. If the women like the story and understand it, they are 

likely to repeat it to others. 

8. Coupling story time with a prayer time, in which after 

the story intercessory prayer is offered for the women 

and their needs, will strengthen openness to hear more 

stories, to enjoy the community of the story session 

with other women, and to accept the stories as 

important for their lives. 

9. As most Hindu women are really animists at heart, 

power encounters in the stories or in real life are very 

impressive to them. Animists are always seeking 

sources of this power and means to harness it for their 

needs. 

10. Expressed love in the stories is very attractive to 

women who live in societies where there is little love.  

Hindus do not love their gods and their gods do not 

love them. The idea of a God who loves people will be 

new to them and may be difficult to accept initially.  
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Love will need to be expressed through the actions—

God providing for our needs, Jesus healing the sick, 

etc. 

11. Most Hindus know about the concept and practice of 

ritual sacrifice. The typical animal of sacrifice is a 

goat. Though not usually a problem with women, 

mention of sacrificing a cow can be a problem as the 

cow is considered sacred. In stories where sacrifice is 

mentioned the type of animal might not be mentioned.   

 

Pre-Story Teaching Time: 

The value of the pre-story time is to prepare women to 

hear the Bible story. How do you prepare them? First would 

be to stir up their curiosity about the story and what 

happened. This may be a mix of teaser statements about the 

story and of rhetorical questions to sensitize them.  Second 

would be to ask relational questions: Has anything like this 

ever happened to you? Do you know anyone that has had 

something like this happen? Third would be to relate the new 

story to some previously told story in which there is a link.  

Stories that are chained together stand stronger and are less 

likely to be restructured by listeners. And finally, review of a 

previously told story is a great way to let the women hear the 

story again, and if that story serves as background or 

somehow relates to the new story, then it helps to prepare 

their minds for the new story. 

 

Telling the Bible Story: 

For Hindu women who are wary about things “Christian” 

or “Christian preaching” then a well-told story that is told 

from memory rather than from a book may be better 

received. For this the story will need to be prepared for 

telling in a truly oral style, rather then a grammatically-

correct literary style. I have found it personally helpful to 

read and study the Bible story until I know it almost 
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verbatim and then write it out like I would tell it in a truly 

oral style. For oral people the telling form may be as 

important as the story content. A good storytelling form 

includes pauses to give time for reflection and to build 

anticipation. Excessive details like numbers are best either 

simplified or left out. As with other oral communicators we 

have found it generally helpful to limit the number of proper 

names in a story to just the essential ones. Dialog is very 

important to the women. Include as much story dialog as 

possible even though this does complicate the telling of the 

story and makes the story more difficult to remember. Be 

sure the listeners know who is speaking to whom. Character 

relationships in the story are very important—especially 

family relationships. 

 

Post-Story Learning Time: 

The post-story learning time is both your time as the 

storyteller and their time as listeners to process the story.  

You may need to lead this by some guiding questions that 

will provoke or invite response and discussion. Rather than 

trying to review every little detail in the story, it is usually 

best to be sure the listeners understood the beginning 

circumstances in the story, then what happened to change 

those circumstances, and finally the results. Try to get the 

listeners to relate to characters in the story by asking 

questions like:  Do you know anyone like that? What if you 

were so and so, what would you have done? It may be 

helpful to find out what they liked in the story as well as 

what they did not understand or found difficult to 

understand. Don’t offer to “over-explain”. Also don’t ask 

what the women did not like. They may tell you anyway. 

End your story time with a memory verse that 

summarizes the story or relates to it, or a verse that offers 

hope in similar circumstances. Say the verse several times, 

have the women quote the verse with you several times, then 

ask one or several to repeat the verse from memory.   
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Offer to pray for any who have needs. Keep the prayers 

short, meaningful and personal. I usually prayed for their 

spoken need, their forgiveness of sin, and for peace and joy 

in their hearts. Enjoy fellowship time with the women and let 

them ask questions about yourself if they are curious to 

know more. Ask about their children and tell about yours. 

Remember that your blessings and circumstances may be 

difficult for them to grasp, so keep it simple.   

 

Asking For Decisions: 

This requires great sensitivity and wisdom on your part.  

The greatest danger that we have as evangelicals is to ask for 

or expect decisions for Christ from people who are not ready 

to make them. If you have a good relationship with the 

women you are telling the stories to, they may want to 

answer your call for a decision in a way that they believe 

will be pleasing to you, but not necessarily real to them.  

Even when they do make true decisions after considering all 

the issues they will still face stiff opposition from others.  

The stories you leave with the women, the memory verses, 

and your love for them help them to survive as new believers 

after you leave. Try to work out some provision for a 

continued meeting and beginning of worship. Most of the 

women will enjoy singing if your interpreter can help to 

teach them some songs in their language. Even a rereading of 

the stories that you told will help to keep the stories fresh in 

their hearts. Eight or ten stories may not be enough to put all 

their doubts and questions to rest. Do not be surprised, if 

when circumstances again press the women hard, that they 

revert to their traditional means of seeking redress. It may 

take time and some power encounters for them to realize that 

Jesus is more powerful than any spirit and more reliable than 

any traditional god. Hindus typically do not practice a form 

of congregational worship. They worship individually at the 

temples and other holy places, not out of love for their gods 

or out of gratitude for what they have done, but to seek the 
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gods’ help to provide for their needs.   

 

A Final Note: 

While it is said that Hindus worship many gods, in my 

experience I have found it better to ignore this fact and 

instead work to build a strong relationship with Jesus as one 

who loves the woman, who knows her needs, and who in the 

stories is seen to be caring and compassionate, forgiving sin 

and blessing in peace. 

If Jesus, through the stories, can be shown to be trusted 

and powerful and accessible, then the door is opened for the 

woman to let Jesus into her heart to displace all other gods 

and entities she might entreat for her needs.   

The stories need to be highly relational rather than filled 

with many theological details. Though the spiritual truths 

remain in the stories, the relational details of the stories will 

stand out and be the most attractive to the women. They will 

pick up on certain truths that relate most closely to their 

perceived needs. 

It may take several story sessions to build up a trusting 

relationship. Be patient for this to happen. If you have new 

people joining the group each time, take the time to review 

or retell previous stories for their sake.  Or ask one of the 

women to retell a previous story for the benefit of the 

newcomers. Don’t get in a rush to do your thing and exit.  

Don’t worry if a story is fairly short in how you are going “to 

fill the time.” Just prepare the women, tell the story and help 

them to process the story. Go prepared with prayer for each 

woman and for yourself to tell the story well. Do you pray 

with the group before beginning the session? That depends.  

It is probably best not to do it initially when first storying to 

a new group, though you’d certainly want to do it after 

giving an invitation and having their positive response. 

J. O. Terry 

Bible Storying Consultant and Trainer 

biblestorying@sbcglobal.net
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� 1. In The Beginning � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

Introduce yourself and tell the women that you have 

some very important stories they will want to hear. The 

stories have given you great blessing and a special gift. You 

want to share the stories so the women will also have a great 

blessing and share in the special gift.   

The stories come from a very old book that was written 

by holy men a long time ago. The book is special because it 

tells about the God who made this world and who made the 

first man and woman. Sometimes it is helpful to have a copy 

of the Bible before you as there is usually great respect for 

holy books. But sometimes with nonliterates having a book, 

especially an open book before you, is making a statement 

that you are doing something they cannot do.  

 
Bible Base: Genesis 1-3 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

Begin by talking about life—the needs we have and the 

problems we face. Ask the women to discuss or mention 

some of their needs and problems. It is not necessary to 

comment on these, just hear them. What would they say was 

their greatest need in life? What would they change? 

Ask the women how they go about getting their needs 

fulfilled. Who do they turn to with their problems? Who has 

the ability or power to change their circumstances?   

Ask about their ancestors—do they know their oldest 

ancestor? Where did the first woman come from? Do they 

know anything about what happened to her? 

Then tell them here is a story about the first man and 

woman and what happened to them. The God who made 

them provided them with something. Listen to the story and 

find out what God provided for the first husband and wife. 
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Tell the Story: 

In the Beginning 

In the beginning when God made the heavens and the 

earth he also made the first man and woman. God said, I will 

make man in my image, in my likeness, male and female to 

rule over all the fish, birds and animals.  

First God had made the man from the dust of the earth 

and breathed into him the breath of life. God caused the man 

to fall into a deep sleep and from the man’s side God took a 

bone and flesh and made the woman. Then God presented 

the woman to the man. God blessed them and told them to 

have many children and to rule over the earth. When God 

made the man and woman they were both naked but felt no 

shame. 

God had placed the man and woman in a garden filled 

with many kinds of trees. God commanded the man saying: 

“You may eat freely of the fruit from all the trees in the 

garden except from the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil. You must not eat from it or you will die.” 

One day when the man and woman were in the garden 

the serpent who was very beautiful and crafty spoke to the 

woman saying, “Did God say that you must not eat from any 

tree in the garden/” 

The woman replied, “We may eat fruit from the trees in 

the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the 

tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 

touch it, or you will die.’” 

“You will not surely die,” the crafty serpent replied.  

“God knows that when you eat the fruit of that tree your eyes 

will be opened and you will become wise like God, knowing 

good and evil.” 

So when the woman saw that the fruit was beautiful to 

look at and good for food, and also desirable for becoming 

wise, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 

husband who was with her and he ate the fruit. Their eyes 

were opened and they realized their nakedness and were 
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ashamed and afraid. So they made clothing of leaves to hide 

their nakedness. 

Then the man and his wife heard God walking in the 

garden. Because the man and his wife were afraid they hid 

themselves. God called to the man, “Where are you?” 

The man answered, “I heard you and I was afraid 

because I was naked, so I hid.” 

“Who told you that you were naked?” God asked. “Have 

you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 

from?” 

So the man blamed the woman for causing him to 

disobey God. The woman blamed the serpent for deceiving 

her. Then God said to the serpent, “Because of what you 

have done you are now under a curse and will crawl through 

the dust. I will put hostility between you and the woman and 

between her offspring and your offspring.  But an offspring 

of woman will crush your head and you will strike his heel.” 

To the woman God said, “I will greatly increase your 

pains in childbearing and your desire will be for your 

husband who will rule over you.” 

To the man God said, “Because you have listened to your 

wife and eaten from the tree I commanded, ‘You must not 

eat of it,’ now the ground is under a curse. Through painful 

toil you will till the soil to provide your food. The ground 

will produce thorns and thistles. You will work by the sweat 

of your brow until one day you return to the ground from 

which you were taken. For dust you are and to dust you will 

return.” 

The man Adam named his wife Eve which means 

“mother” because she would become the mother of all their 

offspring. Then God made clothing for the man and woman 

from the skins of animals and clothed their nakedness. And 

so because of their disobedience God banished the man and 

his wife from the garden so they could not eat from the tree 

of life and live forever because they were disobedient 

(sinful). 
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Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Talk about the creation of the first man and woman.  

What can we learn about God? 

2. Were the man and his wife ashamed in their nakedness at 

first? 

3. What command did God give the man? 

4. What question did the serpent ask the woman? Was the 

serpent right or wrong? 

5. What did the woman reply? Did she add anything to 

God’s command? 

6. What did the serpent say was God’s reason for 

forbidding that fruit? 

7. Did the woman find the fruit tempting? What did she do? 

8. What did the man do? Then what did the man and 

woman realize? 

9. What did the man and woman do to cover their 

nakedness? Do you think that would be a lasting 

clothing? 

10. When God came to visit, what did the man and woman 

do? 

11. Who did the man say was to blame for his disobedience?  

Who did the woman say was to blame? 

12. What was God’s judgment on the serpent? 

13. What did God say would one day happen to the serpent?  

Who would do it? Could this be a special person? 

14. Was what the woman’s punishment for disobedience? 

15. What happened to the ground because of the man’s 

disobedience? 

16. How did God express his concern for the man and 

woman? What did He do for them? 

17. In taking the skins of animals to provide clothing for the 

man and woman, what happened to the animals? Were 

the animals guilty of any wrongdoing? Were the man and 
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woman guilty of any wrongdoing? Could it be that the 

blood of the innocent is needed to cover the disobedience 

(sins) of the man and woman? 

18. God is a righteous God. His righteousness demands that 

all sin be judged and punished. Could it be possible for 

another to suffer in the place of the sinner, to bear the 

sinner’s guilt and punishment? 

19. When our ancestors disobeyed God, they broke the 

relationship with God by hiding from him. We have 

inherited their sinful nature and we willfully break God’s 

commandments and sin on our own. Our relationship 

with a holy God is broken by our sin. Only God can 

cover that sin and restore the relationship. God had a plan 

to do this. 

 

A Verse To Remember: 
But your iniquities have separated you from your 

God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so 

that he will not hear.  (Isaiah 59:2)   

 

Note:  The story wording and the pre and post-story 

discussion items are provided as resources, suggesting what 

you might tell as the story, and giving some direction for 

preparing the listeners to hear the story and then to digest or 

process the story.   

Not all groups will respond to this much structure. You 

may find that a group you are with responds better to an 

open discussion. You allow them to comment on the story or 

ask questions about it. If so, keep your answers short and 

always refer back to the story, even reviewing it as part of 

the answer. Others may do better with a brief teaching 

commentary that sums up the story and its implication for 

listeners.   

Another option is to use a simple formula to process the 

stories: 

 Who were the characters in the story?  
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What happened in the story? What was the problem or  

situation the story was about? 

What did the characters say or do? 

How did the story end? 

What can we learn from the story? 

What did we not understand about the story? 
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� 2. A Promised Redeemer � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 
We skip over a number of stories that could be used if 

there were opportunity. The main focus is on the coming 

Redeemer who will bless all people. So the story picks up 

with Abraham and Sarah, the birth of Isaac and the 

Substitute Sacrifice, and the promise of One to bless all 

people and restore the broken relationship. 

 

Bible Base:  Genesis 12:1-3; 15:6; 17:19; 18:1-14; 21:1-

3; 22:1-18 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 
Talk about being barren, unable to bear children. Is it 

possible for a woman in her old age to bear a child? In 

judging the serpent in the last story God said that an 

offspring of woman would crush the serpent’s head. Now in 

the story we will hear of the promise of One to come who 

will bless all peoples. Could he be the one to crush the 

serpent’s head? Listen to this story from God’s Word. 

 

Tell the Story: 
A Promised Redeemer 

 

After many years had passed there was a man named 

Abraham who had a wife named Sarah. When Abraham and 

his wife were old God called Abraham to leave his father’s 

home place and family and go to a land that God would 

show him. In that land God promised to bless Abraham, to 

make his name great and give him many descendants. And a 

Descendant of Abraham would one day bless all people.  

Many years passed and Abraham and Sarah still had no son.  

Many times Abraham asked God about a son. Each time God 

assured Abraham that it was so and even told Abraham his 

son’s name would be Isaac, and that God would establish his 
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covenant through Isaac. Abraham believed God and God was 

pleased and counted Abraham righteous. 

One day God sent angels to visit Abraham and Sarah.  

Abraham invited the angels to take rest and eat a meal.  

When they had finished eating one of the angels asked 

Abraham, “Where is Sarah your wife?  I am going to return 

about this time next year and your wife will give birth to a 

son.”   

Sarah was listening at the entrance to her tent. When she 

heard the words of the angel Sarah began to laugh and say to 

herself, “I am now old, past child-bearing age and worn out.  

Will I really have the pleasure of a son?” 

The angel heard Sarah’s words and said, “Why did you 

laugh?  Is anything too difficult for God to do? Then the 

angels departed.  It happened just as the angel had said. For 

at the appointed time Sarah was with child and gave birth to 

a son and named him Isaac. 

When Isaac was a young man God spoke to Abraham 

and said, “Take Isaac your son, the one you love, and go to a 

place I will show you. There you are to offer your son as a 

sacrifice.” For God was testing Abraham. 

Early the next morning Abraham took his son Isaac and 

two servants and cut wood for the sacrifice. Then Abraham 

took some fire and his knife and with the servants set out for 

the place God would show him. On the third day Abraham 

saw the place of sacrifice in the distance. Abraham said to 

his servants, “Stay here. I will take Isaac and go yonder to 

worship and then we will return to you.” Abraham placed the 

wood upon Isaac and continued his journey.   

Along the way Isaac said, “Father, the fire and wood are 

here, but where is the lamb for the sacrifice?” 

Abraham replied, “My son, God himself will provide the 

lamb for the sacrifice.” At the place shown by God,  

Abraham built an altar and placed the wood upon it. Then 

Abraham bound his son Isaac and placed him on the altar 

and was about to kill him. 
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Suddenly an angel speaking for God said, “Abraham! 

Abraham! Do not harm your son. Now I know that you truly 

fear God because you did not withhold your son, your only 

son.” Then Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a 

nearby thicket. Abraham took the ram and offered it as a 

sacrifice to God. 

Then the angel spoke again saying, “Abraham, because 

you have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely 

bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the 

stars in the sky. It will be through your descendant that all 

people on earth will be blessed because you have obeyed 

me.” 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Who was the wife of Abraham? 

2. Did Sarah have any children? Was she still young or 

already old? 

3. What did God promise Abraham? 

4. Did Abraham believe God? 

5. What happened one day to assure Abraham that God 

would keep his promise? 

6. Did Sarah believe this would really happen? 

7. What did the angel say to Sarah about God’s ability to 

fulfill promises? 

8. Was God’s promise fulfilled like the angel said? 

9. After Isaac was a young man what did God tell Abraham 

to do? 

10. Did Abraham obey God? 

11. Do you think that Abraham believed that God would 

save Isaac’s life? What did Abraham say to the servants?  

What did Abraham say to Isaac? 

12. Was Abraham going to fully obey what God asked him 

to do? 

13. Did God really want Abraham to kill his only son? 
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14. Do you think the ram was there by accident or that God 

put him there? 

15. Was God pleased that Abraham fully obeyed God? 

16. What promises did God make to Abraham this time?  

Who do you think that Promised Descendant might be?  

Could this story somehow be connected to the story of 

the Promised Descendant who was going to come? 

17. Would you have been willing to obey God like Abraham 

did? God wanted Abraham to trust him fully. In another 

story you will see how God wants you to trust him and 

receive the special gift that God has provided for you. 

 
A Verse To Remember: 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise…He is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance.  (2 Peter 3:9)  
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� 3. Your God Will� 

Be My God 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 
The story of Ruth is significant because of Ruth’s choice 

to follow Naomi’s God. This hints at the possibility of 

choosing and following a God that was not one of the 

women’s own gods. And the story deals with the fate of two 

widows whom God provides for. The story also has 

agricultural overtones with work in the fields that should be 

relational for the women. The kind actions of Boaz toward 

Ruth while protecting her from abuse, and the birth of a son 

should provide some positive bridging for an affirming story. 

 

Bible Base: Book of Ruth  
 
Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Are any of the women from another part of the country? 

Why did they move from their home people? 

2. Are any of the women widows? What are the needs of a 

widow? 

3. Who do the women think can change a widow’s 

circumstances (situation)? Here is the story of a young 

widow and the choice she made in her life. 

 
Tell the Story: 

Your God Will Be My God 

Naomi and her husband and two sons lived in the land 

that worshiped the true Creator God of Israel. A time came 

when there was a famine in the land so that Naomi’s family 

left that place and traveled to a nearby land where people 

worshiped a false god by burning their children in the fire. 

While living in that land Naomi’s two sons each married 

a local woman. After some time Naomi’s husband died and 

also her two sons died without leaving any children. So there 
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were three widows. Naomi heard that there was now food in 

her land so she prepared to return home. Naomi called the 

two women to her and said, “Return to your mother’s home. 

May God show kindness to you and help you to find another 

husband.” Then Naomi kissed each woman, but they began 

to weep and said, “We will go back with you to your 

people.” But Naomi urged the two women to return to their 

own people. So one of the women kissed Naomi and 

departed. But the other named Ruth instead held on to 

Naomi. 

Again Naomi said, “Look your sister-in-law is going 

back to her people and her gods.”  

But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or turn 

back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I 

will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my 

God. Where you die I will die and there be buried.” So 

Naomi stopped urging Ruth to return to her people. The two 

women then returned to Naomi’s land. They arrived at the 

beginning of the barley harvest.  

Ruth said, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the grain 

that the harvesters drop.” So Ruth went to work in a field 

belonging to an unmarried relative of Naomi’s husband. The 

relative asked about the young woman working in his field. 

The workers told him about Ruth and how she had returned 

with Naomi. The relative said to Ruth, “Don’t go to another 

field. Stay here with my servant girls. I have told the men not 

to touch you.” Ruth bowed before the relative and said, 

“Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice 

me—a foreigner.” 

The relative replied, “I was told what you have done for 

your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how 

you left the land of your mother and father and came to live 

with a people not your own. May you be richly rewarded by 

the God of Israel under whose wings you have come to take 

refuge.” When Ruth returned to Naomi she told what the 

relative had said.  
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When it was threshing time for the barley, Naomi told 

Ruth to bathe and dress nicely and go to the threshing floor 

at night when the men lay down to sleep. She was to lie at 

the feet of the relative and cover herself with the edge of his 

cloak. When the relative awoke he was pleased that Ruth had 

chosen him and not one of the younger men. So the next 

morning the relative went to make arrangement to buy the 

land belonging to Naomi, and as a result to get Ruth as a 

wife. So the relative married Ruth. In time Ruth gave birth to 

a son. Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap and cared 

for him. The women living in that place said, “Naomi has a 

son!” This son was an ancestor of the great King David who 

was ancestor of the mother of the One called Jesus the Son 

of God. Ruth had chosen Naomi’s God who provided her 

another husband and a son.  

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. What did the women like about the story? Has anything 

like this happened to them? 

2. What can they say about Ruth’s choice to return with 

Naomi and for her God to be Ruth’s God.  

3. Do the women think that Naomi’s God was pleased with 

Ruth’s choice? 

4. What happened to Ruth because she chose to follow 

Naomi’s God? 

5. If any of the women were Ruth, would they have chosen 

to do what Ruth did? 

6. What does this story teach us about the God of Israel 

who was Naomi’s God? 

 
A Verse To Remember: 

…Choose for yourselves this day whom you will 

serve…Throw away the foreign gods that are 

among you, and yield your hearts to the LORD, the 

God of Israel. (Joshua: 24: 15, 23) 
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� 4. The Prophets � 

Have Spoken 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

We now move to a transition story that will connect the 

previous Old Testament stories with the stories of Jesus.  

This story continues the theme of prophecies and promises 

that point toward Jesus as the One to crush the serpent’s head 

and to be the Promised Descendant to bless all peoples. A 

quick review of the first two stories could be a helpful 

background for this story with its prophecies. The pre-story 

talk time will center on thinking about promises and keeping 

them. 
 
Bible Base:  Judges 2:6ff; 1 Samuel 8:4-9; 1 Kings 18; 

Isaiah 7:14; 9:7; 11:2; Isaiah 53; Psalm 22:16, 18;  41:9; 

Zechariah 11:12-13; 12:10; Micah 5:2 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Who among the group have made promises? Were you 

always able to keep or fulfill your promises?   

2. What could prevent someone from fulfilling their 

promises? Is it important to keep the promises that you 

make to others? What could be some consequences of 

not keeping promises? 

3. What do you think is the greatest promise someone could 

make to you? If they made such a promise, would you 

expect them to keep it? 

 

Tell the Story: 
The Prophets Have Spoken 

God had promised to bless Abraham and make his 

descendants into a great nation. God did bless Abraham and 

his people and they became a nation. God gave them a land 



 26

to call their own. When the people asked for a king to rule 

over them, God gave the people a king. God also gave the 

people his holy Law so they would know how to live a life 

pleasing to God and continue to receive God’s blessing. But 

there came a time when the faithful leaders died and another 

generation grew up who did not remember God nor what he 

had done for their people. So they fell into disobedience and 

sin. And this led to God’s judgment when God allowed 

enemies to come and invade their land. When the people 

realized their sin and why they were being punished, they 

cried out to God for help to deliver from their enemies. God 

would provide a strong leader to deliver the descendants of 

Abraham from their enemies. But when that leader died the 

people soon fell into sin again. 

During the days of the kings that ruled over the people 

even the kings led the people into sin. The people were led to 

worship foreign gods who were not real gods at all. The 

people also began to do sinful things like their neighboring 

nations did. These were displeasing to God. Even the 

religious leaders became slack in their duties to lead in true 

worship and they, too, fell into sin and led the people astray.  

All of this was very displeasing to God who still loved the 

people very much. 

So God called certain men and sent them to warn the 

people about sin and to call the people back to worship of the 

true God. One prophet was named Elijah. During his days 

the king married a foreign princess who brought her religion 

that worshiped a false god and led the people to disobey 

God’s commandments. Because of this God sent the prophet 

Elijah to pronounce a drought on the land with no rain for 

three and a half years. Because of this the people and even 

the king suffered. Then God sent Elijah to see the king who 

was named Ahab. Elijah said: “You have abandoned God’s 

commands and followed a false god. Now summon the 

people to meet on a nearby mountain and bring also all the 

false prophets.” When the people had assembled on the 

mountain the prophet Elijah said to them: “How long will 
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you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is the true 

God, follow him; but if the god you now worship is the true 

God, then follow him.” 

Then Elijah instructed the false prophets to prepare an 

altar, put wood upon it and the animal for the sacrifice, but 

set no fire to the sacrifice. They were to call on the name of 

their god to send down fire. Elijah said that he would do the 

same and the god who answers by fire—he is the true God.  

So the false prophets built their altar and prepared their 

sacrifice and then began to call upon their god to send fire.  

They called and called, they danced and cut themselves as 

was their custom, but there was no fire. Elijah said to them, 

“Shout louder. Perhaps your god is traveling or sleeping and 

must be awakened.” All day the false prophets continued to 

call but no fire came. 

At last it was time for the evening sacrifice. Elijah 

prepared his sacrifice and then commanded that water be 

brought and poured upon it three times. Then Elijah began to 

call out to his God, the true God: “O Lord answer me so 

these people will know that You alone are God and are 

turning their hearts back to you.” Suddenly fire fell from 

heaven and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, stones of the 

altar and even licked up the water all about the altar. 

When the people saw this they fell on their faces and 

cried: “The LORD, he is God!  The LORD, he is God!” The 

false prophets were put to death and then God sent rain upon 

the land and the drought was ended. In that way God had 

warned the people about the danger of sinning by failing to 

worship the one true God. 

Again and again the people did turn away and fall into 

sin.  God then sent other prophets with a new message of a 

Promised Descendant who was to come. One prophet named 

Isaiah prophesied: “One is coming who will be rejected by 

his own people, a man of sorrows, who is familiar with 

suffering. He will take up our infirmities and carry our 

sorrows.  He will be pierced for our sins; the punishment that 

brings us peace will be upon him. By his wounds we are 
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healed. Like sheep we have wandered astray and God has 

laid upon him the sin of all. He would be falsely accused yet 

would not open his mouth; he wound be put to death among 

criminals and buried among the rich. But God would raise 

him to life again. He would pour out his life unto death, 

bearing the sin of many and making intercession for 

sinners.” 

Other prophecies said that the coming One would be the 

descendant of a king; he would be righteous and rule justly, 

and he would be born of a virgin in the town of Bethlehem 

and called Immanuel which means “God with us.” God’s 

Spirit would rest upon him to anoint him. Still other 

prophecies said that he would be betrayed by a friend who 

shared his bread, sold for thirty pieces of silver, falsely 

accused, his hands and feet and side would be pierced and 

others would gamble for his clothing.   

God was going to fulfill his promise to send One who 

would crush the head of the serpent and who would bless all 

people. God had promised to do this. 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Did God still love the people even when they stopped 

obeying his commands? 

2. What did God send his prophets to do? Was Elijah 

successful? 

3. What new message did God send through his prophets? 

4. Do you believe these promises are about one special 

person? 

5. Do you think God is powerful to keep his promises to the 

people? 

6. What will this Promised Descendant be like? What work 

will he do? What will happen to him? 

7. How do you think he will bless all people? 

8. What gift will God give us through this Promised 

Descendant? 

 29

9. Do you think you would like to have this gift? 

10. Now we will begin the stories about this Promised 

Descendant of Abraham, the One who will crush the 

head of the serpent. 

 

A Verse To Remember: 

We all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has 

turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 

him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 
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� 5. His Name Is Jesus � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

This story begins the stories of Jesus. It is hoped that the 

previous three stories have given sufficient preparation for 

the women to understand that the story of Jesus is in 

fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. This story of the 

birth and the story of the baptism are important because of 

the testimonies given in them—by the angel, the visiting 

wise men, Simeon in the temple, God from Heaven, the 

visible presence of the Holy Spirit, and the testimony of 

John. I used the word “confinement” as it is a common term 

used in India for the time after a mother gives birth. Mary’s 

confinement requirements are spelled out in Leviticus 12. 
 
Bible Base:  Matthew 1:18-25; 2:1-12; Mark 1:7-11; Luke 

1:27-37; 2:1-35; 3:21-22  

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Do you remember who the prophet said would give birth 

to the one called Emmanuel? Review Isaiah 7:14. 

2. Whose Spirit would rest upon the Promised Descendant? 

Review Isaiah 11:2 or 42:1. 

3. Who announced the coming birth of Abraham’s son?  

Did it happen as the messenger said? 

4. Who do you think will announce the coming birth of the 

Promised Descendant? Do you think it will happen like 

the messenger says? 

5. Is it a problem among your people if a young woman is 

found with child before she and her husband come 

together? What if a special messenger came to tell the 

husband it was according to God’s plan? 

6. Here is the story of the Birth of the Promised Descendant 

of Abraham. 
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Tell the Story: 
His Name Is Jesus 

There was a man and his promised wife who were both 

descendants of a great king David who was himself a 

descendant of Abraham. During the days before the husband 

and wife came together an angel appeared to the young 

woman whose name was Mary. The angel said; “Greetings, 

you have found favor with God. You will be with child and 

give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 

He will be called Son of the Most High God. He will rule 

like the great king his ancestor and his kingdom will never 

end.” 

“How can this be since I am a virgin?” Mary asked.  

The angel said, “God will cause this to happen through 

his Holy Spirit, for the holy one to be born will be called the 

Son of God.” 

Now when Joseph the husband found that his wife was 

with child he decided to put her away quietly. But while he 

slept an angel came and spoke to Joseph in a dream saying, 

“Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife because her 

child is conceived of God’s Holy Spirit. She will give birth 

to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” Now all this was to fulfill 

the prophecy that a virgin would conceive and give birth to a 

son who would be called Immanuel—God with us. When 

Joseph awoke he took Mary as his wife and had no union 

with her until after the baby was born. 

In those days a decree was given that all families should 

return to their hometown to register for a census. Since 

Joseph was a descendant of the great king David, he returned 

to David’s town of Bethlehem. While there the time came for 

Mary to deliver her child, her firstborn son. There was no 

room for them in an inn so Mary wrapped her son in cloths 

and laid him in a place where animals are fed. 

In the fields nearby were shepherds keeping watch over 

their flocks of sheep. An angel appeared to the shepherds and 
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said, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy.  

Tonight in the town of David is born the promised Christ of 

God.” Then many angels appeared and praised God saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on 

whom God’s favor rests.” The shepherds went immediately 

to see what the angel told them about. The shepherds found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, and it was just as the angel 

had said. So the shepherds spread the word about what the 

angel told them about this child. 

When the appointed confinement time had passed for 

Mary to offer her sacrifice for her sin and cleansing after 

giving birth, Joseph took Mary and the son Jesus to the 

temple. There an old man named Simeon had been told by 

God’s Spirit that he would not die until he saw the Promised 

Christ. Simeon took the baby in his arms and praised God 

saying, “My eyes have seen your salvation. He is a light for 

revelation to all peoples, and for the glory of his own 

people.” Then Simeon turned to Mary and said, “But a sword 

will pierce your own soul,” meaning that Mary would 

witness something very tragic. 

Some time later wise men came from an eastern country 

seeking the one born a king. They had followed a star in the 

sky that led them to the house where Mary and the child 

were. When they saw the child they presented gifts of gold, 

incense and a sweet ointment used for anointing one who is 

going to die. The men worshiped and then returned to their 

own country. 

When Jesus was about thirty years of age he journeyed to 

the river where a prophet named John was calling the people 

to repent of their sins and be baptized. The prophet John 

said, “I baptize you with water but one is coming who will 

baptize you with God’s Spirit. He is greater than I.” Then 

Jesus came and asked the prophet John to baptize him to 

fulfill all righteousness. When Jesus came up out of the 

water the Spirit of God came to rest upon Jesus as a 

prophecy had said. God’s voice spoke from heaven saying, 

“This is my son, whom I love, I am pleased with him.” Later 
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as Jesus passed that way again, the prophet John cried out in 

a loud voice: “Behold the lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world!” 

The ancient prophets had said that God’s Promised 

Descendant of Abraham would be born of God’s Spirit, 

descended from a king, born of a virgin in Bethlehem. All 

this happened just as God had promised. 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. What messenger came to Mary to tell her she would give 

birth to a son? 

2. What would the son’s name be? 

3. Who would cause the son to be born? 

4. What did the messenger say to Mary’s husband Joseph?  

What would the child of Mary do for his people? 

5. Where were Mary and Joseph when it came time for 

Mary to deliver her child? Where did the prophet say this 

child would be born? 

6. What message did the angel give to the shepherds?   

7. Do you remember the testimony of aged Simeon? What 

did he say about this child? What do you think Simeon 

meant by his words to Mary: “But a sword will pierce 

your own soul”? 

8. After Jesus was baptized, what happened? What did God 

say? What did the prophet say about Jesus? 

9. Did God keep his promise to Abraham? Did God keep 

his promise to Mary and Joseph?  

10. Do you think God would keep his promise to you? 

 

A Verse To Remember: 
…Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town 

of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ 

the Lord.  (Luke 2:10-11)  
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Note:  Normally we couple the baptism of Jesus story with 

that of his testing by Satan to show that Jesus was obedient 

to what God’s Word said, and that he did not sin by doing 

what Satan asked him to do. In longer Bible Storying sets we 

usually have a story about the Creation of the Spirit World 

that introduces Satan and his work of testing people which 

God permits him to do.  

Since many Hindus also worship the naga or cobra the 

first story of Eve’s deception can raise questions since Satan 

spoke through the serpent. Some ask what Satan looked like 

or if the snake were Satan. I’ve had people describe to me 

what evil spirits looked like that they saw with their own 

eyes. One older seminary graduate church leader in Orissa 

told of seeing an evil spirit running alongside the train he 

was riding to Chennai (Madras).   

If the question comes up regarding Satan I have included 

a supplemental story at the end about the Spirit World that 

may be helpful if needed to tell or to give consideration for 

answering questions. If you have any problem with my 

interpretation of the story then you might use a portion of the 

Job story and other references in my story to show the work 

of Satan. 
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� 6. A Drink of Living Water � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

This story is chosen because of several worldview issues.  

First is the caste issue that is generally of interest to people 

who live where caste matters. No higher caste person would 

ever ask for water or drink from the cup of a lower caste 

person.  Second is the issue of water. Water to the Hindu is 

purifying and it represents life. Wells are the major source of 

water and it is usually the woman who must fetch it. Third is 

that this story involves a woman as a principal character and 

as a character that is ironic—a potentially bad person with 

five husbands and yet a person seeking the Messiah and then 

becoming an evangelist for her own people. In this story the 

woman asserts that she already has a traditional religion and 

questions the assertion that the religion (worship) is better 

than her people’s. This story has traditionally been a popular 

story with Hindu women. 
 
Bible Base:  Luke 4:14-30; John 4:4-42 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. What kind of people do you think that Jesus the Son of 

God would choose to talk to? What if the person were 

from a despised caste?  

2. Have you ever been thirsty? Really thirsty? What about 

having a thirsty soul?   

3. Where might you find a drink that really satisfies the soul 

so that you are never thirsty again? 

4. This story is about a woman who came to get water for 

drinking and found living water for her soul. Here is the 

story from God’s Word. 
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Tell the Story: 
A Drink of Living Water 

Jesus had begun his time of ministry. Not long after Jesus 

was baptized he attended a worship hall among his own 

people in his home town. When Jesus was asked to teach he 

took the scroll that had a prophecy about himself. He read: 

“The Spirit of God is on me, because he has anointed me to 

preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners, recovery of sight for the blind, to 

release the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of God’s 

favor.” 

When Jesus finished reading he handed the scroll to the 

attendant and said, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.” All the people spoke well of Jesus and were 

amazed at his gracious words. They even asked if Jesus were 

Joseph the carpenter’s son. Then Jesus said that a prophet is 

not accepted in his own home town and began to tell stories 

how God had helped people who were foreigners and not his 

own people. When those gathered in the worship hall heard 

Jesus’ words they were filled with jealous anger and drove 

Jesus from the hall thinking to kill him.  But Jesus safely 

passed through their midst.  So the prophecy was fulfilled 

that his own people rejected Jesus. 

Some time later after Jesus had gathered some disciples 

to follow him, they were passing through a neighboring 

province where people lived who were considered low caste.  

It was about mid-day and Jesus was tired from the journey 

and sat down by a certain well to rest. Soon a local woman 

came to draw water from the well. When she came near 

Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 

The woman was surprised and replied, “You are not one 

of us.  How can you ask me for a drink? Your people do not 

associate with us.” 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and 

who is asking you for a drink, you would have asked him 

and he would have given you living water.” 
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“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw water 

and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?  

Are you greater than our ancestor who dug this well and 

drank from it himself as did his sons and flocks?” 

Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 

thirsty again. But whoever drinks the water I give them will 

never thirst. Indeed, the water I give will become a spring of 

living water bubbling up within to eternal life.” 

The woman was very interested and said, “Please give 

me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” 

Jesus told the woman, “Go call your husband and come 

back.” 

“I have no husband,” the woman replied. 

“You have answered right,” Jesus said. “The fact is, you 

have had five husbands and the man you live with now is not 

your husband.” 

“Sir, I can see that you are a prophet,” the woman said.  

“Our fathers worshiped on this mountain but your people 

insist the place of worship is among your people.” 

Then Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is 

coming when you will worship God the Father neither on 

this mountain nor among my people. For God is spirit, and a 

time is coming when true worshipers will worship God the 

Father in spirit and in truth.” 

The woman said, “I know that God’s Christ is coming.  

When he comes he will explain everything to us.” 

Jesus declared, “I am the Christ who speaks to you.” 

The woman left her water jar and rope and ran to tell her 

people saying, “Can this man be the Christ, the Promised 

One?” The town people came and invited Jesus to remain 

with them and teach them. Many of the people in that town 

believed that Jesus was the Christ because of the woman’s 

testimony.  Because of Jesus’ teaching many more people 

believed in him.   

Then the town people said to the woman, “We no longer 

believe just because of what you said. Now we have heard 
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for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior 

of the world.” 

At another time during a feast Jesus stood and declared 

in a loud voice: “If a person is thirsty, let them come to me 

and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 

streams of living water will flow from within.” (John 7:37-

38) Jesus was speaking about the Holy Spirit who brought 

salvation to a person’s heart. 

 
Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Do you remember in the story about the prophets that the 

Promised Descendant would be rejected by his own 

people? 

2. Now Jesus is carrying a message about living water to a 

people who were also rejected. 

3. What did Jesus ask of the woman? What did she reply 

when he spoke to her? 

4. What did Jesus tell the woman he could give her? Did the 

woman want some of the living water? 

5. What do you think living water is? Jesus said that living 

water would bubble up to eternal life. Do you know what 

eternal life is? Would you like to know more about 

eternal life? 

6. Why do you think Jesus asked the woman to go call her 

husband and come back? Did Jesus know the woman had 

no husband and was living with a man not her husband? 

7. Which is more important—worshiping God in a certain 

place or worshiping God in truth and spirit? 

8. What do you think it might mean to worship God in truth 

and spirit? 

9. Was the woman expecting someone like Jesus to come?  

Do you think she was surprised when Jesus told her who 

he was? (You may need to explain about the term 

“Christ”) 
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10. Do you think the woman really believed that Jesus was 

the Promised Descendant, the Anointed One who was to 

come? 

11. Did her people also believe that Jesus was the Promised 

Descendant or Savior? 

12. Do the listeners know what salvation is? This may need 

to be explored as practical salvation in Hinduism is a 

release from suffering and endless rebirths. Hinduism 

does have some concept of a rebirth but it is not the 

second birth Christians believe in. 

13. Now that you’ve heard this story, what do you believe 

about Jesus? 

14. In the coming stories we will hear more about Jesus and 

the work that God sent him to do. 

 

A Verse To Remember: 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what 

was lost (Luke 19:10). 
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� 7. Your Sins Are Forgiven � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

This is a very powerful story because of the symbolism 

in the woman’s act of extreme worship and in Jesus’ 

kindness toward her, even complimenting her over his host.  

Also the story is powerful because at the end Jesus forgives 

the woman’s sin (whatever she was known to be guilty of) 

and blesses her with his tender “Go in peace.” In the 

previous story the woman chanced upon Jesus. In this story 

the woman knew that Jesus was present and sought him out 

and, unmindful of the other guests, performed her touching 

act of worship (puja). You may need to explain about the 

posture of reclining for eating so that the woman could gain 

access to the feet of Jesus. The normal posture among rural 

Hindus would be squatting or sitting on the floor cross-

legged to eat, though many now sit on chairs or beds to eat 

from small tables. 
 
Bible Base:  Luke 7:36-50 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. If Jesus came to your village would you invite him to 

come and eat a meal? 

2. Why would you want Jesus to come to your house? 

3. Who else would you invited to share in the meal? 

4. What if someone came who was not invited, or who had 

a bad reputation? What would you do? What do you 

think Jesus might do? 

 

Tell the Story: 
Your Sins Are Forgiven 

A man named Simon, one of those who considered 

themselves righteous before God, had invited Jesus to eat at 
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his home.  So Jesus went to Simon’s house and reclined with 

the other guests around the table. When a woman who had 

lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating 

at this man’s house, she came to the house and went to Jesus.  

The woman had brought with her a jar of perfume. She came 

and stood behind Jesus, at his feet, weeping so that she began 

to wet Jesus’ feet with her tears. Then the woman wiped 

Jesus’ feet with her hair, kissed Jesus’ feet and poured her 

perfume on his feet. 

When Simon who had invited Jesus saw what was 

happening, he said to himself, “If Jesus were really a prophet 

he would know who is touching him and what kind of 

woman she is—she is a sinner!” 

Jesus knew what the man was thinking and said to him, 

“Simon, I have something to say to you.” 

Simon was pleased that Jesus was speaking to him. “Tell 

me, teacher,’ Simon said. 

So Jesus told this story. “There were two men who owed 

money to a certain moneylender. One man owed a large sum 

of money and the other only a small sum of money. When it 

came time to repay the money, neither man had the money to 

repay their debt. So the money lender cancelled the debts of 

both men. Now, Simon, which of the two men will love the 

money lender more?” 

Simon replied, “I suppose the man who had the bigger 

debt cancelled.” 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus said. Then Jesus 

turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see 

this woman? I came into your house and you did not give me 

any water to wash my feet. But this woman has wet my feet 

with her tears and wiped my feet with her hair. When I came 

into your house you did not give me a kiss of greeting as our 

custom. But this woman has not stopped kissing my feet.  

When I came into your house you did not anoint my head 

with fragrant oil. This woman has poured perfume on my 

feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
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forgiven—for she has loved much.  But he who has been 

forgiven little loves little.” 

Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who 

is this who even forgives sins?” 

Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you, go 

in peace.” 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Talk about what the guests who were eating may have 

thought about the woman who came into Simon’s house 

uninvited. 

2. Do the listeners think that Jesus was surprised, ashamed, 

or angry by what the women did at his feet? 

3. What was Simon thinking about the woman? What was 

Simon thinking about Jesus? 

4. Did Jesus know what Simon was thinking? 

5. Like in the story that Jesus told, if someone cancelled 

your debt, how would you feel toward that person? 

6. Did Simon understand Jesus’ story? 

7. What three things did Jesus say that Simon failed to do 

for Jesus as a guest? 

8. What three things did the woman do for Jesus to express 

her love? 

9. Did Jesus know this woman was a sinful woman? What 

did Jesus say about her sin? 

10. What did the other guests think when Jesus forgave the 

woman’s sin? 

11. What blessing did Jesus give the woman? What did Jesus 

say about the woman’s faith? 

12. Do you think the woman’s sin was forgiven? Could Jesus 

do that? 

13. Could Jesus forgive your sin? Do you believe that he 

wants to forgive your sin? 
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14. How do you think you can express your love for Jesus 

today? 

15. Do you know what Jesus did for you because of your 

sin?  Soon you will find out. 

 
A Verse To Remember: 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves 

and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 

is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:8-9)   
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� 8. The Living Bread � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

In this part of the world it is an honor to be asked to eat 

with someone or to share their food. The story of Feeding of 

the Multitude is generally a popular story and one that is 

frequently retold. In contrast the story of the Refused 

Banquet Invitation (Luke 14:15ff) implies a great dishonor 

and shame because the invitation to a wonderful meal was 

refused. Also implied here in the Feeding the Multitude story 

is that of being filled, eating until all hunger is satisfied and 

food is even left over. 

Just as Jesus is the source of the living water, Jesus here 

presents himself as the living bread that satisfies hunger.  

This is a concrete analogy that relates well to spiritual 

hunger. And again it portrays Jesus as one having power 

over nature to provide for our physical needs and the concern 

to do so. 
 
Bible Base:  John 6:1-15, 26-29, 35, 40-44, 47-51 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Have you ever been really hungry? Were you able to find 

food? 

2. Has there been a time when you had only a little food for 

your family? How could you feed the whole family with 

little? 

3. Who made this world and caused the plants to grow and 

produce the food we eat? 

4. Who do you think could take little food and make much 

food to feed many? 

5. Have you ever been hungry in your heart? Hungry to 

have your soul satisfied? 
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6. Here is a story about someone who could feed hungry 

people and satisfy hungry hearts. 

 

Tell the Story: 
The Living Bread 

One day a large crowd of people had followed Jesus 

because they saw how Jesus had healed sick and crippled 

people. Jesus went up on the hillside and sat down with the 

men he called his disciples. When Jesus saw the great crowd 

of people who had gathered he said to one of the disciples 

named Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to 

eat?” Now Jesus only asked this to test Philip, for Jesus 

already had in mind what he was about to do. 

Philip answered Jesus, “It would take eight month’s 

wages to buy enough bread for each person to have only one 

bite to eat!” 

Another of Jesus’ disciples named Andrew spoke up, 

“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves of bread and two 

small fish. But how far will this little food go among so 

many?” 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Have the people to sit down.”  

For there was plenty of green grass in that place. Gathered 

there were about five thousand men plus the women and 

children. Jesus took the loaves of bread and gave thanks to 

God; then Jesus broke the loaves and gave them to the 

disciples to give to the people. Those who were seated took 

as much bread as they wanted. Jesus did the same thing with 

the two small fish. 

When the people had finished eating and all had enough 

to eat until they were satisfied, Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Gather the pieces that remain. Let nothing be wasted.” 

So the disciples gathered the broken pieces and filled 

twelve baskets with pieces of bread that remained. 

After the people saw this miraculous sign that Jesus did 

they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come 

into the world.”  Jesus knew that the people wanted to come 
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and make him their king by force. So Jesus slipped away into 

the hills. 

When the people found Jesus later he said to them, “You 

are looking for me because I fed you. Do not work for food 

that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the 

Son of Man will give you.” 

“What works does God require us to do?” the people 

asked. 

Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in 

the one God has sent.” Then Jesus began to teach the people 

saying, “The bread of God is he who comes down from 

heaven and gives life to the world. I am the bread of life.  

Anyone who comes to me will never go hungry, and anyone 

who believes in me will never be thirsty…I am the bread that 

came down from heaven. My Father’s will is that everyone 

who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal 

life. And I will raise that person up at the last day.” 

When the people heard these words they began to 

grumble among themselves saying, “Isn’t he Jesus the son of 

Joseph, whose father and mother we know?  How can he say, 

‘I came down from heaven?’” 

“Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus said. “No one 

can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them.  

I am the bread of life. I am the living bread that came down 

from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever.” 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Why were the people following Jesus? 

2. Did Jesus know the people were hungry? 

3. Did Jesus know what he was going to do about the 

people’s hunger? 

4. If you had been that little boy with the bread and fish 

would you give it to Jesus?   

5. What did Jesus do with the bread and then the fish? 
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6. Did everyone have enough to eat? How much remained  

to be picked up? 

7. What did the people want to do with Jesus? Did Jesus 

think this was a good thing to do? 

8. When Jesus said “Do not work for food that spoils, but 

food that endures to eternal life,” what do you think Jesus 

meant by these words? 

9. Who did Jesus say he was? Where did Jesus come from? 

10. Think about this: When God made the world he provided 

food for people to eat. Do you think that God knew we 

would get hungry in our souls, too? 

11. In what way do you think Jesus could feed us as the 

living bread? 

12. What did Jesus say was God’s will for everyone? 

13. Did the people understand what Jesus was talking about? 

14. Do you understand what Jesus was talking about? 

15. Are you hungry for the living bread that came down from 

heaven? Do you think he can satisfy your hungry soul? 

16. Would you like to eat of living bread and so live forever? 

 

A Verse To Remember: 

For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to 

the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life… 

(John 6:40) 
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� 9. Made Clean Again � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

The story of the woman with the issue of blood should 

resonate with Hindu women over the issue of impurity and 

uncleanness. Read Leviticus 15:19-30. This woman was a 

living “dead” woman who could not cook food for a man to 

eat, could enter the synagogue or temple to worship, any 

place she sat or slept had to be purified, and anyone she 

touched (especially a holy person) would be polluted by her.  

This was probably the cause of her fear in knowing that she 

had not only touched people in the crowd who were now 

made unclean, but she had polluted Jesus the teacher. To the 

woman’s credit she, like the sinful woman who wept at the 

feet of Jesus, came seeking Jesus, believing that only 

touching his clothing could heal her body and change her 

circumstances—literally giving her new life. 

The second story touches on a fear that many have about 

being crippled or possessed by evil spirits. It reminds them 

that Jesus is able to set them free and wants to do so. Jesus 

saw the woman and called her to himself for healing. 
 
Bible Base:  Mark 5:24-34; Luke 13:10-17 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. What are some things that make a person unclean? 

2. What if an unclean person touches something or another 

person? Is that thing or person made unclean also? 

3. Is it possible for an unclean person to be made clean 

again? 

4. Do you know someone who is unclean and needs to be 

made clean again? 
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Tell the Story: 
Made Clean Again 

Another time a very large crowd of people had gathered 

around Jesus. The crowd pressed around Jesus as he walked.  

A woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for 

twelve long years. She had suffered a great deal under the 

care of many doctors, and had spent all her money. But 

instead of getting better, she had only grown worse. When 

she heard about Jesus, the woman came up behind Jesus in 

the crowd and touched Jesus’ cloak for she thought, “If only 

I touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 

Immediately the woman’s bleeding stopped and she felt 

in her body that she was freed from her suffering. 

At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him.  

He turned around in the crowd and asked the people, “Who 

touched my clothes?” 

Jesus’ disciples answered, “How can you ask, ‘Who 

touched me?’ Don’t you see the people crowding against 

you?” 

But Jesus kept looking around to see who had touched 

him. Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 

came and fell at Jesus’ feet. She was trembling with fear and 

told him the whole truth. Jesus said to the woman, 

“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be 

freed from your suffering.” 

On a certain holy day Jesus was teaching in a worship 

hall. A woman was there who had been crippled by an evil 

spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not 

straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called her to 

come to him and said, “Woman, you are set free from your 

infirmity.” Then Jesus put his hands on the woman and 

immediately she straightened up and praised God. 

The worship leader was indignant that Jesus had done 

this on a holy day and said that the woman should be healed 

on another day, not on a holy day. 
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Jesus angrily denounced the leader and said, “Should not 

this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept 

bound for eighteen long years, be set free on a holy day from 

what bound her?” The people were delighted with all the 

wonderful things Jesus was doing. 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. What was the woman’s sickness? Why do you think she 

same looking for Jesus? 

2. What did the woman believe could happen if only she 

could touch Jesus? 

3. Did it happen just like she believed? 

4. Did Jesus know someone had touched him? What did 

Jesus say went out from him? 

5. Why do you think the woman tried to hide? What would 

the people think that she had touched? 

6. Do you think that Jesus was pleased that the woman told 

him all about herself and her sickness? 

7. What did Jesus say to the woman? What do you think it 

means, “Your faith has healed you?” 

8. In the next story about the crippled woman, do you think 

she had any hope of being healed? 

9. What had crippled this woman for a long time? 

10. Did Jesus have power (authority) to free her from the evil 

spirit that crippled her? 

11. Do you think that Jesus was concerned about what day it 

was when he healed the woman? Was Jesus more 

concerned about following tradition or helping the 

woman? 

12. Were the people pleased with what Jesus did for the 

woman? 

13. Does Jesus need to free you from something that cripples 

you? Did you know that Satan cripples us by tempting us 

to sin?   
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14. The things that Jesus does, do they show us that he loves 

us?  Does he love you? 

 
A Verse To Remember: 

Come unto me all you who are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28)   
 

 

Note:  You’ve probably noticed that I’ve taken some 

liberty in making certain changes in stories. I have 

deliberately used terms like worship hall as this would be 

familiar with Hindus. Temple could have been used as well 

but this usually implies a place where a deity is housed and a 

priest officiates for worship of the deity. I felt that worship 

hall was a more neutral worship place.   

I’ve tried to be as consistent at possible in using only one 

name for God. Actually, it may be best to use the name Lord 

but to add Jehovah as in Lord Jehovah to specify which 

Lord. 

Also I have tried to keep the number of proper names to 

a minimum in each story as these are meaningless to the 

listener unless identified. If the name is not central to the 

story, I have chosen not to use it. I did use Bethlehem as it 

related to prophecy and the birthplace of Jesus and why 

Joseph went there. 

With truly oral listeners it is always helpful to replace 

pronouns used in identifying speakers with the proper nouns.  

And if there is any doubt about who the antecedent for a 

pronoun is, it is always better to insert the proper noun.   

Maintaining story structure and especially repeating 

phrases in stories are helpful for oral peoples to organize and 

remember the stories. 
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� Jesus the Lord � 

Of Peace  

 

For the Bible Storyer: 
To deal with peace I am including several stories related 

to release from evil spirits and the calming of the storm on 

the lake. During a four-year radio ministry many letters came 

telling of listeners’ desire to find true lasting peace in their 

hearts. They told of fear of evil spirits, domestic and 

community turmoil, as well as religious disturbances, and 

violence. To provide a perspective I am including a group of 

six stories featuring Jesus as providing peace to those who 

suffered or were fearful. The storyer might select only the 

stories most appropriate for her women listeners. 

 
Bible Base: Matthew 15:21-28 

   
Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. What things cause a mother to lose her peace? Could it 

be the welfare of a child? 

2. Who can a mother turn to obtain peace for her child and 

herself? Here is the story of a mother who sought that 

peace. 

 
Tell the Story: 

A Woman Seeks Peace for Her Daughter 

Jesus traveled to a certain place for rest. A woman from 

that place came to Jesus crying out, “Lord, Son of David, 

have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from  

possession by an evil spirit.” 

Jesus did not answer a word. So Jesus’ disciples came to 

him and urged, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out 

after us.” 

Jesus replied, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
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The woman came and knelt before Jesus. “Lord, help 

me!” she said. 

Jesus replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread 

and toss it to their dogs.” 

“Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their master’s table,” the woman answered. 

Then Jesus said, “Woman, you have great faith! Your 

request is granted for your daughter.” The woman’s daughter 

was healed from the evil spirit that very hour. 

 
Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Why did the woman come to Jesus? What had disturbed 

her peace? Did she think Jesus could help her? 

2. When Jesus tested the woman, did she give up and go 

away? Or did she have faith in Jesus to help her? 

3. When Jesus answered her request, did the woman and 

daughter receive their peace again? 

 

A Verse To Remember: 

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for 

you. (1 Peter 5:7) 

***** 

Bible Base: Mark 1:21-28 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Do the woman know anyone possessed by an evil spirit? 

What were they like—peaceful or disturbed? How? 

2. This story happened at a worship hall when the evil spirit 

saw Jesus teaching. The evil spirit disturbed everyone 

present by his shouting. Here is the story. 

Tell the Story: 
An Evil Spirit-Possessed Man Receives Peace 

Jesus had entered into a city and on the holy worship 

day, Jesus went to the worship hall and began to teach. The 
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people were amazed at Jesus’ teaching because he taught 

with authority and not like their religious teachers. 

Just then a man in the worship hall who was possessed 

by an evil spirit cried out in a loud voice, “What do you want 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

know who you are—the holy One of God!” 

Jesus spoke sternly to the evil spirit, “Be Quiet! Come 

out of him!” The evil spirit threw the man down, shook the 

man violently, and came out with a loud shriek without 

injuring the man.  

The people were all so amazed that they asked each 

other, “Who is this? Is this a new teaching with authority? 

He gives orders to evil spirits and the spirits obey him.” So 

news about Jesus spread quickly over the whole region. 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Did the evil spirit in the man recognize Jesus? 

2. What was the evil spirit afraid Jesus might do? 

3. What did Jesus tell the evil spirit? Did the evil spirit obey 

Jesus? 

4. After the evil spirit left the man, do listeners think that 

the man again had peace in his life? 

 

A Verse To Remember: 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 

(Matthew 28:18) 

***** 

Bible Base: Mark 5:1-29 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Imagine a wild man, possessed by many evil spirits. 

Could Jesus help this man to restore his peace? 

2. What do the women think a person would do after being 

freed from many evil spirits? 
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Tell the Story: 

An Evil Spirit-Possessed Wild Man Given Peace 

Jesus and his disciples crossed the lake to a region on the 

other side. When Jesus stepped out of the boat, a man with 

an evil spirit came running to meet him. The man wore no 

clothes, and for a long time had not lived in a house, but 

lived among the graves. Because of the evil spirit the man 

was very strong and no one could capture him to bind him 

with a chain. Night and day the man ran among the graves 

crying out and cutting g himself with sharp stones. 

When the man saw Jesus he ran and fell on his knees 

before Jesus. The man shouted at the top of his voice, “What 

do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 

Swear to God that you won’t torture me!” 

Jesus said to the evil spirit in the man, “Come out of the 

man, you evil spirit! What is your name?” 

The evil spirit replied that his name meant “many” 

because there were many evil spirits in the man. The evil 

spirits begged Jesus again and again not to send them away. 

Instead the evil spirits begged Jesus, “Send us into the pigs; 

allow us to go into them.” A large herd of pigs was feeding 

nearby. 

Jesus gave the evil spirits permission to come out of the 

man and enter into the pigs. When this happened, the herd of 

pigs rushed down the hillside into the water and drowned. 

The shepherds ran to tell the pig owners what happened. 

When the pig owners came to Jesus, they saw the man who 

had been possessed by many evil spirits sitting there, now 

wearing clothes, peaceful and in his right mind. When the 

people told the pig owners what had happened to the evil 

spirit-possessed man and the pigs, the pig owners begged 

Jesus to leave their place. 

As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been 

possessed by the evil spirits begged to go with Jesus. But 

Jesus did not allow him. Instead Jesus said, “Go home to 

your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for 
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you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So the man went 

away and began to tell people how much Jesus had done for 

him. All the people who heard his story were amazed. 

 

Open the Women’s Hearts: 

1. What had the evil spirits caused the man to do? What do 

the women think his life was like running naked, cutting 

himself, and sleeping among the graves? Was there any 

peace in his life? 

2. What was causing the man to have no peace?  

3. What happened when Jesus gave the evil spirits 

permission to come out of the man? What happened to 

the pigs when the evil spirits entered them? 

4. What did Jesus tell the man to do? What did the man 

begin doing? Are the women amazed at the man’s story? 

 
A Verse to Remember: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 

not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled amd do not be afraid.” (John 

14:27) 

***** 

Bible Base: Mark 9:14-27 
 
Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. What concerns do the women have for their children? Do 

any have children that are disturbed or troubled without 

peace in their lives? How about the mothers? 

2. Who can we turn to when we need peace? Who are some 

of the people they may have turned to seeking peace? 

Did they find peace?  

3. How do we feel if no one seems able to help us? 
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Tell the Story: 
An Anxious Father and A Disturbed Son 

Jesus joined his disciples where a large crowd had 

gathered and religious teachers were arguing with the 

disciples. As soon as the people saw Jesus, they ran to greet 

him. Jesus asked the people, “What are you arguing about?” 

A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought my 

son to you. An evil spirit that has robbed him of his speech 

possesses him. Whenever the spirit seizes him, it throws him 

to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and 

his body becomes stiff. I asked your disciples to drive out the 

evil spirit, but they could not. 

Jesus said, “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I 

put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 

So the people brought the boy to Jesus. When the evil 

spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a 

convulsion. The boy fell to the ground, shaking and rolled 

around, foaming at the mouth. 

Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like 

this?” 

The boy’s father replied, “From childhood. The evil 

spirit has often thrown the boy into fire or water to kill him. 

If you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 

“You asked, if I can?” Jesus said. “Everything is possible 

for him who believes.” 

Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe, 

help me overcome my unbelief!” 

When Jesus saw that a crowd was gathering, he rebuked 

the evil spirit. “You deaf and dumb spirit. I command you 

come out of him and never enter him again.” 

The evil spirit shrieked, shook the boy violently and 

came out. The boy was not moving like a dead person. But 

Jesus took the boy by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and 

he stood up. 
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Open the Women’s Hearts: 

1. Why was the father concerned? What can we say about 

his peace and that of his son? 

2. Did the father at first believe Jesus could help his son? 

3. Did the evil spirit know who Jesus was? What did it do? 

4. When Jesus commanded the evil spirit, did it come out of 

the boy? 

5. What about the peace of the boy and the father after 

Jesus commanded the evil spirit to leave? 

6. Do the women believe that Jesus could give them peace 

in their hearts? Talk about what Jesus might require of 

people—faith in him, repentance, confessing their sins. 

 
A Verse to Remember: 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present our requests to God. 

(Philippians 4:6) 

***** 
Bible Base: Luke 13:10-17 
 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. This is a story of a woman who was troubled and 

crippled in her back. Jesus saw her in the worship hall on 

a Sabbath or holy day when the religious leaders believed 

no one should perform work. 

2. Jesus saw the woman’s suffering and had compassion on 

her. This is the story of what happened to the women. 

 

Tell the Story: 
A Woman Bound by Satan 

On a Sabbath day Jesus was teaching in a worship hall or 

temple. A woman there had been crippled by an evil spirit 

for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not 
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straighten up at all. When Jesus saw the woman, he called 

her to come forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set 

free from your condition.” Then Jesus put his hands on the 

woman, and immediately she was able to stand straight and 

began to praise God. 

The ruler of the worship hall became angry because Jesus 

had healed on the Sabbath. So the ruler said to the people, 

“There are six days for work. So come and be healed on 

those days and not on the Sabbath.” 

Jesus answered the ruler, “You hypocrites!  Doesn’t each 

of you untie his ox or donkey and lead it from the stall to get 

water? Then should not this woman who is a daughter 

(descendant) of Abraham, who Satan has kept inflicted for 

eighteen long years, be set free from what bound her? 

When Jesus said this, all those who opposed him were 

ashamed. But the people were delighted with the wonderful 

things Jesus was doing. 

 
Open the Women’s Hearts: 

1. Did Jesus know why the woman was suffering? What 

was her condition? 

2. What did Jesus want to do for the woman? 

3. What did Jesus ask the women to do? (come to him) 

4. What did Jesus say to the woman? What did Jesus do 

with his hands? 

5. Was the woman healed? 

6. Do the women understand why this was a problem for 

the ruler of the worship hall? 

7. What did the woman do when she was healed? Were the 

people happy to see the women healed? 

8. Would the women say that this woman again had peace 

in her life? 
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A Verse to Remember: 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28) 

***** 
Bible Base: Mark 4:35-41 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Do the women know how to swim? Have they ever been 

in a boat that was about to sink? Were they afraid? 

2. Have any been in a terrible storm that was frightening? 

What did they do? Here is a story about the disciples of 

Jesus when they became afraid in a storm. See how Jesus 

helped them to have peace again. 

 

Tell the Story: 
Peace! Be Still! 

One evening when Jesus saw large crowds surrounding 

him, he said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of 

the lake.” So the disciples left the crowd and followed Jesus 

into the boat. Then they sailed off. 

As they sailed, a violent windstorm swept down on the 

lake. Waves began breaking over the boat, filling the boat 

with water. The boat was in danger of sinking. Jesus was in 

the back of the boat asleep on a cushion. His disciples woke 

Jesus. They were crying out, “Master! Master! We’re about 

to die. Lord, save us!  Teacher, don’t you care if we die?” 

“Why are you so afraid, you have so little faith,” Jesus 

said. Then Jesus stood up and rebuked the winds and the 

raging waves. Jesus said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 

The storm died away and it was completely calm. 

“Where is your faith?” Jesus asked his disciples.  

The disciples were terrified and asked each other, “Who 

is this? Even the wind and waves obey him!” 
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Open the Women’s Hearts: 

1. Jesus asked his disciples to come with him for some rest 

away from the crowd of people. Do the women think 

Jesus was afraid to sleep in the boat while it sailed? 

2. What did the disciples fear would happen when the storm 

came upon the sea? (the boat would sink) 

3. Did the disciples think that Jesus did not care about 

them? What did Jesus ask the disciples? (Where is your 

faith?) 

4. When Jesus stood up, what did he say to the wind and the 

waves? 

5. Did the wind and the waves obey Jesus? What was it like 

before Jesus spoke? (stormy, fearful) What was it like 

after Jesus spoke? (peaceful, calm) 

6. Now what caused the disciples to be terrified? (They 

could not understand how the wind and waves could 

obey Jesus.) 

 

A Verse to Remember: 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise…He is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) 
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� 11. The Resurrection � 

And the Life  
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

I have purposely added in the pre-story from Luke 10 as 

it establishes a relationship between Jesus and the sisters 

Martha and Mary and their brother Lazarus. If there is time 

the post-story of Anointing at Bethany in John 12 is a good 

follow-up story in that it gives roles for the two sisters.  

Traditionally women do not eat with the men except at 

certain occasions. So here Martha is a good host serving the 

men and Mary brings a gift for Jesus to thank him for raising 

her brother. In this story I have skipped over the part about 

those waiting to stone Jesus to keep the focus on the central 

story and Jesus as the resurrection. 

There was belief among the Jewish people that when a 

person died their spirit stayed nearby until the body began to 

decompose, usually after the third day. So by the fourth day 

the person was really dead and not likely to revive. 
 
Bible Base:  Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-46 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Do you remember a story where Jesus was invited to 

visit in someone’s home? 

2. If Jesus came to your home to visit, what do you think 

would honor him more—providing food and drink or 

listening to his words? 

3. Which do you think Jesus might want you to do? 

4. Who do you think Jesus is? Could he raise a dead person 

back to life again? 
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Tell the Story: 
The Resurrection and the Life 

As Jesus and his disciples passed through the village of 

Bethany a woman named Martha opened her home to Jesus.  

Martha had a sister named Mary who sat at the feet of Jesus 

listening to what he was saying. Martha was distracted by all 

the preparations in the kitchen that had to be made and saw 

that Mary was not helping her. So Martha came to Jesus and 

said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me with all 

the work to do by myself?” 

Jesus replied, “Martha, Martha, you are worried about 

many things. But only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen 

what is better and I will not take it away from her.” Martha 

and Mary had a brother named Lazarus. 

Some time later Jesus was in another place with his 

disciples. Word came from Martha and Mary that their 

brother Lazarus was sick. The sisters sent word to Jesus 

saying, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

When Jesus heard this he said, “His sickness will not end 

in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be 

glorified through it…Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; 

but I am going there to wake him up.” 

Jesus’ disciples relied, “Lord, if Lazarus sleeps, he will 

get well.” Jesus had been speaking of death, but his disciples 

thought that he meant natural sleep. 

So then Jesus told the disciples plainly, “Lazarus is dead.  

For your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 

believe. Now let us go to him.” 

When Jesus arrived at Bethany he found that Lazarus had 

already been in the grave for four days. Many friends of 

Martha and Mary had come to comfort them and mourn the 

death of their brother Lazarus. When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed 

behind at home. 
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“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here my 

brother would not have died. But I know that God will give 

you whatever you ask.” 

Jesus said to Martha, “Your brother will live again.” 

Martha answered, “I know my brother will rise to life 

again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 

believes in me will live; even though they die. And whoever 

lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

“Yes, Lord,” Martha told Jesus, “I believe you are the 

Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”  

Then Martha went back and called her sister aside from the 

friends. “The Teacher is here,” Martha said, “and he is 

asking for you” 

When Mary heard this she got up quickly and went to 

meet Jesus who was still outside the village. Mary’s friends 

thought she was going to the grave to mourn, so they 

followed her. When Mary reached Jesus she fell at Jesus’ 

feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.” 

Jesus was deeply moved in his spirit when he saw Mary 

weeping and also her friends weeping. Jesus wept, too, and 

was troubled because of their sadness. “Where have you laid 

his body?” Jesus asked. 

“Come and see,” Mary replied. 

Now some of those present to comfort and mourn saw 

Jesus weeping and said, “See how much he loved Lazarus.”  

But others were critical and said, “Could not he who opens 

the eyes of the blind have kept Lazarus from dying?” 

When Jesus came to the grave he said, “Remove the 

cover.” 

Martha the sister of Lazarus protested saying, “But, Lord, 

there will be a bad smell. He has been dead four days.” 

Then Jesus replied, “Did I not tell you that if you 

believed you would see the glory of God?” So they removed 

the stone that covered the grave. Jesus looked up toward 

heaven and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 
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me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the 

benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 

you sent me.” 

When Jesus had prayed these words he commanded in a 

loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out of 

the grave with his body still wrapped in the burial cloth.  

Jesus said, “Take off the burial clothes and let him go.” 

When many of the friends who had come to visit Mary 

saw what Jesus did, they put their faith in Jesus. But others 

went to report to the religious authorities what Jesus had 

done. 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Who invited Jesus to her home? 

2. What was Martha doing?  What was Mary doing? What 

did Martha want Mary to do? 

3. What did Jesus say was more important? 

4. Later when Jesus was in another place, what message did 

Martha and Mary send to Jesus? 

5. What did Jesus say about Lazarus’ sickness?  Did 

Lazarus die? How long had he been dead when Jesus 

arrived? 

6. Who went out to meet Jesus first? What did she say to 

Jesus? 

7. What did Jesus say to Martha that her brother would do?  

When did Martha think this would happen? 

8. Who did Jesus say that he was? What would happen if a 

person believed in Jesus? Do you understand what Jesus 

was saying? 

9. What did Martha confess about Jesus?  Who did she say 

that Jesus was? 

10. What did Mary say when she came out to meet Jesus? 
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11. Why did Jesus weep? Was he discouraged because 

Lazarus had died? Or was he sad because Mary and her 

friends were sad? 

12. When Jesus commanded the grave to be opened what did 

Martha expect to find? 

13. Instead what did Jesus say would happen if Martha had 

faith? 

14. When Jesus prayed what did he say to God? Did Jesus 

believe that God heard him when he prayed? What other 

reason did Jesus give for praying? 

15. What did Jesus command Lazarus to do? 

16. Did it happen like Jesus commanded? 

17. When the friends of Martha and Mary saw what 

happened what did some of them do? What did others 

do? 

18. If you had been there with Martha and Mary, would you 

have believed in Jesus? 

19. Do you believe that Jesus can raise you up again after 

you die? 

20. Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Promised 

Descendant of Abraham who was to come into the world 

and bless all people? 

21. What do you think might happen because some of the 

people went to give a bad report to the religious 

authorities? 

 

A Verse To Remember: 
I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 

in me will live, even though they die. (John 11:25) 
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� 12. The Great Sacrifice � 

For Your Sin  
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

If the women have not already responded this could be a 

“draw-the-net” story. Hopefully there was been a growing 

awareness of who Jesus is and what he came to do. The gift 

that was mentioned in the earlier lessons is the gift of 

salvation which includes forgiveness of sin. The value of 

additional Old Testament stories is that it gives more time to 

help listeners understand about sin, the consequences of sin, 

and God’s provision for the sinner if they repent. In my 

experience showing the Campus Crusade JESUS Film as 

well as the Daya Sagar Jesus films in India is that viewers 

were greatly moved by the crucifixion. Many asked why 

such bad things happened to someone good who went about 

helping people in their need. For this reason we began telling 

the Old Testament stories before screening the films so the 

viewers would have a perspective on sin and on God’s 

promise of a Redeemer. 
 
Bible Base:  John 11:48-53; Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34; 

Luke 22:1-6; John 13:21-30; Mark 14:55-65; Luke 23:27, 

32-43; Mark 15:33-34, 39; John 19:33-34, 38-20:20; 

Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8-11 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Among your people, who determines what is right and 

what is wrong (sinful)? 

2. If someone does what is wrong (sinful) what is done to 

that person? 

3. Can another person take the punishment meant for the 

wrongdoer? 
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4. If you deserved to be punished because wrong things 

(sin) that you have done, could another take your 

punishment instead? 

5. Do you remember a prophecy that said “the punishment 

that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 

we are healed?” 

6. Here is the story of that person who took our punishment 

upon himself and died in our place. 

 

Tell the Story: 
The Great Sacrifice For Your Sin 

Jesus had raised Lazarus, the brother of Martha and 

Mary, back to life again after he died.  Some of those who 

saw what happened went to report to the jealous religious 

leaders who were alarmed and called a meeting. They said, 

“Here is this man Jesus performing many miraculous signs.  

If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him…”  

Then the one who was high priest that year said, “You do not 

realize that it is better for one man to die for the people than 

for the whole nation to perish.” As the high priest he had 

prophesied that Jesus would die for the descendants of 

Abraham, and not only for them, but for all the scattered 

children of God. So from that day the leaders plotted how to 

kill Jesus. 

Many times Jesus told his disciples that a time would 

come when the Son of Man would be betrayed to the 

religious leaders and must suffer many things and be 

rejected. They will condemn him to death and hand him over 

to soldiers who will mock him, spit on him, flog him and kill 

him. Three days later he would rise again. 

At the time of the annual Feast of Unleavened Bread 

called the Passover one of Jesus’ disciples went to the 

religious leaders and offered to betray Jesus into their hands.  

For this he was paid thirty pieces of silver. That disciple 

Judas began to look for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to 

the leaders when no people were present. 
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While Jesus was eating the feast with his disciples Judas 

went out to betray Jesus. Later that same night as Jesus 

prayed in a quiet garden outside the city Judas led soldiers to 

arrest Jesus. Judas kissed Jesus and the soldiers arrested 

Jesus and led him away to be tried. 

Before the high priest and religious leaders many 

witnesses were brought to give testimony against Jesus. But 

there was no agreement among them. Finally the high priest 

said to Jesus, “Tell us plainly, are you the Son of the Most 

High.” When Jesus answered that he was, the high priest tore 

his robes and said, “We do not need any more testimony, he 

has spoken blasphemy against God.” So they all condemned 

Jesus as worthy of death. 

Early the next morning Jesus was brought before the 

foreign ruler who was governor of the land. There Jesus was 

accused of leading a rebellion against the government. The 

governor asked Jesus many questions but could find no 

reason to put Jesus to death. So he offered to have Jesus 

beaten and released. But the leaders demanded that Jesus be 

put to death. They shouted, “Let his blood be upon us and 

upon our children. Crucify him! Crucify him!” So the order 

was given to have Jesus beaten and crucified. The soldiers 

who beat Jesus also struck him, spit upon him and mocked 

him. Then they led Jesus out to the place of execution. A 

large number of people followed Jesus including women 

who mourned and wailed for him. 

There Jesus was nailed through his hands and feet to a 

wooden cross and crucified between two criminals. The 

religious leaders were mocking Jesus saying, “He said he is 

the Son of God. Let God save him.” Jesus was praying for 

them saying, “Father, forgive them. They do not know what 

they are doing.” One of the criminals mocked Jesus saying, 

“If you are the Son of God, save yourself and save us.” The 

other criminal rebuked the first saying, “We are justly 

punished for our deeds.  This man is innocent.” Then he said, 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  

And Jesus said that he would. 
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About mid-day the sun was darkened and Jesus cried in a 

loud voice, “My God, why have you forsaken me?” At this 

time Jesus was taking upon himself the sins of all people—

he was becoming sin in our place.  t last God the Father 

accepted the sin sacrifice and Jesus said, “It is finished!  

Father, into your hands I give my spirit.” And Jesus died.  

One of the soldiers pierced the side of Jesus so that blood 

flowed out. The soldier in charge of the crucifixion said, 

“Surely this man was the Son of God!” 

Two of the followers of Jesus asked for his body and 

prepared it for burial in an unused tomb and closed the tomb 

with a large stone. Sadly, all the followers of Jesus went to 

their homes. Early on the third day some women were 

coming to the tomb of Jesus to anoint his body with sweet 

spices. When they arrived the stone was removed and the 

tomb was empty. An angel said that Jesus was no longer 

there, but was alive. The women ran to tell the disciples of 

Jesus what had happened, but the men thought their words 

were foolishness. Two of the disciples did go to see and 

found the tomb empty and the grave cloths still in place.  

Near the tomb one of the women was weeping when she saw 

a man standing there who she thought was the caretaker.  

She asked the man if he knew where the body of Jesus had 

been taken. Then the man spoke to her calling her by name.  

Jesus said, “Mary!” She recognized the voice of Jesus and 

cried out, “My Teacher!” and fell at the feet of Jesus. Later 

Jesus appeared to his disciples and also to many others.   

Jesus told his followers they were to go and make 

disciples of all nations, teach the people all that Jesus had 

taught, and baptize them in the name of God the Father, the 

Holy Spirit and Jesus the Son. A day came when Jesus 

returned to heaven.  He said to his followers, “You are my 

witnesses here in the city, among your people and to all the 

people on earth.” As Jesus was taken up into the clouds 

angels appeared and said, “This same Jesus will return.” 

Do you remember the story of Abraham and Isaac?  

When the son Isaac asked his father about the sacrifice, 

 75

Abraham replied, “God will provide the lamb.” Do you 

remember the words of the prophet who baptized Jesus?  He 

said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world!” Do you remember the words of Jesus when 

Martha went to meet him? Jesus said, “Whoever believes in 

me will live even though they die. And whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die.” (John 11:25-26) God’s Word 

says: “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all.” (Hebrews 10:10) “God 

sent his own son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin 

offering.”  (Romans 8:3) One night Jesus told a religious 

leader, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Again Jesus said to the sinful 

woman, “Go in peace. Your sins are forgiven.” (Luke 7:48) 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. One of the disciples of Jesus wrote: “…these words are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 

his name.”  (John 20:31) 

2. Did Jesus know that he was going to suffer and die? 

3. Did Jesus believe that he was the Lamb of God who was 

to be sacrificed for the sin of the world? 

4. Was Jesus guilty of any wrongdoing? Did the witnesses 

give true testimony against Jesus that was in agreement? 

5. What did the high priest ask Jesus? 

6. Who did Jesus say that he was? 

7. Was Jesus justly condemned to suffer and die? 

8. There were two criminals crucified along with Jesus.  

What did one of them say to mock Jesus? What did the 

other criminal say? When he asked Jesus to remember 

him, what do you think he wanted Jesus to do? 

9. When it became dark and Jesus cried out to God, what 

was happening? 
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10. Did God accept the sacrifice of Jesus? 

11. What did the soldier in charge of the crucifixion have to 

say about Jesus? 

12. After Jesus died who buried him? 

13. What were the women planning to do on the third day?  

What had Jesus said would happen on the third day? 

14. Was Jesus in the grave? What did the angel say about 

Jesus? 

15. Who did Jesus appear to after he was raised from the 

grave?  Do you believe that Jesus is alive today? 

16. Jesus said that we are to tell his story so that everyone 

can believe on him and become his follower. 

17. The angel said that Jesus would return some day. Do you 

believe this?  Will you be ready when Jesus returns?   

18. Do you want to talk about what it means to believe on 

Jesus as your Savior? Do you know what the gift is that 

God is giving you through Jesus? Will you accept it? 

 

A Verse To Remember: 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
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� 13. The Coming Judgment � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 
This story and lesson are here for closure if needed. The 

concept of judgment among Hindus is not so much that of a 

one time judgment at the end of the age as it is a judgment at 

the end of each lifetime in the cycle of rebirth. Most people 

really do not think in terms of a coming judgment as much as 

they the escape from suffering in this world. This story puts 

closure on the issue of accountability that was opened in the 

Creation story. There should be some interest as most living 

in communal societies fear being excluded from fellowship, 

and certainly should fear the possibility of a continued and 

even worse suffering to come for the unbeliever. 
 
Bible Base:  John 14:1-3; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; 

25:31-33; 26:64; Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:3-4 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. What happens when we die? Are we simply born again 

into another life? 

2. What if the Bible says that we are destined to die once 

and after that the judgment? Are you prepared for God’s 

judgment? 

3. What do you think will happen when Jesus returns as he 

promised to do? 

 

Tell the Story: 
The Coming Judgment 

On the night before Jesus died he told his disciples, “Do 

not let your hearts be troubled…Trust in me…In my Father’s 

house are many rooms…I am going there to prepare a place 

for you…I will come back and take you to be with me so that 

you may be where I am.” One of the disciples said he did not 

know the way to where Jesus was going.  Jesus said, “I am 
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the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” 

At his trial before the religious leaders Jesus said, “I say 

to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man 

sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on 

the clouds of heaven.”  At another time Jesus said that he 

would return with all his angels and sit on his throne in 

heavenly glory.  (Matthew 25:31)  

One day Jesus told this parable about the kingdom of 

heaven and the coming judgment. “The kingdom of heaven 

is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while 

everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted 

and formed heads, the weeds also appeared. The owner’s 

servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good 

seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’  

‘An enemy did this,’ the owner replied. The servants asked, 

‘Do you want us to go and pull the weeds up?’ ‘No,’ the 

owner answered, ‘let both grow together until the harvest.  

At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds 

and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat 

and bring it into my barn.’” 

Jesus’ disciples asked that he explain the parable to them.  

Jesus said, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of 

Man. The field is the world and the good seed stands for the 

sons and daughters of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons 

and daughters of the evil one. The enemy who sows them is 

the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 

harvesters are angels. 

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it 

will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out 

his angels and they will weed out of his kingdom everything 

that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them 

into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun 

in the kingdom of their father.” 
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At the end of the age when Jesus returns there will be a 

great judgment, for it is appointed unto man once to die and 

after that the judgment. Believers and unbelievers will be 

separated like a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  

In a vision one of Jesus’ disciples named John wrote what he 

saw: “I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 

throne, and books were opened. The dead were judged 

according to what they had done, as recorded in the 

books…If anyone’s name was not found written in the book 

of life, they were thrown into the lake of fire.” 

For believers the story will be different. In the vision he 

said, “I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the 

dwelling of God is with people, and he will live with them.  

They will be his people and he will be their God. He will 

wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 

or mourning or crying or pain, for the old has passed away.” 

Jesus said, “Behold, I am coming soon.” 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. What did Jesus tell his disciples about his going away?  

What was Jesus going to do? Why would Jesus return for 

his followers? 

2. At his trial what did Jesus say he was going to do in the 

future? Who would accompany Jesus when he returned? 

3. Did you understand the parable that Jesus told about the 

farmer and his field? We live in a world today in which 

there is good and there is evil. We live side by side. But a 

time is coming when there will be a harvest of all the 

souls of men and women. The good will be separated 

from the evil. 

4. In the story of Jesus what happened to the weeds that  

represented evil? 

5. How did Jesus compare the coming judgment to what a 

shepherd does? 
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6. What happens to those whose names are not found 

written in the book of life? 

7. What good things will happen for believers? 

7. Are you ready for Jesus to return? What do you need to 

do to get ready? 

8. God’s Word says:   

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

(Romans 3:23) 

“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

  (Romans 6:23) 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved…” 

(Acts 16::31) 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.”  (Romans 10:13) 

“God wants all people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4) 

“…The Lord is patient with you, not wanting anyone 

to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”   

(2 Peter 3:9) 

 

A Verse To Remember: 
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 

many people; and he will appear a second time, not 

to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 

waiting for him. (Hebrews 9:28)  
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� 14. God Created � 

The Spirit World 

 

For the Bible Storyer:   

This is a supplemental story lesson that could be used if 

needed. Most rural and uneducated Hindus are folk Hindus 

and for the most part practice a mix of superstitious animism 

with a form of idol worship. Many have a real fear of the evil 

spirits which they say trouble them in their sleep and at times 

in other places. The purpose in this story is not to cover 

every aspect of the spirit world but to at least give a basic 

understanding that God created the spirits and that God 

therefore has authority over the spirits—those who have 

remained good and those who have become wicked. 
 
Bible Base:  Job 38:4-7; Psalm 148:2, 5; 103:19-20; 

Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:12b-17; Matthew 13:39; 24:31; 

25:31, 41; John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 2:11; 4:4; 11:14; 

Hebrews 1:7, 14; 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Peter 2:4; 1 John 3:8; 

Revelation 5:11; 12:7-10; 20:10; 22:8-9   

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 
1. Does anyone fear evil spirits? 

2. What is the work of evil spirits? 

3. Who made the spirits and rules over all spirits good and 

evil? 

 

Tell the Story: 
God Created the Spirit World 

Long ago before God created this world in which we 

live, or even the first man or woman, God created all the 

spirits. Because God is righteous (good, without sin) He 

created all the spirits like Himself, for God, too, is a spirit.  

God has always lived. He is eternal, without beginning or 

end. God commanded and all the spirits were created.  They 
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are so many no one can count them. God created them to 

worship Him and to do the work He gave them. Later God 

would use the spirits as messengers when God needed to 

speak to people, to help people, or even to punish people 

when they continued to sin against God.   

One spirit God created very wise, very powerful, and 

very beautiful. God had a special work for him to do, to 

guard God’s holy throne in heaven. But this spirit soon 

became filled with pride because of his great beauty. He 

desired to take God’s place in heaven and rule over all the 

other spirits God had created. So this spirit led a rebellion 

among the other spirits. He became wicked and his rebellion 

was a sin against God. These wicked spirits were defeated 

and driven from heaven. Because God is righteous, that is, 

without sin, He judged their sin and is preparing a special 

place of eternal punishment for all the disobedient spirits.  

The spirit who rebelled against God we know today as Satan.  

His name means adversary. 

God’s Word tells us that Satan is a deceiver, a liar and 

the father of lies, and a murderer. Satan prowls around like a 

roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Satan 

masquerades as an angel of light—that is, a good angel.  

Satan blinds the eyes of unbelievers so they cannot see the 

light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:4) God’s 

Word calls Satan that old dragon or serpent who leads the 

whole world astray. He seeks to destroy all the good work of 

God, and especially to tempt man to sin against God. But 

God is more powerful and is able to overcome the evil work 

of Satan so that good will result, instead of evil. Satan knows 

that he has been defeated and that his time is short, so he is 

filled with hatred and works furiously against people. The 

other wicked spirits we know as demons or evil spirits. The 

evil spirits knew who Jesus was and feared him. They called 

him the Son of the Most High God. Jesus was powerful as 

God’s Son to drive the evil spirits away. Satan himself came 

to tempt Jesus after he was baptized. Three times Satan tried 

to get Jesus to obey him, but each time Jesus remembered 
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what God’s Word said and resisted Satan.  (Luke 4:1-13)  

Finally Satan entered into one of Jesus’ disciples and led that 

disciple to betray Jesus into the hands of Jesus’ enemies.  

(Luke 22:3) 

Most of the spirits that God created remained loyal and 

obedient. God uses these spirits as His messengers to warn 

against sin, to bring words of judgment whenever people 

sinned, and to being good news like the birth of Jesus. We 

know these spirits as angels. Sometimes angels appeared as 

young men dressed in shining white clothing with a golden 

belt. Sometimes angels appeared as servants of fire. Angels 

are very powerful and wise. But we are not to worship them, 

for God created them to serve the people who obey God and 

will inherit God’s salvation. One day Jesus will return in his 

glory and all his angels with him. 

Because God created all the spirits, they were created 

good like God. When they sinned, God judged their sin, 

punishing them. God rules the Spirit World. 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Do you fear evil spirits? 

2. Who created all the spirits? Were they good or evil when 

God created them? 

3. What work did God give one very powerful and very 

beautiful spirit? 

4. What happened to that spirit? Did he remain good or 

become evil? 

5. When the spirits rebelled against God what did God do? 

Is God going to punish those evil spirits? 

6. What is Satan like? Can he be trusted? Is his work good 

or evil? 

7. Did all the spirits God created become wicked and do 

evil things? 

8. What are the good spirits called? What is their work? 
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9. Should we fear evil spirits? Who can help us when evil 

spirits come to tempt us? 

10. God’s Word says that Jesus was tempted in every way 

like us so he could help us. (see Hebrews 2:14-15; 4:15) 

11. Do you believe that Jesus is more powerful than the evil 

spirits? 

12. Do you believe that Jesus can break the power of evil 

spirits in your life? 

 

A Verse To Remember: 
Submit yourselves to God, then. Resist the devil and 

he will flee from you. (James 4:7)  
or 

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the 

faith, because you know that your brothers 

throughout the world are undergoing the same kind 

of sufferings. (1 Peter 5:8-9)   

 
Note: In the event that stories are needed to deal with 

aspects of idol worship and to show God’s displeasure with 

it, the following supplemental stories are included. These 

stories were adapted from an addition to the God and 

Woman stories that were prepared for use with Hindu 

women. 

The stories are given as a resource from which you might 

choose the most appropriate one to use in confronting 

worldview issues related to idol worship. 

Hindu apologists will say that Hindus do not worship 

idols but these are merely representations (husks) of the 

visitation of deities. But for the common Hindu woman the 

idols take on a life of their own and are believed to be 

animated and possess power that the worshiper seeks to 

engage. 
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� 15. Stolen Idols and Stolen Idols and Stolen Idols and Stolen Idols and �    

A Curse on Her Life A Curse on Her Life A Curse on Her Life A Curse on Her Life     
 
For the Bible Storyer: 

Joshua reminded the people in his day that their fathers 

including Terah, Abraham’s father and family, worshiped 

other gods beyond the river and in Egypt. Now Joshua said 

to throw away those gods and worship the Lord only. In the 

story of Jacob and Rachel there is the promise of God’s 

watchcare and blessing over Jacob and the promise to bring 

him home again to his father. Jacob saw a vision of the 

Living God in his dream and wanted Him to be his God.  

The girl he married came from among Abraham’s family 

who were still idol worshipers. When Jacob left his father-in-

law Laban to return home he had acquired all Laban’s 

wealth. But as Jacob departed Rachel stole her father’s idols 

(teraphim—terra cotta idols representing ancestors used for 

divination) and hid them. In that day whoever possessed the 

family idols also possessed the right to the family wealth.  

However, this would lead to disaster for Rachel after Jacob 

unknowingly pronounced a curse on whoever stole the idols. 
 
Bible Base:  Genesis 28:10-21; 31:1-3, 14-37; 35:1-7, 16-

20; Exodus 20:2-4; Joshua 24:2, 14 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Is the Lord God pleased when we worship idols? 

2. Can these idols (gods) really help us? 

3. What do you think might happen to people who worship 

idols or keep them as gods for their families? 
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Tell the Story: 
Stolen Idols and a Curse on Her Life 

 

The people were warned about idol worship and 

worshiping foreign gods. Abraham’s father and family had 

worshiped other gods (idols) when called to follow the true 

and Living God. Jacob had deceived his father to get the 

blessing intended for his brother. Jacob told his father that 

the Lord, that is, Isaac’s God, had helped him. After 

deceiving his father Isaac and cheating his brother out of his 

birthright and blessing, Jacob had to leave home because his 

brother wanted to kill him. Cleverly his mother Rebekah 

suggested that Jacob go to Abraham’s relatives to find a 

wife. Along the way Jacob lay down to sleep and God 

appeared to him in a dream saying, “I am the Lord, the God 

of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I am with you 

and will watch over you and not leave you until I bring you 

back to this land.” When Jacob awoke the next morning he 

said, “If God will be with me and watch over me and bring 

me safely back to this land, the Lord will be my God.” So he 

continued on his way. 

Jacob met Rachel, one of his uncle’s daughters. He had 

to work for his uncle seven years to get Rachel in marriage 

as well as her sister. After many years had passed Jacob and 

his wives now had eleven sons. Only one son was born to 

Rachel, Jacob’s favorite wife, the one he really loved. Many 

times his uncle had cheated Jacob by changing his wages, 

but God was always faithful to cause Jacob to prosper. In 

time Jacob became very wealthy while his uncle grew poorer 

and poorer. The sons of Jacob’s uncle were complaining, 

“Jacob has taken everything our father owned and has gained 

all this wealth from what belonged to our father.” Both the 

sons and their father now had a bad attitude toward Jacob. So 

God said to Jacob, “Go back to the land of your father and to 

your own relatives and I will be with you.” 

Even Rachel and her sister were complaining saying, 

“Do we still have any share in the inheritance of our father’s 

 87

estate? Does he not regard us as foreigners? He has sold us 

and then used up what was paid for us. Surely all the wealth 

that God took away from our father belongs to us and our 

children.” So they agreed that it was time to go. 

Then Jacob put his wives and children on camels to 

return to his own country and father. While the uncle had 

gone to shear his sheep Rachel stole her father’s household 

idols. For it was believed that whoever possessed the idols 

had a right to all the family wealth. When her father realized 

his daughters and their children had left he came after them.  

But God warned the man to be careful not to say anything to 

Jacob either good or bad. The uncle was angry Jacob had left 

without telling him and letting him kiss his daughters and 

grandchildren goodbye. Then he said, “But why did you did 

you also steal my gods?” 

Jacob said, “I left while you were gone because I was 

afraid you would take your daughters away from me by 

force. But if you find anyone who has your gods, that person 

shall not live. Now search for yourself and see whether there 

is anything of yours here with us.” Jacob did not know 

Rachel had stolen them. So the uncle searched Jacob’s tent, 

then her sister’s tent, and the tent of the two maidservants, 

but he found nothing. Then he entered Rachel’s tent. Now 

Rachel had taken the household gods and put them inside her 

camel’s saddle and was sitting on them. Laban searched 

through everything in the tent but found nothing. Rachel said 

to her father, “Don’t be angry that I can’t stand up in your 

presence, I’m having my monthly period.” So Rachel 

continued to sit on the saddle hiding the gods while her 

father searched and found nothing. Then he departed. 

Later Jacob decided to return to the place where he saw 

the Lord God in a dream. So Jacob said to his household and 

to all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods you 

have with you and purify yourselves.” So they gave Jacob all 

the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and 

Jacob buried them under a big tree. After moving on from 

that place it was time for Rachel to give birth to a child and 
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she had great difficulty. The midwife who attended her said, 

“Don’t be afraid, for you have another son.” As Rachel 

breathed her last—for she was dying—she named her son.  

So Rachel died and was buried along the way and Jacob set 

up a stone to mark her grave. 

 

Open The Women’s Hearts: 

1. Were the family of Abraham idol-worshipers when God 

called Abraham to leave them?  (Yes) 

2. In the beginning do you think Jacob believed in the God 

of his father Isaac?  (No) 

3. After Jacob’s dream when he saw a vision of God, did 

he then believe in the true God? (Yes) 

4. Was God faithful to bless Jacob and fulfill His promise 

to Jacob?  (Yes) 

5. Did Jacob need Laban’s household gods? (No.  The 

Lord God supplied all he needed.) 

6. Talk about why you think Rachel may have stolen her 

father’s gods?  (Greed? To punish him?) 

7. What curse did Jacob pronounce on whoever had the 

stolen idols? (That person should die.) 

8. Did Jacob trust in the foreign gods the people in his 

family had kept?  (No.  He said to get rid of them as 

they were going to worship the Living God.) 

Do you think Rachel’s death may have resulted from what 

she did? Do you think God was pleased with what she did?  

What should Rachel have done when leaving? (Forget the 

idols—trust in the God of Jacob)    

 
A Verse To Remember: 

You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or the 

waters below. (Exodus 34:17)  
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� 16. The Golden Calf Idol � 
 

For the Bible Storyer: 

This is the familiar story of the idol worship of the 

Israelites that began while Moses was on the mountain 

receiving God’s law that forbade such worship. Not only was 

God dishonored by what was happening, but there were 

serious consequences for the idol worshipers. This story may 

be a bit strong to use in some circumstances. I have included 

it as a resource if needed.  

 
Bible Base: Exodus 20:3, 4; 32:1-35; 1 Kings 12:28-30; 2 

Kings 17:7-12 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. Briefly tell a summarized account of God’s awareness of 

the suffering of Abraham’s descendants and his plan to 

send Moses to deliver the people. 

2. Also briefly tell how God parted the waters of the sea to 

bring the people safely out of Egypt. 

3. Then tell that it was God alone who delivered the people 

from Egypt and who was bringing them to the land God 

had promised to Abraham and his descendants. 

 

Tell the Story: 
The Golden Calf Idol 

 
In the land of Egypt the people worshiped a cow god. In 

the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth 

He created all the animals. So He is Creator of all animals 

including cows. When God led the Israelite people out of the 

land of Egypt He gave the people his commandments. Two 

of the commandments were: You shall have no other gods 

before me. You shall not make for yourselves an idol in the 

form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or 
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in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them.  

While the Prophet Moses was on a mountain receiving 

the sacred commandments from God the people below began 

to ask the brother of Moses to make them a god to go before 

them. For they thought something had happened to Prophet 

Moses since he was gone a long time. The people were 

saying: “These are your gods.” And they built an altar to 

worship the idol. 

When Prophet Moses came down the mountain he found 

that the people were worshiping a golden calf idol and 

eating, drinking and dancing. God spoke to Prophet Moses 

and said, “The people have turned away from what I 

commanded and made a useless idol in the shape of a calf. 

They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and called it 

their god.”  

God was very angry and thought to destroy the people. 

But Prophet Moses pleaded with God for the people and 

reminded God of his promise to the ancestors of the people 

to make them into a great nation. 

God reminded Prophet Moses that he is compassionate 

and slow to anger but He does not leave the guilty 

unpunished.  

When Prophet Moses asked his brother what happened, 

he said, “Do not be angry with me. The people said, ‘Make 

us gods who will go before us.’ The people brought their 

gold jewelry and melted it to form the idol.” Then Prophet 

Moses called for those loyal to God to take their swords. A 

very large number of people died that day because they 

worshiped the idol. Prophet Moses burned the golden calf 

idol in the fire, ground the golden calf idol to powder and 

scattered it on the water and made the people to drink the 

water. 

Many years passed and a day came when one of the 

kings of the people had two calf idols fashioned for the 

people to worship. Worship of the idols and other false 
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religions turned the people’s hearts away from God. So the 

people were conquered by an enemy nation and taken away.  

For God had said, “I will not share my glory with 

another.” (Isaiah 42:8: 48:11)  

When Jesus the Son of God lived on earth his followers 

asked him to show them the Father. Jesus said, “You have 

seen me, you have seen the Father.” (John 14:9) 

 

Open the Women’s Hearts: 

1. Who made all the animals we might worship as gods? 

2. Do the women think it better to worship the Creator or 

things the Creator made for our benefit and use? 

3. From this story do the listeners think it is important to 

obey the words of God? 

4. What happened to those people who disobeyed the 

commandment of God? 

5. The Bible tells us that no one can look upon the glory of 

God and live because we are sinful people.  

6. In the Last Days after the Judgment of the wicked and 

unbelievers those who are purified by the blood of Jesus 

will be able to stand in the presence of God because then 

the dwelling of God will be with His people and He will 

live with them. They will be His people and God Himself 

will be with them and be their God. (Revelation 21:3) 

7. Today we cannot see God. But Jesus promised to give his 

Holy Spirit—the very Spirit of God—to live within the 

believer to cleanse our hearts from sin and to help us live 

a life that is pleasing to God. For those who believe in 

Jesus as Savior our bodies are the temple of God’s Holy 

Spirit.   

 

A Verse To Remember: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength. 

(Deuteronomy 6:5) 
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� 17. Idol Worshipers Who � 

Would Not Listen 

 

For the Bible Storyer: 

I have included this story because of the warning against 

those who are arrogant in refusing to believe and obey God. 

Today God warns people through His Written Word the 

Bible. People are to turn from sinful disobedience and live 

by the words of God. Just as these people of long ago were 

arrogant and disobedient, people today also refuse to obey 

God’s call to salvation and a discipled life—a life that is 

pleasing to God. Judgment and punishment as a certain fate 

awaits each who is like this. In Joshua the people were 

warned that God is a holy God and a jealous God. (Joshua 

24:19-20) The following story reminds us: 

1. There is only one true God who made everything. 

2. God is displeased with those who worship false gods and 

idols. 

3. God has promised to judge the sin of those worshiping 

false gods and to punish the sinners. 

 

Bible Base: Isaiah 40:18-20; 42:8, 17; 43:10b-11, 17; 

44:10-20; Jeremiah 7:18-20, 25-26; 10:3-16; 44:4-5, 9-11, 

15-29 

 

Prepare the Women’s Minds: 

1. How do people choose the gods they will worship? What 

reasons do they give? 

2. Ask if anyone has heard the story about God’s giving His 

Holy Law. What did God say about who the people 

should worship? (See Deuteronomy 6:13) What did God 

say about making images or idols? (Isaiah 40:18-20) 

3. If only one God made everything, then how many true 

Gods are there? (James 2:19) 
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4. Talk about the worship of idols and spirits. Why do 

people worship these?  

5. Why do the listeners think people would be afraid to turn 

from their idols and gods? 

 
Tell the Story: 

Idol Worshipers Who Would Not Listen 

The Lord God had warned worshipers with these words: 

“Do not worship any other gods or bow down to them, serve 

them or sacrifice to them.” But the people did not listen 

because they were stiff-necked as their fathers, who did not 

trust the Lord the true and living God. They rejected His 

decrees and followed worthless idols that could neither help 

them nor save them from their enemies. 

God sent his prophets to warn the people and to turn their 

hearts back to Himself. The people had to choose, they could 

not serve both the true God and their own false gods. The 

Israelite descendants of Abraham were not like their ancestor 

who worshiped only the true God. 

One of the prophets was named Jeremiah. God said to 

Jeremiah, “Before you were born I knew you and appointed 

you to be my prophet. Say to the people: ‘You have forsaken 

me, the spring of living water, and have dug for yourselves 

dry cisterns that cannot hold water’.”  

God had said to the people: “Obey me, and I will be your 

God and you will be my people, so that things may go well 

with you.” But instead the people sought for themselves 

foreign gods like the Queen of Heaven for whom they baked 

cakes of bread and also poured out drink offerings to other 

gods. This provoked the Lord to anger. He said, “I sent you 

my servants the prophets to warn you. But you did not listen 

to me or pay attention.” 

When the people continued in their sin, God sent an 

enemy to invade their land and punish their wickedness. 

Many of the people tried to escape down into Egypt but 

continued in their sin. God sent the Prophet Jeremiah to warn 
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them. Then all the men who knew their wives were burning 

incense to other gods, along with all the women who were 

present—a large assembly—said to Jeremiah, “We will not 

listen to the message you have spoken to us in the name of 

the Lord. We will certainly do everything we said we would: 

We will burn incense to the Queen of Heaven and will pour 

out drink offerings to her just as we and our fathers did back 

in our land.” For the people were saying that when they 

worshiped the idols and gods they had plenty of food and 

were well off and suffered no harm. But they said since they 

stopped worshiping the Queen of Heaven and pouring out 

drink offerings to her, they have had nothing but trouble. 

Then Jeremiah said to all the people, including the 

women, “Hear the word of the Lord. This is what the Lord 

Almighty says: ‘You and your wives have shown by your 

actions to do what you promised when you said, We will 

certainly carry out our vows we made to burn incense and 

worship the Queen of Heaven. ‘Go ahead then, do what you 

promised! Keep your vows! But know that I am watching 

over you not for good but for harm. Many will perish and 

few will escape. Then they will know whose word will 

stand—mine or theirs. I will punish you in this place’.” 
 

Open the Women’s Hearts: 
1. How can we know who is the true God? (He tells us in His 

Word. He shows us in his work.) 

2. God said through the prophet Isaiah: “I will not give my 

glory to another, or my praise to idols.” What do the listeners 

think that means? 

3. God also said: “Those who trust in idols, who say to 

images, ‘You are our gods,’ will be turned back in utter 

shame.” What could this mean to those who worship idols? 

4. If God has demonstrated again and again that He is the all-

powerful One who alone is able to do what He says He will 

do, why would people fail to worship Him alone? 
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5. After hearing this story, what do you think is best to do—

obey God or do what you want to do? 

 

Verses To Remember: 

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent. (Acts 

17:30) 

But those who trust in idols, who say t o images, 

“You are our gods,” will be turned back in utter 

shame. (Isaiah 42:17) 

Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one 

after me. I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me 

there is no savior. (Isaiah 43:10b-11) 
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� Other Bible Storying � 

Resources for Women 
 

God and Woman—A 90-story set of chronologically 

arranged stories for women that is worldview-sensitive to 

common issues among South Asian women. The stories and 

lessons are intended as a resource from which to choose the 

most appropriate stories for each group of listeners. A typical 

list of stories would number around 30. Digital file available 

in MSWord, zipped or PDF from 

biblestorying@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Heaven is for Women—A 35-story set of 

chronologically arranged stories originally prepared for 

Muslim women particularly addressing the salvation 

experience as a relationship with the Father made possible 

through the Son rather than just a destination after death. 

Series is more aggressive evangelistically than God and 

Woman. Digital file available in MSWord, zipped or PDF 

from biblestorying@sbcglobal.net.  

 

The Grief Stories from the Bible—A 39-

story set of just stories of Bible women with no lessons 

originally prepared for Muslim (and other) women who did 

not want any “Christian” teaching or preaching. The stories 

usually provoke questions and comments so that if the 

storyer is patient the opportunity to teach comes at the 

request of the women. The stories tell of the misfortunes of 

Bible women and how God redeemed their lives. Subtle 

evangelism theme strengthening in later stories. Digital file 

available in MSWord, zipped or PDF from 

biblestorying@sbcglobal.net. Also available in print from 

Amazon.com. 
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Producing Mature Fruit—A 33-lesson series for 

discipling women coming from a Muslim worldview. This is 

not story-based but can easily be used by adding in the 

appropriate Bible stories. Originally developed for use with 

immigrant Muslim background believers. Available in 

Digital file (English or French) MSWord, zipped or PDF 

from biblestorying@sbcglobal.net and in print format from 

gatewaycity@pobox.com.  

 

Story Tapestry—A teaching resource that empowers 

women to tell God's amazing stories of love and hope. 

Includes 31 chronologically arranged stories and Appendix 

with lists and references of Women in the Bible, Mothers of 

the Bible, Women Who Suffered, God’s Stories of Comfort, 

God’s Stories of Wisdom through Women, Women Who 

Loved, Barren Women, Stories of Deception, and Women 

Followers. Also includes a Training Template for Women. 

Available in digital manual format from 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/39136146/Story-Tapestry-

Manual.   

Bridges for Women—A course to facilitate a 

storytelling ministry among women of oral cultures. 

Trainer’s Manual includes nine collections of stories. Rather 

than through abstract lecture, teaching or sermons the 

women learn best through example and illustration provided 

by the characters in a story. Bible stories about women 

provide models of good and bad behavior, reflect every 

human condition, every strength and weakness in the 

character of women. Developed by Scriptures in Use. For 

more information email siu-info@siutraining.org or go to 

http://siutraining.org/Bridges_for_Women.php.  

Visual Story Bible—A unique visual method of 

presenting the Bible Story using quilts with story panels. For 

more information contact http://www.VisualStoryBible.org 
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or www.BibleQuilt.org.  Site contains instructions for 

making these story quilts.  

 

The Ebenezer Stories—This story set is currently 

under development and should be available soon. The story 

lessons are for discipling women coming from both Hindu 

and Muslim worldviews where their former practices were to 

resort to animism to meet their personal and family needs. 

The stories were chosen and the lessons prepared to help turn 

the women to their heavenly Father for their needs, praying 

in Jesus’ name. The title suggests “the stone of help.” This is 

appropriate for those who have already put their faith in the 

“Rock of Salvation.” biblestorying@iname.com  

 

Let’s Just Talk—A colleague is assembling a set of 

stories and conversation for one-on-one sharing of Bible 

stories in a conversational informal style for women. The set 

is not meant for general use in a Bible Storying strategy 

using all the stories, though they can be used this way. The 

idea is to engage listeners in a conversation into which 

appropriate stories may be shared.  This set, too, is under 

preparation and should be available soon. 

SarahMorton@writeme.com  
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� Stories From � 

Storytellers in India 

 

Following are story reports from pastors who have been 

trained to use Bible stories in their ministry. After learning 

the Bible stories, the pastors returned to their churches and 

people of whom many are nonliterate. The pastors are 

discovering how powerful God’s Word is when coupled with 

prayer to change lives and bring people to faith in Christ and 

to be added to the churches. I am grateful to my friend Paul 

Mark and his wife who are providing this training and 

sharing these stories as reports from those they have trained.  

 

Stories from Storytellers 
 

God has heard your prayer,  

And your wife will have a son! 
By Luke Kumar 

In Janar village, there is a Hindu couple named 

Amrootadao and Sujadav. Even though they have been 

married for nine years, they still didn't have any children. 

Many pastors had come there to preach and hand out tracts 

but they never believed.   

One day while visiting that village I met them and 

learned of their problem. So inside myself, I prayed, “Lord, I 

want to share something with these people.” Then I told 

them three stories about couples in the Bible who were not 

able to have children: the story of Abraham and Sarah, the 

story of Zachariah and Elizabeth, and the story of Hannah. 

These three stories touched their lives, and every time I 

would see them I was always telling these three stories. So 

somehow they started to believe and began attending the 

church also.  

Now by the grace of God Sujadav is carrying her first 

baby and she is six months pregnant! Amrootadao is the 
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head of six families. The other families have not yet 

believed, but they are interested and are coming toward faith. 

***** 

Pastor, please come do some witchcraft! 

By John S. 

In a village where I am doing ministry there was a child 

who was sick for eight days. The family is Hindu and so they 

don't know anything about Christ. They worship Hindu gods. 

One day that family told me, “Pastor, our child is not feeling 

well. So please come and do some witchcraft or something 

like that.”  

They said this because they don't know what prayer is. 

So they thought I would just come and do some magic. They 

don't know that Christian practices are different.  

So I visited their house and I asked the mother, Raveena, 

“What is wrong?” Her child's name is Snehadalla. For three 

days we went there and prayed over her and I told them the 

story of the crippled beggar who was healed (Acts 3). Then 

after the third time the child Snehadalla was completely 

healed. 

So now that family calls us quite often, and we are 

having a regular cottage prayer meeting there. That child's 

family — the whole family — they came to faith, and now 

they are growing in their faith. 

***** 

Just Listening to a Story 

Joseph Pitambar 

One of Pitambar's storytelling disciples is named 

Benjamin Dongri. He related the following incident: 

”One day, a woman named Sabitha became sick. So I went 

to her home and told the story of the bleeding woman who 

touched Jesus' clothes (Mark 5:22–43). After I told that 

story, I prayed for her and she was healed.”  

Through hearing this story, this woman and her family 

were saved and now they are attending the church. 
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Diary of a Storyteller 
By Prabash 

After completing these first two storytelling training 

sessions, I went back to my ministry field. In the villages 

where I am working, there are many non-literate tribal 

people who speak different tribal languages.  

Before in our place it was very difficult to preach the 

word of God. Nobody liked to hear the preaching. Because 

they are uneducated people, even if you preach, they will not 

understand anything. But it is very easy to make them 

understand through the stories. Now they are listening very 

carefully, and learning the word of God, and those people are 

attending the church.  

Even though I am a graduate of a four-year Bible School, 

before I could not tell the stories or preach the word of God 

by heart. Now without a Bible I can go somewhere to preach 

and I can tell the stories from the Bible. 

After going home the first month I told the stories to my 

beloved wife and she became my first storytelling disciple. 

Now we are teaching the stories to 60 adult education 

teachers in our division.  

Recently I told the stories to some Hindu people, and 

they liked the stories very much, and they believed the 

stories. Many believed. They especially liked the story of 

Noah, where I told about how sin had increased so much on 

the earth that God became angry and destroyed the people. I 

also sang a story-song. They wanted me to tell them the story 

of Noah again and again.  

Now five new people are attending church and believing 

in Jesus Christ. 

***** 

Only One Word 

By Sangram 

I went to conduct training at an adult education center in 

 a village. A sister named Sunita, who had been telling the 

Bible stories there had asked me to come because a family 
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there had a lot of problems. Every year this family had done 

many pujas (all-day idol worship ceremonies) in their home. 

They had a lot of idols that they would sacrifice to at least 

twice a year. They were spending 20,000 to 25,000 rupees 

each year on those sacrifices. As a result, that family was 

going through many financial problems. In fact on the day I 

went there, that woman was possessed by demons (they said 

she even had power to levitate people).  

When I got there many people came and sat together and 

I shared the stories with them starting from Genesis. I told 

them about Jesus and why He came into this world. I said to 

them, “If you want to be delivered from the devil, then you 

have to believe on Jesus Christ.” 

Then I started to pray for the woman. But when I began 

to pray, she got up and started dancing in front of the idols 

where they sacrificed in their home.  

So I began to pray, saying, “In Jesus’ Name, go out from 

her!” The people were amazed that even hearing that one 

word, the demons left her. And the people could see the 

power of Jesus, that even by one word that demon went out 

from her.  

After getting relief from the demon, all the people who 

were there stayed for prayer. They realized, “The idol that 

we trusted in could do nothing.” So that very day they started 

gathering their idols together and they threw them out. We 

put them all into a sack and threw it in the river.  

Since then the storytelling lady has kept telling them 

stories from the Bible. Now all the people in that family have 

come to Christ, and services are being held regularly where 

she is telling the stories. 

 

“Stories from Storytellers” 

Storyteller123@gmail.com 


