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Teaching the New Testament Epistles 

Through Chronological Bible Storying 

By Grant Lovejoy 

Introduction 

When people first learn about the chronological Bible storying method, they often 

recognize its value for transmitting stories from the Old Testament, the life of Jesus, and Acts. 

But before long they ask, “How do you handle the epistles?” It is a natural question. The epistles 

of the New Testament and the book of Revelation1 are vitally important to the Christian faith--

and they are not narrative literature. But people who cannot read well or do not have a New 

Testament in their language cannot get this truth through the printed page. So the challenge is to 

present the teachings of the epistles to oral communicators in a memorable form that they can 

transmit to others. In storying circles this activity is sometimes referred to as “completing the 

[oral] New Testament.” What follows are suggestions about ways to meet this challenge.2 

It is important to approach this issue realistically. Some people have criticized storying 

for not teaching every verse of every epistle. It would be great if believers knew the New 

Testament that well, but very few Christians, literate or otherwise, ever do. Many people, 

however, are able to live responsible Christian lives even though they can recall only a part of 

what the epistles teach. So it is unrealistic to demand that storying accomplish what no other 

method of Christian teaching routinely accomplishes. A more realistic aim is that the people 

                                                
1To avoid having to write “epistles and Revelation” repeatedly, I am including the book 

of Revelation in the terms “epistles” and “letters,” even though it has strong prophetic and 
apocalyptic characteristics, too. 

2The general approach set forth in this chapter with respect to epistles could be adapted 
for use with other didactic portions of the Bible as well. 
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know the basic teachings of the epistles, especially those that have the most immediate relevance 

to their lives. People need a grasp of God’s saving plan, an understanding of the Christian life, 

and skills in ministry. Storying can provide these elements, via one or more of the approaches 

discussed below. 

It is also important to note just when “completing the New Testament” occurs in the 

storying strategy. A storyer introduces the epistles after people have learned and believed the 

basic biblical story that stretches from creation through Acts. If story by story the participants 

have learned to identify the characteristics of God, if they have observed the consistent ways in 

which God deals with people, if they have correlated Old Testament events with their New 

Testament counterparts, if they have observed the fulfillment of God’s promises over and over, 

then they are much better prepared to grasp the teachings of the epistles. Although it will still be 

important to use a story-based approach, it should not be as crucial for the presentation to be 

purely narrative. Participants will be better prepared to handle didactic passages. 

Objectives in Completing the New Testament through Storying

Paul described the purpose of his ministry in various ways. He wrote converts in order to 

“urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received” (Eph. 4:1). If they did they 

would “cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God” (2 Cor. 4:15). Ultimately he 

hoped to “present everyone perfect in Christ” (Col. 1:28).3 In keeping with this emphasis, the 

objectives for completing the overview of the New Testament focus on presenting biblical truth 

so that believers “live in order to please God” (1 Thess. 4:1). Typical objectives for completing 

                                                
3Scripture citations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1973, 1978, 1984) unless otherwise indicated. 
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the New Testament include the following:4 

1. Connect the epistles with the missionary journeys and the spread of Christianity. 

2. Provide the instruction necessary for normal growth in the Christian life. 

3. Offer corrective teaching on issues of particular need. 

4. Connect the teachings of the epistles with stories from the Old Testament, the Gospels, 

Acts, and other selected portions of Scripture, such as wisdom literature. 

5. Complete the biblical story by sharing the basic events of the end times. 

6. Present prophecies related to Jesus’ return and their impending fulfillment. 

7. Encourage the church to remain faithful to Christ even in the face of persecution. 

8. Describe the ultimate punishment of unbelievers, Satan, and his allies. 

9. Describe the heavenly reward and fellowship with God awaiting believers. 

10. Glorify the Lamb who was slain and then raised from death to victory. 

11. Affirm the sovereignty of God over all of history and all the created order. 

12. Lead believers to celebrate the victory that is theirs in Christ Jesus. 

With immature believers, it is generally best to deal with the most relevant teachings of 

the epistles first. Normally these are the teachings that help Christians develop Christ-like 

character and a correct understanding of the Christian faith. Such themes may include prayer, 

living by faith, giving joyfully, worshiping with others in spirit and truth, sharing their faith, 

salvation as a work of grace, the ongoing struggle between the flesh and the Spirit, spiritual 

warfare, the body as the temple of the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts, ministering to others, bearing 

                                                
4This list combines objectives for what Slack and Terry call the “characterization track” 

and the “end times track” of biblical stories. See James B. Slack and J. O. Terry, “Chronological 
Bible Storying: A Methodology for Presenting the Gospel” (Richmond: International Mission 
Board, 1999), 39-40. 
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spiritual fruit, warnings against returning to old ways, warnings about false teachers, a 

Christian’s attitudes and relationships, and Christ the superior High Priest. These comprise what 

Slack and Terry call the “characterization track.”5 

                                                
5See Appendix A for a list of suggested topics and Scripture passages for helping 

Christians develop Christ-like character. 

A series of stories about the basic events of the end times rounds out the story of the 

Bible. The story of John’s vision of Jesus (Rev. 1:1-20) and the stories of the seven churches of 

Asia Minor (Rev. 2-3) give more detail about Jesus’ ongoing involvement with his followers. 

The stories of the seven churches remind believers to remain true to Christ even if they face 

hardship and persecution. Jesus will ultimately triumph and reward those who stand firm in their 

faith. Other stories drawn from Revelation include the exaltation of the Lamb (4:1-5:14), the 

defeat of Satan (12:7-12; 20:1-3, 7-10), the resurrection and judgment of the dead (20:4-6, 11-

15), the new heaven and new earth (21:1-5, 22-27; 22:1-5), and the promised return of Jesus 

(22:12, 20). The Gospels contain a number of stories pertaining to the end times, such as the 

series of parables in Mt. 24:42-25:46 about the two stewards, the ten virgins, the talents, and the 

separation of the sheep from the goats. These stories can also be used.  

Options in Approach 

It may not be evident at first glance, but the epistles really do have a significant narrative 

element. Each of the epistles arose out of some historical context (its setting), involved a writer 

and recipient(s) (its characters), and sought to meet some need(s) or solve some problem(s) that 

had arisen (its plot). So at least the basic elements of a story are there in each epistle, though 

admittedly they are often in the background.  

Beyond that, the epistles arose from a narrative background, as New Testament scholar 
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Ben Witherington, III insists: 

All Paul’s ideas, all his arguments, all his practical advice, all his social arrangements are 

ultimately grounded in a story, a great deal of which is told in the Hebrew scriptures, but 

some of which is oral tradition reflecting developments that happened after Old 

Testament times. Paul’s thought, including both theology and ethics, is grounded in a 

grand narrative and in a story that has continued to develop out of that narrative.6   

When Paul wrote his letters, for instance, surely the Spirit led him to draw on his knowledge of 

the Old Testament, the life of Jesus, and the initial growth of Christianity. These sources are 

primarily narrative. The principles Paul sets forth usually have their roots in the historical events 

that are recorded in Scripture as narratives. In fact, New Testament scholar N. T. Wright 

suggests that Paul’s theological language, such as his references to the cross and resurrection, is 

a shorthand way of referring to stories. “The apostle’s most emphatically ‘theological’ 

statements and arguments are in fact expressions of the essentially Jewish story now redrawn 

around Jesus.”7 So even the epistles have a more narrative character than is often recognized. If 

they do not seem on the surface to be stories, they nonetheless have many stories lying behind 

the principles that they articulate. There are multiple ways of utilizing the narrative elements in 

the epistle as vehicles for teaching its ideas to oral communicators. 

Narrating the Larger Story of the Epistle 

                                                
6Ben Witherington, III, Paul’s Narrative Thought World: The Tapestry of Tragedy and 

Triumph (Louisville: John Knox, 1994), 2 (his emphasis).  

7N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992), 
79 (his emphasis). 

One approach is to present the teachings of the epistles in such a way that the epistle’s 
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own larger narrative shines through. This approach focuses on the story of the writing of the 

letter itself: who wrote it, to whom, under what circumstances, to what end, with what outcome. 

Paul’s instruction to Philemon can easily be presented in a story form. His letters to Corinth, to 

the churches of Galatia, and to Philippi also lend themselves to this approach. The various topics 

that he discusses are treated as conflicts around which the plot revolves. The story recreates the 

historical setting in which questions arose about, say, eating meat offered to idols or speaking in 

tongues, then presents the biblical author’s instructions. Admittedly this takes a bit more work 

than telling the story of David and Goliath, but it can be done.  

This approach often works best when the epistles are integrated with the book of Acts.8 

For example, it is possible to deal with the issue of dissension and selfishness as discussed in 

                                                
8For a detailed example of how the epistles’ teaching can be integrated with the story of 

Acts, see Appendix B. Anyone integrating Acts and the epistles must decide when to bring the 
teachings of the various epistles into the Acts chronology. Doing so requires making numerous 
decisions about the purpose(s) and the date and place of writing of the epistles as well as their 
recipients’ identity. There are at least three options for integrating the epistles into the Acts 
chronology. These options can be illustrated by reference to the epistle to the Galatians. (1) It is 
possible to present teachings from the book of Galatians in conjunction with the story of Paul’s 
visit to Galatia. Doing so has the advantage of keeping the Galatian story intact for the hearers, 
but it violates the chronology somewhat. Additionally, some epistles were written to people 
whom the author had never met, so this approach will not work for every epistle. It is also a 
problem when the identity of the author is in question. (2) A more chronologically exact 
approach would be to introduce the content of the epistle to the Galatians at the point in the 
chronology when it was written. But this approach is more of a burden on the listeners because it 
separates the parts of the Galatia story. This problem becomes even more acute when dealing 
with the Prison Epistles (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon), which are generally 
believed to have been written during the same period. Asking oral communicators to keep all of 
those teachings connected with their recipients is expecting a lot. (3) The teachings of the epistle 
can be introduced at the time in the church’s development when it faced the issues that the 
epistle addresses. So Paul’s strong words in Galatians about Judaizing tendencies can be 
connected with the debate in Jerusalem about the entrance of Gentiles into Christianity. It is 
likely that Paul’s views on the Judaizers were formulated earlier than his writings about them. 
Each of the three ways of integrating the epistles into the chronology of Acts has merit; a 
combination of the three would be desirable.  



 
 7 

Philippians by connecting it with Paul’s visit to Philippi (Acts 16:11-40). After retelling the 

story of the founding of the church in Philippi, a storyer might continue: 

So from its beginning the church in Philippi had a diverse membership. It 
included a cloth-seller named Lydia and a slave girl from whom Paul had cast out a 
spirit. It included the Philippian jailer and his household, plus others. The church was 
strong in its faith and generous toward Paul. Several times they sent him money to 
support his ministry. He visited them whenever he could and they always enjoyed seeing 
him again. 

 
But after several years a conflict arose in the church at Philippi. Some church 

members had a disagreement and it threatened to ruin the congregation’s unity and 
testimony. Someone sent word to Paul to tell him what was happening in the church. 
When he heard this, he was very concerned and decided to send a letter to the church. He 
himself could not go because he was under arrest for his Christian faith. 

 
So Paul sent the church a letter from the prison where he was being held. He 

asked Epaphroditus, who was visiting Paul from Philippi, to take the letter to the church. 
When Ephaproditus arrived bearing Paul’s letter, the church members gathered to hear it 
read. When the reader began, they heard Paul’s expression of thanks for their friendship: 
“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God 
every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus. It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my 
heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share 
in God's grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:2-8). 

 
People smiled as they heard Paul’s kind words. But later the letter included words 

of correction. Paul called some women by name. “I plead with Euodia and I plead with 
Synteche, to agree with each other in the Lord” (4:2). He called on another member to 
help these women resolve the conflict.  

 
Paul instructed the Philippian Christians that if they had the love that Christ gives 

and the fellowship that his Spirit creates, then they should agree with one another and 
maintain a unity of spirit and purpose. He told them that to do this, they must “do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.” In short, they should cultivate the same attitude that Jesus showed. 
Though he existed in the form of God, he laid aside his rights in heaven in order to be 
born in a stable in Bethlehem and become a servant, living as a man. He humbled himself 
to the point of dying a humiliating death in the public spectacle of crucifixion. Because 
of this, the Father has highly exalted Jesus and given him a name that is above every 
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name. One day every knee will bow to him and every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. This is the humility and selflessness that he 
said they needed. 

 
Paul reminded them that they needed to live above reproach because they are 

God’s children living among a crooked and perverse generation of people. They shine 
like lights in the darkness. Their unity in proclaiming the gospel was a wonderful 
witness. He assured them that God would help them in all these matters. This letter was 
read to all the Christians there. Thus each of them--including Euodia and Synteche--had 
to decide what they would do. Would they continue their disagreement in the church or 
adopt the attitude of humility that Jesus had? 

 
Obviously the story could be told differently. It could include more quoting from 

Philippians and less paraphrasing than is done above. It could include other verses from the 

book. Events might be presented in a different sequence. The story could be narrower or broader 

in its scope. Whatever the choices, the storyer would try to keep a narrative quality to the 

presentation and be faithful to Scripture. 

Retelling Stories Explicitly Mentioned in the Epistles 

Careful study of the major epistles of the New Testament reveals that they make frequent 

and important reference to stories from the Old Testament and life of Jesus. In fact the writers of 

the epistles often set forth their most important teachings through reference to biblical stories. To 

teach justification Paul refers to the story of Abraham being reckoned righteous because of his 

faith (Rom. 4:1-25, Gal. 3:1-7; cf. Gen. 15:1-11). To teach about the significance of Jesus’ 

death, Paul refers back to the story of Adam’s sin and its consequences, then the story of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection (Rom. 5:12-21). In his treatment of the place of Israel in God’s plans, 

Paul quotes from several stories about the patriarchs. In Rom. 9:6-18 alone he references the 

promises given to Abraham in two separate events, the stories of Jacob and Esau, a story from 

the wilderness wanderings, and the story of the plague of boils. Paul warns believers against 

moral complacency that leads to evil desires, idolatry, sexual immorality, disobedience, and 
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grumbling by recalling several stories from the time Israel was leaving Egypt and crossing the 

desert (1 Cor. 10:1-13). To teach about the significance of the Lord’s Supper he refers back to 

the story when Jesus instituted it (1 Cor. 11:23-34). He discusses the glory of the new covenant 

by extended reference to the story of Moses descending from meeting God on Mt. Sinai (2 Cor. 

3:1-18). His discussion of freedom in Christ takes him to the stories of Sarah and Hagar (Gal. 

4:21-31). 

When Paul states in 1 Cor. 15:3-8 the essence of the gospel he transmitted, it is 

inseparable from the stories that contain it: Jesus died for our sins “according to the Scriptures,” 

Jesus was raised from the dead on the third day, Jesus appeared to Peter, Jesus appeared to the 

Twelve, Jesus appeared to five hundred people, Jesus appeared to James, Jesus appeared to all of 

the apostles, and Jesus appeared to Paul the persecutor. It would be difficult to teach 1 Cor. 15:3-

8 without retelling the various stories mentioned, insofar as we know the details of them. 

 In addition to his references to the Old Testament and stories of Jesus, Paul also makes 

extensive use of stories and quasi-stories about his own ministry. Note in 2 Corinthians his story 

of an affliction that caused him to think he was going to die (1:8-11); his references to thwarted 

travel plans, previous letters, and completed travel (1:15-2:4, 12-13); the hardships he endured 

(4:7-12, 6:3-10, 11:23-28); his distress and subsequent comfort when he heard from Titus that 

the Corinthians had repented in response to his letter (7:5-16); the generous giving of the 

Macedonian churches (8-9); and his thorn in the flesh (12:1-10), among others. Several of these 

can be combined with accounts from Acts to create a more complete story. His epistle to the 

Galatians has a significant autobiographical section as well (1:11-2:21). Philippians has some 

brief but revealing autobiographical sections that could be related in a narrative form (1:12-26; 

3:4-16; 4:10-20) as a basis for important instruction. 
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 The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews alludes to a large section of Israel’s story in his 

opening sentence: “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times 

and in various ways . . .” The phrase “at many times and in various ways” spurs us to recall the 

many stories of the prophets and how God spoke to the Israelites through them. Hebrews’ author 

quotes from the Psalms but evokes the creation story in the process: “In the beginning, O Lord, 

you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands” (Heb. 1:10, 

quoting Ps. 102:25). His discussion in Heb. 2:9-18 implies knowledge of the stories of Jesus’ 

birth, temptation, suffering and death. In chapter 3 he compares Jesus to Moses and Jesus’ 

service to Moses’ service, then quotes Ps. 95 as it recalls stories from the wilderness wandering. 

His exhortation not to have a “sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God” 

(3:12) grows out of the wilderness wandering stories. His discussion of believers’ rest in chapter 

4 draws on the story of creation and the conquest of Canaan under Joshua. His discussion of 

Jesus’ high priesthood presupposes that one knows the stories of the creation of Israel’s 

priesthood and the regulations that governed it. In describing Jesus’ priesthood (5:7-8) he evokes 

memories of Jesus’ agonizing prayer in the garden of Gethsemane (Lk. 22:39-46). In 6:9-20 he 

gives reassurance that God keeps his promises. His proof is the story of Abraham. His discussion 

in chapter 7 of Jesus as High Priest draws on the story of Abraham and Melchizedek (Gen. 

14:17-24). Thus he continues, alluding to Old Testament characters and events frequently, the 

pinnacle being his discussion of faith in chapter 11, where he specifies nineteen OT people by 

name and alludes to many others. 

 When transmitting these and similar teachings from the epistles, it is helpful for the 

participants to tell the story or stories to which the epistle refers. If they do not know the story, 
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then the storyer tells it in full, carefully positioning it in the chronology.9 If they know the story 

well, a summary of the story may suffice. In the dialog that follows, the storyer will ask 

questions designed to guide the participants to discover the truths that the epistle draws from the 

story. When the NT writer supplies insights or interpretations that cannot be discovered simply 

by reference to the story itself, the storyer can concisely provide the additional information that 

the participants need. In doing so, the storyer will want to avoid lecturing or giving extensive 

exposition of the text that the participants will have difficulty grasping or passing along to 

others.  

Retelling Stories Implied in the Epistles 

 As noted previously, Paul and the other NT writers had the stories of the Old Testament 

constantly in mind, even when they did not quote the stories.10 It is often possible to discern 

clues to what stories they hand in mind and retell those stories to give context to the verses we 

want to teach from the epistles. Paul’s description of the people turning their backs on the one 

who created them and worshipping the creation instead of the creator (Rom. 1:18-26) recalls the 

first eleven chapters of Genesis. Story by story Genesis reveals how sin grew more widespread 

and callous. “God gave them over” describes what Genesis 1-11 depicts. The phrase includes 

                                                
9 At a minimum, experienced storyers will say, “Today I am going to tell the story of 

____. This story comes after the story of ____ and before the story of  ____.” In some cases it 
has been necessary to tell the entire preceding story, then tell the entire new story, then tell the 
entire following story in order to establish the chronological sequence firmly in the minds of oral 
people. After telling those three stories, it will then probably be a good idea to retell the new 
story before doing the dialog. Repetition is essential in an oral culture.   

10 The book of Revelation is remarkable in its relationship to the Old Testament. There 
is not a single explicit quotation from the Old Testament in the whole of the Revelation, yet H. 
B. Swete says that “it appears that of the 404 verses of the Apocalypse there are 278 which 
contain references to the Jewish Scripture” (Henry Barclay Swete, The Apocalypse of St John, 
3rd ed. (London: Macmillan and Co., 1909), cxl. Other New Testament writers are similarly 
familiar with the Old Testament, so it should come as no surprise to hear echoes of its language 
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much more than the events of Genesis 1-11, of course, but surely includes them. Likewise the 

reference in Rom. 1:26-27 to degrading passions and the desires of men for men calls to mind 

the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. With a group that already knows dozens of stories from the 

Old Testament, simply recounting Rom.1:28-32, with its mention of “envy, murder, strife, 

deceit, and malice” and “gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful” is 

enough to remind them of numerous biblical stories. The storyer can ask, “What stories do you 

remember in which people did such things?” The participants will name several such stories. 

They may even want to retell them. (It is hard to know an interesting story and not tell it!) 

Perhaps the storyer will tell a new biblical story or two in which these truths are evident. 

Eventually the dialog can continue along lines such as these:  

“Did God immediately strike them dead for committing these various sins?” (Sometimes 

he did, but not usually. Participants may want to retell stories in which each took place.)  

“When he delayed in punishing them did that indicate that he approved of these actions 

and attitudes?” (No.)   

“What does this delay show about God?” (He is patient. He gives people freedom to 

choose, even to disobey. He delays his judgment in order to give people a chance to repent.)  

“What do we learn about human nature from these stories?” (People sin over and over. 

Their sins get worse and worse. People use their freedom for doing things that God forbids.) 

“Do they choose these sins even when they know God forbids them?” (Yes.) 

“Why?” (Various answers: Satan tempts, human weakness, appeal of sin, peer pressure.) 

“Judging from these stories, if God gave people enough time, would they eventually live 

lives pleasing to him?” (No, they keep doing bad things.)  

                                                                                                                                                       
and stories in their writings.  
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“So what is God’s attitude to such actions and attitudes?” (He is angry toward their sin.) 

“Is he justified in his wrath toward their sin?” (Yes.)  

“Why?” (He has given every opportunity for us to change our ways, but we keep 

choosing sin.) 

“When people do bad things, do they also encourage others to do them?” (Yes.) 

“How do you think God feels about that?” (He’s even more justified in punishing us. It is 

bad enough to disobey him, but even worse to lead others to disobey, too.) 

“Is this true of just a few people?” (No. We are all guilty.) 

The discussion may range much further than this, of course, and that is certainly fine. 

Participants may have their own questions to raise. But these are the key issues developed in 

Rom. 1:28-32 that the dialog should be sure to address. Once the session ends, the participants 

should have a firm grasp of the central idea of the passage: God is justified in his wrath against 

humanity because we have used our freedom for sin of every kind. Plus they will have numerous 

biblical stories in mind which picture that truth in vivid, dramatic, and memorable ways. 

Using Biblical Illustrations  

A closely-related way to transmit the epistles’ teaching in conjunction with biblical 

narratives might be called “thematic storying.” This approach uses biblical illustrations along 

with principles from the epistles. These are stories that are not mentioned or implied in the 

particular NT text; they simply contain the writer’s theme, concept, or principle. The storyer 

identifies an important principle or theme in an epistle and teaches it by telling two or more 

biblical stories that demonstrate and confirm that principle. By this practice the storying group 

begins assembling a biblical theology. The more stories they learn about a given topic, the more 

complete their theology can be. The statements in the epistles provide guidance in identifying 
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the common elements that constitute the implicit and explicit theological claims. The epistles 

often provide concise summaries of biblical principles. These are excellent verses to memorize. 

Ideally the memory verse will trigger recall of the story (or stories) and telling the stories will 

bring to mind the memory verse. It is fun to test people’s ability to make these connections. 

With practice they will find other legitimate connections between epistles and stories. Thus they 

learn the key biblical practice of using scripture to interpret scripture.  

Using multiple stories to teach on a given theme certainly has biblical precedent. Mt. 13 

shows Jesus using a series of parables to describe the kingdom of heaven. Lk. 15 shows him 

using the parables of the lost sheep, lost coin, and lost son to encourage rejoicing over sinners’ 

repentance. Mark’s gospel contains a series of stories that show Jesus’ authority. He presents 

Jesus as having authority as a teacher, exorcist, and healer (1:21-34); authority to forgive sins 

(2:1-12); authority over sabbath regulations (2:23-3:6); authority over nature (4:35-41); authority 

over evil spirits (5:1-20); and authority over death (5:35-43). Collectively these stories give a 

powerful depiction of Jesus’ authority. They provide a solid basis for concluding that Jesus is 

indeed God the Son because he exercises authority that belongs to God alone. These stories from 

Mark (or many others like them) could be used to elaborate on and clarify statements in the 

epistles about Jesus’ deity, authority, or dominion. The statements in the epistles further specify 

the nature of the authority that he demonstrated in the events of the stories. 

It should go without saying that thematic storying requires that the biblical stories chosen 

do indeed address the theme. Thematic or topical preaching has sometimes twisted Scripture or 

made it a springboard for the preacher’s own opinions. Such practices are a misuse of Scripture. 

But thematic preaching and thematic storying can be soundly biblical if Scripture is interpreted 

accurately. Collating biblical stories that address various theological themes is a necessary step 
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in developing a solidly biblical theology.  

It is best if the truth to be taught is clearly evident in the biblical story. That way the 

participants can readily discover the truth for themselves. They go away from the storying 

session confident that God’s Spirit has taught them directly from his word. If the truth to be 

taught is not evident in the story itself, then the storyer must supply the background information 

or special insight that brings out the truth. For example, someone might want to tell the story of 

the testing of Abraham (Gen. 22) to show that God’s people do not make child sacrifice as 

others did at that time. But the practice of child sacrifice among Canaanites is not mentioned in 

the biblical story. If the storyteller provides that bit of historical background, the storyer, not the 

story, becomes the authority. When the participants try to tell the story to make the same point 

later, then they will also have to remember the extra information. This adds to the amount that 

they must learn. Additionally, the background information, if separated from the story, is harder 

to retain. To help their memories, oral communicators will often add the background facts into 

the telling of the story itself. But doing that adds things to their oral Bible that are not actually in 

the Bible. Thus it is best to select biblical illustrations in which the point to be made is clearly 

evident within the story. If background is essential for understanding the story—and often it is—

then the storyer gives the background information before telling the story itself. 

To locate biblical stories that address a given theme, it is often helpful to consult standard 

reference works: concordances, topical Bibles, lists of cross-references such as Thompson’s 

chain references and the Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, Bible dictionaries and encyclopedias, 

and books on the various themes themselves. Users of chronological Bible storying have already 
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developed some topical story sets; additional resources are in preparation.11 

                                                
11 H. Jackson Day has prepared and distributed materials in Portuguese for use in training 

semi-literate Brazilian pastors how to respond to typical questions and issues they face in their 
ministries. He suggests several appropriate stories for use in addressing each issue or question.  

J. O. Terry has prepared an unpublished set of biblical stories dealing with women’s 
experience of grief. Titled “Stories of Sorrow and Grief for Women,” it is designed for the 
purpose of engaging the attention of Muslim women who have the custom of telling their grief 
stories to one another. He hopes they might see that there is a greater power at work in their lives 
to bless and change their circumstances. Though “Stories of Sorrow and Grief for Women” is 
not intended to “complete the New Testament,” it is a good example of collecting biblical stories 
around a theme. It has both unity and diversity. The stories are united by their focus on sorrow 
and grief, but the causes of the sorrow and grief are quite diverse: family strife, barrenness, 
death of a spouse or child, moral failure, etc. They show the varied ways God responds to 
women’s losses. 

In doing thematic storying it is not necessary for the biblical stories to occur close to one 

another in Scripture, as in the examples above, though it is convenient when they do. The stories 

can be drawn from anywhere in the Bible. The stories will usually be told in chronological order, 

though another order sometimes works better. As the storyer introduces each story, he or she 

reminds the listeners where the story fits in the sweep of biblical history, then retells it. By 

choosing the stories carefully, it is possible to develop several facets of the subject. In the 

example above, Jesus’ authority is the central theme, but each story highlights a distinct aspect 

of his authority. It is instructive to notice the similarities as well as the differences among the 

stories. A passage from the epistles can provide the summary and frequently give more detailed 

instruction; the biblical stories show the principle in concrete human existence. The stories do 

not replace the passage from the epistle as the focus of study; they give a backdrop against which 

to comprehend the principle or argument. The storytelling and teaching from the epistle should 

be followed by dialog designed to insure correct understanding of the Scripture and its 

relationship to the Christian life. 

Using Non-biblical Illustrations  
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By the time a storyer gets to the “completing the New Testament” part of the strategy, it 

is often possible to incorporate non-biblical stories for illustration and application. In oral 

cultures people are accustomed to using a variety of stories to convey their ideas. They will not 

be surprised if storyers also use illustrations drawn from their own experience. However, if there 

is any possibility that hearers will not understand which stories are biblical and which are non-

biblical, then the storyer presents only biblical stories. But by this point in the process, it ought 

to be easy for participants to recognize the difference. Using stories from contemporary life 

helps listeners see the teaching in connection with their own situation. These stories should 

supplement the biblical stories, not supplant them as sources of authoritative teaching.  

Conclusion 

 The idea of “completing the New Testament” is to give oral communicators the essential 

teachings of the epistles in a form that they can remember, live by, and share orally with others. 

It is an extension of the concept of an oral Bible. We make no claim to be giving an exhaustive 

account of the epistles. Instead, we offer people a functionally sufficient knowledge of them. Its 

functionality lies in its truthfulness, relevance, and memorability. Its truthfulness depends on our 

presenting Scripture’s stories and associated teachings accurately. Its relevance derives from 

careful, prayerful identification of those teachings most needed by the people. Its memorability 

grows out of the narrative form that carries the conceptual materials. Our ultimate goal is that 

the oral Bible will accomplish the highly functional purposes for which Scripture was given, 

namely, “for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the [people] of 

God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16). 
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Appendix A 

Completing the New Testament: Christian Belief and Character 

Suggested Topics, Stories, and Scripture References12 

1. Put Right with God--Rom. 1:18-2:16; 3:21-31; 4:24; 5:1-11 

 Stories:  Abram Counted Righteous by Faith (Gen. 15:1-6) 

Abram Entered Covenant by Faith, Not Law (Gen. 17:1-27) 

Covered by the Blood of the Lamb (Ex. 12:1-13) 

Atonement and the Scapegoat (Lev. 16:1-34) 

Testimony of John the Baptist about Jesus (Jn. 1:19-34) 

Sinful Woman Anointed Jesus (Lk. 7:36-50) 

Jesus Predicted His Death as a Ransom for Many (Mk. 10:32-45) 

New Covenant at Last Supper (Mt. 26:17-29) 

Salvation at Cornelius’ Home (Acts 10:34-48) 

2. Dead to Sin--Rom. 6:1-14; 2 Cor. 7:10; Eph. 4:22-32; 2 Tim. 2:19; 1 Jn. 1:8, 9; 3:5-10 

 Stories: Jacob Put Away Idols at Bethel (Gen. 35:1-7) 

Israel Commanded to Consecrate Herself (Ex. 19:1-25) 

God’s People to Be Holy (Lev. 19:1-4; 20:7, 26; 26:11-18) 

Moses Reminded Israel to Be a Distinctive People (Deut. 26:16-19; 28:1-15) 

Achan’s Sin (Josh. 7:1-26)  

Healing at the Pool and Caution against Sinning (Jn. 5:1-14) 

Jesus Taught Drastic Measures against Sin (Mt. 5:20-30) 

Woman Forgiven and Told to Sin No More (John 7:53-8:11) 

Zaccheus’ Changed Ways (Lk. 19:1-10) 

Sin of Ananias and Sapphira Judged (Acts 4:32-5:11) 

3. Life in the Holy Spirit--Rom. 8:1-17, 26, 27; 2 Cor. 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14; 4:18; Gal. 5:16-18; 1 Jn. 3:24 

                                                
12Adapted from Slack and Terry, 46. I have added suggestions as to what stories might be 

used in conjunction with the passages from the epistles. 
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 Stories:  Joseph Interpreted Dreams by the Spirit of God (Gen. 41:1-57) 

God’s Spirit Filled Craftsmen Working on the Tabernacle (Ex. 31:1-6; 35:30-35) 

God Warned against Plans Not Given by His Spirit (Is. 30:1-5) 

God Promised to Pour Out His Spirit on the Remnant (Is. 44:1-6; 59:20-21; Ez. 36:26-27; 35:25-

29; Joel 2:28-29) 

Valley of Dry Bones (Ez. 37:1-14) 

Jesus Had God’s Spirit on Him (Is. 61:1-2; Lk. 4:14-21) 

Nicodemus Learned about Being Born of the Spirit (Jn. 3:1-21) 

Woman of Samaria and Living Water (Jn. 4:1-15; Jn. 7:37-39) 

Jesus Promised the Spirit to His Followers (Jn. 14:16-18, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7-14) 

Holy Spirit Empowered Believers as Promised (Acts 1:1-8; 2:1-41) 

Filled with the Spirit and Speaking Boldly (Acts 4:1-31) 

Selection of Spirit-Filled Leaders (Acts 6:1-7) 

Spirit Poured Out on Gentiles (Acts 10:1-11:18) 

Sent Out by the Spirit (Acts 13:1-4) 

4. Use Your Body for God’s Glory--1 Cor. 6:12-20; Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 4:1-18; Gal. 5:16-21; 6:8-9; Col. 

3:1-10 

 Stories:  Joseph in Potiphar’s House (Gen. 39:1-23) 

   A Chosen People (Deut. 7:6-11) 

David Failed to Use His Body for God’s Glory (2 Sam. 11:1-12:23) 

Daniel and Friends Refused to Defile Themselves (Dan. 1:1-21) 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego in the Furnace (Dan. 3:1-30, esp. 28) 

Jesus Challenged about Paying Taxes to Caesar (Mark 12:13-17) 

5. Do Not Cause Your Brother or Sister to Stumble--Gal. 6:1-10; 1 Cor. 8:1-13; 10:23-33; Rom.15:1-2 

 Stories: Solomon’s Wives Turned His Heart Away from God (1 Kgs. 11:1-13) 

God Judged Priests Who Caused Israel to Stumble (Mal. 2:1-12) 

Warning Against Sources of Stumbling (Mt. 5:28-29; 18:1-10) 

Woe on Pharisees Who Hinder Others’ Faith (Lk. 11:46-54) 
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Love toward the Weaker Brother or Sister (Rom. 14:1-23) 

6. Worshiping in Communion--1 Cor. 11:17-34 

 Stories: Jehoshaphat Called All of Judah to Worship God (2 Chr. 20:1-30) 

Restoration of Worship (Neh. 8-9) 

Jesus’ Custom of Synagogue Worship (Lk. 4:14-37) 

Worshiping after Pentecost  (Acts 2:42-47) 

Worship in Response to Persecution (Acts 4:23-31) 

Continuing Synagogue Worship (Acts 9:18-22; 13:4-5, 13-44; 14:1; 17:1-12; 18:1-11) 

Worship by the River and in Homes (Acts 16:11-40) 

Correcting Confused and Disorderly Worship (1 Cor. 14:1-40) 

7. God’s Gifts to the Church--1 Cor. 12:1-11; 27-31; 13:1-13; Rom. 12:3-21; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; Jas. 1:17; 1 

Pet. 4:10 

 Stories: Corinthians Had Many Gifts But Lacked Unity (1 Cor. 1:4-16) 

Corinthians Had Questions about Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor. 12) 

Misuse of Gifts Weakened the Church (1 Cor. 13-14) 

Paul Encouraged Timothy to Stir Up His Gift (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) 

8. Unity in Christ--1 Cor. 12:12-27; 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 13:11; Eph. 4:1-16 

 Stories: Jesus Gave a New Commandment to Love One Another (John 13:31-35; 15:8-17) 

Jesus Prayed for His Followers’ Unity (John 17:11-26) 

Jesus’ Followers Prayed with One Mind (Acts 1:12-14) 

The Spirit Created Unity among Believers (Acts 2:42-47) 

Believers Prayed in Unity and Shared their Goods in Common (Acts 4:24-37) 

8. Worshiping in Truth and Spirit--1 Cor. 14:26-40; 1 Cor. 11:2-16; Php. 3:3; Col. 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:1-6; Heb. 

10:25 

 Stories: Joshua Challenged Israel to Worship in Sincerity and Truth (Josh. 24:14-28) 

A Testimony about Acceptable Worship (Ps. 51) 

God Rejected the Worship of Evil Israelites (Is. 1:11-17) 

Jesus Rejected Temptation to Worship Satan (Mt. 4:1-11) 
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A Debate about Acceptable Worship (Mt. 15:1-20) 

Woman of Samaria Instructed about True Worship (John 4:5-26) 

Uninformed Worship of an Unknown God Corrected (Acts 17:16-34) 

9. Living by Faith--2 Cor. 4:16-5:10; Rom. 1:16-17; 8:22-25; 10:17; 14:23; Gal. 5:6; Phm. 5, 6; 

Heb. 11:1-40; 1 Jn. 5:4-5 

Stories: Heb. 11 suggests many stories which can be developed from the Old Testament 

Faith Brings Healing and Resuscitation (Mk. 5:21-43) 

Jesus Commended the Faith of a Centurion (Mt. 8:5-13) 

Faith in Jesus the Basis for Healing a Lame Man (Acts 3:1-16) 

10. Beware of the Influence of Unbelievers--2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; Eph. 4:17-19; Col. 2:6-23 

Stories: Joseph Resisted the Influence of Potiphar’s Wife (Gen. 39:1-210 

Israel Drawn into Worship of Moabite Gods (Num. 25:1-18) 

Intermarriage with Unbelievers Turned Israel Away from God (Judg. 3:1-11) 

Delilah Deceived Samson (Jdg. 16:1-21) 

Solomon’s Wives Turned His Heart Away from God (1 Kgs. 11:1-13) 

Ahab’s Marriage to Jezebel Led to Many Sins (1 Kgs. 16:28-33; 18:4, 19;19:1-2; 21:1-26) 

12. Joyful Giving--2 Cor. 8:1-15; Php. 4:10-19 

Stories: Israel Gave Generously for the Tent of Meeting (Ex. 35:4-36:7) 

David Provided Gladly for the Temple (1 Chr. 22:1-16) 

David and the People Gave Joyously for the Temple (1 Chr. 29:1-20) 

Restoration of the Temple and Priesthood under Hezekiah (2 Chr. 29:1-35; 31:1-21) 

Observance of the Passover under Josiah (2 Chr. 35:1-19) 

Jews Gave Generously after the Captivity (Ezra 1:1-11; 2:68-69; 6:16-17; 8:21-35) 

Magi Gave Freely to Jesus (Mt. 2:1-12) 

First Christians Shared Their Goods (Acts 2:42-47) 

Barnabas and Others Sold Land so They Could Give (Acts 4:32-37) 

Macedonian Believers Pled to Give Despite Their Poverty (2 Cor. 8:1-6; 9:1-15)  

13. Bear One Another’s Burdens--Gal. 6:1-10; Rom. 15:1-2; Eph. 4:20-31; Col. 3:12-14; 1 Thess. 5:12-15 
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Stories: Jethro Advised Moses to Enlist Other Judges to Share His Burden (Ex. 18:13-27) 

God Gave His Spirit to Others to Ease Moses’ Burden (Num 11:1-29) 

Tribes Were to Help Each Other Conquer Their Territory (Josh. 1:10-16) 

Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:25-37) 

Judgment of Sheep and Goats Based on Their Treatment of the Needy (Mt. 25:31-46) 

First Christians Shared Their Goods (Acts 2:42-47) 

First Christians Sold Property to Bear Burdens of the Poor (Acts 4:32-37) 

14. Richness of Life in Christ--Eph 1:3-23; 2:7; 3:8, 14-19; Php. 4:19; 1 Tim. 1:14; 2 Pet. 1:3-4 

Stories: Disciples Sent Out with Authority (Mk. 6:7-13; Lk. 9:1-6; 10:1-20; Mt. 10:1, 5-15) 

Parable of Friend at Night and Promise of Good Gifts (Lk. 11:4-13; Mt. 7:7-11) 

Withering of Fig Tree and the Power of Praying in Faith (Mt. 21:17-22) 

Servants Given Stewardship over Great Wealth (Mt. 25:14-30) 

Jesus Comforted His Disciples with Many Promises (Jn. 14:1-15:11) 

Pentecost Brought the Holy Spirit’s Power and Transformed Lives (Acts 2:1-47) 

Untrained Men Confounded the Religious Experts (Acts 3:1-4:23) 

God Performed Signs through the Disciples and the Church Flourished (Acts 5:14-42) 

15. Prayer--Eph 3:14-19; 6:18-20; Php. 1:3-11; Col. 4:2-4; 1 Thess. 5:16-18; 1 Tim. 2:8; Jas. 5:13-18 

Stories: Abraham Interceded Boldly for Sodom (Gen. 18:16-23) 

Moses Interceded When Israel Sinned (Ex. 33:12-23) 

God Refused Moses’ Prayer Request (Deut. 3:23-29)  

Gideon Asked for Signs in Connection with Prayer (Jdg. 6:36-40) 

God Answered Hannah’s Prayer for a Son (1 Sam. 1:9-18) 

David Praised God for Blessing Him (2 Sam. 7:18-29) 

God Provided More than Solomon Asked of Him (1 Kgs. 3:5-14) 

God Answered Elijah’s Prayer as Proof of His Power (1 Kgs 18:17-39) 

Returning Exiles Confessed Their People’s Sins in Public Prayer (Neh. 9:1-37) 

Parables on Persistence and Humility in Prayer (Lk. 18:1-14) 

Jesus Prayed in Submission to the Father’s Will in Gethsemane (Mt. 26:36-46) 
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God Gave Instructions in Reply to the Prayers of Cornelius and Peter (Acts 10:1-11:18) 

Paul Prayed for Removal of His Thorn (2 Cor. 12:7-10) 

16. Beware of False Teachers and Doctrines--Gal. 1:6-9; 3:1-5; 2 Thess. 2:15; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; 4:1-8; 6:3-5; 2 Tim. 

4:2-5; 2 Pet. 2:1-22; 2 Jn. 7-11; Jude 3-4, 18-21 

Stories: God Told Israel How to Identify False Prophets (Deut. 13:1-5; 18:20-22) 

Judgment on a Prophet Who Believed a False Prophet (1 Kgs. 13:1-32) 

Micaiah Vindicated against Four Hundred False Prophets (1 Kgs. 22:2-38; 2 Chr. 18) 

Pashur Judged by God (Jer. 20:1-6) 

God Judged the False Prophets (Jer. 23:13-40) 

Hananiah Judged by God (Jer. 28:1-17)  

God Protected Nehemiah from the Treachery of False Prophets (Neh. 6:1-14) 

Jesus Warned His Followers to Watch for False Prophets (Mt. 7:17-23; 23:3-13; 24:23-26) 

False Prophet Struck Blind (Acts 13:6-12) 

17. Fruit of the Spirit--Gal. 5:22-26; 1 Th 4:1-9; 2 Pe 1:5-11 

Stories: It is possible to find stories that illustrate each trait. Space limitations preclude doing that here. 

18. Church Leaders and Helpers--1 Tim. 3:1-15; 2 Ti 2:1-2; Tit. 1:5-16; 2:1-15 

Stories: Moses’ Call to Leadership (Ex. 3:1-4:17) 

A Leader Facing People’s Complaints (Ex. 5:15-6:43; 14:10-14) 

Sharing Leadership with Others (Ex. 17:8-13; 18:1-27; Num. 11:1-29) 

Jealousy among Leaders (Num. 12:1-15; 16:1-50) 

Gideon Chosen to Lead for God’s Glory (Jdg. 6:1-8:24) 

God Rejects a Disobedient Leader and Chooses Another (1 Sam. 13:1-14; 15:1-16:13) 

Jesus Called Followers (Mt. 4:18-22) 

Instructions for Service (Mt. 10:1-42) 

Women Helped Jesus (Mt. 8:1-3) 

Greatness in God’s Kingdom (Mt. 18:1-6) 

Selecting Additional Leaders (Acts 6:1-7) 

Leaders Set Aside for Their Task (Acts 13:1-3) 
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19. Facing Temptation--Jas. 1:2-4, 12-15; 1 Cor. 10:13; Heb. 2:18; 4:15-16; 1 Pet. 5:8-10 

Stories: Sin of Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:1-24) 

Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:1-16) 

Abraham and Sarah Deceived Others (Gen. 12:10-20; 20:1-18; cf. Gen. 26:7-11) 

Rebekah and Jacob Deceived Isaac and Esau (Gen. 27:1-41) 

Joseph Resisted Temptation (Gen. 39:1-20) 

God Gave the Law and Warned about Sources of Temptation (Ex. 34:1-28, esp. 12-16) 

Moses Warned Israel against the Temptation of Pride (Deut. 8:1-20) 

Achan Gave in to Temptation (Josh. 7:1-26) 

David Refused to Kill Saul (1 Sam. 24:1-22; 26:1-25) 

Through Abigail God Kept David from Succumbing to Temptation (1 Sam. 25:1-42) 

Satan Incited David to Sin (1 Chr. 21:1-28) 

A Father Warns about the Tempting Invitations of Evil Friends  (Prov. 1:10-19) 

A Father Warns about the Tempting Words of the Adulteress (Prov. 5:1-23; 7:6-27) 

Jesus Resisted Temptation (Lk. 4:-13) 

Parable of the Sower and Soils (Lk. 8:4-15) 

Rich Young Ruler Turns Away (Mk. 10:17-23) 

Satan’s Demand and Jesus’ Intercession (Lk. 22:24-32) 

Prayer to Overcome Temptation in Gethsemane (Mt. 26:36-46) 

20. A Chosen People--1 Pet. 2:4-12; Rom. 8:23; 1 Cor. 6:17; 2 Thess. 2:13-14; 2 Tim. 2:15, 20-21; Heb. 2:10-18 

  Stories: God Chose Abraham and His Descendants (Gen. 12:1-1-9) 

   God Chose Aaron and His Descendants as Priests (Ex. 28:1-4; 2 Sam. 2:27-29) 

   God Chose Israel Even Though They Were the Least of Peoples (Deut. 7:1-11) 

   God Chose Israel and Davidic Line  (2 Sam. 7:1-end) 

   Jesus Chose Twelve Apostles (Lk. 6:12-13; Mk. 3:13-19) 

   Jesus Told His Disciples that He Had Chosen Them for Fruitfulness (Jn. 15:9-17) 

   God Chose Paul as Apostle to the Nations (Acts 9:1-19) 

   God Chose Corinthians that None Should Boast (1 Cor. 1:26-31) 
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Appendix B 

Recommended Outlines for “Stories” of the Apostles13 

Themes 

Witness to Christ, the center of the Good News, and His continuing presence with His followers. 

Christ’s fulfillment of OT prophesies  

Christ’s powerful use of Peter and Paul in spite of their earlier failings. 

The invitation to believe the Good News and enter the Kingdom (often in Acts) 

Mission and evangelism in spite of persecution 

Baptism 

The Holy Spirit 

Discipleship and the Christian life 

The church without walls, growing in spite of persecution 

The early church: its life, order, worship, and fellowship. 

Trust in God and perseverance through trials 

Teaching on the New Covenant, salvation, sanctification, morality, last things 

The cross and God’s grace 

The missionary mandate 

Outline 

Verses:   Content: 

Ascension, Pentecost, Growth of Church 

Acts 1:1-end  The ascension; Replacement for Judas, who had died   30 AD 

Acts 2:1-end  Pentecost; Peter’s evangelistic sermon 

Acts 3:1-end  Peter and John heal man at the temple in Jesus’ name, evangelize crowd.  

Acts 4:1-end  Arrest of Peter and John 

                                                
13 This material was developed by Rick Brown and distributed in an unpublished form at 

a meeting in Cyprus in the 1990s. It is included here with his permission. This example is very 
helpful, even for those who might date certain events differently or choose to emphasize other 
teachings from the various epistles. 
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Acts 5:1-14  Ananias and Sapphira 

Acts 5:15-end  Peter heals many and is arrested. 

Jewish religious zealots persecute the followers of Christ 

Ac 6:7-end (15); 7:1 The church grows, Stephen is arrested and tried.   35 AD 

Ac 7:2-55  Stephen shows that the Hebrews rejected Joseph and Moses, whom God 

   had sent to rescue them, and are still resisting God. (Note vv. 2a, 5b, 9-10,  

   14-15, 17, 25, 34-39)] 

Ac 7:56-end,  Stephen is stoned, with the consent of Saul/Paul, and is buried 

8:1a, 2  

Persecution helps spread the Kingdom to Samaria and Ethiopia 

Acts 8:1b, 3  Saul Paulus begins to destroy the church, going from house to house. 

Acts 8:4-25  The Kingdom spreads to Samaria 

Acts 8:26-40  Philip and the Ethiopian (from the upper Nile) 

Saul meets Christ, travels 

Ac 9:1-22  Saul has a vision, believes, is healed, has ministry in Damascus. 35 AD 

Ac 9:23-25  Saul escapes from the Jews in Damascus. 

Gal. 1:17  Saul flees to the Arab kingdom (at Petra? Sinai?), returns to Damascus. 

Gal. 1:18a  After three years he goes to Jerusalem.     38 AD 

Ac 9-26-27  Saul is introduced to the apostles by Barnabas. 

Gal. 1:18b  Saul stays with Peter fifteen days. 

Ac 9:28-30  Saul preaches and is sent to Tarsus for safety. 

Peter heals believers, brings the Kingdom to the Gentiles 

Ac 9:31-end  The church (in Judea) continues growing; Peter heals many people 

Acts 10:1-end  The Kingdom spreads to the Gentiles  

Acts 11:1-18  Peter explains God’s acceptance of the Gentiles (could omit 5b-16) 

A Gentile Church is planted at Antioch: Peter escapes prison 

Ac 11:19-end  Barnabas and Saul at Antioch, “Christians,” famine aid  43 AD 

Acts 12:1-24  Arrest and deliverance of Peter; death of Herod.   44 AD 
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Acts 12:25  Barnabas and Saul return to Antioch after visit to Jerusalem. (optional) 

[Peter leaves Jerusalem to evangelize elsewhere; James is elder in Jerusalem.] 

James writes a letter to God’s people throughout the earth 

Jas 1:1-4  James writes to Christians, saying that trials build maturity  45-49 AD 

Jas 1:12-15  Blessed is the one who perseveres. Temptation comes from evil desires.  

Jas 1:19-27  Obey God’s Word and guard what you say. 

Jas 2:1-12  Follow the Law of the Kingdom, to love others equally, with kindness. 

Jas 3:13-17  Wisdom imparted by God leads to humility, not ambition.  

Jas 4:1-4  Conflicts arise because out of love for the world and what is in it. 

Jas 4:7-16  Submit yourselves therefore to God and resist the devil; be humble 

Jas 5:13-16-18  Pray, sing, call the elders to pray for healing for you who are ill; confess. 

Saul and Barnabas at Antioch, the worship there, the call to their first missionary journey 

Ac 13:1-12  The church sends Saul and Barnabas as missionaries to Cyprus 

Ac 13:13-52  They preach in synagogue; Gentiles believe but not Jews 

Ro 11:1, 5, 11, 25 Israelites are hardened until the full number of Gentiles enter the Kingdom.  

Ac 14:1-22  They preach, suffer, and plant churches in towns of Galatia. 

Paul teaches the new churches 

Gal 3:26-29  You are no longer slaves but sons to God. 

Gal 4:1-7  God has sent His Spirit. 

Gal 5:16-end  Live by the Spirit; the flesh is crucified; acts of flesh vs. fruit of the Spirit. 

Gal 6:1-10  Restore sinners gently. Test your own actions. Do good to all. 

Ac 14:23-end  Paul and Barnabas appoint elders, return to Antioch and report. 48 AD 

2 Co 3:5-18  The ministry of the new covenant is glorious, but the eyes of many are  

veiled. 

Back at Antioch, Paul debates about the law, speaks for grace 

Gal 2:11a, 12a  Peter visits Antioch and eats with the Gentile believers (in their homes) 

Ac 15:1   Jewish believers come and insist that the Gentiles must first become Jews. 

Gal 2:12b-13a  Peter and others fear and shun the Gentile believers 
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Gal 2:14-16  Paul rebukes him, says Jews and Gentiles are made acceptable by their faith 

Gal 2:19-21  Through the law I died to the law, and Christ now lives in me… 

Ac 15:2a  Paul and Barnabas dispute with the Judaizers from Judea. Paul says: 

Ro 2:17-29  One is made acceptable in the heart, by the Spirit, not by physical observances 

Ro 3:1-10  Paul debates with a Judaizer regarding the sin, grace, and law 

Ro 3:20-30  Paul explains that death came by sin, but salvation by faith in Christ 

Ro 7:7-13  The law is holy; it makes one aware of sin. 

Ro 6:12-23  We are no longer under law but under God’s grace; eternal life is a gift. 

The issue is referred to a conference in Jerusalem 

Ac 15:2b-40a  They go to Jerusalem and the council of elders resolves the issue. 50 AD 

Paul and Silas undertake a second missionary journey, go to Philippi 

Ac 15:36-end  Barnabas & John Mark go to Cyprus, Paul & Silas to Syria-Cilicia 50 AD 

Ac 16:1-15  They visit the churches, read letter, preach at Philippi, plant church there 

Php 1:9-11  Paul prays for the Philippian believers. 

Php 2:2-11  Paul exhorts the Philippian believers to love and Christ-like humility. 

Ac 16:16-34  Paul and Silas are imprisoned, sing hymns, earthquake, jailer believes 

Ac 16:35-end  The magistrates release them; they go to Lydia’s house and preach. 

Php 1:27-29  Paul exhorts them to stand firm when they are called to suffer. 

Php 4:4-9  … Do not be anxious about anything, but by prayer…with thanksgiving 

Paul preaches in Thessalonica 

Ac 17:1-9  They preach in Thessalonica; suffer persecution, are released. 

1 Th 2:13-16a  Paul thanks the believers, warns about God’s wrath on their persecutors. 

1 Th 5:2-24  Paul teaches about the day of the Lord and ethical implications of salvation. 

Ac 17:10-32a  Paul preaches at Berea and Athens. Some sneer; others want to hear more. 

Ro 1:16-25  Paul teaches that creation proclaims God, but men choose to serve the creation 

Ro 2:1-6   So they have no excuse. But God’s kindness leads you toward repentance 

Ro 5:1-11  Paul explains the Gospel in detail. 

Ac 17:32-34  A number of Athenians believe and become followers of Paul. 
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Paul moves to Corinth, writes a letter to the Thessalonians on the power and wisdom of God 

Ac 18:1-5a  Paul goes to Corinth, makes tents, preaches, is joined by Silas and Timothy 

1 Th 1:1-7  They write to the Thessalonians, commend them for spreading the faith. 

1 Th 3:1-13  Paul rejoices in their faith and love and prays for them. 

1Th 4:13-17  Paul encourages the bereaved by explaining the second coming of Christ. 

1 Th 5:23-28  Paul prays for their sanctification, offers assurance, asks for their prayers. 

Paul preaches the message of the cross at Corinth, writes to the Thessalonian believers 

Ac 18:5b-7  Paul preaches in the synagogues; meets opposition. 

1 Co 15:3-10a  Paul’s message to them on Christ’s death and witnesses to his resurrection. 

1 Co 1:18-31  Paul explains why some people do not believe, summarizes the Gospel. 

Ac 18:8-11  Crispus and others believe and are baptized. Paul teaches for year and a half. 

2 Th 1:1-10  Paul writes a letter to Th. about their love and perseverance, 2nd coming. 

2 Th 3:6-16  Paul encourages them to a godly life.  

Ac 18:12-17  Unbelieving Jews take Paul to court but are unsuccessful.  51/52 AD 

Ac 18:18-22  Paul travels home to Antioch     52 AD 

Paul begins third journey, goes to Ephesus 

Ac 18:23-end;19:1-8 Paul leaves Antioch and visits Ephesus, preaches for three months. 53 AD 

Ro 4:1-25  Paul explains justification by faith through the story of Abraham 

Ro 5:12-21  Just as death came through Adam’s sin, life and grace came through Christ. 

Ac 19:9-10  Some of the Jews were obstinate, so Paul teaches at a school for two years. 

Paul writes to the Corinthian believers on Christian life and ethics 

1 Co 1:1-12  Paul assures believers at Corinth of salvation and urges unity   55 AD 

1 Co 3:1-4  “You need milk…You are acting like mere men, not spiritual but worldly.” 

1 Co 5:11  “You must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but it…” 

1 Co 6:9-20  Flee from immorality. Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Co 12:1-11  Paul explains that the one Spirit produces a variety of works of grace 

1 Co 12:31; 13:1-13 The most excellent way is love 

1 Co 16:24  Final greetings 
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Paul shows and teaches the power of Christ, many believe, some riot 

Ac 19:11-20  Through Paul God heals people and expels demons; many people repent. 

Eph 6:10-18  Paul teaches the believers to put on the full armor of God and to pray. 

Ac 19:21-end  Ephesian idol-makers start a riot. 

Paul moves to Corinth, writes a letter to the Romans 

Ac 20:1-3a  Paul comes to Corinth for three months. 

Ro 1:7-8   Paul writes to the believers in Rome    57 AD 

Ro 7:14-25a  Paul teaches that man is a hopeless sinner, but Christ has come to the rescue. 

Ro 8:1-5   There is now no condemnation for those in Christ; they live by the Spirit. 

Ro 8:28   …in all things God works for the good of those who love him, … 

Ro 8:33-39  we are more than conquerors through him …nothing can separate us… 

Ro 10:9-11  One is saved by confessing and believing. 

Ro 11:33-36  A hymn of praise to God. 

Ro 12:1-end  The body of Christ. Overcoming evil with good. 

Ro 13:1-2  Submission to those in authority. 

Ro 14:1-12  Have faith, but be sensitive to those with food scruples without judging them. 

Ro 15:30-33  Paul asks for prayer as he journeys to Jerusalem and Rome. Benediction 

Paul begins journey to Jerusalem, preaches at Troas 

Ac 20:3-7a  Paul leaves, avoiding a plot to kill him, and they go to Troas. 

2 Co 5:17-21  Paul preaches the message of reconciliation with God in Christ. 

1 Co 10:15-17  Paul teaches about the Lord’s table; the one loaf represents the one body. 

1 Co 12:12-18,25-27 Paul teaches on the one body of Christ, with no divisions. 

1 Co 11:23-34a  The Lord’s supper. 

Ac 20:7b-12  Paul teaches past midnight. Eutychus falls out of a window but is healed… 

Paul meets with elders from Ephesus, continues journey, hears prophecies of his arrest 

Ac 20:13-36  Paul travels to Miletus, meets with the elders from Ephesus, preaches. 

Eph 3:7-19  Paul encourages Ephesians, says he must preach to the Gentiles, prays. 

Ac 20:37-end  They hug and escort Paul to the ship with sadness at his departure. 
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Ac 21:3b-15  They travel to Caesarea, hear prophecies about Paul’s future arrest. 

Paul is arrested in Jerusalem, testifies to the crowd and to the Sanhedrin 

Ac 21:16-end  They travel to Jerusalem; seven days later Paul is attached and arrested. 

Ac 22:1-21  Paul gives his testimony to the crowd. 

Ac 22:22-end  Paul is almost flogged by the Roman soldiers. 

Ac 23:1-11  Paul testifies before the Jewish council, who become violent. 

Paul escapes a plot and testifies to the governor 

Ac 23:12-end  Paul escapes a plot against his life by being taken to Caesarea.  57 AD 

Ac 24:1-end  Paul testifies; he is left in custody for two more years. 

Ac 25:1-12  Paul answers charges, appeals to be heard by Caesar. 

Paul testifies before the authorities in Palestine 

Ac 25:13-end,  Paul gave his testimony before King Agrippa, Governor Festus 

26:1-end 

Paul journeys to Rome and preaches there 

Ac 27:1-end  Paul sails for Rome, encounters a storm, shipwrecks on Malta.  59 AD 

Ac 28:1-10  Paul survives a viper’s bite; God heals many through Paul. 

Ac 28:11-end  They travel to Rome, where Paul preaches to the Jews, then the Gentiles. 

 

Paul writes a letter to the Ephesians on Christian life and ethics 

Eph 1:1-2  Paul writes a letter to the believers in Ephesus, praising God  60 AD 

Eph 2:1-10  Paul confirms them in their faith, salvation, deliverance, and explains grace 

Eph 4:25-5:20  The Christian life. 

Eph 5:21-6:8  Godly relationships 

Eph 6:23-24  Benediction  
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