
A Case for Heart Language 
 
I always look forward to our Saturday night Bible study at Alejo and Vicki's house.  
There I disciple a group of 6 Aymara believers (all in their early 50's), who moved from 
La Paz (their homeland) to Santa Cruz, Bolivia, over 20 years ago. Only one of the 
women, Katy, still wears the traditional Aymara dress. I use Chronological Bible 
Storying to disciple them, taking advantage of the group of believers to test out our 
evangelism track. I learn so much about worldview through storying with this group. 
 
I don't speak Aymara well enough to lead a Bible study, so I tell the stories in Spanish. 
Since all the participants have lived here for a long time, they have switched to speaking 
only Spanish in their homes. They like to sing from the Aymara chorus book, however, 
and we laugh when we have to stop in the middle of a verse because they have forgotten 
how the song goes. 
 
Last Saturday, one of the men, Felix, decided to speak to me only in Aymara. He wanted 
to remember his heart language, and help me to learn a little. So, I suggested that I tell the 
story of Abraham's calling in Spanish, piece by piece, and then he would repeat it in 
Aymara. After a few minutes, and a lot of laughs when he said the wrong words, others in 
the group wanted to try out their rusty Aymara. When it was Katy's turn, I didn't think she 
would try because she never responds to any of the questions, and has never retold a 
story. But, to my surprise, Katy started from the beginning and told the whole story IN 
AYMARA! It was the first time I had ever heard her speak, and she had learned the 
whole story. She came alive when she had the opportunity to tell the story in her own 
heart language. 
 
The whole group enjoyed hearing each other tell the story in Aymara, even though they 
hadn't spoken Aymara in so many years. I think from now on, I will ask them to retell 
each story in Aymara. Even though I don't understand everything they are saying, they 
correct each other and keep the Bible story true to the Scripture.  
 
I know that now Katy owns this piece of God's Word in her heart. By the way, Katy is in 
her 50's and has never learned to read or write. She has never read the Bible. She is 
completely an oral learner. 
 
Chronological Bible Storying can be taught in a trade language. But what a difference it 
makes when the nationals tell the stories in their own heart language. I knew before, but 
now I'm even more convinced, that we HAVE to take the time to learn the heart language 
of our target people, even if they have forgotten it! 
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