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1870

James W. Gibson discovered the Snow Storm placer in 1870. Fairplay Flume, 
April 12, 1907

James Gibson, 33, carpenter b. Vt.; Isabella, 29, b. Wi.; Florence, 10, b. Ia.; 
Norman, 9, b. Ia.; Alvin, 7, b. Ia.; Clara M., 31/2, b. Co. 1870 Census   
www.members.aol.com/vikkigray

1872

Trust Deed.  Joseph S. Vanlelff (?) to James W. Gibson.  parts of sections 18, 19, 
20, 30  t9 R77.  known as Gibson or Snow Storm Gulch.  August 28, 1872 Book 
1 p.121 (Park County Clerk)

1883

A strike of mineral is reported in Snow Storm gulch near Cottage grove.  Several 
claims have been located by Jas. W. Gibson and George Miller.  (Fairplay Flume  
February 22, 1883,  February 21, 1936)

1902

A  company of Chicago and Denver capitalists have bought the Snow Storm 
claims and other placer ground 2 miles  below Alma, and have incorporated the 
Snow Storm Hydraulic company with a capitalization of $1,250,000.  The 
property of the company takes in over 2,000 acres of placer ground.  Snow 
Storm placer is said to be one of richest along Platte river in Park county.  
Machinery is to be put in place on property and preparatory work done at once...  
It is claimed that this is one of the strongest placer companies ever organized in 
the state.   (Denver Times  February 1, 1902  p.9)

Norman Gibson arrived from Victor and will remain here permanently.  (Fairplay 
Flume  May 16, 1902)

The work on the Snow Storm placer is being pushed along as rapidly as 
possible, about 70 men being employed on the 3 shifts, digging ditches, laying 
pipes, building cook and bunk houses, etc.  The cook and bunk houses are being 
built at Cottage Grove, near Alma and are nearly completed.  It is not known just 
how soon they will be ready to turn on the water.  
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Supt. Oscar Yokum of the Snow Storm Placer is in Alma every day.  Himself and 
Frank Loomis are pushing the work on the ditches and pipes near Alma ahead as 
much as possible.  (Fairplay Flume  May 30, 1902)

The eating house and bunk houses of the Snow Storm Placer are about 
completed and men will move up to their new quarters in a few days.  (Fairplay 
Flume  June 13, 1902)

Trouble between Snow Storm Placer people and their employees was adjusted 
yesterday.  The company now pays $3 for 8 hours.  (Fairplay Flume  June 13, 
1902)

Manager Evans and party, of Snow Storm Placer, came over from Breckenridge 
Tue. to inspect their property.  They are well pleased with the outlook.  (Fairplay 
Flume  June 13, 1902)

Water is now on at the Snow Storm Placer and the great pressure is evidenced 
by the forceful streams from the nozzles that tear up the soil, uprooting stamps 
and sending yards of gravel and gold impregnated dirt through the big flume.  
The improvements which have been made on this property within the past 3 
months are extensive and remarkable.  Good office buildings, boarding house, 
engine house, electric light plant, tool and supply storage buildings, and houses 
for men’s quarters are either completed, painted and put in commission, or near 
completion.  Pipes and hydraulics supply water at the buildings for domestic use.  
New flumes have been built and painted at the pits supplied with iron riffles --
sections of the modern rail system.  New waterway ditches have been 
constructed, much new pipe lain and the big main which crosses the Platte put in 
shape to carry its volume of  water.  The splendidly equipped electric light plant 
illuminates the mine and miniature mining village perfectly by night.  (Fairplay 
Flume  June 20, 1902)

Since the placer mines are shut down more attention is given to lode mining.  
This has been the shortest season for placers in our district in years on account 
of the shortage of water.  (Fairplay Flume  August 15, 1902)

O. B. Jackson was down from the Snow Storm Placer this week; having worked 
every day for nearly 3 months he concluded to take a little rest.  O. B. says Snow 
Storm people have plenty of water now and prospects are good for running the 
placer for some time.  (Fairplay Flume  August 29, 1902)

Wm. Collins of Storn Storm was down yesterday.  (Fairplay Flume  September 5, 
1902)

Snowstorm placer is making unusually good progress since rain, at washing 
gold, and at the same time important development is being inaugurated.  
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Improvements are under way at the Kansas and Colorado company’s placer, 
south of Fairplay, and a heavy gold tonnage is promised from this pit next 
season.  (Denver Times  September 24, 1902  p. 11)

Snow Storm directors left for the east yesterday.  (Fairplay Flume  October 3, 
1902)

Snow Storm Placer shut down this week for the season.  They made a very 
successful run this season and feel well satisfied with the results of their clean 
up.  (Fairplay Flume  October 10, 1902)

1903

Snowstorm placer was hydraulicked.  (Parker  p. 42)

1904

15 men were put to work on Snowstorm placer Tuesday.  Oscar Yocum is 
superintending the work which has been under his management for two seasons 
past.  (Fairplay Flume  March 25, 1904) 

They expect to be cleaning  gravel by the 10th of May.   (Fairplay Flume  April 22, 
1904)

Herman Smith has resigned his place at Snowstorm placer and is now in the 
employ of Herman Bergstrand.  (Fairplay Flume  June 17, 1904)

Snowstorm company has been securing land and water rights in the vicinity of 
Montgomery.  (Fairplay Flume  September 16, 1904)

Bernard Cenac, the Frenchman, has quit the Snowstorm placer.  (Fairplay Flume  
September 30, 1904)

1904-1916 

MacConnell cut was worked.  (Parker  p. 42)

1905-1916 

Snowstorm placer was hydraulicked.  (Quarterly of Colo. School of Mines.  July 
1974)

1905

Not content with the output from the placer midway between Alma and Fairplay, 
plans are being made for working of the old Alma placer, opposite that town...   
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To get sufficient water pressure to work the mine to the best advantage, it will be 
necessary to construct a ditch 5 miles in length from the old Bemrose mill at the 
foot of Hoosier pass to the workings.  The water in the Montgomery Platte will be 
used and the pressure box located well up on the hill opposite Alma in order to 
secure a strong pressure.  Mr. Thorne will begin at once the work of surveying 
the ditch line and estimating the cost of its construction.  The ditch will be 10 feet 
wide and 3 feet deep and will cost from $10,000 to $12,000 before it is 
completed.  While the preliminary work on the ditch is being done, everything will 
be placed in readiness for early operations on Snowstorm placer.  Prospecting by 
means of drills, under Supt. Oscar Yocum will be begun as soon as the 
necessary arrangements can be made for shipping drills from Breckenridge and 
the ground will be thoroughly tested in time for early resumption of active work in 
the spring.  (Fairplay Flume March 3, 1905)

The long talked of High Line ditch from Montgomery to the Snowstorm will 
materialize this year... (Fairplay Flume March 10, 1905) 

Mr. W. E. Thorne, of the Snowstorm Hydraulic Company, with Charles W. 
Thomas and a party of surveyors, were at Alma the first of the week running the 
new ditch lines for the Alma placer.  (Park County Bulletin  March 10, 1905)

The placer people are getting preparatory work started both at Alma and at the 
Snowstorm.  One of the main improvements at Alma will be the new ditch, for 
which the surveys have been made and on which work will be pushed as rapidly 
as the season will admit.  The information given out that the Alma and 
Snowstorm will both work with full force this summer is very encouraging, not 
alone to the owners of those fine properties, but also to the people of Alma and 
Fairplay.  (Park County Bulletin  March 10, 1905)

Mr. W. J. MacConnell and Oscar Yocum of the Snowstorm, were on the Alma 
streets yesterday.  (Park County Bulletin  March 10, 1905)

The placer season at Alma promises to be good, as it is currently stated that both 
the Alma and Snowstorm placers will work with full forces.  Preparatory work is 
already under way and surveyors are busy running lines for a new ditch for the 
Alma placers, which will supply greater pressure to the giants.  This is a needed 
improvement and will enable that property to greatly increase its output.  The 
water system for the two great placer properties is now nicely welded, combining 
the flow, as needed, from the center branch of the South Platte with that of 
Buckskin and Mosquito creeks, and the properties should be able to make an 
especially good showing for this year.  (Park County Bulletin  March 24, 1905)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. is prospecting its ground below the Snowstorm 
pits worked last year, with steam drills.  The company it is reported, will put in an 
extensive reservoir up the Platte above Alma, this summer.  (Park County Bulletin  
March 31, 1905)
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A. E. Bussey is in charge of the steam drill at the Snowstorm.  (Fairplay Flume  
April 7, 1905)

On motion permission was given to the Snowstorm Hydraulic Company to drive a 
tunnel under the county road near the railroad track, on the Snowstorm placer.  
(Commissioners Proceedings)  (Fairplay Flume  April 14, 1905)

Two steam drills are now working on the Snowstorm placer.  Active work will 
commence as soon as the ground can be tested to bed-rock.  A 300 ft. tunnel, 
wide enough to accommodate a double flume, will be driven under the wagon 
road and the railroad track.  This will allow the company to work their ground 
without inconveniencing traffic.  The surveyors have been making good progress 
on the Montgomery ditch line.  A reservoir will be needed at the head of this ditch 
to regulate the water supply.  If the right kind of a site can be found, a storage 
reservoir that will hold sufficient water to enable the company to wash their gravel 
with a full head of water during the dry fall months, will be constructed.  (Fairplay 
Flume April 21, 1905)

Two steam drilling plants are busy prospecting the ground of the Snowstorm 
Hydraulic Co.  (Park County Bulletin  April 21, 1905)

A. M. Cameron, with a number of assistants, is working on the ditch which 
conveys water from the Platte to the Alma and Snowstorm placers.  The present 
work is opening up the ditch.  After this is accomplished it is said the ditch will be 
widened 2 feet its entire length.  (Park County Bulletin  May 5, 1905)

Oscar Yocum, former supt. of the Snowstorm placer, was in the city several times 
during the week.  (Fairplay Flume May 12, 1905)

Almost every idle man in Fairplay has secured work either on the Alma ditch or 
the Snowstorm placer.  (Fairplay Flume May 19, 1905)

Mr. H. C. Smith, of the Snowstorm, has been around looking after the opening of 
the ditches this week.  This part of the work has been vigorously pushed.  (Park 
County Bulletin  May 19, 1905)

The exhaust steam from the Snowstorm drilling machines frightened a team of 
horses belonging to Philip Hall on Mon., causing the animals to run away.  
(Fairplay Flume  May 26, 1905)

Mr. Wm. J. McConnell was in town from the Snowstorm offices last Fri. in 
company with Foreman Ward, late of Calif.  (Park County Bulletin  May 26, 1905)

The Snowstorm placers are now working 3 shifts of 8 hours each.  (Park County 
Bulletin  June 9, 1905)
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The Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. is working a force of from 50 to 60 men on 
improvements and preparatory work.  5 miles of ditches have been widened, a 
tunnel is being cut to extend from the pit borders of the property under the C. and 
S. Ry., to the Platte, and several crews are prospecting to bed-rock at various 
points on the company’s land with steam drills.  This rush of preparatory work will 
enable the pipes soon to enter upon a system of more extensive hydraulicing 
than this camp has heretofore known.  The head of water is fine and the season 
for gold washing promises to be long.  The property of the Snowstorm company, 
including the Alma placers, extends from the virtual head of the middle fork of the 
South Platte, 6 miles above Alma, down almost to Fairplay, a stretch of nearly 12 
miles.  It is entirely probable that the work of making improvements will be 
continued through the summer and fall, as new ditches to afford greater 
pressure, and more extensive reservoirs are contemplated.  The property, withal, 
is one of the largest, richest and most capable of extensive development and 
operation under one ownership in the state.  (Park County Bulletin  June 16, 
1905)

Messrs. McConnel and Warde, of the Snowstorm placer, were up along the line 
yesterday.  They report the placer improvements progressing nicely.  (Park 
County Bulletin  June 30, 1905)

The big Mosquito creek pipe line that conveys water to the Alma and Snowstorm 
placer ditches has been taken apart and will be rearranged after it is overhauled 
and put in good shape.  (Park County Bulletin  June 30, 1905)

Work on the Snowstorm tunnel is progressing nicely.  It is thought that the tunnel 
will be completed by the end of next week.  Then the gravel will begin to fly.  
(Fairplay Flume  July 7, 1905)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. has completed its tunnel from the location of the 
new series of pits to be washed, to the Platte river, and now has a force of men 
on the flumes.  This portends the early inauguration of gold washing by the 
company.  The ground to be washed has been prospected, and the steam drills 
are still carrying forward the work of prospecting other portions of the 
company’s territory.  All work is being done systematically and the property  
promises to be developed and operated on a broader and more extensive scale 
than ever before.  (Park County Bulletin  July 14, 1905)

The tunnel at the Snowstorm placer was completed last week and judging from 
the dirty yellow water in the Platte the giant hydraulics are now making the gravel 
fly.  An enormous amount of dead work has been done at the placer this summer 
and more gold than usual will have to be washed out to make expenses.  The 
Snowstorm is now insisting that the single men employed at the placer board at 
the company’s boarding house and his regulation has caused several employed 
there to ask for their time.  (Fairplay Flume  July 21, 1905)
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The Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. is now running water through the new tunnel, 
recently completed, "shucking" nuggets, the yellow coverings discoloring the 
beautiful waters of the Platte until for many miles down stream the river looks like 
a small grandson the Ohio.  (Park County Bulletin  July 21, 1905)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. is now operating its new equipment, washing new 
pits, sending water and tailings through the new tunnel leading under the C. and 
S. track into the Platte.  Rich dirt, this looks to be, and hints are sometimes 
dropped by miner men of golden nuggets, large and beautiful, dislodged from 
their rock matrices to find their second resting place on bed-rock or in the "quick" 
of the flume boxes.  The Snowstorm is a great mine and its operation is an 
enterprise of such magnitude that it is but beginning to be comprehended.  The 
local management is handled by gentlemen who are courteous and of high 
ability, whose best efforts are being given to the great enterprise they serve.  
(Park County Bulletin  August 11, 1905)

The Snowstorm placer is doing good work gold washing and with the many 
improvements made and much prospecting of ground this year, will be able to 
operate on a more extensive plan next season.  (Park County Bulletin  August 
18, 1905)

The Snowstorm placer will be in operation only a week or 10 days longer, 
although considerably more time will be consumed in assessment work.  
(Fairplay Flume  September 8, 1905)

The placer season is drawing to a close.  The Snowstorm, the largest operating 
placer property in the vicinity of Alma, has had a short season’s washing, having 
devoted the early half of the season to improvements and the prospecting of 
ground.  The pit washing since the pipes were turned on, has, we understand, 
been successful and satisfactory, and the property is in much better condition for 
extensive operation next year.  (Park County Bulletin  September 8, 1905)

Half a dozen men have received their dismissal from the Snowstorm Placer 
company within the last few days.  This probably means that washing will cease 
in a few days.  The water in the Platte is getting lower every day.  The company 
has had a very short run, a vast amount of dead work having to be done before 
the water could be turned on.  (Fairplay Flume  September 15, 1905)

The Snowstorm placer is making its season’s clean-up.  While no figures are to 
be had on the value, or will likely be given out for publication, the ground washed 
is thought to be very good indeed, some of the dirt washed being estimated as 
high as $20 per cubic yard.  (Park County Bulletin  September 22, 1905)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. has made its annual clean-up.  We understand 
this was a very good one, but were told:  "There is nothing for publication."  The 
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company is now engaged with a general line of preliminary work and appears to 
be in a very satisfactory condition of operation.  (Park County Bulletin  
September 29, 1905)

Joe Summers is again at work for the Snowstorm placer company.  (Fairplay 
Flume  October 6, 1905)

The Snowstorm placer company has laid off all its men and the property is now 
closed for the winter.  (Fairplay Flume  November 10, 1905)

Mr. W. J. McConnell, of the Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. will go to Chicago for the 
winter, returning in the spring to be again in charge of the company’s office.  Mr. 
McConnell has made many friends in Park county, all of whom hate to give him 
up, even for a winter’s season.  (Park County Bulletin  November 17, 1905)

1906

Mr. Geo. H. Evans, former consulting engineer of the Snowstorm Hydraulic 
Company of Alma, is now at San Francisco, Calif. from which place he writes that 
he expects to be in Alma soon after the opening of the placer season at the 
Snowstorm.  (Park County Bulletin  March 23, 1906)

The Snowstorm placer will have work under way very soon, preparatory to the 
season’s gold washing.  The managers of the company, we understand, are now 
on their way and will arrive to begin work by the first of April or sooner.  (Park 
County Bulletin  March 30, 1906)

Supt. Thorne of the Snowstorm placer came up from Denver Wed. to look over 
the ground preparatory to beginning the season’s operations.  Considerable ditch 
work will have to be don to insure the placer a good water supply and work on it 
will be started very shortly.  (Fairplay Flume  April 6, 1906)

Supt. Thorne, of the Snowstorm Placer, came out to the property Tuesday, 
returning to Denver yesterday.  Mr. W. J. McConnell, financial agent of the 
company is the arrive Sunday, and further information is to the effect that the 
company boarding house will be opened on the 10th.  This indicates that the 
Snowstorm will very soon be ready to begin its preparatory work for 1906 gold 
washing and also to enroll its force of workmen for the season.  As to the 
probable extent of the company’s operations this season, the Bulletin has been 
given no information.  (Park County Bulletin  April 6, 1906)

W. J. McConnell, financial agent of the Snowstorm Placer company, arrived on 
Tue. and is now located at company headquarters, 3 miles above town, for the 
season.  H. H. Ward, 1 of the bosses,  and his family came from Georgetown, 
Calif. on Wed., together with several prospective employees who are now 
located at the company boarding house, which opened up today with O. S. 
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Underhill, the veteran chef in charge.  Some repairs will have to be made on the 
big ditch before active work can be started at the pit.  How long that will be 
depends upon how hard the soil is frozen, but the preliminary work should be 
completed within a month’s time.  (Fairplay Flume  April 13, 1906)

Arkansaw Worthington will go the Snowstorm placer for the summer.  (Park 
County Bulletin  April 13, 1906)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Company is gradually getting its preparatory work 
under way.  But little frost is yet out of the ground and it will no doubt be several 
weeks before active gold washing can begin.  (Park County Bulletin  April 30, 
1906)

Mr. Worthington and family have moved to the Snowstorm placer where he is 
employed as teamster.  (Fairplay Flume April 27, 1906) 

Supt. Thorne, of the Snowstorm Placer, will bring his family from Denver and 
occupy the cottage at the Alma placer this summer.  Mr. Thorne states that 
certain operations will be carried on at the Alma placers, the extent of which have 
not yet been determined.  (Park County Bulletin  May 4, 1906)

F. L. Lindell joined the placer force of the Snowstorm Monday.  (Park County 
Bulletin  May 11, 1906)

The giants at the Snowstorm placer are getting in good work on the deep gravel 
beds of that property.  The season has a fine start and promises to be a busy 
one.  (Park County Bulletin  May 25, 1906)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic company is laying a line of pipe from the Mosquito 
ditch down to the Platte river, through the lower part of town.  (Park County 
Bulletin  June 1, 1906)

Mrs. A. Rost and daughter are now conducting the boarding house at the 
Snowstorm placer.  (Fairplay Flume  June 1, 1906)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Company is making fine progress washing gold and 
will no doubt have a very successful season, which the moderately cool spring 
will greatly lengthen.  (Park County Bulletin  June 8, 1906)

Pay checks were distributed at the Snowstorm placer this week.  Over 40 men 
are now on the pay roll and the management is working 3 shifts of 8 hours each 
in the big pit.  The company secured an early start and has an abundance of 
water with which to conduct operations, so far; the best clean-up in some years 
will be made, barring accidents.  (Fairplay Flume  June 15, 1906)
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Mr. D. O. Tiffany, of the Snowstorm Hydraulic Co., was a visitor of the mines of 
the company at Alma the past week, from New York.  (Park County Bulletin  June 
29, 1906)

The Snowstorm’s drills are now prospecting the company’s Beaver Park ground.  
(Park County Bulletin  July 13, 1906)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. is making an excellent run this season and its 
cleanup should and no doubt will, be a record breaker.  (Park County Bulletin  
July 13, 1906)

5 car loads of steel pipe will be in today and tomorrow for the new pipe line of the 
Snowstorm Hydraulic Co. to be laid from Buckskin and Mosquito creeks to the 
Alma placer.  The line crosses just below the southern line of the town.  (Park 
County Bulletin  July 13, 1906)

The Snowstorm placer is making a record run this season.  The Hydraulic 
company has its steam drilling plant busy prospecting its Beaver Park 
property.  (Park County Bulletin  August 3, 1906)

William Holthuson who has been working on the Snowstorm left on Mon. for 
Como.  (Fairplay Flume  September 7, 1906)

John Fortune, of Denver, formerly supt. of the Alma placer, was a witness here 
Sat. and Mon. in the case of O. M. Yocum vs. the Snow Storm Hydraulic Comp.  
(Fairplay Flume  September 14, 1906) 

Mr. Worthington, who has been teaming for the Snow Storm placer during the 
summer, and family intend to leave next week. . .   (Fairplay Flume  September 
21, 1906)

The placer season at the Snowstorm is drawing to a close.  An excellent run has 
been made and the clean-up should and doubtless will be a very satisfactory 
one.  During the year a number of valuable improvements have been made upon 
the company’s property.  (Park County Bulletin  September 21, 1906)

Mrs. W. E. Thorne and little boy left for Denver Mon. for the winter.  Supt. Thorne 
is still busy with the Snowstorm Hydraulic Company’s placer work.  (Park County 
Bulletin  October 5, 1906)

Mr. Worthington, who has been employed at the Snow Storm the past season, 
shot himself while hunting near Hayden. . .  (Fairplay Flume  October 12, 1906)

The placer season at the Snowstorm has closed and marks an especially 
successful one for that company.  Supt. Thorne of the Hydraulic company, will 
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visit Calif. soon.  Mr. MacConnell will remain at the offices yet, possibly until near 
Christmas time.  (Park County Bulletin  October 19, 1906)

W. J. McConnell, financial agent of the Snow Storm Hydraulic Co., left for 
Goldfield, Nevada, Wed. where he will remain for several months looking after his 
mining interests in that vicinity.  (Fairplay Flume  November 9, 1906)

Mr. W. J. MacConnell of the Snowstorm Hydraulic company, took his departure 
for Chicago yesterday where he will spend the winter.  (Park County Bulletin  
November 9, 1906)

Dr. Summer was called to the Snowstorm placer on Tue. to attend the little 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Gibson, who had cut herself badly with a 
butcher knife. . .  (Fairplay Flume December 14, 1906) 

Donald MacNeil Palmer, a mining expert of Calif., has been examining the 
Snowstorm placers this week.  John Fortune and W. J. McConnell accompanied 
him.  (Fairplay Flume  December 14, 1906)

1907

The great tracts of the Snowstorm Hydraulic company have been pretty 
thoroughly prospected during the past 2 years with steam drills, aside from the 
ground washed, and that company should now be in possession of a fair 
knowledge of the average wealth of its possessions.  In addition to the 
Snowstorm’s operations, it is not unlikely that the Buckskin placer may also get in 
line to actively operate its big property by the time the season opens up. . .  (Park 
County Bulletin  February 1, 1907) 

W. J. MacConnell was appointed receiver yesterday for the Snowstorm Hydraulic 
company of Denver, by Judge Riner of the federal court.  The order was made on 
the petition of the Milwaukee Trust company.  The Snowstorm concern owns 2 
properties, the Snowstorm placer and the Beaver Creek placer, in Park county. . . 
.  The Snowstorm Hydraulic company was organized about 4 years ago and has 
been operating, prospecting and developing for the past 3 years, having a new 
manager each year.  . .  Mr. W. J. MacConnell, now receiver, was in charge of the 
company’s books and was for a part, if not all the time, its fiscal agent.  In the 
beginning what was known as the Snowstorm and Beaver Park placers, both idle 
properties, were taken and considerable stock was placed, ostensibly for their 
development and improvement.  . (Park County Bulletin  March 8, 1907) 

No new development in the matter of the Snowstorm Hydraulic company outlook 
is at hand since the appointment of a receiver last week.  (Park County Bulletin  
March 15, 1907)
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"Mike" Elston, one of the genial boys of the Cincinnati and Snowstorm placers for 
past 2 summers, has located in San Francisco  (Fairplay Flume  April 12, 1907)

We understand that Receiver W. J. MacConnell, of the Snowstorm has been in 
Denver for some days; that he has stated to mining men up this way that he 
would be up and operate the Snowstorm this season, and that his company is 
daily expected.. . .  (Park County Bulletin  April 19, 1907)

Mr. McConnell is expected to arrive next week and start things moving at the 
Snowstorm placer.  (Fairplay Flume  April 26, 1907)

Manager McConnell of the Snowstorm Placer arrived from Denver last week and 
expects to get operations started on the placer at an early date.  (Fairplay Flume  
May 3, 1907)

The wife and daughter of H. S. Rowe, the former manager of the Snowstorm 
placer, were recently in a runaway accident near Manitou.  (Fairplay Flume  May 
3, 1907)

Receiver W. J. MacConnell, of the Snowstorm, was in Fairplay Sat. . .  Mr. 
MacConnell announced that the Snowstorm placers would work this season.  
Preparatory work will no doubt begin at an early day.  (Park County Bulletin  May 
3, 1907) Harry Savage is employed as carpenter at the Snow Storm placer.  
(Fairplay Flume  May 24, 1907)

Ben Carter has a position peeling riffle blocks for the Snow Storm placer.  
(Fairplay Flume  May 24, 1907)

District Court.   The case of O. M. Yocum against the Snow Storm Placer Co. was 
the only one tried.  This was a suit for wages and the jury found in favor of the 
defendant.  (Fairplay Flume  May 24, 1907)

Preparatory at the Snowstorm placers is starting up.  Lumber has been bought 
and men are gradually being put on the company’s pay-roll.  (Park County 
Bulletin  May 24, 1907) 

Considerable lumber is being handled to the Snowstorm placer from the Stanley 
lumber yard.  (Fairplay Flume  May 24, 1907)

Development work on the Snowstorm placer is progressing nicely .  New men 
being added daily to their pay-roll.  (Park County Bulletin  May 31, 1907)

The Snowstorm company now has about 12 men employed, getting work in 
readiness for the season’s run.  (Fairplay Flume  June 7, 1907)
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The Snowstorm started washing Mon. with a force of over 12 men.  It is said they 
are working in very rich gravel, which will make a prosperous season for the 
company.  (Fairplay Flume  June 14, 1907)

C. L. Phelps and Al Powell are day and night ditch walkers respectively on the 
Snowstorm placer.  (Fairplay Flume  June 14, 1907)

Ah Yut, the Celestial, now has a "contract" at the Snowstorm, and is reported as 
"getting the dust."  (Fairplay Flume  June 28, 1907)

The Snowstorm placer is working with a good force of men and a full head of 
water.  This will add more yellow gold to the output of Alma districts for 1907)  
(Park County Bulletin  July 12, 1907)

Jack Finley was down from the Snowstorm Sun.  (Fairplay Flume  August 9, 
1907)

J. V. Day is ditch walker on the Snowstorm Mosquito ditch.  (Fairplay Flume  
August 9, 1907)

The Mosquito pipe line for the Snowstorm placer sprang a leak on Thurs.  A force 
is repairing it.  (Fairplay Flume  August 16, 1907)

Buckskin and Mosquito are being drawn on heavily by the Snowstorm Co. to 
reinforce the failing water supply in their Platte ditch.  (Fairplay Flume  August 23, 
1907)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Company is pushing work at the Snowstorm placer as 
never before.  The season has been a fine one so far as water head is 
concerned and the company should have a good clean-up at the close of the 
season.  (Park County Bulletin  August 23, 1907)

1908

Work of getting the Snowstorm placer into shape for operation is progressing 
nicely and the water will soon be turned on.  (Park County Bulletin  May 8, 1908)

F. L. Lindell has gone to work on the Snowstorm placer.  (Park County Bulletin  
May 15, 1908)

John Bloom, blacksmith at the Snowstorm placer, returned on Wed. from a 
week’s vacation spent in Denver.  (Park County Bulletin  May 22, 1908)

Manager MacConnell the Snowstorm placer is as happy over the big storm as a 
Colo. farmer; in fact, he is twice happy because he is the owner of several 
hundred acres of "dry farm" land near Denver.  (Fairplay Flume  May 29, 1908)
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Washing was started on the Snowstorm placer last Mon. and the force was 
increased by a night shift last night.  (Park County Bull.  June 5, 1908)

There is abundant water in the Platte now and the Snowstorm is washing with full 
force.  (Fairplay Flume  June 19, 1908)

The Snowstorm placer, under manager MacConnell, is getting in its best season.  
The gravel is very rich; there is a good supply of water and the work is 
progressing in fine shape.  The Snowstorm is one of the best placer mines in the 
U.S. and this promises to be a red letter season for the company.  (Fairplay 
Flume  July 3, 1908)

Washing at the Snowstorm placer is going along nicely, the recent rains making it 
possible to put the night shift on again.  On account of the scarcity of snow last 
winter may tend to shorten the placering season around Alma.  (Park County 
Bulletin  August 7, 1908)

The season’s work on the Snowstorm is about to close on account of the 
shortage in water.  (Fairplay Flume  August 21, 1908)

The Snowstorm suspended operations for the season last Fri. on account of the 
scarcity of water.  (Fairplay Flume  August 28, 1909)

The plans now under way by the Snowstorm placer people will tend to make 
future seasons longer and better than in former years.  A number of men are 
engaged at the dam above Alma, and a storage reservoir will be constructed.  
This year the rain came late, following a scanty snowfall, which brought a dry 
season between the two.  A reservoir would have tided over the dry season and 
made it possible to wash much longer.  The work will be completed before the 
severe weather sets in, and, as the placer below town is all ready to start on, 
next season should prove a hummer.  (Park County Bulletin  October 16, 1908)

The Snowstorm Placer company is repairing their reservoir dam in Montgomery 
gulch.  Charles Phelps has charge of the work.  (Fairplay Flume  October 16, 
1908)

W. J. MacConnell has returned from a business trip to Denver and Ouray and is 
busy outlining operations of the Snowstorm placers for next summer.  (Park 
County Bulletin  October 30, 1908)

With dredge system of placer mining much valuable territory could be worked in 
this vicinity.  We hope to soon see the dredge used in mining around Fairplay.  
(Fairplay Flume  November 13, 1908)

1909
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W. J. MacConnell of the Snowstorm placer has arrived from Denver and is 
getting the placer in shape for the summer run.  The Snowstorm enjoyed a good 
season last year, but expect to eclipse last year’s output by a wide margin, as 
there is much more snow in the hills which will supply an abundance of water.  
(Park County Bulletin  April 30, 1909)

W. C. McConnel, Supt. of the Snowstorm Placer, arrived from the East and will 
begin operations in the course of a couple weeks or as soon as the frost is out of 
the ground.  (Fairplay Flume  April 30, 1909)

Work at the Snowstorm Placer reservoir on the Platte above Dudley is 
progressing.  When completed the water will form a lake of several acres, 
suitable for boating and yachting.  There is some talk already among the young 
sports of Alma of forming a yacht club and holding a Regatta on the lake the 4th 
of July.  (Fairplay Flume  May 14, 1909) 

The force at the dam above town belonging to the Snowstorm placer has been 
increased so that it will soon be in readiness when the water is turned on.  (Park 
County Bulletin  May 14, 1909)

The mixture of snow and rain of the past few days has caused a cessation of 
activities at the dam above town, being built for the storage of water for use on 
the Snowstorm placer.  The delay will be but temporary.  (Park County Bulletin  
May 21, 1909)

Water was turned into the Platte ditch of the Snowstorm placer on Wed. but 
actual washing will not be commenced until next week.  The Buckskin and 
Mosquito ditches will next receive attention.  (Park County Bulletin  May 28, 
1909)

The Snowstorm placer is working full force, 2 shifts doing the washing, while all 
the ditches are working.  Their electric light plant is doing full duty at night.  (Park 
County Bulletin  June 18, 1909)

Washing on the Snowstorm placer was resumed yesterday after a few days shut 
down made necessary in order to build the flumes up to the banks.  A big head of 
water is available.  (Park County Bulletin  July 9, 1909)

In a runaway of the Snowstorm team Pat Gibson got pretty well shaken up, while 
1 of the horses was pretty badly used up.  (Park County Bulletin  August 13, 
1909)

Supt. Frank Lindell of the Snow Storm water works reports a very wet experience 
last week.  (Fairplay Flume  September 3, 1909)
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The season which is about to close has been a very profitable one for the placer 
mines.  . .  The breaking of the dam on Snowstorm placer was the only obstacle 
placed in the way of that company to continuous operation.  This, however, was 
soon repaired and little time was lost. . .  A force of men are still engaged on the 
Snowstorm, and the opening of the next season will find everything in shape to 
turn the water on as soon as warm weather will permit.  (Park County Bulletin  
September 24, 1909)

Mr. and Mrs. N. L. Gibson were down from the Snow Storm Wed.  (Fairplay 
Flume  November 5, 1909)

The Snowstorm Placer between Alma and Fairplay is worked by hydraulic 
pressure and all other modern appliances and conveniences and each year 
brings good returns.  (Fairplay Flume  December 10, 1909)

1910

N. L. Gibson and family were down from the Snow Storm placer today.  (Fairplay 
Flume  March 11, 1910)

W. J. MacConnell, manager of the Snow Storm placer, returned last week and is 
quite busy getting everything in shape to begin operations for the season.  Mr. 
MacConnell recently returned from the Northwest Pacific coast country, where he 
spent the winter.  (Fairplay Flume  April 29, 1910)

Manager McConnell of the Snowstorm Hydraulic company arrived in Fairplay 
Sat. and is busy getting ready to commence operations at once.  (Park County 
Bulletin  April 29, 1910)

W. J. MacConnell suffered a painful injury last week by seriously straining the 
ligaments in his leg, which will disqualify him for work for some time.  He is in 
Denver.  (Fairplay Flume  May 6, 1910)

The Snowstorm people have the water running in all their ditches the earliest in 
several years.  (Park County Bulletin  May 13, 1910)

W. J. MacConnell, manager of the Snow Storm Placer, who severely sprained his 
ankle a couple of weeks ago, is still unable to get around on his injured limb.  
(Fairplay Flume  May 13, 1910)

Manager MacConnell of the Snow Storm returned home last Fri. and is still on 
crutches from his recent accident.  (Fairplay Flume  June 3, 1910)

A. Rabe is now holding a position at the Snow Storm placer.  (Fairplay Flume  
July 1, 1910)
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The Snowstorm placer constructed a new flume last week and have been busy 
this week on the clean-up.  (Fairplay Flume  July 6, 1910)

The Snowstorm placer is cutting the ground away between the river and the 
placer ground to do away with the tunnel under the road.  The road will be 
bridged across this cut.  At present find it necessary to use a part of the railroad 
as the regular road is impossible.  (Fairplay Flume  August 5, 1910)

The Snowstorm Hydraulic Company closed down Sat. after making a very 
satisfactory season’s run.  They have abandoned the tunnel under the county 
road and CandS track and now have an open pit which gives a good dump.  
(Park County Bulletin  September 9, 1910)

The Snowstorm placers are not being worked at present for lack of water.  
(Fairplay Flume  November 4, 1910)

1911

General Manager MacConnell of the Snowstorm placer arrived Sun. and will start 
work within a very short time.  (Fairplay Flume  May 12, 1911)

The school took 1/2 day off Tue. afternoon and walked up to the Snowstorm 
placer.  (Fairplay Flume  May 19, 1911)

Last Sat. the Snow Storm placer, after a very successful season, closed down for 
the winter.  Most of the men have been let out, only a few being retained to close 
up the work and put things in shape for the winter.  The boarding house closed 
Mon.  Manager MacConnell will probably remain here for a month yet, when he 
will go south for the winter.  (Fairplay Flume  September 15, 1911)

Norman Gibson was down from the Snowstorm placer Sat.  (Fairplay Flume  
October 13, 1911).    

1912

Norman Gibson, watchman at the Snow Storm placer mine, was in town Tue.  
(Fairplay Flume  January 12, 1912)

Will Holthuzen and Sam Harris are back on their old jobs at the Snowstorm 
placer.  (Fairplay Flume  May 17, 1912)

General Manager W. J. MacConnell of the Snow Storm placer arrived from 
Denver last week and at once put on a force of about 15 men to get every thing 
in shape for active washing as soon as the weather will permit.  The property is in 
good shape from last season’s work, there is a heavy supply of snow in the 
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mountains and everything points to an excellent season’s work for the property.  
(Fairplay Flume  May 17, 1912)

The Snow Storm placer has closed down for the winter months after a successful 
summer run.  (Fairplay Flume  September 27, 1912)

1913

Mrs. Gibson was an Alma visitor from the Snowstorm placer.  (Fairplay Flume  
April 18, 1913)

Manager McConnell of the Snowstorm placer has arrived and active operations 
will commence at once.  (Fairplay Flume  May 2, 1913)

Harry Michaels and Mrs. Michaels will run the Snowstorm boarding house again 
this summer.  (Fairplay Flume  May 2, 1913)

Water was turned into the Snowstorm ditches this week.  (Fairplay Flume  May 9, 
1913)

Elbridge Shackelford was in from the Snowstorm yesterday.  (Fairplay Flume  
May 30, 1913)

The Snowstorm placer started washing this week with a good  ?  of water.  The 
start was delayed a few days by a break in the main ditch near Alma.  (Fairplay 
Flume  May 30, 1913)

1914

Norman Gibson was down from the Snowstorm Mon.  (Fairplay Flume  February 
27, 1914)

Elbridge Shackleford went to work at the Snow Storm placer Mon.  (Fairplay 
Flume  May 8, 1914)

Mr. Eaton of the telephone co. and Mr. McConnell of the Snow Storm placer were 
Alma visitors.  (Fairplay Flume  May 15, 1914)

1915Mrs. Gibson and Miss Hazel Goodwin of the Snow Storm were Alma 
visitors.  (Fairplay Flume  January 8, 1915)

N. L. Gibson was in from the Snow Storm yesterday after a load of supplies.  
(Fairplay Flume  January 15, 1915)

Mrs. Gibson and daughter Isabell were in Alma.  (Fairplay Flume  January 29, 
1915)
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Messrs. MacConnell and Harry Michaels were in from the Snow Storm yesterday.  
Mr. MacConnell has a force of 10 men working and expects to start the placer in 
about 3 weeks.  (Fairplay Flume  May 14, 1915)

Mrs. Gibson and son Donald of the Snow Storm placer visited Alma.  (Fairplay 
Flume  October 15, 1915)

1916

Mrs. Gibson and children were Alma visitors from the Snowstorm placer.  
(Fairplay Flume  January 7, 1916)

Miss Randel and the Gibson children were Alma visitors from the Snowstorm 
placer.  (Fairplay Flume  February 11, 1916)

1917

W. J. McConnell was the Fairplay clerk for draft registration.  (Fairplay Flume  
June 1, 1917)

1921

Bodinson Manufacturing Company was organized.  (Articles of Incorporation)

1927

George Teter Jr. made a business trip to the Snowstorm.  (Fairplay Flume  May 
6, 1927)

George Teter Jr. and W. J. McConnell went to Denver.  (Fairplay Flume  May 6, 
1927)

1930Mrs. Norman Gibson’s daughter Mary and friend of Valverde were visiting 
friends here.   (Fairplay Flume  June 20,1930)

1931

The portion of the Alma road, extending from the foot of the hill at the end of 
Front street to a few hundred feet past the Snowstorm fill, which has been 
surfaced is in excellent condition.  The cost was equally divided between Road 
District No. 2 and the State Highway.  (Fairplay Flume  June 5, 1931)

Mrs. Greydene Smith, Mrs. Harding, Mrs. Gibson, Miss Margaret Cooper all of 
Canon City and Miss Hurley of New Haven, Conn. called on W. J. MacConnell at 
the Snowstorm Wed.  (Fairplay Flume  August 7, 1931)
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1932

The generator that belonged to W. J. MacConnell and was used to light up the 
Snowstorm placer pit when operations there were in their heyday was stolen out 
of the store-house on the MacConnell property.  (Fairplay Flume  December 30, 
1932)

1933

Snowstorm property was purchased by Timberline Dredging Company.  
(Neuscheler)

W. J. MacConnell (Fairplay) renewed his subscription to the Flume.  (Fairplay 
Flume  May 26, 1933)

1934

The Snowstorm Placer was thoroughly tested and many pits were dug and test 
holes drilled.  (1942 Mining Yearbook)

W. J. MacConnell began giving weather reports for Fairplay Flume from 
Snowstorm placer.  (Fairplay Flume December 14, 1934) 

Bodinson Machinery Co. became Bodinson Manufacturing Co.  (Articles of 
Incorporation)

1935

Keeler and Cunningham group did extensive testing of the placer ground 
between Fairplay and Alma.  This great placer area was thoroughly tested by 
churn drill and actual shaft work to bedrock.  The data gained by the summer’s 
operations is now being carefully studied and plans are being laid for the 
purchase of a dredge costing several hundred thousand dollars.  (Fairplay Flume  
February 22, 1935)

Cunningham Placers received $475,000 government loan to be used  for 
extensive placer development work on the company’s 6,000 acres of land 
between Alma and Fairplay.  The land includes the MacConnell group, the Old 
Snowstorm placers, United Real Estate and the Briscoe ranch.  (Fairplay Flume  
September 20, 1935) 

F. C. Carstarphen, E.M. of Denver, has just completed his survey of the 
Cunningham-Keeler placer properties along the Platte river between Alma and 
Fairplay.  (Fairplay Flume  November 15, 1935)
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MacConnell continued to give weather reports for the Flume the entire year.

1936

Warranty Deed - The Consolidated Placers Co. to W. J. MacConnell:  the Beaver 
Creek placer, et. al.,  Sec. 29, T9S.  R77W of 6th P.M.  (Fairplay Flume  February 
28, 1936)

Warranty Deed - W. J. MacConnell to George E. Keeler et al.:  Beaver Creek and 
Snowstorm placers; also other land.  (Fairplay Flume  April 3, 1936)

W. J. MacConnell left Snowstorm placer which he sold to Cunningham and 
Keeler.  He went to Denver.  (Fairplay Flume  July 10, 1936)

1938 

The old Stearns Dredge was dismantled and trucked over Hoosier Pass.  It 
started operations on the Beaver Creek section of the Snowstorm placer.  (1942 
Mining Yearbook)

The Bodinson Manufacturing Co. of San Francisco, builders of most of the Calif. 
floating plants and Harry F. England of Oroville, Calif., are largely responsible for 
the development of the boats now in use.  (U.S. Bureau  of Mines Information 
Circular  l7013)

Timberline Dredging Co. was organized in Morris, Illinois  (Illinois Secretary of 
State)

1941

Timberline dragline floating washing plant was installed.  (Parker  p.42)

The work of installing a dredge between Alma and Fairplay on a part of the 
Snowstorm placer was started during the year.  (Fairplay Flume  January 1, 
1942)

Philton Mines Inc. began its placer operations on the Snowstorm between 
Fairplay and Alma a few days ago.  They are operating 3 shifts and have 30 men 
and 7 trucks on the job.  S. R. Phillips is president and Herman Bergstrand is 
secretary-treasurer.  (Mining Record  June 7, 1941)

B and H Exploration Co. has started placer operations on working agreement 
ground of Tom Gow  in Snowstorm.   They are getting out 50 yards of dirt an hour 
in good paying quantities of gold running about an ounce per ton.  14 men and 4 
trucks are on ground between Alma and Fairplay.  Fred Coulson of Fairplay is 
manager of company.  Chas. Heinze of McPherson, Kan., Paul Brassfield of 
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Great Bend, Kan., and Ross Benson, of Great Bend are stockholders.  Mr. 
Benson is secretary-treasurer.  (Mining Record   June 14, 1941)

Several men are employed cleaning out the ditches for the new dredge to be built 
on the Snowstorm by Cunningham and Associates.  (Mining Record  June 14, 
1941)

1942

The Timberline Dredging Company purchased the Bodinson Dredge new in San 
Francisco, erected it on the Snowstorm property, and commenced operations in 
1942.  The dredge was fed with a 12-yard bucket Walking Page dragline.  The 
maximum digging depth was 40 feet and gold between 40 and 70 feet was left in 
the ground.  (Neuscheler)

A 10,000 cu. yd. capacity dragline dredge, also built by Bodinson Manufacturing 
Company of San Francisco, Calif., has been assembled on the Snowstorm 
Placer of the Timberline Dredging Company, between Alma and Fairplay.  The 
new floating dragline dredge will be fed by a Page shovel of the walking type 
having a 150 ft. boom and using an 8 cu. yd. bucket weighing 11 1/4 tons, empty.  
The dragline itself, without bucket, weighs 700,000 lbs.  The hull of this dredge 
consists of steel pontoons measuring 50 ft. by 86 1/2 ft. over-all, with a depth of 6 
ft.  The length of the stacker supporting a 42 inch belt will be 140 ft. . .   The large 
shovel will operate on a 60 ft. bank of gravel.  The dredge will float 30 ft. of water.  
The operation is superintended by H. J. Ackley of Grants Pass, Oregon, formerly 
superintendent of Atlas Gold Dredging Company.  The dredge was assembled 
under the direction of K. C. Royal of the Bodinson Manufacturing Company.   
(1942 Mining Yearbook)

Dredging operations will be started soon by the Timberline Dredging Co. at its 
new No. 2 dredge on the Snowstorm placer between Fairplay and Alma.  The 
dredge will handle 10,000 yards of gravel each day.  The No. 1 or Continental 
dredge which the company operates handles 4000 yards daily.  E. J. 
Cunningham, Engineers Bldg., Denver, is vice president and general manager 
and H. J. Ackley, Fairplay, is superintendent.  The company is headed by E. M. 
Lebold of Chicago.--Denver Mining Record.  (Fairplay Flume  June 11, 1942)

The Timberline Dredging Co. has completed raising its No. 1 dredge and expects 
to be ready to recover gold shortly.  E. J. Cunningham of Denver is general 
manager of the company which holds a portion of the Snowstorm placers 
between Fairplay and Alma.  H. J. Ackley of Fairplay is supt.  The No. 1 handles 
4000 yards daily.  The company’s newer dredge, the No. 2 in the same area, 
handles about 10,000 yards of material daily.--Denver Mining Record.  (Fairplay 
Flume  July 30, 1942)
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Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Ackley have decided to stay in Fairplay this winter.  Their 
daughter Barbara. . .  (Fairplay Flume  September 10, 1942)

The No. 2 Timberline Dredge which has been operating in the Snowstorm 
between Alma and Fairplay closed down for the winter last Thur. (September 10).  
(Fairplay Flume  September 17, 1942)

All of the dredges in this vicinity have closed down because of Government 
orders.  Some are retaining men for a time to clean up and make needed repairs. 
. .  (Fairplay Flume  October 22, 1942)

In October operations were suspended by Federal Order L208.  (Neuscheler)

Most domestic gold mines were closed by Limitation Order L-208 in the early 
months of World War II  (October 8, 1942) so that scarce equipment, supplies, 
and skilled workers could be focused on mining essential base metals.   (Bureau 
of Mines Mineral Yearbook  December 1992) 

At the time that the dredge was shut down it was having problems with boulders.  
(Mining World, January 1948, p.18)

1945

L-208 was revoked July 1, 1945.  Because of increased cost and rehabilitation 
problems, only a few mines reopened after the war.  (Bureau of Mines Mineral 
Yearbook  December 1992)

1946

The Timberline Dredging Co. has rented the Briscoe office building west of Dan 
Denny’s residence in Fairplay for an office.  Harry Hiner, Public Welfare Director, 
will resign his position on April 1st, and will be in charge of the office.  E. J. 
Cunningham, Manager of the Timberline Co., plans to hire men to repair the 
Beaver Creek dredge and the Snowstorm drag line between Fairplay and Alma 
and to begin operations in a month or 6 weeks.   (Fairplay Flume  March 14, 
1946) 

Above Fairplay, along the Alma road, the Timberline Dredge, with E.J. 
Cunningham as manager, has completed clearing and leveling a large acreage 
which permits the easy follow-up of the 7 yard capacity drag line.  (Fairplay 
Flume  August 22, 1946)

Article about Isabel Gibson’s 11th birthday party at home at Snowstorm placer  
(Fairplay Flume  October 17, 1946)

Operations were resumed in May.  (Neuscheler and Mining World  January 1948)
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Operations were resumed in May with a more efficient bucket and the problem 
with boulders appeared to be resolved.  (Mining World  January 1948)

Timberline Dredging Co.  135 S. LaSalle St.  Chicago.  F.M. Lebold Pres., A.G. 
Ballenger Sec.-Treas.,  Operating Office  1716 California St. Denver.  E.J. 
Cunningham mgr. Snowstorm gold placer mine.  Equipped with 10,000 yd. 
dredge and dragline.  Douglass Killin pur. agt.  (Mining World  1946  directory 
section)

1947

Operations were shut down in October.  (Neuscheler)

Wm. Houser, Master Mechanic for the Sunny Hill Coal Co. of Pittsburgh, Pa. and 
E. W. Stevenson, operator of Pittsburg, Pa., arrived in Fairplay Friday, and are 
dismantling the Snow Storm dragline to be shipped to New Lexington, Ohio.  
They expect to have the job completed in 3 or 4 weeks, if good weather prevails.  
The dragline was sold to a Coal Company in Ohio.  The Snow Storm expects a 
new dragline next spring.   (Fairplay Flume  October 9, 1947)

1949

South Platte Dredging Company operated its large connected bucket line dredge 
near Fairplay.  The other dredges in the district have been closed down - rising 
steel, supply and labor costs and a stationary price on gold.  (1950 Mining Year 
Book)

1958

Timberline Dredging Company sold Snowstorm property  to Kenneth Winchell.  
(Truskolaski)

Timberline Dredging Company was dissolved.  (Illinois Secretary of State)

1960

Last entry in San Francisco city directories for Bodinson Manufacturing Co.  (e-
mail from Bancroft Library)

1975-76

The dredge was renewed, painted, and floated as a stationary plant.  It was fed 
by belt conveyor during 1976 operations.  The Lessees, did recover substantial 
amounts of fine gold, shot-gold, and nuggets up to 1/2 ounce in the dredge riffles.  
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Some of the fine gold was recovered in mercury traps under the riffle races.  This 
amalgam was retorted and poured into 10 ounce ore bars.  (Neuscheler) 

1983

Zigan Sand and Gravel, Inc. of Brighton, Colorado, installed a new, stationary 
gold plant on the property during July-August of 1983 and operated for a total of 
about 2 1/2 months; and although the plant was an excellent one, it was not run 
long enough to achieve the expected recoveries.  Also, the plant was never fully 
operational in that the spiral fine-gold-recovery system Zigan installed in the 
recovery circuit was not placed into actual operation.  Zigan ran out of cash on 
July 9, 1984 and was forced to shut down the operation when the land owner as 
Lessor refused to reduce the land owner’s royalty which had been set as high as 
65% of recovered gold when high-grade placer was processed.  The excessive 
royalty combined with the minus-65 mesh gold lost to tails made it impossible to 
continue operations.  (Neuscheler)

1984

The heavy-equipment and gold-recovery machinery in the above-described plant 
were moved to other property owned by Zigan and sold during 1984-1985; 
however, the 26-feet high pre-stressed concrete building, the 750 amp 
transformers, power lines, the 4,000-foot-long, 10-inch pipeline, the 80-foot 
office/crew mobile home and other dwelling and storage buildings were left intact 
on the placer property and will go with the land at the time of sale to the 
successful bidder at the Sheriff’s sale.  (Neuscheler) 

1985

Fred Bodinson, son of founder, passed away in October  (www.lineages.com)
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Dragline Dredges Used in Calif. Gold Fields. by A.M. Wilson.  Mining Journal (Arizona). 
April 15, 1936.  pp. 5 and 28

Dragline Dredging. by J.F. Magee.  Canadian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy  Trans. 
v. 40  1937  mtg. October 1936. pp.117-25  Bul. 298  February 1937

Dragline Dredging Hits All-time High.  Mining World  February 1941  (have copy of 
pages 7, 16)

Dragline Gold Dredging. by G.A. Collins.  Canadian Inst. of Mining and Metallurgy  
Trans v.48  1945  pp.717-25 (Bul. 403  November 1945) 

Dragline Installation for Recovering Gold at Virginia City, Montana. by Arthur Corry.  
Mining and Metallurgy  October 1936  pp. 467-470 

Dredging, Evolving Art.   Mining World.  January 1949.  pp. 37-39.

Dredging for Gold in California - D’Arcy Weatherbe

Dutra Museum - no information 

Engineering and Mining Journal:   1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 
1946, 1948, 1949, 1952, 1954, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1985, 1986

Engineering Index:  1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935,1936, 1937,1938, 1939, 1940, 
1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1960, 
1961
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Fairplay Flumes: 1899, 1902, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913, 
1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1923, 1927, 1928.1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 
1935, 1936, 1942, 1946, 1947 (October-December), 1975, 1976

Floating Dredges Used for Mining Purposes. by Charles Romanowitz.  Mineral 
Information Service.  Division of Mines and Geology.  20.  1967.  pp. 82-87.

Gold Dredging Boats around Breckenridge, Colo. by Erl Ellis.

Gold Dredging in Calif. and Methods Devised to Increase Recovery. by E.S. Leavor and 
J. A. Woolf.  Am. Inst. of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers  Tech Pub 792 (Mining 
Tech)  February 1937.  18p. and July correction 1 p. 

Gold Dredging in Shasta, Siskiyou and Trinity Counties.  Calif. J. of Mines and Geology.  
April 1938  (have partial copy)

Gold Dredging in the U. S. by Charles Janin.  Government Printing Office  1918

Gold Panning and Placering in Colorado by Ben H. Parker, Jr.  Colorado Geological 
Survey  1992

Gold Placer Mining: Placer Evaluation and Dredge Selection by C. M. Romanowitz.  U. 
S. Bureau of Mines Circular 8462.  1970

Gold Placers and Their Geologic Environment Environment in Northwestern Park 
County, Colorado. by Quentin D. Singewald.  USGS Bulletin 955D  pp. 103-172.    1950.    
(have partial copy)

Industrial Archeological Society - website

Infomine - website

Metals Used in Dredging Industry. by H. A. Sawin and C.M. Romanowitz.  Mining 
Journal (Arizona)  July 15, 1938  pp. 3-5  (Yuba)

Mineral Belt by David Dingerness  vols. 1 and 2

Mineral Industry  1893, 1898, 1896, 1903, 1915, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938

Mineral Industry: Its Statistics, Technology and Trade during 1939.  vol. 48.  G. A. 
Roush, ed.

Mineral Resources of Colorado by John Vandewilt   State of Colorado Mineral 
Resources Board  1947

- !  - �28 28



Mineral Resources of Colorado by S M. Del Rio   State of Colorado Mineral Resources 
Board  1960

Minerals of Colorado by Edwin Eckel

Mines Handbook by Walter Weed.  1925 

Mines Magazine  1946, 1947, 1948

Mining and Metallurgy   1936, 1938 - 1948

Mining and Milling Methods and Costs in the Alma District, Colorado    Bureau of Mines 
Information Circular  7101

Mining Collection - desk at Western History Dept.  DPL

Mining Engineers Handbook by Robert Peele   TN151.P4    School of Mines

Mining in Colorado by Charles Henderson.  1926

Mining Magazine  (England)

Mining Methods and Equipment - Koehler Stout

Mining Record:  January through May 11, 1940; 1941   

Mining World:  1940,1941, 1942, 1946, 1948,1954, 1957, 1958, 1959

Mining Yearbooks:  1941,1942,1944, 1946, 1950

New Developments in Placer Mining and Recovery of Gold. by C.M. Romanowitz and 
H.A. Sawin.  Mining Congress J.  December 1940  pp.21-27, 28-29, 68

Park County Bulletin:  1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910

Patents Office Index:  1938,1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1946

Photos at DPL:  gold dredge Fairplay (X-60135); hydraulic placer gold mining dredge 
(X-60134)

Placer Gold in Colorado. by Edgar B. Heylmun.  California Mining Journal  July 1990  
pp. 72-75

Placer Gold Near Fairplay, Colorado. by Edgar B. Heylmum.  California Mining Journal  
January 1991  pp. 66-68
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Placer Mining for Gold in California. by Charles Volney Averill.  California Department of 
Natural Resources.  Division of Mines.  Bulletin 135.  October 1946.   (have partial copy) 

Placer Mining in the Western United States. by E. D. Gardner and C. H. Johnson.  U. S. 
Bureau of Mines Circular 6788  part III Dredging and Other Forms of Mechanical 
Handling of Gravel and Drift Mining    1935

Power-Shovel and Dragline Placer Mining. by E. D. Gardner and Paul T. Allsman.  U.S. 
Bureau of Mines Circular 7013  1938

Preliminary Geologic Map of the Alma Mining District, Colorado   Proceedings of the 
Colorado Scientific Society  vol. 12  #9

Quarterly of the Colorado School of Mines.  Gold Placers of Colorado.  July 1974.  pp. 
186-190

75 Years of Progress in the Mineral Industry: 1871-1946

Small Scale Placer-Mining Methods - Charles Jackson

Snowstorm Placer (report) - Len Truskolaski  

Snowstorm Placer Evaluation by Roger C. Neuscheler.  1984

So You  Have a Dredge Plan. by George L. Holmes.  Mining World.  September 1948.  
pp. 25-27.  (have copy)

Stampede to Timberline - Muriel Wolle

Stratigraphy, Structure and Mineralization in the Beaver-Tarryall Area, Park County, 
Colorado by Quentin D. Singewald   Dept of Interior   Bulletin 928-A

A Successful Dragline Dredge. by J. F. Magee.  American Institute of Mining and Metal 
Engineering  Technical Publication 757  November 1936.   

Suggestions for Prospecting in the Alma District, Colorado     Proceedings of the 
Colorado Scientific Society   vol. 13  #4

Surface Mining - Eugene Pfleider

Transactions of the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, v. 133.  
Institute of Metals Division  1939

USGS  photo library - has 3 photos of Alma and Fairplay placers   Singewald 5-7  1939

Western Miner  (Canada)
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INFORMATION AND RESOURCES NEEDED

Gold, Guns and Grass - Nutt  (F782.P3  Mines Archives)

History of the Gold Discoveries on the South Platte River - Luke Tierney  (F782.P63  
Mines Archives)

William J. MacConnell - background, ranch verify 1870 discovery of Snowstorm placer 
by James W. Gibson - mining claims in Co. Clerk’s office

Gibson family - Norman (son of James) and children (Isabell, Donald, Mary)

Mining Yearbooks:  1947-49, 1951-

Bureau of Mines Minerals Yearbooks   1942, 1946,  1956 names of dredge workers in 
1975-76

Denver Mining Record:  1942, 1946, 1947, 1975, 1976    DPL  has 1929 through 1941 
good quality photos of dredge, Snowstorm placer when in operation 1st dredge and/or 
dragline in area

Jack Burton - Alma, worked on big dredge

Roy Rizzardi - Silver Plume, worked on S, possibly helped put it together drawings of 
dredge 

Bodinson Manufacturing Co. - records, Calif.

M and M Mining Co. - Kenneth Winchell?  Colo. State Archives articles about South 
Platte Dredging Co.:  Denver Mining Record (May 4, 1940 p.1; May 3, 1941 p.8; June 
21, 1941 p.1; June 28, 1941 p.1; August 14, 1941 p.1)  old equipment catalogs

Bodinson family

Colo. State Archives has articles of incorporation for Timberline Dredging Co. and 
annual reports 1939-1958 (officers, assets, liabilities)

New Eldorado - Phyllis Dorset   F776.D67   Mines    978.8  Golden, Lakewood

Timberline Tailings - Muriel Wolle   F776.W664   Mines    978.8   Golden, Lakewood

Mining Year Book - Colorado Mining Assoc.    TN24.C6  M5    Mines Archives

Mining Year Book - Walter Skinner     TN13.M7    Mines

Cottage Grove
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