Fairplay Flume (Park County)
Thursday, January 12, 1893

MOST HORRIGLE DISA3TER.

A “Dust Explesion” ‘Enstantly hilis
Twenty-ieur Coal Minexrs hn
the fline at BRing.

At 11:35 o’clock on Tuesday wmorzing
o frightful explosion occurred in the Gth
level of the King csal mine, and . in the
twinkling of an ere every man but ona
employed in that entry lay & blackened
aud disfigured corpse. There were 25
men in the antry at the time and 24 were
kiiled. By some miraculous chasce Jim
Carmosisi escaped aliva, He was work-
ing at the end of the level farthest from
the exploded shot and nearest to the
slope, and was scated upon a lew box and
bending aver so that his. face was pro-

tected, Although psartially stanned by
the terrific cencussion and badly burn-

ed, Le managed te get ent to the slope,
stumbling over the bodies of one or two
loss fortupate whom he passed en the
way. Jtis believed that he may recover.

The explusion was io " that part of the
miae known as the south side of the 6th
level, nearly 1,000 feet from the surface,
Here Churley Antonelli had fired = shot
that did the mischief The air of this
entry is reputed only fair at the best and
was full of dust psrticles ready to be ig-
nited, end tha shot mentioned biaw eut
ioto the entry instead of expending its
force in breaking down the coal. It was
an errar of judgment en Aptonelli’s part
which sacrificed his ewn life and 23 of]

his cosrpanions.

The shock of the explosion was dis
tinctly heard threughout the mine,
where nearly 100 men were at work, asd
the slarmed miners ouickly made their
way io the surfuce. The shrill cry of the
alarm whistle had already summoned the
village people, and the wives, meathers,
fathers snd children stoed abemi the air
course below Marinella's and st the slope
with agonized faces, anxious yet fearful
to learn the truth. It was at first hoped
that all might be brought out alive, but,

alas! the fatal day bud come to King, |
The sceoe ot the surface was one that de-

fies description, as the men who were
safe appeared at the pit mouth, te pacify|

their luved ones and relicued to that ex-|

tent the terrible anxiely.

The location of the accident was soon
determived, sed velunteers prepared to|
go at once to the reccue of their comrades,
but it wus 1:30 in thke afterncon befora
the level cwnid be entered on account of
the bad air. A Mr. Ramer is given the
credit of saving the life of Csrmosini, the
one miner who survives. John D.Church-
i1l proved bimself & hero on this ogcas-
iem, pever resting uatil the lsst bodyr bad
hean tsken {rem the mime. Mrs. W,

Griffin and Mrs. E. Griflio, threw open
their house for the day and night; pro

viding the rescuing parties with foed and
encouragement between their trips. The
first bodr brought to the zurface was that
of Andrew Anderson, whe had uo rela
tives here, but meny warm- friends. The
next was the remaipos of Charles K. De-
Rock, a single map, As fast 2s the bodies
came up they were laid oat side by side
in the earpenier shop, where Chas, H.
Marchant made a record list. Some were
56 barned and disfgured that identifica-
tion was exiremely difficals. It thus
happened that Angelo Juliana was listed
for one of the Antonelli brethers, and a
long and fruitless seareh was made before
the error could be correcied. Tha werk
of rescue was carried on nearly af‘night
and by yesterday wmoruing twenty-four
bodies were ravged in the shop. and the
full extect of the haorror was known,

Az neariy a8 cen be determined there
were fifteen Italians, six Austrians, one
Swede and two Americans amouvg ths
dead. Maoy of thein were married men,
although their fumilics are moatly in the
old ccuntry. Only thrae of the dead had
families at King: Robert Blythe leaves a
wife, Stephen Condi leaves n wife and
four children and €has, Antenelli leaves
a wife and two children.

The fellowing Iz a carefully compiled
list of the dead, prepared with the assist
ance of Dr. Mayne, C. H. Aerchant and
H. 8. Wallace, and certainly very nearly
accurate :

Andrew Andzrase, bradice man.
Rabert Blytbe, fire boss,

Angele Dominico, coal digpger.
Charler K. DeRock, timber. man.
Peter Ress, timber man.,

Johu Toll, tracklayer.

Frauk Pomerrolli, bradice man.
Louie Malerinpo, entry man,
Charles Antenelli, coal digger.
Peter Nordina, coal digger.
Celeste Corezola, coal digges.
Angelo Marino, coal dipger.
Joseph Donna, cosl digeer,
Michael Richi, coal digger.
Donaito de French, entry man,
Stephen Conti, ceal digger.
Antone Preiti, coal digger.
Auntonio Antonelli, eeal digger,
Thomas K. Ross, cos! digger.
Michael Antenelli, corl digger,
Angelo Juliani, conl digger.
Joseph Schrioda, corl digger.
Antonio Jackiliasa, conl digger,
Joseph Disjackamo, entryman, know
as Joseph Jaoves.




