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Today is Thursday August 22, 2002 and I’m with Dick Welch t his sawmill in Fairplay, 
Colorado. And we are going to be talking about his experiences in Park County. 
Dick, when and where were you born actually?
October 10, 1929 in South Park, in Indian Mountain.
Was this at a family home or a ranch?
Yeah.
So your father had, your parents had a ranch in that area?
Yeah.
OK, now was that a hay ranch or was it cattle or sheep or what?
Some of both, some cattle, some hay, but it wasn’t very big. He cut timber on Indian 
Mountain, he had a little sawmill. 
OK, so he was lumbering back in that period. Did he have, did he sell it or just use 
it himself?
No, he sold it.
OK, so he had a ranch operation as well as a sawmill operation.
Yeah, the ranch was small about all he did was cut hay for his own horses and milk 
cows. That was about all.
How many acres was it?
I don’t remember, probably 320, but I don’t know.
There was surface water at that point in time so you could irrigate the fields?
Um-hum, it only had one meadow, it wasn’t very big.
So, was the lumber your father cut, was that on the property or was it?
No, it was on Indian Mountain, a little south and west of where we lived.
Was that public land or was that?
No, it was private land.
 So you could just - your father would contract with the owner of that land and 
saw it down? That must have been a lot of work. Did you, you had to use bow 
saws at that point?
Cross-cut.
Cross-cut saws. You had to do that as a child?
Oh yeah. Not over there, I wasn’t big enough when we left there but after we came here 
I was.



OK, so you moved up to Fairplay? 
No, up north of Como.
Oh, North of Como.
Uh-huh.
That was a different ranch then?
No, that was Forest Service.
Oh, OK. So how long did you live on this ranch near Jefferson, or, it was east of 
Jefferson or south, I think you said.  
Well, I was born there in ‘29 and we were there until 1938.
OK, so you were there until you were 9 so you probably have a lot of memories of 
that home.
Yeah, and then we moved up there and then that year, that winter of ’38 me and my 
brother went to school in Como. 
Ah, OK so you . . .
My grandmother rented a house there in Como and we stayed there with her and went 
to school.
OK, so you had a grandmother living in Como?
Yeah, that winter. She died the next spring.
Ah, OK. So you lived with your grandmother when you were in school. What was 
the school like? I’ve seen the schoolhouse in Como, it is still standing. What was 
it like being in the school? It was a one-room schoolhouse essentially.
No, it was two rooms.
Two rooms. 
They had a division down the middle back then. They’ve taken it out now. Grade 1-4 
was in the first room and 5-8 was in the next room. And then the high school was in 
another little building out kind of north of it there.
OK, so then. Where in Como, were you very close to the school?
Two houses below it.
So it was a real short trip then? Now, let’s see, ’29, so the trains were operating 
during that period of time.
Well, not, they shut down in the spring of ‘37
Right.
That year of ’38 they were running trains but they were hauling out the rails and stuff.
OK. Now do you remember as a child seeing the trains in Como?
Yeah, yeah.



Did you ever get to ride them?
No, Como and Jefferson both. 
Huh, interesting. OK. Did you, now you are about 7-8-9 years of age and you are 
still in that school, um, now when you moved to a different location, you said it 
was further north of Como. 
We were out by Indian Mountain until ’37, well and actually until the spring of ’38.
And then where did you go?
Up above Como.
Up above Como. OK. What was the reason for the move?
Because we ran out of timber out there on Indian Mountain and so he sold the place by 
the name of Jack Heiffel (sp?). He sold it earlier than that but we lived there quite awhile 
after he sold it.
OK, there was a new ranch, a new home that you went to, up above Como you 
say?
Well, my Dad built a cabin up there where we lived.
Oh, he built it himself? OK. And that was you and your brother. You had a brother 
also. Now he was younger or older?
He was older, he was a year older.
OK, so you always had a brother at home also then? OK. And so the lumbering 
was important to you family because you made the move because you needed 
access to good lumber, timbering lumber?
Well, yeah, but then they cut a lot of timber for the mines. There was a lot of mining 
going on around here. 
Now, what kind of mines were they? 
Mostly gold and silver.
OK, so you would bring the lumber, the mill lumber into Como and it would be 
shipped on the train?
No, he, it went to the mines. He delivered it on a truck that he had.
OK, where were the mines located? I’m familiar with of course Breckinridge has a 
lot of mines but I’m not familiar with mines in the South Park area.
Well, there is one up near, there was two of them up here up Mosquito Gulch. The 
South London and the Butte and longer ago there was one called the American and 
then the North London. But the South London bought the North London in the thirties so 
the North London didn’t work anymore after that.
So this lumber was used for c ribbing of the mine shafts themselves.
Yeah.



Huh. So you’ve been in the sawmill business all your life pretty much.
Um-hum, yep.
So you say you went to high school in Como?
No, I didn’t go to high school. 
You didn’t? So you went as soon as you finished what grade did you …?
Well, I finished, I guess the third grade in Como and then in 1940 my brother and I went 
down to New Mexico that winter and went to school in a little place called Mexican 
Springs north of Gallup. I was in the fourth grade that year and then later I went to 
school in Fairplay here in the fifth and sixth grade and that would have been, no the 
sixth and seventh grade. That would have been ’43 and ’44 and that was the last. I 
never went to school again ‘cause the war was on, I was working on a ranch, the 
ranchers couldn’t get any help gathering their cattle ‘cause they’d all gone off to the war, 
get war jobs, so I stayed there and worked that winter and I never went back. Did they 
have the draft during World War II? 
Yeah, but you weren’t drafted though?
No, I wasn’t old enough.
OK, interesting. So when you were in your first place that was just outside, near 
Indian Hills, was that ranch, was that self-sufficient. Did you raise your own 
vegetables or did you have to buy?
Used to grow potatoes out there quite a bit and some other vegetables too, I don’t 
remember what.
Um-hum. And you could put up enough, or your mother could put up enough 
vegetables, can them, to go through the winter?
Yeah, I think so, yeah.
Was fresh water a concern?
No, we had a good spring there.
You had a spring? That’s ideal. I talked to people who had shallow - or had wells 
for drinking but they would freeze up in winter so they’d have to go some 
distance to get fresh water in winter.
This one was a spring and it stayed open all winter.
That’s ideal.
It had a little cabin built over it. You could go in there and get water.
Huh. Again, so when you were a child, 7, 8, 9 years of age, what were your 
favorite foods?
I don’t remember.
Ah.
Almost anything I guess.



Did you feel, that you felt like you had what you needed at that point in your life?
Oh yeah.
Didn’t feel deprived? No television?
No, never heard of such a thing then.
Well, I guess not at that point in time. How about radio?
We had a radio in the late forties.
Not ‘til the forties though? 
It was battery operated.
Did you have electricity at the ranch? 
No.
Neither one, either the one in Indian Hills or the one above Como?
No.
So you just had kerosene lights, no generator, so it was strictly nonelectrical. 
Huh. It’s interesting that as recently as the forties that there were a lot of places 
that did not have electricity at that point. Just had to do everything yourself. Now, 
how did you run the mill? Did it have a gas engine?
Yeah.
OK, so you used just gasoline in it at that point. Now I was told that during World 
War II it was very difficult to get gasoline.
Yeah, it was, but if you were using it for industrial purposes you could get it.
Ah, OK. ‘Cause I spoke with Barbara Tripp and she said the number of tourists 
that came out for instance to Glenn Isle dropped dramatically during World War II 
because they couldn’t drive from Denver.
Yeah. I think you were allowed 4 gallons a week or something. But if you had an 
industrial operation you could get it.
Did you get it from Jefferson and later Como? Is that where it came from?
Yeah Fairplay, everywhere.
Do you have any idea what it cost in those days?
Well, I think during the war it was about 12 cents a gallon.
If you could get it.
Earlier than that. I can remember when it was about 9 cents, back around ’38. During 
the war it went up a little.
Now, did you have a car or a truck?
No.
To get around in.



No, my Dad had a truck. Well he had a car earlier and then he bought a truck ‘cause he 
needed one to deliver his lumber.
OK, so that is how it was done? Now when you went logging, did your Dad use a 
team or did he use a truck also?
He used a team out there at Indian Mountain, well up there above Como, too. He had a 
team of horses. Later in ’51, my brother and I bought an old ’20 Cat and we skidded 
logs with it. That Cat’s sitting right over there on the other side of the John Deere tractor.
Oh, that truck right there. 
No, it’s a Caterpillar tractor.
Oh, that one right there.
Not that one, the one on the other side of the John Deere tractor.
OK, I’ll be darned.
We bought that in ’51, built a home-made dozer for it. It’s all gas, it’s not diesel. You 
have to crank it to start it but it still runs. Runs good.
Well I found that people generally did just what was needed to get the job done. 
They just sort of improvised a lot.
That D2 there I bought in ’78 I think.
Does it still run?
No, I bought it in ’75. Oh, yeah, it still runs.
It still runs. It is just sitting outside like this year ‘round.
Yeah, yeah.
It still runs.
Yeah, yeah, it’s diesel. It’s one of those that started with a pony motor and then you 
changed it over? You’d start with the pony motor and it would crank the engine and 
when it warmed up it would start on diesel.
That must be tough in winter to start.
No, it starts pretty good.
Really!
Yeah.
Now when you had - when you family had the second place above Como, was 
that all on private land that was being lumbered or was that on Forest Service?
No, that was Forest Service.
That was Forest service. How did that work, did the Forest Service issue a permit 
or did you lease land?
No, they didn’t charge anything for it, they just came out and marked the trees and you 
cut the ones they marked.



Now were they trying to thin?
Um-hum.
So their interest, the Forest Service interest primarily was just thinning?
Yeah.
They didn’t necessarily mark a tree that was best for timbering.
Well, not always, but quite often they did.
So it was kind of a cooperative . . . is that staying, is it still operating that way 
today?
I don’t know. I don’t know whether it does or not. I think it does. I think, down here you 
can’t get any on Forest Service anymore, but places where they can I think they still 
mark it. 
Now where they mark trees, the Forest Service again, when they mark trees for 
thinning, they didn’t clear cut, they just marked individual trees?
Yeah, yeah. That’s the way it was then.
Uh-huh. Well, right now there is a big debate about trying to thin the forest 
because there are too thick and they are a forest fire hazard. And you mentioned 
that they don’t allow marking and thinning of trees like they used to off the Forest 
Service. 
Well, not up here. I guess they do in some places and maybe they do here but I haven’t 
heard anything about it and I don’t know of anybody doing it. 
I wonder why they wouldn’t because it is a big problem now. They’ve got a 
hundred years of growth that haven’t been thinned. I haven’t checked with them to 
see. I have been buying my logs from individuals and I don’t know where they come 
from. 
OK, so the lumber you are using in your sawmill now is coming from private 
sources. So you don’t use any Forest Service land . . . 
Well, I don’t know. They might be getting that off the Forest Service. I don’t know.
OK, I see.
But I don’t think so, they don’t show any signs of ever being marked or anything.
Um-hum. Did you ever consider leaving South Park and going somewhere else?
No.
This is where you’ve been all your life?
Well, I was gone a little while.
You mentioned down in New Mexico.
In Eagle Nest, New Mexico and then over at Gunnison for five years. I went over there 
and run a sawmill for a guy over there.



Hmm.
Then I went down to Eagle Nest, New Mexico and cut logs down there for awhile and 
then hauled logs and then I came back up in ’75 to help my brother put up hay over at 
Jefferson and I’ve been here ever since.
You like it here?
Yeah, yeah.
Well, it’s a comfortable area and you have a business that you’ve had in the 
family for a very long length of time and obviously the material is selling. Do you 
see any difference in the quality of the wood from the twenties, thirties, and 
forties to what you are doing today? Are the logs essentially the same?
I think so, yeah.
Again, right now, that’s a big issue of forest fires and I’ve talked to some people 
and they claim that it didn’t seem to them that forest fires were a big issue back 
thirty, forty, fifty years ago. And I’m won . . . have you experienced the same thing. 
I mean, years ago when you were a child do you remember back in the thirties 
and forties were the fires like we are having now? Do you remember fires like 
that?
No, but of course if they had one fifty miles away you never heard about it.
That’s true. Communications were nowhere like they are today.
Right.
Now we hear instantly when there is a fire anywhere in the country. 
Yeah, the news media pick up on it and they blow it all of proportion so . . .
Did you ever log burned trees in the past?
Um-hum. 
There was no interest in doing that. Well if there were no fires in the area they 
wouldn’t have that.  Now they are talking about doing that a lot more. Apparently 
you can debark them and they are just fine. 
But back in the thirties, and forties and fifties there was a lot more snow in the winter 
time than there is now. More rain in the summer.
Interesting. OK. So, you feel it was a wetter climate at that time.
Um-hum. 
That was back, thirties, forties and fifties.
Oh yeah.
When do you think it changed?
Oh, it started declining in the eighties. Maybe late seventies, I don’t know. In the eighties 
anyway. But I can remember over at Como and up north of Como there I can remember 
the snow being five, six feet deep sometimes. Not every winter but sometimes. But you 



always had two feet of snow. The wind would blow it away. It didn’t always lay there 
‘cause the wind would blow it away and make big drifts. The streets in Como used to 
drift shot where you couldn’t get through them for a long time. I haven’t seen that 
happen lately. Of course, the county road that goes through the town, they plowed it out, 
but some of the streets they didn’t ‘cause they didn’t have any way of doing it.
Well, do you think it has been warmer since that period also? 
Oh, yeah.
So it is warmer up here, the winters aren’t as cold and they aren’t as wet and the 
summers are definitely warmer.
Yeah.
In fact, I talked to a gentleman and he said that generally the first week of August 
you would get the first frost. And that is kind of interesting that you would get a 
frost as early as this. But apparently that does happen or it has happened in the 
past.
Yeah, I think so. You don’t get much freeze in August. I remember when we used to put 
up hay on that ranch where I worked, when I worked on the ranch down the Tarryall and 
we didn’t, they didn’t have antifreeze in the hay machinery, they just had water in ‘em, 
and we didn’t drain them until about the middle of September, they would start draining 
them at night, but in August they didn’t. 
Huh, well I guess just a passing frost wouldn’t freeze things up.
No, No.
Well, nobody knows of course why the climate appears to be changing but people 
who have been in this area for a  long time almost universally say it is definitely 
colder and dryer, I’m sorry warmer and dryer than it used to be.
Yeah, it is. It sure is. It’s been …
Now, the homes you had as a child, they were just heated with local firewood.
Yeah.
That must have been a chore for you then to gather wood, chop it and keep the 
fireplace going. Were there other chores that you had as a child?
Oh, that was mostly what it was. But of course we helped our Dad at the sawmill as 
soon as we got big enough. We helped him cut timber.
Were injuries at all a concern for you, I mean, you didn’t have much in the way of 
antibiotics and hospital was quite a distance away I’m sure. Did everybody stay 
healthy?
Yeah, as far as I know they did.
You had no health problems in your family?
No.



I remember the ? brothers in fact, mentioned that they used turpentine and that 
would act as an antiseptic. That was a home remedy?
Yeah. I don’t remember using it, but maybe I did and don’t remember it. 
I think they even gargled for a sore throat they would gargle with it, cut with sugar 
or some other, like honey.
Maybe.
And it was a remedy for a sore throat. I can’t imagine gargling with kerosene, but 
apparently it worked because I asked them, “Did it work?” and he said “Well, 
we’re here.”
I don’t remember of ever having a sore throat when I was a kid, but I guess I did. Most 
people who got colds did. If I did it never bothered me much I guess ‘cause I don’t 
remember anything about it. I remember having some colds. Two or three something 
every winter, maybe even more.
What was it?
   
 Maybe even more but not a lot of them.
  
What did you do for things like meats? Did you butcher cattle or sheep?
Well, on the ranch they butchered cattle, but when we lived up there above Como we 
just hunted deer and rabbits. My brother and I did that.
Did you smoke the meat then?
Just cooked it. Just did it in the winter and it would stay cold enough to hang it up 
outside.
Just freeze. So a side of beef would keep that length of time through winters?
Yeah. 
I know now, winters it will get in the forties and fifties in the day time and things 
would spoil I would imagine if it were hanging outside. So you didn’t smoke 
things necessarily.
No.
Well, what other, do you have any other recollections about those two ranches, of 
what life was like at that period?
Well …
Your clothing came from; did your parents make clothing? Or did you buy it?
When I was little, my grandmother used to make some for us when we were little but 
after we got 10-12 years old, they bought them.
In Jefferson or Fairplay?



Mostly Fairplay, I don’t think they had it in Jefferson much.
What was Fairplay like back in the thirties? Was it much different than it is today?
Well, yeah, to some extent it was in the thirties and forties. Well, yeah. But in the thirties 
up until ’38 the highway went through it; 285 went through Fairplay. It went in up there 
where that Y goes in up there, that was the old highway, and it went in and then it went 
down Front Street to the end of front street and then it turned right and went across the 
street down there. You can still it down there.
Was there a bridge there?
Yeah.
I was told that at one time there was a Chinatown on the other side of the creek 
outside of Fairplay.
Yeah, I guess so.
In the mining era.
But you can still see the road going down there but the bridge is not there anymore. It 
has been gone a long time. 
OK, so there was a general store, post office, school.
Yeah, there was a couple of grocery stores and of course the post office, and the 
school. The school is right where it is now, the old part.
Yeah, yeah, we just saw it recently. It has been added to lots and lots of times. But 
the old school looks like it has been there a long time.
Yeah, it was built, the old original part, the two story part was built in 1884. The brick 
part that’s added on to it was built in 1933 and that became the high school. Until that 
time they didn’t have a high school, it just went through the 8th grade.
Is there anything else about Fairplay that struck you? The Hand Hotel was there, 
the Fairplay Hotel was there.
Yeah, the Hand Hotel was built in 1930 and the Fairplay Hotel, the one that is there now 
was built in 1922. But there was an older one there that burned, at the Fairplay Hotel.
Oh, so what we see today is a replacement for a hotel that burned and that is right 
on the highway, right on the road right through all the way to Alma?
On the highway now, uh-huh.
Huh. Looks like you have a customer coming. I’ll hold this. I’ll shut this off for a 
moment. (Pause). OK, we were talking about what Fairplay was like back in the 
thirties and forties and there have been a number of changes there. Do you 
remember much about Jefferson?
Yeah. I remember a little and it hasn’t changed all that much. I went there in the first 
grade in 1936.



Right, OK. What was his name? There is a gentleman that I interviewed just the 
other day who was in that school, probably a little earlier though. His mother was 
the Postmistress.
Oh, Pete Sanborn.
Exactly. I met with him on Monday in fact and we recorded an interview and he 
was there I guess for his first six or seven years of school. His father had a ranch 
that was east of there and so he had a lot of memories of Jefferson ‘cause he 
spent so much time in the town of Jefferson. He’d spend basically the fall winter 
and spring there and then he’d go out to the ranch in summer. So I guess that 
was fairly common?
Yeah they, Harvey Sanborn was his Dad’s name and he had a little ranch down Tarryall 
there about five or six miles, maybe not that far, three or four miles.
Yep, yep. Interesting.
Just this side of what they now call the Magnus place. Do you know where it is?
I know the name but I can’t place where.
Well, as you’re going down the Tarryall, it’s that first ranch on the left. It’s got - I mean 
the first one you can see it’s got a white house and a couple of other houses then. Then 
after you go by it you around that curve and …
OK.
That’s - that’s the Magnus, the one on this side. Artie Sanborn’s place joined that upper 
end I think.
OK, now I’m told that a lot of farmers raised hay; in fact, it was premium hay in 
that valley.
Yeah.
And it was very well-respected and it would be shipped other places in the world 
even. Because it was so, well - really a high quality hay.
Yeah, they shipped a lot of it over to England they said.
Yeah. That’s exactly what he said, it’s so well-respected that they even - 
apparently even race horses, particularly; they shipped all the way to England. 
Then at some point in time I guess some of the ranches in South Park started 
selling their water rights.
Oh yeah, that was much later, that was in the seventies.
Oh, that wasn’t till the seventies.
Far as I know, I didn’t know of any before that.
Ok, so up to that point, everybody had their own water. It was mostly creeks or 
streams that would come through on the surface?
Yeah.



 So there were no wells per se?
No, not for irrigation. They had some for drinking water.
It must have been a much greener valley at that time with all the surface water.
Oh, yeah.
And the haying operations.
Now you come through here and it is just kind of brown grass. In the seventies, a lot of 
us started selling their water because they could sell it for a couple of million dollars and 
that was more than they could make in a lifetime ranching so they’d sell it out.
This land has been retired from use now for just about anything.
Yeah, some of it still being used, but not anywhere near all of it.
All right, it is probably reverting back to what it was before people came here.
Probably.
When you were on your, two homes, the two ranches and doing lumber you 
mentioned that you worked year round doing timber and your father worked year 
round on the timber? So, it was colder and it was snowier and that didn’t stop . . .
No, it didn’t.
So you just dragged logs? In the snow?
Yep.
And you had a mill like one we’re in right now that was open? 
Well, yeah, he used to have a shed to work in.
Just a basic shed. Which is exactly what the ? have right now; it’s just kind of an 
open shed.
Yeah.
The wind would blow right through it?
Yeah.
And that’s the way. Does this pretty much represent what you remember as a 
child, at your father’s mill?
Well, way up there where he lived the wind didn’t blow as much as it does out in the 
flats, because of that gulch.
OK.
I don’t remember it being that bad.
It must have been pretty chilly, but I guess if you’re working hard you stay warm.
Um-hum. But here, I have to have the ? Because of the wind because there is a lot 
more wind here.
Yeah, it looks like there are some sections that are missing.



Yeah, that aluminum was used when our ? brought it in here and gave it to me I said I’ll 
just build a shed with it and it’s been there 20 years and it’s still
It’s mostly here yet.
It’s still partly here. (laughter) Wind blows and it shakes and …
Side Two
The equipment you have here, is this similar to what your parents had on the 
ranch?
No.
What did they have then?
Well, he had one of those little mills that they call a belt saw.
A belt saw?
They still make them.
That’s the wind right now in fact.
It was quite a lot smaller than mine and he ran the carriage through by hand, had a 
hand cranked wheel on the end of the track that turned the table and pulled it through.
Ok. That is what pushed the wood up against the saw blade? And slice off slabs 
basically?
And brought it back.
Right, OK.
? belt feed. It’s got the belt feed right under the side of the saw there, you can see it. 
Yep.
Yep, that was American feed works. American saw company made that feed works.
Did your father buy that? Or how?
He had, he bought the one he had. And put it together and I don’t think it was together 
when he got it. He had to put it together.
Apparently, no, go ahead.
Then he changed it some and built stuff and he liked better than what he bought. This 
one - I built the whole thing except for the feed works and the set works on the carriage.
Did you …
I got the feed works over in Alamosa.
Huh, you pieced this together?
The set works on the carriage there I got from a guy down, oh, down Pine Junction.
It’s mostly Ponderosa and Douglas fir is what you are sawing.
It is now.



And that is what it was then, too?
Well, back then there was ? In Indian Mountain? And when we went up above Como it 
was mostly Engelmann Spruce. 
Hmm.
Some lodge pole pine.
How big in diameter were those logs?
The Engelmann?
Yeah.
Oh, some of them a foot and a half.
And 20 feet long?
No, mostly 12 and 16.
But that big in diameter, that would weigh an awful lot. So you would drop the 
tree with a one or two man bow saw?
Um-hum, Or cross cut-saw.
Cross-cut, OK.  And then you’d limit, cut it in 12 or 16 feet lengths and drag it to 
the mill?
Drag it out with horses.
With horses? 
Yeah.
That probably made for a long day?
Yeah.
Did you or did your parents belong to any organizations, do you recall. ‘Cause I 
know there were fraternal organizations up here, there were, of course church 
organizations and it seemed that the people on the ranch kind of kept to 
themselves, they were so preoccupied with getting the job done.
Right.
It was mostly work.
Yeah. 
Had you ever considered doing anything other than being in the sawmill?
Oh, not lately I haven’t. I used to do a little carpentry work when I was younger.
Oh, like framing of a house or furniture?
Oh, I just built a house. I used to do some of that.
Now, I’m told there were package homes that you could buy either prefab 
sections, that was popular up here some people were doing basically building a 



wall sections and selling them as a package and one could put together a cabin 
pretty quickly using those kinds of things.
I never knew anything about that. 
Never got involved with that? Is there, during World War II, you were here 
working, and you were in your mid teens at that point, and you were born in ’39, 
or I’m sorry, ’29, and the war started in roughly in ’39, ’40, ’41 period.
December 7, 1941. 
Was when the United States got involved. Europe was involved before that.  Yeah, 
so you were early teens at that point in time. What do you recall, I mean, did 
World War II really affect South Park much.
No, I don’t think, just that gasoline rationing. If you were doing anything industrial that 
didn’t matter.
Right, so you could get your materials. How about food and other commodities.
Oh, I don’t remember any restrictions on that.
The train had already stopped operating at that point in time.
Yeah.
There were probably a lot of young guys who were gone in the war. So it was 
probably pretty quiet around here.
Um-hum.
And you stayed here, you were, no where were you living, say, in the world, say 
during the forties?
Above Como. 
OK. So you were up in Como.
And from ’44 on I was down working on that ranch down the Tarryall.
OK, did you have anything particularly you did for fun? You worked a lot 
obviously but did you do anything for recreation that you enjoyed?
Not that I remember. Whatever we could do, you know. 
Were there other people like yourself? Did you have friends that you would go out 
and go hunting with? 
No, no, we always did that by ourselves. Yeah.
And, I think you said you had a radio, and that was about your only 
communications with the outside world?
Yeah.
But no telephone no electricity?
We were grown when we got the radio.



So, that was, you were in your late teens at that point. That would have to be a 
whole different life than we have today where we have instant communications all 
the time.
Yeah.
I’m not sure it’s better today than it was. Certainly family meant a lot more to 
people than it does today. So many distractions. 
A lot of places didn’t even have a phone until the forties. And of course we never had 
one of them up above Como there, nor any electricity either. 
Right.
We had a little generator that some guy down at Roggen (?) gave us. It worked for 
awhile. Not very long but for a little while. 
It must have been a treat to have electricity.
Well all it was, I think it was just 12 volts so all we had was lights.
Well, in those period, in that period of time, you were there, how long did you stay 
in Como? Let’s put it that way.
We lived in Como just one winter, the winter of ’38. 
OK, and then did you move here to Fairplay?
No, I didn’t come here to Fairplay until 1980.
Oh, OK.
I didn’t come here until 1980 after I come back from New Mexico.
OK, that is where you were.
Built this sawmill in ’81. I didn’t start sawing until the spring of ’82 ‘cause I had a truck 
and I was hauling house logs over to Longmont.
Longmont, huh?
But I ran out of them so I started sawing in the spring of ’82.
You can find a source now for lumber, or logs now without a problem.
Business has been good for you?
Yeah.
Well, that’s good. I guess, looking back, I guess, for that period of say the thirties 
through the fifties, is there any particular period that was the best for you, that 
you are really happy about that you really felt good, that was a happy period of 
your life.
I think it all was. I don’t remember being unhappy. 
Ah, neat. I think people spend a lot of time thinking about what they don’t have 
or…
Well, maybe . . . but maybe so, but I never did, I never paid any attention to that. 



So you’re really satisfied with what you’ve been able to accomplish over the 
years?
Yeah.
That’s great, that is the bottom line. That is really the bottom line to be able to be 
happy and satisfied and content with what you’ve been able to do.
Yeah. Here in the thirties and forties the economy was good because there was so 
much mining going on and ranching going on. They called it the depression but my Dad 
always called it the “So-called depression.” ‘cause those years here were good.
Huh. Because people just needed, of course, cattle and they had hay and they 
had lumber, these are commodity items. People always need those like soap.
The mines up there gave people a lot of employment. There was oh, there in the 
thirties, not so many in the forties but in the twenties and the thirties there were 25 or 30 
mines working up here in these valleys.
That many?
Twenty anyway for sure.
That’s interesting because, you know, the thirties pretty much people say that 
was a very difficult, one of the most difficult times in the country’s history. 
Yeah.
And the people I talk to here it was like it was pretty much a non=event or it was 
good, it was better, because of the need for the kind of things that came out of 
this valley at that time.
Yeah.  It was always good here. I don’t think it caused any hardships in this area.
Huh. Was there any period in your life here that you feel was a difficult time?
No.
So it’s always been good here.
Um-hum.
That’s kind of nice, to be in a place doing what you want to do and having market 
for your product and living where you want to be.
Yeah.
That’s pretty much the ideal situation. It’s nice that you’ve been able to do this.
Yeah, I do it ‘cause I like it.
You’re about 73 years now? 
I will be in October.
October. Good. Now that’s this is hard work. You are moving heavy pieces of 
lumber, you are working with equipment that is potentially very dangerous, um, 
how long do you want to continue doing this. 



Oh, another 30 years anyway, I hope.
Well, as long as you enjoy it. ‘Cause you are healthy, I guess that is the bottom 
line.
Yeah, I never have gotten rich but I’ve always made enough so I can keep my bills paid 
and have what I need.
Well, from your perspective, county-wide, you’ve lived in this county a huge 
amount of your life. What changes have you seen in terms of either politics or 
people that are here now, or are we talked about the climate, but have you seen 
any other changes that have occurred here?
Well, just expansion, I mean, a lot of people have come in that weren’t here in the old 
days and built houses and
Right. How do you feel about that?
Well, it’s . . . it suits me; I mean it helps the economy.
Good for your business. As people keep moving in they are going to be building 
things.
Other businesses, too. I don’t have anything against it.
I know, talking to some people, there are some people here in Park County that 
want to basically close the door and not have any growth and keep it just the way 
it is.
Oh, yeah.
Do you always think it has been that way?
Well, I don’t know. In the old days nobody ever talked about it because there was 
nobody coming in, other than the ones that were already here. Sometimes new owners 
would own a ranch or something or buy somebody out. Run the ranch under a different 
name. Other than that, that was about all the change there was. Same way with some 
of the businesses in town, some would sell and start with new owners.
That was about it? Did you ever go into Denver when you were a child, do you 
recall going into Denver?
Oh, yeah, a little bit, not very much.  We didn’t go down there very much ’cause
It was a pretty good trip.
First time I remember going was at Christmas time in ’39.
’39, so you were already ten years old.
Yeah. Christmas time in ’39, 
Now you drove down?  You had a truck or a car.
Oh, a car that belonged to some neighbors and my Dad, or a friend, drove them, and 
the woman wanted to go to Denver and she didn’t know how to drive so she wanted my 



Dad to drive her down there and he did and him and my mother and my brother and two 
sisters went with him.
Do you remember what Denver was like at that point?
Well, no, we just went downtown. We went down some of the old stores downtown, 
there weren’t any out in the suburbs like there are now.
Right. So all the shopping areas were all downtown. Shopping probably isn’t a 
term; that’s a new term I think. People would go out and put in groceries, and buy 
their, what they needed, not go grazing in the stores like they do now.
No, no, there were Safeway stores there, no they probably weren’t there that long ago, 
but there was, I don’t remember the name of it, there was one that King Soopers bought 
up. It was an old store. I don’t remember the name of it now.
Do you ever remember going to a movie house.
Well, we used to have one up here.
Yeah.
Huh. What time frame was that?
Oh, in the fifties.
Oh, they had one in Fairplay and they closed it?
It closed in ’59. They had one and it was here in the thirties and forties and fifties.
I’ll be darned, is the building still there?
Yeah, yeah, it’s that big one when you go up (static) oh, just, that’s where you turn in 
there to go to the post office, that building on the right, right behind the school. It’s two 
story now.
I’ll be darned, that was a movie house. Did they have strictly movies or did they 
have plays or did they have a stage?
They had roller skating in there. I don’t’ know what else, but they had a roller skating 
rink in there someplace. I never went to it but we used to go to the movies.
So that was big time recreation then, I would imagine the …
Um-hum. In ’59 why everybody got television by then, or pretty near everybody, so they 
closed it down. 
It hasn’t been here since.
No.
It’s interesting the county seat doesn’t have a theater. 
No, they don’t.
Well, I can’t think of anything else. Is there any other impressions that you have 
that you recall from your years here in Park County?
No, not really. I … 



You obviously, you have had a long life and you’ve done the things that you enjoy 
and you’re continuing to do that and you don’t have any regrets about your 
choices.
No, I don’t.
That’s ideal. That’s just exactly what you should; I wish more people could be 
able to say today.
Um-hum.
Sometimes having too many choices is a problem. But, I guess at this point if 
there is nothing else we can go ahead and finish this up. I really do appreciate the 
time and being able to see your mill and meet you and as I said, I will give copies 
of this tape to you. I’m not sure how long it will take. Last time it took a month for 
the first few that I did. But you’ve been in Park County long enough to know that 
things don’t happen too fast here sometimes. 
No.
It’s a very interesting operation that you have here and it is interesting that Park 
County has such a history in sawmills and there have been quite a few in the past 
over the years. I think that yours are the only two that are left in the county now. 
You’re staying very active and there is obviously a good market for the products.
Yeah. There is.
So…
Yeah.  Well, that’s not too bad. Well, OK, Well great. 
END OF SIDE 2 OF TAPE


