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Kay, you were telling me that your parents and 
grandparents were Irish/German descent. Can you just 
tell the story about how they happened to settle 
in South Park?
Well, actually the King family came to the Tarryall area, 
when the Tarryall was Graball, for the gold, you know, 
during that period. They came to the Tarryall area and they 
didn’t like it that well because it was just everybody 
grabbing claims and stuff and mining, mining camps and all 
that.

Was the King family part of your family?
The King family is my father’s family. So, then, from there they went to what they called 
Graball, the claim jumpers and other outlaw type characters. And, then, from there they 
moved on up and into Fairplay and that’s how Fairplay got its name. Not from my family, 
but from the, Fairplay got its name from all of us miners that had problems with claim 
jumpers. And that’s how Fairplay got settled.
Because they wanted to play fair?
Yeah! And, that’s how they came to Fairplay because they re-settled there. My mother’s 
side of the family, I’m not sure. I think they came for ranching because they were, I had 
a lot of family that was still in the ranching area at that time. And so, I think, that side of 
the family came in as ranchers because that was also the homestead area, you know, 
that had claimed the homestead.  And it was during that period of years that they came 
to Park County. And they just settled in Fairplay.
And that was the Morans on your mother’s side?
On my mother’s side, right. Yes.
I know Edith Moran had been very instrumental in the schools. Were there other 
Morans that stayed around SouthPark for awhile?
Well, there was Jack Moran, which was her brother, and he was well known in the area. 
There was quite an article written up of him in the The Flume. He was just kind of a 
Jack-of-all-trades kind of a person. He did a lot of things for the area and everybody 
thought an awful lot of him. That’s about all I can say. He was (inaudible).
And you were telling me about your early life and the tragedy that you had. Would 
you talk about where your house was, is?
You know, I have the house up for sale and I don’t, it shouldn’t have any effect on the 
house, but it could.
Okay, then don’t.



It could affect the sale of the house.
Why don’t you just talk to me about living in the house and then when you went 
to live with your grandparents and who your grandparents were?
Okay. Well, I wasn’t there in the house very long until this happened, basically. And 
then, after it happened, I lived there a number of years until my dad passed away. I was 
nine years old so, actually, that would be five more years that I lived in the house. But 
different members of the family came to live with us and take care of mother-in-law. The 
ones that came were mostly part of the King family and the Morans and they took care 
of me during the time I was recuperating from my burns but then they didn’t take care of 
me later.
So, you grew up with your King side of the family?
King side of the family, yes.
Where did you live with them?
Right next door to my house.
(Inaudible) Okay?
Okay.
Okay?
Okay.
What kind of things did you do as a child?
Oh, well, we had lots of things to do. Everything was across the street and for one thing, 
one thing I used do a lot is I’d go around, everyone was real good to me in the town. 
They all kind of looked after me and took care of me and I’d go to different ones houses 
and see what they were gonna have for supper. If I liked it, I’d stay, I’d stay and eat. 
 (Inaudible) Then we had the loose, we all called them donkeys, everybody calls them a 
burro, but we called them donkeys. They ran loose in the town and us kids, the first one 
that were able to capture ‘em in the morning got to keep them all day. But then we 
would have rock fights.
(Inaudible)
And we did a lot of ice skating. We did a lot of sleigh riding. We did, the courthouse lawn 
used to be the favorite place to play at night. We’d play the games Run, Sheep, Run 
and Kick the Can. Those kind of games. And then after school we’d all meet there and 
play ball.
That’s the courthouse that’s now the library?
That’s the courthouse that is now the library. And, let’s see, what else did we do? Then, 
of course, then in my teenage years the, what we called the Youth Center, came along.
Which is now the Senior Center?
Which is now the Senior Center and it was a youth group connected with the church 
and we had dances every Friday night and had an orchestra.



Now, that was the Sheldon Jackson church?
Yeah, the Sheldon Jackson church. And, so we all grew up. And game night. They had 
games for us, too. And then the ladies in the town would bring baked goods and things 
like that and donated things for us to have in the evenings. So, it was a wonderful place 
to grow up. Really and truly.
Okay, I’m gonna back up because I remember one time you told me that you were 
born in Fairplay when the hospital was on Front Street.
I was, well, yes. The hospital was on Front Street but I don’t think, at that time, I had it, 
the way I get it there must not have been a doctor because the nurse practitioner, I 
guess you would call it, Mrs. Fisher, (inaudible) Fisher, everybody called her. She took 
care of me. I needed to be in an incubator and she put me in the oven.
Okay! Okay!
That’s what they all tell me. Now, I don’t know if this is true or not, but that’s what 
everyone has always told me.
Is the building that was the hospital still standing?
No, it’s not. It used to be down there by the Jeter house and there’s those trailer houses 
out there now. That used to be where the hospital was.
Okay. Getting back to school, were there teachers that you especially liked or 
disliked? Talk about some of them.
Oh, let’s see. Witherspoon. I had a teacher named Mrs. Witherspoon.  She came from 
the Guffy area and, I think she was my second grade teacher, and I liked her real well. 
She was very nice to me. Then Mr. Wilcox, Trent Wilcox. They lived in the area, the 
Wilcoxes.
Donny Wilcox?
No. Well, that would be her husband’s brother. Yeah, and I had him when I was in the 
eighth grade and he was fun and I did enjoy him. I also had a Miss Morey in the seventh 
grade and I liked her and she came to see me oh, several, several years ago but, you 
know, I think probably she is deceased now. Then in high school, I had, oh gosh, I can’t 
remember. This was some of our, last year’s or one year’s, reunion thing and they made 
these little flower pots and put different pictures on them, you know.
For the tape recorder, what I’m looking at is a flower pot with silk flowers in it and 
one flower is a teacher’s picture and this was a reunion and the side of the pot 
has various photographs of the class on it. It’s really a very clever idea. Okay. 
How many students were in the school at that time? Do you remember?
We didn’t have the, well, when I was in high school they had built the other little part 
onto the grade school. There was the gym and then the other small part and then the 
old part was the grade school, the gym, and then the little new part was the high school.
Which would now be the, where the principal’s office is and all of that?
Yes.



So that whole building was the grade school, high school?
Yes. I couldn’t tell you, actually, because back when I was growing up it says here on 
this one that there was only approximately about 400 people in Fairplay.
You said your high school class was 25?
Yes. But then that takes in Hartsel, Jefferson and (inaudible).
And, some of those people that graduated with you that might still be known, 
other than Roy Jeter, who are some of the others?
Uh, let’s see, so many of them have passed on.
Well, that’s all right.
Yeah, because right now I can’t give you, oh, Homer, we called him Homer Ferguson. 
His name was really Earnest, I think. But he’s a pharmacist here in Colorado Springs.
Oh, I’ll be darned.
Yeah. And he, Mrs., uh, who did she remarry, who did she remarry?
Oh well.
It’ll come to me.
What kind of stores and restaurants were in Fairplay at that time, or Park County, 
South Park, including Jefferson, Hartsel? What kind of stores were there? I know 
at one point, this is after your high school, you and Bob had a grocery store.
Yeah, well, it wasn’t really after high school, basically. TheKings came into the area, you 
know, and did the grocery store. They were from Nebraska but they had to leave 
Nebraska because of the Depression, you see. So when they came to Fairplay they 
started up a business. It was just, uh, he was in about the eighth grade, I think.
Oh, okay. So, that was when you were still in school?
Yes.
So, what other kind of stores were there?
Well, there was a coal yard and, coal yard and ice. And a lumber company, it was up at 
the end of the street where South Park city is now. And, then, there was the drug store 
and an ice cream parlor and a pool hall and a liquor store.
Well, those two haven’t changed much, huh?
And a dry goods store and a, one, two, three grocery stores. And a beauty shop and two 
hotels and, I don’t know how many motels. Some of that’s down clear down at the end 
of town where you go around the corner there. They had a cottage camp in there. And, 
then, right across the street from the, was another cottage camp, so there were two 
cottage camps. We called them cottage camps.
Is that where those small log buildings are?
Yes. So, see it was pretty much a metropolitan. I mean, you know, well it had to be 
because of being a county seat. It was still a county seat.



Well, transportation was less than what it is now.
Yeah, right. And, let’s see. I think that’s about it, though. There might have been 
something that I left out. Oh well, yeah, the welding shop. There was a welding shop. 
That was Palmers.
You said that your husband’s family came because of the Depression. What kind 
of an impact did the Depression have?
It didn’t.
Really?
Yeah, the (inaudible) kind of thrived there because, see, of mining and gold. And, also, 
the ranches. See, we had the ranching at that time.
Was it only gold mining?
No, silver, too. Some of the best mines in the state, you know. I had a gold nugget. Well, 
and then after, in the ‘40s, the dredge came in.
That was the area south of 285, out there where the dredge sat for years and 
years and years?
Yeah. But (inaudible) and at night it sounded like a, I always thought it sounded like a, I 
always called it sounded like an amusement park. It sounded like people screaming and 
hollering and then squeaking and carrying on, you know.
So, that was a 24 hour business?
Yes. (Inaudible)
Oh, that’s interesting. A small town (inaudible) wouldn’t be affected by the 
Depression.
No, it wasn’t affected. In fact, I think some people came because of that, you know. 
Moved into the area because of that.(Inaudible)
You’re gonna laugh at this question.
Okay, that’s all right.
What were the politics like then?
Just as wild as they are now! Maybe a little bit wilder! No, they weren’t important yet. 
People didn’t turn out for elections, you know. There was still a rift between the 
Democrats and the Republicans. And that hasn’t changed.
Were there more Democrats then than there are today?
In the area? I don’t think so. I think it’s still always been a Republican area.
Were there any, that you can remember, any major issues?
No, just the county jobs mostly. I mean, when I lived with my grandmother, she had 
borders in the county treasurer that was one of her borders at that time. I used to have, 
when I sat down to lunch, we had a lot of conversations, you know, political 



conversations and stuff when I was in school. I can’t think of any real, real terrific issues. 
I’m sure there was.
Seems like if there aren’t any, Park County can find them. Were there special 
people who influenced you as a child?
Well, must be my cousins, I guess, that influenced me the most.
The Morans or the Kings?
Kings. I didn’t have, yeah, yes I do, too, have some cousins on my mother’s side. They 
were young ranchers but I wasn’t around them much. I really wasn’t around the Morans 
when I grew up that much. I’d go visit them and, you know, did things, but as far as, it 
was the Kings that really.
Are there still other relatives of the Kings up there?
Jeannie Howell.
Oh, is that right?
Yeah, she’s my cousin.
Oh, dear, I have to be careful, don’t I?
No, you don’t! Not at all!
Okay, I didn’t realize Jeannie Howell was your cousin.
And then my other cousin, Sharon, well her names different now, used to be Sharon 
King. She lives here in the Springs. Her daughter lived down there, too, at one time. I 
think she’s deceased now, so I just have the two cousins now.
Do you know who the current owner of the King ranch is?
No. Well, my dad sold it when I was still small and we sold it to Sherman, Alfred 
Sherman, and Alfred Sherman’s mother ran the post office and the (inaudible) Star 
at (inaudible).
Okay, so is that related to Dean Sherman?
No, I don’t think. I’m not going to swear by that but I sure don’t think so.
You chuckled about this question but I’m gonna ask you anyway.
Okay.
Being of Irish/German descent, did you get any of the Irish/German food when 
you were growing up?
Oh, yeah, sure. My grandmother.
What kinds of?
Oh, good things. She made the worst looking sandwiches but they were always 
delicious. No, just, you know, regular.
Did you continue that when you got married? Did you do a lot of Irish/German 
cooking?



Well, I don’t know if I did or not because I’m not sure what you would consider Irish and 
German cooking.
I wouldn’t know, either.
So, I’m not going to, yes, I cooked a lot like my grandmother, although she was deaf 
and I would ask her how she would make things and she couldn’t understand me and I 
never got any recipes or anything.
What did you do after high school? Did you have any other education or training?
I went to work after high school. I worked at the telephone office. I was a telephone 
operator for a number of years and, then, then after I got married then I didn’t work for 
awhile. But then I was available to work after Kathy started getting older, then I worked 
at the post office.
Okay, I was gonna say you were at the post office when I moved to Fairplay, but I 
had no idea how long you’d been there.
I was the telephone operator for a number of years. That was an interesting thing.
Oh, I bet interesting. Did you eavesdrop on people’s conversations?
Of course! I worked nights. Nights. The telephone building’s gone now, I mean the one 
that I worked at. I think there’s a(inaudible). The telephone manager and his family 
always lived there in the house and then the office was at the front and just had kind of 
a cot that I could lay down in front of the phones.
That’s when they wound up the phone and said, “Kay! Kay! Connect me to 
somebody!”
No. Well, yeah, the ranchers did have those kinds of phones. I remember they had the 
cranks but Fairplay didn’t. They had regular phones.
Tell me a little about your husband. I never had a chance to know him because he 
passed away just shortly after I got into town.
Well, you would have liked him and he would have liked you. He was quite a kidder and 
he had a wonderful sense of humor. And, let’s see, everybody liked Bob. And he served 
on that oil campaign, the fire department and the Lion’s Club and Chamber of 
Commerce and, you know, all that.
Did he leave South Park for the military?
Yes, he was gone.
During World War II?
Yes. He was one of the fortunate ones.
Made it back?
Yes, yes. (Inaudible) back during the war years. That’s when I was in high school and 
we just had our dances and stuff. We just had the younger little boys to dance with. We 
had a lot of fun with them, though! (Inaudible) But, yeah, that’s when I was in high 
school still during the war years.



But you said Bob came there when he was in the eighth grade?
Yes, he came in the eighth grade.
You really were childhood sweethearts?
Well, not . . .
Not really?
No, not until, not until he got into high school that he probably saw me. I always had a 
crush on him. It’s one of those things where you kind of have, you know, and everything. 
But we didn’t start going together until oh, let’s see, we must have been, maybe it was 
in the eleventh grade.
The war pretty well depleted the young men of Fairplay.
Yes, well it took, you know, all the younger men (inaudible).
The war had a significant impact?
Oh, yeah, very definitely. And, yes, even activities and everything and that’s when a lot 
of people, a lot of businesses, went out of business. The war did more than the 
Depression.
So, that’s when the population really decreased?
Yeah.
Did they have to close the mines down?
Yeah, I think they did close some of them down.
Because there was nobody to work the mines.
Well, I don’t think they closed them clear down but there wasn’t the manpower that they 
had and also the dredges. The dredges kind of quit during that period. It was kind of a 
bad period then. I never thought of it before, but it was.
That’s interesting that the war had a greater impact than the Depression.
Yes. Yes, it did.
I remember the war, but then I was in San Diego (inaudible). So, you met Bob in 
high school. How long were you married when he passed away?
Oh, why did you ask me that? We got married in, I don’t know. No, we were married at 
least 40 years. 40 years, I would say. That’s a good guess, anyhow.
Did the two of you, did you work in the store, too?
No.
So it was just Bob?
And his mother. I didn’t want to interfere there because I felt, I think I just always sensed 
that could be a bad situation. So, I didn’t.
I’ve always thought you could love somebody but to work with them and live with 
them, to me, might be too much together.



And his mother was a great person. She was a wonderful person but she would have 
basically resented it.
You were smart enough to recognize that.
Yeah, I didn’t want to get involved with her, so.
Did you just have the one daughter?
Yes.
Did she complete school in Fairplay?
She did but then she went on to Ft. Collins and college and she received her Masters.
In teaching?
No. She was an extension agent.
She’s currently living in Colorado Springs?
Yes. She has two daughters who are teenagers. And, oh my God!
You’re glad it’s her and not you?
Yeah, I am, I’ll tell ya!
I don’t know about you, I don’t know if you know Gaylene Williams?
Yes.
Well, Gaylene keeps talking to her oldest son about his teenager and she usually 
ends up by saying, “Payback’s hell, isn’t it?”. She just laughs at it. How did your 
daughter growing up and you growing up differ in terms of activities and things 
to do?
Well, I kind of had the run of the town which she never had. Butshe belonged to 4-H so 
she had a lot of 4-H activities. She had her own horse and she loved that, you know. 
Then, she, well they left. They would go to Denver. She and Jane McNamara’s 
daughter, she was a couple of years older than my daughter. She and another 
girl, (inaudible) Evanston, they would ride to Denver and go to movies and stuff like that. 
Or else they’d go over to Buena Vista, Salida, to the movies and when I grew up we had 
our own show right there and we had a movie theater so we didn’t have to do that. It 
was in the building where(inaudible). That used to be the theater.
Where she has the apartment in the back?
Yes.
Oh, okay. I was just talking to her about that building yesterday.
It used to be the theater building. But, I don’t know, (inaudible). They had more school 
activities then, too.
Well, transportation was a big difference.
Transportation was a big difference, yeah. I think that was the big difference, too. 
We (inaudible).  And then, of course, 4-H made a big difference, too.



Obviously, if she went on to become an extension agent.
Yes, yes.
When you moved down to Colorado Springs then, about two years ago?
No, it’s been three.
That was the first time that you really had lived outside of Fairplay?
Well, no. Well, maybe, really. I went with Aunt Edie. She taught school in Wray, 
Colorado, for a number of years and, oh, I was going into high school and I missed the 
mountains so terribly and was so homesick that, when we came home at 
Christmastime, I just stayed. I didn’t go back. But I did enjoy the school and I enjoyed it 
down there and the people and everything but it was just that I was just, I missed the 
mountains.
For the recorder, let me clarify that Kay’s Aunt Edie was Edith Moran. She taught 
in Fairplay, didn’t she?
No, I don’t think she ever had. Yeah, she taught in Wray mostly but she, her first 
teaching job was in Jefferson, I think. That’s my understanding. And, then, she was 
never a teacher in Fairplay. Then she went on and went to Wray, Colorado, and she 
taught there all thirty years.
I remember then that she was just a teacher because I met her when she was 
involved in the catacombs at the church.(Inaudible)
Yeah, she was the, that’s what I told my uncle that when I wanted to come home, I said, 
“She’s just an old maid!” She never married.
Well, some of us choose that. When you and Bob were married, did you live in the 
house that you’ve always lived in?
Yeah.
Where was the Pocock’s house? Is that still there?
Where Louise (inaudible) lives.
Oh, okay.
Up on Hathaway, yeah. The Pococks rented from us, see. Then when I moved over next 
door with my grandmother, then we rented the house out. And the Pococks, at one time, 
were one of the renters. And then when Bob and I got married, then they bought that 
house up where Louise lives. And then they sold that to Louise. They gave it to her 
practically because she worked for them for a number of years in the store and they, 
you know, and they did really, just kind of, which was wonderful, I thought. Well, they 
really didn’t give it to her. I could get into trouble for that.
You have been retired. You finally retired from the post office, right?
Yes.
When was that?
Well, I put 15 years in and that was in the 90s, I think.



Has retirement changed your life?
Oh! No, oh, no. Not really. I always stayed active. I’m active enough to where it hasn’t, 
you know. That’s the secret, if you can stay active, and not just not do anything.
Did you ever get bored?
In being retired? I don’t think so.
I’m still waiting, that’s why I ask. 4 ½ years, I haven’t gotten bored yet, so . . .
Oh, okay! I don’t think you will. No, because if I had just stayed, the secret is to stay 
active and to do things and meet new people. No, I’ve never been bored yet.
That’s good and you probably won’t be because you have kept active and made 
the change in your life to move to Colorado Springs when you had to for help. 
Had you stayed in Fairplay you would not have been as active.
That’s when I would have been bored because Fairplay has changed a lot.
And even next door, I don’t even know them anymore. The(inaudible) used to live 
there and that was fun. And the people next door are Breckenridge people. Is 
there a bad aspect of retirement?
No.
Okay, that’s good. I haven’t found a bad part yet, either. Once I realized I could get 
by without a salary then I started looking better.
Yeah! But you’re still kind of worried, just a little bit, if something could really happen. It’s 
kind of a worry in the back of your mind but you don’t think about it that often, you know. 
Especially with medical costs, you know, that’s why I had to go here.
Yeah, I’m looking forward to next April when I go on Medicare.
Oh, really?
I don’t have to worry about having insurance after that.
I know, but we got to keep our Medicare, because a lot of them have decided to do 
away with it.
Looking back over your life, can you say there was a time that was the happiest? 
The hardest?
Well, let’s see. Yeah, maybe during my high school years I was a little depressed. I 
would have, you know how girls can be at that age. That might have been the hardest 
was my high school years. Just simply because of I would get along with them and then 
something would happen and we’d all be fighting and, you know.
You didn’t have your own mother to help you through that.
Yeah, that probably would be the hardest years. And the happiest years was my married 
life and my early childhood life was happy even with the fire.



Well, you know we’ve gone back and forth and back and forth and we’ve covered 
a lot of your life. What kind of things do you think stand out to you as how 
Fairplay and South Park have changed?
Well, I think not having ranchers as family has changed it a lot because they were really 
family people and these people that are coming in now and buying up the ranches are, I 
don’t know, they’re just different. What was the other question?
I guess, you know, how have you seen it change?
(Inaudible)
And the impact on the change because, you’re right, ranching is not the stable 
factor that it was and ranch families . . .
Are not there anymore. I just hate to say, I don’t know, I’m so disappointed in this era of 
young people, anyhow, and the television and the awful things that you see all the time 
and hear about all the time and that bothers me a lot. I’m just glad I’m not having to live 
in this time.
Do you see that kind of thing with the younger attitudes, that have changed with 
the young people? Do you see that affecting Colorado Springs or is it big enough 
that it gets more diversified?
No, I think it does affect the teenagers down here to a certain extent, yeah, I do. I have 
two granddaughters that are teenagers and they’re all right except they just expect so 
much out of life, which we never did. I mean, I can’t ever remember thinking that, oh, I 
don’t know, they’re just different.  I can’t explain how come but they are. They have 
different ideas and . . .
Is there anything that we haven’t talked about that you feel should be part of the 
biography tape for posterity for the future?
Oh, I don’t know.
Is there anything, knowing this is going to go to the Historical Society, you will be 
able to have a copy, is there anything that you want to add for your child and 
grandchildren to know,because they can keep this. You know, more about 
yourself or maybe more about their grandfather because they didn’t know him.
Well, they knew him. I mean, they were both little girls and they did know him a little bit 
but not, of course, like they should have. Oh, gosh, this is not quite a question. 
Something for posterity then. Well, let’s see.
We covered a lot of things but I don’t know between my calling you initially that 
we were going to do this and now doing it if there are things that you’ve thought 
of.
There will be, probably.
You can call me up and I’ll come back, like I told you.
Because I’m not real sure how well I’ve explained myself, you know. I explained the 
area and (inaudible).



Well, this ends the official interview with Edith King Pocock, known to all of us as 
Kay Pocock, and there may be a second chapter if she remembers a lot of things.


