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What is your full name?
Albert A. Flynn.
What is the A for?
Anson. That’s my middle name.
How do you spell that?
A-N-S-O-N.
And Flynn is F-L-Y-N-N?
Right.

Date of birth?
7/11/11.
You are, of course, a male. Where were you born?
Colorado Springs.
What is your ethnic or cultural group?
Protestant.
Names and occupations of your parents?
Henry Osie Flynn is my father.
Is that O-S-E-O-R-N?
O-S-I-E.
What did he do?
He was a teamster and a rancher. Little different teamster than we have now a days.  It 
was like a four to six horse teamster.
Oh! Okay.
It’s still the same but it’s a different culture, you know. 
It was more horse?
Yeah, horse.
Your mother’s name?
Annie Flynn. I don’t know her middle name.
That’s okay. We’ll just put a question mark. What did she do?



You know, I don’t know. She died when I was about 4. So, I don’t know just what she did 
do.
That’s okay. Were there others that helped raise you?
Oh, yeah. My aunt.  My dad’s sister up in Montana. I went up there and spent during the 
First World War.  I was up there and stayed about three years. 
And what is her name?
Greldy Bowman.
G-R-E-L-D-Y?
I think that’s close.
B-O-W-M-A-N?
Right.
Okay. Was there anyone else?
No, that was about it.
How about the names of your grandparents?
Let’s see, Gilbert Clive Flynn, was my grandpa but I never did see him. He was killed in 
Oklahoma in the early days.
G-I-L-B-E-R-T? 
Yeah.
C-L-Y-D-E?
I think so. I think it was C-L-I-V-E.
And the last name was . . . I’m sorry?
Flynn. And I don’t know the other grandpa. Fancher was my mother’s name.
F-A-N-C-H-E-R?
Yeah. That was Annie Fancher, was her name, yeah. But that was, I put Annie Flynn 
because that’s who she was.
So, the other side?
I don’t know much about ‘em. We never did talk about it. I never did ask Dad and he 
never did tell me.
Okay. How about siblings?
Whose?
Yours. Do you have any brothers or sisters?
Yeah, yeah. I had three brothers and one sister.
Okay, and what are their names?
Gilbert Clive Flynn.



Just like your grandpa?
Yeah. Then Arthur O. Flynn.
Do you remember the middle name?
I imagine, well, just put “O” because I imagine, oh see, I don’t know what it was really.
Okay. All right.
And then Earl Flynn, he was the engineer on the Rio Grande.
E-A-R-L?
Yeah.
Did he have a middle name?
Marion.
M-A-R-I-A-N.
M-A-R-I-O-N, I think.
And your sister’s name?
Goldie.
G-O-L-D-Y?
I-E.
Goldie G.?
Yeah, G.
G for?
I don’t remember what it was for. Gladys, I think, but that’s okay.
And the name of your wife?
May H. Garo.
Is that H for Harriet?
Yeah, right. 
H-A-R-R-I-E-T?
I think so.
When did you marry Aunt May?
When did we marry?
Yeah.
Uh, 19, well you know we was married in the town there in New Mexico but that was the 
courthouse burned down and all the papers was burned up so we was married again in 
Raton and I think it was 1953 the second time.
So you married twice because they didn’t have the papers?



Yeah.
So the first time was maybe a year before that?
Several years before that. It was right after the war. That’d be ’46.
Do you remember the month and the day?
No.
Okay. Now the names of your children with ages or birthdates.
So far, I guess, none.
None? What about Jerry?
Well, she’s a stepdaughter. Didn’t your mother ever tell you that?
Yeah. I wonder if we should put that. We should probably put that with 
stepchildren, do you think? Do you think we should?
Well, you could just put down daughter.
Okay and that was Jerry Ann?
Uh, huh.
J-E-R-R-Y?
Yeah. 
And then A-N-N?
Uh, huh. Shanahan.
S-H-A-N-A-H-A-N?
Uh, huh.
And, let’s see, friends or other persons significant throughout life?
Well, right now I don’t know of any. What do you mean? I mean just friends or what?
Yeah, if you had any friends like a best friend or if you were really close to maybe 
an aunt or an uncle or grandparent or anyone. You can put anyone there.
Well, not really, I guess. I got a friend now, Walt Kinsler, I mean, you know, we’re kind of 
like brothers.
Okay. Do you know his middle name?
No.
That’s okay. K-I-N-S-L-E-R?
Yeah. He was a forest service, see, and we’d go out. We was up to Cotopaxi the other 
day.
Oh, that’s the gentleman that picked you up?
Uh, huh.



Okay, great!
Then we run around quite a bit. Well, not a lot but we have two or three times a year.  
We take rides up in the hills and look at the flowers and different things.
Did you guys see the Hayman Fire? Any sign of it?
Uh, yeah. I got a few pictures of the camp there but I kind of stayed away from there 
because they said to keep outta there. There’s so many people around Lake George.
Sure, okay. Do you want me to just put Walt down or do you have anybody else 
you want me to put in there?
Leave it blank for now.
That’s okay. Let’s see, the last one is just the places you lived during your 
lifetime.
Well, let’s see, there’s quite a few places.
That’s okay.
Like I was born here but then my dad homesteaded at the Ellicot out there in the old 
(inaudible) ranch.
Ellicot?
Well, yeah, that’s his first but that’s, what have you got from here?
I have Colorado Springs.
Oh, okay. Yeah, then Ellicot.
-E-L-L . . .
I-C-O-T.
That’s in Colorado, right?
Yeah. And then he worked for the Bohart Ranch out there (inaudible). And then he went 
from the (inaudible). And then we went from the (inaudible) ranch that he homesteaded 
up at Cotopaxi so . . .
Okay.
So, we moved to Cotopaxi and I think in 1916. And then during the war and when my 
mother died then, see, I went to Montana.
Do you remember the name of the town in Montana?
Yeah. Polebridge.
P-O-L-E-B-R-I-D-G-E?
Uh, huh.
Okay. All right. 



And then after that we came back to Cotopaxi and lived and then when Dad got married 
well I went to South Park. I was (inaudible). I think the first time we went to South Park 
was 1927.
Did you go to Fairplay or was that Hartsel?
Well, it was Hartsel. We went up there haying, you know, and started . . . And then, let’s 
see, I guess after living up there in the park we then all went into the service and was 
overseas in the service for five years so . . . then we come back and started working for 
the Forest Service. Back to Colorado Springs. So that’s about the only places I’ve been.
That’s all right. And you said that your dad married again?
Yeah.
Should I put her name down here?
No.
No? Okay, that’s all right.
I didn’t know much about her. I’d just as soon not know, really. And now what do you 
want?
Now when did you initially start working for the Forest Service?
Well, the first time I started was 19, well I’m not quite sure whether ‘30s, spring of ’35 or 
’36. It seems like it should have been, I always thought it was ’35 but (inaudible) I think it 
was in spring of 1936 was (inaudible) Buffalo Peaks in the tree camp there. That grass 
seed run down to . . . Fitzsimmon had a kidney taken out so he said well if you wanna 
go there and work why I could, you know, and make more money than the ranch so I 
went over there and I was there . . . I put in two weeks there and then we had four foot 
of snow so I come back and he sent word over there for me to come home and take 
care of the cattle because he couldn’t do it. So then I (inaudible) that was in 1936. I 
worked about two weeks there at the mining camp. That was when some snow came, 
four foot of snow (inaudible) in that year, whatever it was, ’36, I guess. 
So then after you took care of the cattle did you go back to work for the Forest 
Service?
No. I never went back to the Forest Service until after World War II. I worked on ranches 
up there in South Park and on the round-ups and stuff there and then after World War II 
I got a job in Deckers there. My sister seen in the paper there the Forest Service wanted 
some help so I went to work there for the Forest Service at the tree planting camp they 
had at Deckers. So I started over there making $5.95 a day. But on my first job, in 1936, 
we were given $2.25 a day and we spent, I think, .33 a meal for our meals. And we got 
floorboards and half a bale of hay and two blankets. We lived in tents. Then, where are 
we now?
You were talking about Deckers.
Yeah. I lived there for about five years and in 1947, why, they wanted me on the fire 
lookout at that time and I’d never been on a fire lookout so they couldn’t get no 
(inaudible) so they come down and I was working for the Forest Service (inaudible) 



Deckers (inaudible) had several men working for us, working in the campgrounds and 
so then why Ray Johnson he come over there and he wasn’t a ranger but he was 
assistant ranger there and so finally he talked us into going over there. So we went to 
Devil’s Head.  So we was on Devil’s Head from ’47 through ’51 when the fire broke out 
and then after that why, like I said, you know, (inaudible) went to the sign shop and I 
worked there for the regional sign shop in Wyoming and Colorado and Nebraska and 
South Dakota. We made signs for all of ‘em in the grasslands (inaudible). Then after 
that, (inaudible) gonna move to Golden so, that was in 1961 I think, so the (inaudible) 
asked me if I wanted to go with him, you know.  I’d been there a long time, and I said 
well I’d probably had enough sawdust. So, I went to the recreation crew and Walt 
Kinsler was my boss then so we worked in recreation. I had been on recreation before 
that, with that, too. We ran the sign shop and the rec crew so he was on the road crew 
but then he got transferred over there when Joe left to the recreation crew so I went to 
work for him and so we worked there for quite awhile. And, of course, we’d always go 
on fires (inaudible). That’s how I really got acquainted with Walt. We was up in Fairplay 
in October of 1952, they had a fire. We was working there in Fairplay doing 
maintenance work and so we lived over there up Kenosha Pass and we seen the 
smoke and we knew where we was gonna go so we (inaudible). I think we took the 
night shift there and then, no, we took the dayshift, I guess, because we went in but we 
was called in there but next morning we went to work and so I had . . . we got Lowry Air 
Force Base up there so I had 100 men on the west side and Joe Eisworth was my boss 
then. He had the east side with 105 men, I think, up there and we was working on that 
and the wind got to blowing and we had to (inaudible) I don’t know quite how big it was, 
it was small to the fires we have now a days but the section of ground (inaudible) so 
Walt was up there and I had that and the wind was blowing and we had (inaudible) 
about that high. That’s when, you know, they take the tractor and push up the . . . make 
a trail out of it. And that was all on fire just like a furnace, you know, so it was in the fall 
in October and the leaves are on the ground and (inaudible) radiator, you know, and the 
cab was hot and I asked him, I didn’t know him very well then, and I asked him if he 
could hit that a couple of times and he said well he didn’t hardly think so. He said that 
tractor was so hot, you know, and I said well I understood that but (inaudible) so he hit it 
about four or five times and knocked ‘em (inaudible) down and I think it saved - the fire 
might would have went to Breckenridge from there.
Oh, wow.
You know, it was getting . . . with that wind coming up and stuff, so that’s when I got to 
really liking Walt Kinsler because he saved my line, you know, and did a good deed, too. 
We was still up in recreation and then we built that place up there in Wilkerson Pass 
and we (inaudible) the bathroom. It was a restroom and, what do you call it?
Like a picnic area?
Yeah, they had picnics and campgrounds then. Like it was public relations. They had a 
gal up there that worked there and put out literature and stuff and mostly (inaudible) 
building and stuff there and then my boss come up there, the main boss in recreation, 
and said they didn’t have any more money and that was in about ’69, I think, and so, or 
’70, so they asked me if I could go to Fairplay or Bailey or somewhere and I talked to 



my wife and she said she didn’t want to go back to Fairplay, you know, it’s pretty high up 
there, 10,000. I didn’t want Lake George. Lake George is so hot in the summer and cold 
in the winter. One time was up there and the woman at the restaurant there, she told me 
about the year it got to 70 below zero at Lake George.
Wow, I didn’t know that it got that cold.
Yeah, it’s right there on the river, you know, and it gets cold. I think that was kind of 
unusual cold but like South Park they had 50 below lots of times. I’ve seen that. 40 and 
30, you know.
Did you go to Bailey then?
Yeah, we met then she decided we’d move to Bailey and so we was there for awhile. So 
I went down to the office there in Denver on Wadsworth one time and we got to talking 
this and that and I told him I should probably have been to Buffalo instead of Bailey and 
one of the guys said well do you wanna move and I said yeah, I’ll move. Because it 
wasn’t really that far but about 15-20 miles but most of my men was at Buffalo and I had 
to load up everything there in the morning and get ready and go down there and pick 
‘em up and leave and be ready at 8:00, you know. And I was building these new toilets 
down there on the river there. They was made out of stone and cinderblocks. They 
would (inaudible) so we laid ‘em in and the crew then they had to . . . after I moved 
down there I had help loading and unloading and stuff and then finally then most of 
those kids come from Denver so they got ‘em up there. They’d get there about time for 
a coffee break. So, we had to have the coffee break and then so that kid was driving, 
nice kid, I think he was from Utah. He was driving the car with the kids with him, he was 
a young guy himself. He said the ranger said they were going to have to quit a little 
early (inaudible) about 3:30, you know.  They couldn’t drive to Denver in an hour from 
where we was so, you know. I said gosh you might want to stay around. You get here at 
10 and quit at 3. But it worked out pretty good. 
Was that your last station then at Buffalo Peaks?
Yeah. I stayed there. Then we got this (inaudible) ranger there he was (inaudible) real 
nice ranger and he quit. He went somewhere and then we had another ranger. Really, 
the best ranger I ever had was Wayne Shettleworth. He came there in the district and 
we got along real good and he was just a nice, real nice guy. So then I stayed there until 
’75 and then I retired and that was the end of the pike.
You talked a little bit about that group of kids that came up. Was that the 
Conservation Corp or . . . ?
Yeah, I don’t know just exactly. Well, I’ll tell ya, they were (inaudible) you know.  They 
were supposed to (inaudible) from the poor kids and they picked ‘em up there and but 
you know we had some real good kids. They were good workers and we had one or two 
that used a little pot, you know. Not on the job but we had ones and we had to let ‘em go 
but not in that crew. They were real good kids and they liked it, too. I have to let the cat 
out. 
That’s okay, I’ll stop it. (Tape is interrupted.) Okay, now we were talking about the 
Conservation Corp kids.



I just worked that one year but there were lots of times when they had the big fires, why, 
I was called like to Montana.
Oh, I didn’t realize that.
Yeah.  See that was 1961 and we went to Missoula there and then we took Bess and 
we went over into wilderness area there and then we went into Idaho over there on the 
Lochsa River (inaudible) axes and saws and all that stuff in the (inaudible) leave it 
natural, you know. But you know we was in there and in that same country I’d read 
about it when I was up at Devil’s Head in 1911, I think that was 1910 but (inaudible) was 
1911, they had a big fire that started about South Dakota and went clear to the coast out 
there and you know when we was out there there was about 4 foot of that burn.  Trees, 
the dead trees from 1911 still standing in that area up there. Now there’s a (inaudible) 
grew up around them there.
So, did that help keep the fire going?
Yeah. It didn’t help it any. (Inaudible). We got that out and then we went over to Dixie.  
They called it Dixie there, and had a fire camp over there and Ernie Gumble, he was the 
fire boss, he’s out of Region II in Denver and I met him down there. I was up on top of 
the hill. We had two or three crews working in different places and so I was supposed to 
relieve the guy on the line there and so we both had about two days and our mail carrier 
there had a Jeep that went up and down that hill to the main camp and so he went there 
two or three times a day and I told him well the next time your down to the camp, Dixie 
Camp, I said ask Ernie if he got a job for me. I said there’s two on this job and we don’t 
need that so he said yeah I’ll ask him. The next time he went down there he got back at 
night and he said well I have a job for you in the morning and so I went down there and 
they put me in charge of the slurry planes that’s by these crop dusters in Washington 
state and they was down there at . . . We had taken a slurry down at (tape goes blank) 
so we’s there and we had a guy, he’s . . . (Tape ends.) I don’t know, just seemed it was 
$150 an hour but, you know, they was doing the job so I told ‘em, I said we got, Ernie 
says we got 5000 men on this here fire and (inaudible) rotation a little bit but we had 
5000 men on it and I said I betcha half of ‘em sitting down and I said these guys are up 
there in the air and risking their life and I said I don’t think they’re getting what they 
deserve so that night they come in, I had 5 men, and then they wanted me to take care 
of the radio and I said it sound like two pretty big jobs so I (inaudible) from the Corp of 
Land and Bill Peterson was his name, real nice guy, he was just standing there and I 
asked him if he’d take care of the radio and he said yeah so we stayed there and he 
stayed down there two or three days and that night the pilots they come to check with 
their time and they was really pleased with the time. I didn’t give ‘em a lot of everything. 
I told this guy (inaudible) I said when they fly in I can see the numbers on their wings 
and then when they go out I can see ‘em again. I says when they come and go 
(inaudible) that’s their time out there so I had five to take care of and they was coming 
and going pretty fast, you know, and they had to go, it wasn’t real fast but I mean you 
couldn’t take care of the radio and all that stuff. So, then I think the third day, why, they 
come out there and told me to stop (inaudible) so I stopped and I didn’t know (inaudible) 
and (inaudible) between there and Greenville, that’s there we first went, some little town 
down there and then we come out there in the truck, the Dixie Camp. Between there 



and (inaudible) the Silver Creek fire started up and they was three guys got burnt up 
there and so they pulled the planes and they set ‘em down there so I stopped ‘em and 
told ‘em (inaudible) and someone else (inaudible) but I didn’t know what had happened 
or anything for the next day. They didn’t tell me so and then I met another friend, a good 
friend. He used to be on the recreation crew there. Jock Henry. He was up there and I 
met him and he was the one that set me up there. I asked him how long are we gonna 
be up there, Jock? He said, “Oh, probably ten days,” you know. Generally a few days on 
the fire. So that was a pretty big fire, 35,000 acres. So I met him up there and then on 
Labor Day in ’61 (inaudible) raining a little bit, you know, and there the truck started 
(inaudible). Because, you know, it just didn’t look too bad to me so they started pulling 
everybody out so, of course, they had a good weather bureau and everything. That’s 
one of the main things they had on the fire.  That’s one of the things they shouldn’t have 
done there at, over there in Glenwood Springs, when they had that and it burned up 
those 14 firefighters. I think at certain times the wind could be 40 miles an hour but they 
shouldn’t even have been on the hill, as far as I’m concerned, because that’s pert now 
inevitable when that . . . when you get the wind up that high.
So, you pretty much were alone with those guys out there working the line? There 
was someone else watching the weather and to let folks know . . .
Yeah. Generally we get . . . like on this Kenosha Fire, what was that guy, Knudson, he 
was a rancher. He come in from California. I mean, he was a (inaudible). It was in the 
Bailey district but they put Knudson there in charge of the fire and so every morning I’d 
go in there and I’d get a copy of the weather, you know, and what it was gonna be and 
my duties and stuff and then I was in charge of 100 men on there and then they give me 
some overhead and there’s no longer a regional office down in Denver and this is on the 
Kenosha Fire in Colorado, kind of jumping (inaudible). But, anyway, they was there and 
my boss at that time, Joe Eisworth, he said, “You know these guys?” and I said, “No, I 
don’t know any of ‘em.” and he looked at the names and he said, “Well I’ll introduce you 
to ‘em.” and they all (inaudible) in the office and big shots and so (inaudible) you know, 
they hadn’t (inaudible) much of the regular experience on fires and stuff. They had to 
(inaudible) and they was (inaudible). They (inaudible) theirselves which was good that 
they hadn’t been on fires and they didn’t know and they asked me what to do so I give 
‘em radios, couple radios, you know, that they could contact and somebody they could 
tell me and send messages to me and I had people. I had, it takes about a crew of 
about 20 men, you know, and the (inaudible) gotta watch all the time and so that was 
the men over there. The ranger owned the Bailey District at that time, why, he wanted 
me to take some of the soldiers in there and we had (inaudible) inside and we was 
fighting the fire up there. It was bad. That wind, you know. So, I should have asked him 
if I (inaudible) I keep wanting (inaudible) just a suggestion and, because he wasn’t my 
boss, see? I went off the line and I said well, okay, (inaudible) half acre of trees and they 
were nice pretty trees in there but just all along and so we went down there and I took 
about five men and took ‘em down there and of course I shouldn’t have been down 
there, see, because I was trying to be good-natured for everybody (inaudible). Anyway, 
we got down there and during that time it exploded, you know, (inaudible). “This is it,” I 
said, “we’re going back”. Everything worked out all right but, you see, I was going to 
give my boss’s rules going in there and the second ranger shouldn’t have been in there 



at all telling me what to do. I mean, I was taking my orders from another guy. Things 
happened that way but anyway I didn’t make a big deal about it but as soon as it blew 
up there wasn’t no use being there so I just told ‘em to get out of there. When we 
(inaudible) fire in Idaho we went to Greenville and then they had a plane that took us 
over to Lewiston. Look like it was a vast (inaudible). I think it was about 15 seats and it 
was a single-engine plane looked like Lindbergh’s plane. And they had, I think they had 
two rows of seats in there so we got in there and we flew to Lewiston. So we got that 
(inaudible) all these pilots, you know, that had been on the fire and they said “What are 
you doing down here?” And I said, “Well, it’s Labor Day weekend and everything was 
chartered, all the planes, so we couldn’t get nowhere.” So they said, “Maybe we can 
help you there,” and they was glad to see me and they were all nice guys and so they 
went around there and did some talking so they got us a ride. They said, “We can get 
you to Blessee, Idaho,” and “Do you want to go there?” And I said, “Well, I’ll ask Jock 
Henry.” He had the purchase order and stuff. And I said, “Yeah.” He said, “Yeah we’ll 
take that,” and so we got to Blessee and they was going down to Salt Lake so we got a 
ride clear on to Salt Lake City but that’s as far as we could get. We couldn’t get no other 
planes out and there’s only about five of us left and there’s a (inaudible) guy named 
Forrester from, uh, he was a ranger from over in the San Luis Valley and so . . . I think 
we had two men get off there and then Jock and me and those two guys and seemed 
like there was someone else . . . oh yeah, (inaudible) so we flew into the San Luis Valley 
and met those guys out there in Alamosa and then we flew over the Sand Dunes and 
then into Colorado Springs and then May and them come down there to pick us up. 
(Inaudible).
Did other folks come from out of state to help put out the fires that you fought 
here in like Park County?
Yeah. A lot of the fires that we had here was mostly pretty small but we’d have to go to 
other places who had big fires but, you know, for years we had wet weather and 
everything and we didn’t have big fires and we generally caught ‘em before they was 
big. Now, like over in Devil’s Head, why, I was a lookout there and then we had a 
lightning storm and we’d just sit around there, my wife and I would both be up there a lot 
of time during the electric storm, and then we’d see wherever a strike hit and so we’d 
mark it on the map for the firefighter and watch that because they called ‘em sleepers, 
you know. During the rain storm, why, they wouldn’t flare up any then the lightning 
would hit and you could see the bolt hit it and so you’d pinpoint that on your map and 
then watch it and then after they had a good rain there then in a few days then the wind 
would come back and it would start a fire. You’d look down there and here come smoke 
curling up so a lot of time I called Ray Johnson and he’d go on the fires down there to 
get one or two. Then if we get anymore, you know, we’d get everybody we could down 
there to . . . from Buffalo Creek or Indian Creek and from the district there and then, of 
course, we were taking care of five districts at that time, Woodland Park and Lake 
George and Fairplay and Bailey and Buffalo Creek and then Indian Creek. Devil’s Head 
took in all those areas and it depends on whose district it was, you know. If it was Lake 
George, we’d call a guy out or in Woodland Park, Bradshaw, Bill Bradshaw, was a 
ranger down there. One of his uncles is a . . . he was . . . one of my aunts married a 
Bradshaw, see. I didn’t know until I went to fight that fire at Devil’s Head that he was a 



relation to me. He was a good ranger and he was in Woodland Park there but wherever 
the lightning strike why we’d get those people out and then we’d run out of people and 
I’d put May on there and then I’d go (inaudible) pretty close there. We was up there 
where we could see it and we’d watch for ‘em and then when they’d come up there’d 
only be one tree burning. If you could get it then that saves an acre of trees or more so 
we done pretty good there. And they got a good lookout up there now at the . . .  I guess 
he’s up there. Now, I’ve seen on TV the other night that Bill Ellis is in there. Walt and I 
walked up there one time and talked to him and he had a fire and he pinpointed right 
below Deckers down there on the river and that fire he said he called it in and told 
where it was and it was right across the river and he was right on the money. So we 
went around and took pictures of him. I took a picture of Bill and then we went over 
there and we got a couple of pictures then but then I heard that Bill was gone and I 
guess he come back. I talked to Steve (inaudible), he was down there to the party 
yesterday and he told me that Bill, I don’t know why, but he quit for awhile there at . . . 
he was there (inaudible) and they had Mrs. Dowd, she was the first lookout on Devil’s 
Head and so it showed her and then just Bill was the only one who was sitting there, 
you know, (inaudible). Then this Jock Henry that I was in this fire with, I’d meet him at 
Memorial Grove at Monument and remember men that died that year, why, next year 
when we go up there, why, we dedicate their name, we put up a plaque for them and 
plant a tree. They used to plant a tree for every man that died that worked in Pike 
National Forest and they started in World War I. Whenever a guy got killed over there 
why they’d dedicate him that worked in the Pike, you know. And then yesterday I found 
out (inaudible) things there with Jock Henry and stuff. About every year he’s there and 
we talked and then yesterday over there they told me he died. He had cancer, also. You 
know, he was a nice husky looking young man and so I hadn’t seen him in a long time 
and so when we went to Memorial Grove why I met him up there and he’s real thin and 
stuff. He said he was getting along good and he was there for several years and last 
year or two I didn’t get up there and I guess they said . . . Steve told me he’d been dead 
a couple three years I guess. I didn’t know that, you know? Course, if I had went there I 
would have known he died. I talked to Bill Nelson, a ranger down here on the Pike, 
who’s there now. I talked to him and asked him about the party they had. We kind of 
have a pot-luck dinner and dedication and Tommy Thompson comes in, he’s in the 
regional office in Denver, he comes down there. Him and Bill keep that memorial going 
pretty good which is real nice, I think. May, she’s up there.
Oh, she is?
Yeah. 
Now where is that memorial at?
In Monument. No, actually, it’s two miles out of Monument. It’s an old tree nursery in 
Monument. That’s why we call it the . . . you know where the Monument rock is? Have 
you seen that?
I think so.
It’s right in the middle of it.
And that’s dedicated to all the folks that died?



Yeah. It’s over the hill a little bit, it’s (inaudible) in there. We used to live right close to it 
when I worked at the Monument nursery. They don’t have the nursery there anymore. 
It’s a tree nursery is what it was and that’s where they cut down the trees they planted in 
the Pike and everywhere and sent out to (inaudible) and I had moved some of that stuff 
from Monument to Mt. Sopris. They had a nursery over there, up from Glenwood there, 
and I think I heard it’s still on but they got . . . well the nursery, I know they had a Region 
2’s Blessing Nursery in Nebraska now. (Inaudible) and then I guess they had the big fire 
there and it burned a lot of the trees and several people, you know, that’s really proud of 
that and stuff. (Inaudible) but I heard ‘em talking about it because it’s kind of their baby, 
you know.
Well, is there anything else you want . . .
Unless you got more questions.
You talked a little about the role that Aunt May played. Was she employed by the 
Forest Service?
Yeah. She was an alternate lookout. She’d work on my days off. See, instead of paying 
me overtime they’d, you know, give her two days and that’d save . . . but, yeah, the 
wages weren’t big them days. I think when I went to (inaudible) $6.40 a day and that 
was a raise from $5.90. And then you get, you know, a step at a time so I think when I 
left there we was getting, I think . . . I don’t know whether it was $11.25 or $11.20. I 
forget. And it took a long time, I mean, you know, a lot of people thought it was a nice 
easy paying job. Well, I liked the work because it was outdoors and stuff and it a lot of 
jobs paid more than that but we did get a lot of benefits and (inaudible). They paid part 
of her health, you know, the Blue Cross and Blue Shield and we got vacation time. It 
was . . . I liked it. I kind of got used to . . . I kind of (inaudible) and then the Forestry 
when I was a kid in Montana, you know, and they had to have a guy up there from 
Tennessee and they didn’t have no . . . I don’t think they even had a fire lookout but 
every time they had a storm why he would . . . in charge and he’d go up there and I 
guess (inaudible) the same peak at the Cyclone Peak and they got a fire tower. I met 
this girl from Montana on that fire tower and I went up to the tower and talked to her 
there. I think it’s probably the same peak he used to go up.  Dewey Parish was his 
name. That was 1918 but (inaudible) when she’s up there, I don’t know what year. 1986 
or something when I was up there last time, I guess. I kind of understood forestry, you 
know.  I mean, just as a kid I liked it, you know. People talking about it and stuff and I 
think the first cabin we stayed in there, before Annie got her cabin built, was a ranger 
station there. We stayed there about a year, I guess. Well, I guess that’s about it. Unless 
we get down some other track.
So, one question that I have, you know, how Aunt May worked some of the time 
for you so they could save overtime, were there other, was that a situation that 
the Forest Service did with other husbands and wives? Is that how they could 
have ran the husband and wife?
Yeah. I think so. You know, when I was up there at, Ray Johnson was the . . . he was a 
pretty good ranger. He was assistant ranger. But everything had to be by the book, you 
know, but, you know, he was kind of picky about it. I mean, everything had to come to 



be his way. I mean, I would get up there in the morning at 5:00 and work the whole 
country over there. I had to see if there were any fires or anything and at 5:00 or 6:00 
why I had to call in the . . . was that where we had her party up there? Castle Rock. I 
had to call in the operator at Castle Rock and check the telephone (inaudible) at 6:00. 
But he had his rules. I didn’t call him to . . . he went on duty at 8:00, see, so I called him 
at 8:00. But see I had two hours working that we didn’t get paid for and then, if we was 
on the fire, why we’d have to stay there till maybe 9:00 or 10:00.  So, sometimes, I was 
on the fire and May was up there by herself. She was up there at 9:00 at night and we 
was over there in the wilderness area over there (inaudible) Park. It’s back up there in 
that area. Goose Creek. We was at a fire up there. There was Ray Johnson and Walter 
Clark and I and then she was in the fire station. She was . . . oh, one time she was in 
(inaudible) two weeks. I was down in the valley there a . . . , between Sedalia and Indian 
Creek. I had a bunch of men there. I was building fence, border fence in the Forest 
Service, and so she was up there for . . . that was in the spring, for about two weeks by 
herself.
Wow. Okay.
Of course, we always had a lot of lightning up there and it’d hit the tower, you know.
Oh, really?
Yeah. I think . . . well, your mother, she was there when we first went up there I think 
she was three years old and she couldn’t walk all the way and so I’d put her on top of 
my pack and packed her the rest of the way up there. (Inaudible) picky thing and I’d put 
(inaudible). This woman come up there and we had a rain barrel there and caught water 
there. We had to pack all of the drinking water a mile and a half to the tower there and 
so Jackie was little and so she . . . this woman got a little palm of water and gave it to 
her dog, you know, and Jackie she went up there and said, “Did you know that’s our 
drinking water”, or something. Well, I guess the lady thought that was her drinking 
water, you know, so she was  . . . well, the lady, you know, she was really embarrassed, 
I guess. (Inaudible) and so then in about a week or two here come a package to the 
ranger’s kids on Devil’s Head. They didn’t know our name or anything so they just put it 
that way and it had to come through the Indian Creek where Ray Johnson lived and so, 
you know, I could call (inaudible) and he said, “You know, you’re not a ranger.” I said, 
“We don’t call ourselves a ranger.” When they come up there we’d explain that we’re fire 
lookouts and we had fire ranger districts and when the assistant, Ray Johnson . . . 
Wherever I go, I don’t care where it’s at, and you see someone in the uniform and he’s 
in the forest he’s a forest ranger, whether it’s man, woman or, you know. So it’s just 
natural to call ‘em a ranger but we don’t always call ‘em that. You know, that seems to 
get under their hide, Ray’s hide there, that he didn’t like me to be a ranger or my wife or 
whoever. But what really got me teed off about it was that a couple of guys come up 
from the regional office and it was a foggy evening. It was after 5:00 so I come down 
from the tower and I took off my necktie and threw it in the house and went on to the fire 
danger reading and then I taken it back up and these two fellas from the regional office 
(inaudible) by the Forest Service and they didn’t have no ties on. They’d taken off. So I 
invited them up, you know, and I told ‘em I was done taking the fire danger reading and 
they went up there and I explained things but you couldn’t show ‘em nothing because it 



was foggy out. It wasn’t raining, it was just foggy. So, I don’t know what was wrong with 
‘em, but I was really nice to ‘em and I didn’t  . . . so anyway, Ray he had (inaudible) 
work why he wanted May and I to walk down this (inaudible) dark, you know, and so he 
could chew us out. We didn’t know what was coming up so . . . but anyway, him and Bill 
Maxwell was the district ranger for Buffalo was over there and so they started this 
ranger business and we told ‘em what we always told ‘em that we were fire lookouts not 
rangers and stuff and these two guys come up and said I didn’t have a tie on and I said, 
“Well, I got news for you, buddy.” I said, These two guys didn’t have no ties on either.” 
and so we stood there for about a half hour or so and being chewed out and so well 
May said, “You know, Ray, we didn’t know anything about this place and didn’t care 
about it and you just kept coming (inaudible) us up here,” but said, “Now, in the morning 
we’ll be ready to leave.” (inaudible)” Oh, no!” “Oh, no!” (Inaudible). I gotta go back a little 
bit. One time I got hurt, my back hurt. I was cutting wood there on my day off and so 
then I couldn’t walk straight up, you know, and I couldn’t go to the doctor till my day was 
off again. That could be a week, you know. So, one morning I didn’t (inaudible) May said 
I’ll take care of the lookout today and you go ahead and go to the doctor. (Inaudible) got 
up pretty good so I . . . when I willing to go, you know. We were told that, “Oh no you 
can’t go till your time off.” Well, anyhow, Ray McKinnon, he was a supervisor out of 
Colorado Springs and real nice guy. I met him on the planning camps.  We talked 
several times. He come up there that day when I was down to the doctor and so he 
said, “Well, where is Al? I thought this was his day to work?” and May said,”Well, he hurt 
his back and he had to go to the doctor and so I’m working in his place.” and he set 
there and (inaudible) and so she asked him, you know, if he knew water and everything 
was hard to get there so she asked him to go down and have coffee and sandwich. I 
think she had some pie there. He said no he better not and so they talked about a 
(inaudible) and different things, you know. So, May (inaudible) take that (inaudible) sat 
down there and had a cup of coffee and had some pie and he even give her some tip 
there and she didn’t want that but, you know, it was nice of him to offer, you know. 
Anyway, so she accepted it but she really didn’t want it, you know. Just a good gesture. 
But, anyway, in about three days why Bill Maxwell got a letter and Ray Johnson got a 
letter and I got a letter and it says anytime these lookouts get sick and need to go to the 
doctor they have sick leave just the same as you guys do.
Oh! So because of that they changed the policy.
Yeah. I couldn’t go when I was sick. I had to wait till a day off. And they said they will 
draw sick leave just the same as the rest of you and I knew they even (inaudible) sick 
leave, you know. 
Well, that’s good. So that’s how you finally got a little bit of leave, then, huh?
Yeah. Well, they was making their own rules and the Forest Service didn’t do that. They 
give you your sick leave and kids even got sunburned and stuff, you know, in planning 
camps and you’d tell ‘em to keep their shirts on, you know. Some of ‘em got real 
blistered, you know, especially the light complected guys. So, they took care of ‘em and 
sent ‘em to the doctor and stuff. I had to leave the (inaudible) in the Army and I got paid 
for that when I got out and, of course, then if we was sick why we didn’t get sick leave 
we just went to the hospital but I didn’t . . . well, I did go in once when I was in Persia. 



They put me in the heat center. I had sand black fever and I had it two or three days and 
the guy he wanted me to go on sick call but I says, “No, I better not.” I still had the fever, 
105, so they put me in this here cooler. It’s underground and it’s made out of adobe and 
stuff and it was the only place that was cool because, you know, I sat around 120-130 
degrees everyday in the sun out there.
Right. Okay. Well, is there anything else you want to say or did you pretty well 
cover it?
That’s pretty much, I guess. 
Okay. 
Tape ends.


