Parked in the Past
The Flume’s 1913 Year in Review
Coldest winter on record, income tax becomes law, Panama
Canal opens
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As The Flume’s 2013 year in review is in
preparation for next week’s edition, it
seems appropriate to look further back in
time – to 1913 – to sense how far the
county and the nation have come in 100
years, but paradoxically to recognize that
the passing of time doesn’t change life
circumstances all that much.

Shipping of packages by “Parcel Post”
goes into effect Jan. 1, lowering mail
rates for packages. Postage for an 11pound package going 50 miles is 35
cents, 150 miles is 45 cents and, when
mailed from New York to San Francisco,
postage is $1.32. [Adjusting for inflation
that cost is equal to nearly $32 today.]

The year 1913 was a year of firsts –
income tax became law, vehicle licensing
began, the Panama Canal opened, and
cattle from Billy Sanborn’s South Park
ranch won first place at the Colorado
State Fair.

William Lucas Link, 52, dies in
Breckenridge on Dec. 29, 1912, of heart
trouble. (He was Park County assessor in
1892 and 1893 and county treasurer from
1894 to 1897.) Temporarily buried at
Breckenridge, his remains are later
moved to the Como cemetery.

December 1913 was (and still is) the
coldest winter with the heaviest snowfall
on record in Colorado; violent and bloody
murders made the news in February and
August, and Lake Antero [Antero
Reservoir] was closed in March because
it was windy.
All stories appeared in the Fairplay Flume
from January to December 1913.
January

Colorado is in the grip of a cold wave,
Denver reports 23 below zero on
Monday, Jan. 6, Colorado Springs is 32
below, and 40 below is reported at St.
Elmo in Chaffee County.
Fairplay Flume merges with rival
newspaper the Park County Bulletin. The
name is Park County Bulletin and
Fairplay Flume for two months, but later

the names are reversed to Fairplay
Flume and Park County Bulletin.

Roberts; and Oswald Heinrich, an
acquaintance of Kemper.

The Colorado Supreme Court orders
Colorado & Southern Railroad to
immediately reopen the route over
Boreas Pass between Como and
Breckenridge (it had been closed since
the winter of 1910). An appeal by the
railroad for a stay of 30 days is denied.
Pat Gibbony of Como and two section
hands start out from Como on Jan. 11 to
determine what needs to be done to open
the road; it opens on Jan. 17.

Heinrich attempts to shoot Kemper. The
gun doesn’t fire, so he uses a hammer to
beat Kemper on the head until Kemper
passes out. When Matilda Roberts comes
to her brother’s aid, Heinrich stabs her in
the back with a butcher knife. John
Roberts comes into the cabin as Heinrich
is stabbing Matilda Roberts and is
seriously wounded himself in protecting
his wife. Kemper regains consciousness
and shoots Heinrich five times, causing
fatal injury.

Elias Ammons is sworn in as the 14th
governor of Colorado. (He helped
organize the Colorado Cattle and Horse
Growers Association, was involved in the
beginnings of the National Western Stock
Show and organized the First National
Bank of Littleton. During his term he
asked for militia intervention in Trinidad,
the National Guard responded, and the
result was the Ludlow Massacre, in which
five miners, one militiaman, two women
and 11 children were killed.)
Harry Beeler is arrested for cattle rustling
at his family’s ranch near Black Mountain
by Undersheriff Earnest Spurlock. He
post bond and escape.
South Park cattle win first, second and
third place at the National Western Stock
Show. Billy Sanborn’s cattle take first and
third, stock from the Lew Robbins ranch
take second.
February
On Wednesday, Feb. 5, “one of the
bloodiest tragedies in the history of Park
County” occurs seven miles above Alma
in a cabin near the Platte River on North
Star Mountain. Living in the cabin are
John and Matilda Roberts, a married
couple; Fred Kemper, brother of Matilda

Kemper is exonerated for killing Heinrich.
All three victims recover.
Tax on income becomes law;
Congressional leaders expect the tax to
raise $100 million annually for the
government. (In 2010, the last year that
figures were found, income tax revenue
was $2.16 trillion.)
James Link (brother of William Link who
died in January) dies in Guatemala in a
train wreck. He homesteaded the Elkhorn
Ranch and was the Park County deputy
responsible for the arrest of both Levi
Streeter (in 1894 for killing Como marshal
A. E. Cook) and Benjamin Ratcliff (in
1895 for the murder of three members of
the school board.) He is buried at the
Como Cemetery.
March
A herd of 25 elk are imported from
Yellowstone National Park by railroad and
shipped to Estes Park. Another 75-head
are “brought to Denver for distribution
among the parks and forest reserves of
Colorado.” (Elk were nearly extinct in
Colorado by 1910 due to unregulated
hunting. The imported herds were
protected by a law passed in March 1913

that prohibited elk hunting in Colorado
until Nov. 1, 1924.)
Notice is given that no boating, fishing or
hunting is allowed at Lake Antero until
high winds die down. The reason given is
that “last fall one young man nearly lost
his life in a severe storm on the lake.”
April
The Colorado House of Representatives
passes a bill fixing mortgage interest
rates at “a maximum interest of 12
percent per annum.” The bill is a
companion to a second measure
prohibiting interest rates of more than two
percent per month by “loan sharks.”
Before the bill is passed, loan sharks
charged up to 10 percent per month. (In
1913, the definition of “loan shark” was
one who loaned small amounts of money
on a short-term basis on household
personal property or to salaried workers
until the next payday at higher than
customary interest rates.)
Following the Denver Chamber of
Commerce example, the Park County
chamber declares April 25 “Letter Day.”
On that day, school teachers throughout
the county talk to students about Park
County’s resources, opportunities, beauty
and the “grandeur of its scenery.” Then
students are asked to write a letter to
“someone East” giving his or her idea of
why one would come to Park County to
live.
The winning high school letter,
announced in the May 16 edition, is
written by Myra Craig to her cousin in
Illinois. “Park County is noted for its hay,”
she says, and “it is cool here all summer”
and “the sun can be seen nearly every
day.” She touts the beautiful scenery,
good roads, good fishing, and wealthy
ranchers.

An Automobile License Bill is signed into
law by Governor Ammons. The law
requires all vehicles to be licensed and to
display a license plate. The bill is
expected to bring in $40,000 yearly
(equal to $950,000 in 2013 dollars); the
money will be used for improving state
roads.
Violators are subject to arrest and to fines
of $25- $250. (Adjusting for inflation, the
fines in 2013 dollars equal $600 to
$6,000.)
May
A ball given by South Park Lodge No. 10,
International Order of Odd Fellows
(I.O.O.F.) on April 25 is “a grand social
success” and is attended by a large
number of young people from Fairplay
and vicinity who “danced the hours away
until daylight filtered into the hall.”
Complaints are made about the Colorado
& Southern, or C&S, Railroad. An
editorial in the May 2 edition says, “The
past few years our train service has been
of the most slip-shod description.”
Service declines further when C&S cuts
train service to three runs weekly
between Alma and Como. The Flume
story says, “This last move means fight,
and to a finish.”
Viva R. Harrington divorces her husband,
wealthy rancher and politician Ralph
Harrington of Hartsel. She claims he
promised her a nice country home and a
life of luxury when they married. But, she
says, after the wedding he took her to a
one-room cabin near Hartsel and made
her herd cattle, work in the field and cook
for all the hired men. With the divorce she
asks for $10,000 alimony. (Worth
$239,000 in 2013 dollars.)
After considering a new county road from
Bailey to Estabrook, the commissioners

decide it costs too much to build a new
road and instead have the old road
repaired.
County officials and mayors of Fairplay
and Alma send a telegram to the
Postmaster General of the U.S. asking
that daily mail service be resumed
between Como and Alma by the C&S
Railroad. The train had recently changed
to a tri-weekly service which, the signers
said, “is wholly inadequate.” Mail service
disagreements continue until a Star
Route is established in August.
(Nationwide, Star Routes were first
established in 1845 and handled by
contractors who could use any means of
transportation they chose to carry the
mail.)
Great Western Hotel opens in Lake
George on June 1; it is the former home
of the town founder, George Frost.June
Park County Chamber of Commerce
announces June 16 as “Good Roads
Day,” a day when every “public spirited
citizen” will “make some improvement
toward easier and better traveling.”
William Remlin, 77, owner of Remlin’s
shoe store on Front Street and Fairplay
resident for 38 years, dies at his home on
June 23 after a six-month illness.
A serious accident causes the death of
William Weston, 48. On June 12 he is
thrown from his horse and falls on his
head, causing immediate paralysis. An
unsuccessful operation is performed, and
he dies several days later. He is a
longtime resident of Park County and
owner of the Weston Ranch between
Como and Jefferson.
July
Escaped cattle rustler Harry Beeler (see
January entry) is found in a Buffalo, N. Y.,

hospital by Undersheriff Earnest
Spurlock. While in the hospital Beeler has
undergone three operations for stomach
cancer and is not expected to live. He is
scheduled to be tried at a special session
of District Court.
New state laws as of July 15 prohibit
scattering of sharp-edged instruments on
highways and prohibit importation of
diseased potatoes.
August
Mt. Bross Mining Company opens a
modern crushing mill at Alma. Tests show
it will handle heavy tonnages
inexpensively, which will allow low-grade
ore to be worked at a profit.
Mathias Baker, 73, Civil War veteran from
Wisconsin, dies at his home in Alma on
Aug. 17. He is a 40-year resident of Park
County.
Maria Decker, 72 and cook at the
Colorado & Southern section house at
Hay Ranch (between Como and Garo), is
murdered and robbed of $130 on Aug.
21. Her skull is crushed and her neck is
broken.
Scott Ward, a man known to be looking
for work at several area ranches, is
arrested but later released. Theodore
“Teddy” Sonello, or Salelli, who bought a
gun from Decker less than a week before,
is arrested. He is released on $1,000
bond and scheduled for trial in October.
(No records were found of trial results or
conviction.)
September
A stroke takes the life of William Hill, 55,
prominent citizen of Park County for more
than 30 years. He is a mine developer
who “brought Eastern capital into the
district for investments.” Active in the
Democrat Party, he is, at the time of his

death, president of the South Park
Chamber of Commerce and vice
president of the Hock Hocking Mining Co.
October
State Tax Commissioner Celsius P. Link,
former Park County assessor and
Fairplay mayor, (and brother to William
and James Link mentioned above)
disagrees with Denver Assessor Clair J.
Pitcher on assessed values of Denver
property. Link wins the argument, and
Denver valuations are increased 40
percent.
On Oct. 11, the last physical barrier to the
Panama Canal is opened by a dynamite
blast initiated by U.S. President Woodrow
Wilson. He presses a button that sends a
spark of electricity through telegraph and
cable connections to the Gamboa Dike in
Panama, igniting the explosion.
November
Undersheriff Earnest Spurlock leaves on
Nov. 6 to take Harry Beeler to the
penitentiary in Cañon City to serve from a
year and a half to three years for cattle
stealing.
(In 1915, Beeler showed signs of insanity,
was sent to the insane asylum in Pueblo
and was later released to the custody of
his family. His parents kept him in a shed
locked in chains for 12 years after his
release from prison. By his choice, he
refused to wear clothes.)
December
On Dec. 5, one sentence is the Flume’s
only mention of the heaviest snowfall in
Colorado history: “About three feet of
snow fell and the mercury registered 27
below zero at Howbert and Spinney.”
(This is the same storm to which The
Denver Post dedicates its entire issue of

Dec. 5, 1913. It reports the “41-inch fall is
heaviest in history of the city.”)
Announced in December, Colorado is
second only to California in production of
gold in 1912. The state produces more
than over $18.5 million in gold and more
than over $58 million in total mineral
output, ranking it 11th among mineralproducing states.
A mountain lion attacks a herd of sheep
at the Wadley Ranch (located at the north
end of Red Hill Pass) in mid-December.
Dogs chase the lion into a tree, and a
sheepherder employed there kills the sixfoot-long feline by throwing rocks.
The 25th wedding anniversary of Mr. and
Mrs. James Lamping is celebrated on
Dec. 11 at the Lamping home in Grant.
Guests from throughout Platte Canyon
brave heavy snow and present the couple
with “beautiful and costly presents.”
Most of Colorado is hit by heavy snow,
accompanied in some places by strong
winds. It does not affect attendance at the
Fairplay Sunday School program on
Christmas Eve, where a large crowd
attends and is “heartily” entertained.

See images on next page.

William Lucas Link

Celsius P. Link

He was the county assessor in 1892-1893 and
county treasurer from 1894-1897. In January
1913, Link dies unexpectedly of heart trouble at
age 52. (Photo courtesy of Park County Local
History Archives. (Photo courtesy of Philip A.
McKee and Family)

A former Fairplay mayor and Park County
assessor, Celsius Link in 1913 is the state tax
commissioner. In his authority he determines
Denver tax assessments are too low and raises
assessments by 40 percent in October 1913.
The photo is circa 1900. (Photo courtesy of Park
County Local History Archives. Source: Philip A.
McKee and Family)

Estabrook Station
In May 1913, Park County commissioners
consider building a new road from Bailey to
Estabrook. Because of the cost, the decision is
made to repair the old road. (Photo courtesy of
Park County Local History Archives. Source:
Bob and JoAnn Richmond)

Beeler Ranch
Harry Beeler is arrested in 1913 and sent to the
penitentiary in Cañon City for steeling cattle. He
is later found insane and confined at the Pueblo
Hospital. In 1915 his parents take him out of the
mental hospital and lock him up for 12 years in a
shed near this ranch house. The photo is dated
2003. (Photo courtesy of Park County Local
History Archives. Source: Jane Gilsinger)

Great Western Hotel
The Great Western Hotel opens in Lake George
in June 1913. By the time this photo is taken in
1919, it is known as the Lake George Hotel. It is
the former home of the town’s namesake and
founder, George Frost. (Photo courtesy of Park
County Local History Archives, Dorothy Miner
Ford collection. Source: William Norton Family)

Kenosha
1913 OVERLAND 69F
Advertising for this vehicle, the Overland Model
69F, is prominent in The Flume throughout
1913. In April the Automobile License Bill is
signed into law; non-compliance results in arrest
and stiff fines. (Reprinted from the May 2, 1913,
Fairplay Flume and Park County Bulletin
courtesy of
www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org)

The east side of Kenosha Pass illustrates the
scenic beauty of Park County, an attribute
described by students in Letter Day
correspondence to friends and family back East
in April 1913. Perhaps this was one of the roads
certain “public spirited citizens” adopt on Good
Roads Day in June 1913. The photo is from the
1920s. (Photo courtesy of Park County Local
History Archives, Sanborn post card. Source:
Thomas Harbor James Family)

Road grader

Wadley Ranch

Building county roads in the early days of the
20th century takes stamina, as this shot from
1921 illustrates. Shown is county worker Bill
Lewis doing road repairs. In June 1913 the Park
County Chamber of Commerce urges all citizens
to make some improvements in county roads.
(Photo courtesy of Park County Local History
Archives. Source: Wilbur Lewis)

In December 1913 at this ranch, a mountain lion
attacks a herd of sheep. Dogs tree the lion, and
the tending sheepherder kills the predator by
throwing rocks. The undated photo shows the
main ranch house. (Photo courtesy of Park
County Local History Archives. Source: Wadley
Family collection)

Scenic
In April 1913, school children write letters to
“someone East” telling about Park County’s
resources, opportunities and beauty. The
winning letter tells of beautiful scenery and good
fishing. Both are found at Jefferson Lake as
shown in this shot from the 1920s. (Photo
courtesy of Park County Local History Archives.
Source: Karen Denison)

Clearing tracks
The Colorado Supreme Court orders Colorado &
Southern Railroad to reopen the Boreas Pass
route in January 1913. It had been closed since
the winter of 1910. Likely some snow removal
was needed, similar to the activity in this shot
from the 1930s. (Photo courtesy of Park County
Local History Archives. Source: Strohmeyer
Family)

