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The Flume will review highlights of 2012 
in the next edition on Jan. 4. But the 
passing of another year might be a good 
time to look back even further, to 100 
years ago, and reflect on the people, 
events and issues that were important to 
Park County in 1912. 

There are certain similarities in the events 
of 1912 and 2012. Both were spiced with 
hard-fought presidential elections won by 
the Democratic candidate. 

Weather made the news both years. In 
2012, drought conditions existed, with 
destructive fires early in the year and a 
mild, dry climate extending into the final 
months of the year. In 1912, the 
population coped with snowstorms in 
May, June and July, and some snow 
depths were measured in feet. 

In the Dec. 7, 2012, Flume, a citizen said 
that salaries are too high for Fairplay 
town employees. In 1912, county 
commissioners were forced by law to cut 
county salaries to comply with state 
statutes. 

Each year had its stories of new building 
construction, fishing, business failures 

and tales of elected and other important 
officials gone astray, giving an indication 
that current times aren’t so much different 
than the distant past. 

Note: All stories appeared in the Fairplay 
Flume between January and December, 
1912. 

January 

• Colorado Good Roads conference 
meets in Pueblo. The Flume editor urges 
Park County to take interest in building 
good roads because it will increase 
prosperity in resorts, tourism, ranching 
and mining. 

• County commissioners resolve that 
county officials cannot be paid more than 
what is allowed by state statute. This 
results in reduction in salaries for several 
offices, including county judge and county 
treasurer. 

• A road between Park and Summit 
counties over Hoosier Pass is under 
consideration. The Flume reports the 
road would benefit all of Park County 
because it would pass through Alma, 
Fairplay, Como, Jefferson, Platte “Canon” 
(1912 spelling), Garo, Hartsel, the 



southern part of the county and Colorado 
Springs. 

• The 6th annual National Western Stock 
Show is held in Denver on Jan. 15-20. 

February 

• Fares on the Denver & Rio Grande 
Railroad from Salida to California and the 
Pacific Northwest are advertised for $25. 

• President of Greater Colorado 
Highways Association E. E. Sommers 
predicts transcontinental and interstate 
highways will increase automobile tourist 
travel. 

• E. L. Welch opens Hartsel Hotel, 
providing “good first-class hotel 
accommodations while waiting for trains. 
Rates $2 per day; $12.50 per week with 
bath.” 

March 

• The five-piece Fairplay Orchestra 
entertains at its 4th annual masquerade 
ball at the Fairplay Town Hall on March 
15. Called the event of the season, 
dancing begins at 9 p.m. and continues 
until 4 a.m. 

• The Flume advises voting for Democrat 
Woodrow Wilson, the distinguished 
governor of New Jersey, for president. 

• Antero Reservoir Co. brings suit for 
reduction of 1910 taxes of $793.56, 
claiming the reservoir should be under 
the same tax exemption as irrigation 
ditches. 

• President (William Howard) Taft asks for 
a raise in second-class postage rates (for 
newspapers and magazines) to two cents 
per pound for copies mailed by publishers 
and news agents. The proposal retains 
the “free-in-county” rate. Taft urges 
adoption of a parcel post system. The 
postal fiscal year ending June 30, 1911, 

is the first time in history that the Postal 
Department makes money. 

April 
• Fairplay Motor and Livery Co. plans to 
open a modern cement garage adjoining 
the Metropole Livery Barn to do all kinds 
of auto repair work. A blacksmith shop is 
planned to open nearby to do mechanical 
work. The Flume reports this is the best 
boost that Fairplay has had in years and 
goes well with the good roads movement 
and the rapidly increasing number of 
private automobiles. 

• The Titanic sinks on Sunday, April 14. 
The Flume reports 1,500 lives lost after 
the ship hits an iceberg in the North 
Atlantic Ocean at 11:45 p.m. It completely 
sinks at 2:15 a.m. on Monday. The band 
plays “Nearer, My God, to Thee” as the 
ship sinks. 

• Five new autos are bought by county 
residents in two weeks. B. H. Portis of 
Jefferson and Mr. Rockefeller of Lower 
Tarryall buy Ford touring cars; T. H. 
James of Hartsel buys a six-seat, six-
cylinder Everitt auto; William Hyndman 
and Dr. Ayers buy new Ford cars. 

• The Colorado Stock Growers 
Association and State Board of Stock 
Inspection reach an agreement with 
railroads in the state for amicable 
settlement agreements for stock injured 
or killed by trains. Ranchers are to keep 
in touch with stock inspectors and section 
foremen for arrangements. Both the 
Colorado & Southern and the Midland 
railways are parties to the agreement. 

May 

• Snow falls continuously for five days in 
a row, bringing smiles to the faces of the 
dryland farmers in the region. 



• A serious automobile accident is 
reported between Alma and Fairplay near 
the Snow Storm mine. Arthur DeYarman 
is driving; the G. W. Overholt family 
members are passengers. DeYarman 
loses control, skids some distance, and 
the car flips. Mrs. Overholt and her 
youngest children, Bell, 4, and Clark, 2, 
are pinned under the car. Mr. Overholt 
and DeYarman go through the 
windshield. Two other children, George, 
5, and Mattie, age unknown, are hurt but 
not seriously. The new Ford car is almost 
completely demolished. 

• Ranching is profitable in South Park; 
beef sells for 12 cents a pound; hay sells 
for $25 per ton. 

June 

• The Sunflower Shoe Store in Como has 
a going-out-of-business sale. 

• Detectives investigate the murder of 
Walter Irwin at the Witcher Ranch near 
Howbert. 

• After constant rain for four days straight 
at Lake George, the rain stops on the fifth 
day and turns to snow. Fishing is poor 
because the river is high and muddy. 

• On Father’s Day, Sunday, June 16, 
snow begins falling and continues into 
Monday. The entire county is covered, 
with 18-to-20 inches in Fairplay, 24 
inches in Alma, 12 inches in Como and 
Jefferson, and three feet ‘on the big 
range.” It also snowed in Platte Canon, 
but because of the freezing temperatures 
at night, the snow didn’t melt so fast as to 
flood the canon. 

July 

• The countywide Fourth of July 
celebration in Fairplay begins with a 
snowstorm lasting most of the morning. 
Fairplay beats Alma in the morning 

baseball game 17-2. The afternoon game 
is won by Garo over Fairplay, 13-2. A 
fireworks display in the evening is 
watched by most people from their 
homes, with fires blazing in fireplaces 
because of the cold. An evening dance is 
well-attended; music is provided by the 
Fairplay Orchestra. 

• A six-member fishing group camps for 
10 days at Tumbling Creek. Collectively, 
the group catches more than 1,000 fish 
and reports a great time. 

• A group surveys Hoosier Pass to more 
accurately determine the cost of the 
project to build a highway between Park 
and Summit counties. The road is a 
project of citizens on both sides of the 
Continental Divide. 

August 
• In Berlin, a miracle of modern science 
occurs when a photograph is transmitted 
over telegraph lines and is received in 
Monte Carlo in 15 minutes. The photo is 
of the Prince of Monaco. 

• On Aug. 9 Fairplay’s Colorado & 
Southern railroad depot is totally 
destroyed by fire, caused by sparks from 
a hot engine. 

• Leonard Packer goes fishing on a 
Monday afternoon at Crooked Creek and 
catches 30 trout. He shares five of those 
with The Flume staff. 

• Dr. Ayers, secretary of the Fairplay-
Breckenridge highway project on Hoosier 
Pass, reports to the Fairplay Chamber of 
Commerce that work will begin on the 
highway during the next week or 10 days. 

• Ground is broken for the Fairplay Motor 
and Livery Co. (in planning since April). 
Construction begins on the building 
foundation. (This building is still standing 



in 2012; it is occupied as the Old Red 
Barn Gallery at 456 Front St.) 

September 
• The primary election voter turnout is 
light, both in Park County and in the 
majority of Colorado counties. A Flume 
editorial says the Democrats made wise 
selections of candidates – from United 
States senators to county officers. There 
is no opinion given of the Republican 
candidates. 

• P. W. O’Brien, Democratic Party 
chairman for Park County, promises no 
mudslinging, and candidates will not 
resort to underhanded tactics that are 
derogatory to the merits of the 
Democratic candidate’s opponents. He 
offers free copies of The Fairplay Flume 
to any person requesting same from 
Sept. 27 until the elections in November. 

• The abandoned Colorado & Southern 
depot at Garo is put on a flat car and 
hauled to Fairplay to take the place of the 
Fairplay depot that burned in August. 

• The progressive Republicans (Bull 
Moose Party) hold their convention in 
Como. 

• The first issue of The Park County 
Republican is published on Sept. 27. It is 
a rival of The Fairplay Flume. (Sometime 
between December 1918 and July 1921 
The Park County Republican merged with 
The Fairplay Flume.) 

October 
• State penitentiary warden John 
Cleghorn is, accused of defrauding the 
state of $25,000 in construction additions 
to the penitentiary. The trial is scheduled 
for district court in Cañon City in 
November. 

• Elizabeth Entriken of Bailey spends a 
week in Denver demonstrating the 

bygone art of using a spinning wheel in 
the window of the A. T. Lewis Co. store. 
The Flume says the novel spectacle of a 
quaint old lady working so deftly at a 
spinning wheel is a great attraction to all. 

(The store operated from 1896 into the 
1930s at 16th and Stout streets and was 
a “department store which specialized in 
American and imported fancy dress 
goods,” according to its National Historic 
Designation documentation form. It’s 
currently occupied as “Ross Dress For 
Less” on the 16th Street Mall in 
downtown Denver.) 

November 
• Samuel Cohen is denied the opportunity 
to vote in Park County. He tries to register 
three hours after the deadline even 
though he no longer lives in the county. 
The Park County Republican supports 
Cohen. The Fairplay Flume does not. 

• A presidential campaign “waged with 
unusual bitterness” produces a high voter 
turnout nationwide. It is a four-way race 
between incumbent Republican William 
Howard Taft from Ohio; Democratic 
candidate Woodrow Wilson from New 
Jersey; the Progressive, or Bull Moose 
candidate and president of the U.S. from 
1901-1909, Theodore Roosevelt from 
New York; and Eugene Debs from 
Indiana, the Socialist Party candidate. 

Wilson wins the election with 41.8 
percent of the vote. Roosevelt is second 
with 27.4 percent, followed by Taft with 
23.2 percent. Debs takes 6 percent of the 
popular vote. 

• A dance in Bailey celebrates the first 
Republican victory in that precinct in 20 
years. 

• The Flume updates its telephone 
service to a private line, showing its trend 
toward the progressive. The first 



telephone line is installed in the Tarryall 
area above Como. 

• George W. Lechner, the founder of 
Como, dies in Littleton on Nov. 28 at age 
80. He arrived in Colorado and located at 
the Tarryall Mining District northwest of 
Como in 1859. He owned a ranch where 
the town of Como now stands. He was an 
attorney and miner and served one term 
as a state senator from Park County. He 
dies from a complication of diseases. 

December 
• A horse hitched to a buggy on Front 
Street in Fairplay becomes frightened 
and runs through the streets of town. The 
horse eventually tires out; there are no 
injuries or damage. 

• Three miners in the Alma area strike a 
rich vein of ore in the Rhodocrosite (sic) 
Mine in Buckskin. Two other miners strike 
a body of ore in the Sweet Home Mine in 
Buckskin Gulch. 

• Sheep ranching is rapidly replacing 
cattle ranching at Bailey. 

• The Colorado Supreme Court rules that 
the Colorado & Southern Railway must 
reopen the Como-Breckenridge Line. It 
was closed continuously since the winter 
of 1910. (The line reopened in January 
1913.) 

• A Flume editorial says mail order 
houses are injuring growth and prosperity 
of country towns by taking business away 
from local merchants. Buying by mail 
order only contributes to the wealth of a 
far-off city and does no justice to citizens 
of small towns. 

• Pioneer merchant Samuel Cohen is 
praised for repairing, perpetuating and 
marking the old adobe building on Front 
Street where his store used to be. A sign 
on the store says, “Samuel Cohen – 

1874.” (The store, still standing in 2012 at 
530 Front St., is now a thrift shop.). 

See next page for images. 



Hartsel Hotel 
The Hartsel Hotel opens in February 1912. It 
offers rooms for $2 daily or $12.50 weekly, 
including bath. (Photo courtesy of the Park 
County Local History Archives, source: South 
Park Historical Foundation) 

Flume masthead 
FAIRPLAY FLUME. (Reprinted courtesy of 
www.ColoradoHistoricNewspapers.org) 

Early Hoosier Pass 
Authorities on both sides of the Hoosier Pass 
summit are considering a road to replace the 
wagon trail in 1912. This photo from 1906 shows 
the difficult route in winter. (Photo courtesy of 
the Park County Local History Archives, source: 
South Park Historical Foundation) 

Our choice 
In the March 8, 1912, edition, in the middle of 
the Page 1, The Fairplay Flume supports 
Woodrow Wilson for president of the United 
States. In the election in November, Wilson 
earned 41.8 percent of the popular vote 
nationwide. (Reprint courtesy of 
www.ColoradoHistoricNewspapers.org) 

Model T Speedster 
Private ownership of automobiles is on the 
increase in 1912, and serious auto accidents 
are not far behind. Here members of the Norton 
family of the Lake George area sit in a Model T 
Speedster circa 1915. (Photo courtesy of the 
Park County Local History Archives, Dorothy 
Miner Ford Collection - William Norton Family) 

http://www.ColoradoHistoricNewspapers.org
http://www.ColoradoHistoricNewspapers.org


Titanic Survivor 
Mrs. John Jacob Astor was the former 
Madeleine Talmage Force. She married John 
Jacob Astor IV in 1911; he was 47 and she was 
18. He was the richest man in the world at the 
time, according to CNBC.They were returning 
from an extended honeymoon in April 1912 
when they boarded the Titanic in Cherbourg, 
France. She survives the Titanic disaster and 
gives birth to the couple’s son in August 1912. 
Her husband did not survive the disaster. (Photo 
reprinted from April 26, 1912, Flume courtesy of 
www.ColoradoHistoricNewspapers.org) 

Snow in June 
Park County, including Platte Canyon, is hit with 
up to three feet of snow on June 16-17, 1912. 
This shot is on the old road between Shawnee 
and Bailey with Shawnee in the background and 
dates from around 1930. (Photo courtesy of the 
Park County Local History Archives, source: 
Sanborn, Ltd.) 

Fairplay Depot 

Shown here in the early 1900s, the Fairplay 
Depot burned to the ground in August 1912. 
(Photo courtesy of the Park County Local 
History Archives, source: South Park Historical 
Foundation) 

Alma ball team 
Alma’s baseball team, a multi-generational 
group, loses the first July 4, 1912, baseball 
game to the Fairplay team in Fairplay by a score 
of 17-2. (Photo courtesy of the Park County 
Local History Archives, source: South Park 
Historical Foundation) 

Bailey icon 
At a school picnic in May 1912, Elizabeth 
Entriken is in the center wearing a black cape 
and black dress. Five months later she spends a 
week demonstrating how to use a spinning 
wheel at the A. T. Lewis Co. store in downtown 
Denver. (Photo courtesy of the Park County 
Local History Archives) 

http://www.ColoradoHistoricNewspapers.org


Telephone ad 
Telephone service came to Park County in about 
1903. By 1912, ads are convincing folks that 
telephones save time and are a social diversion 
during leisure hours – not so different than 2012. 
(Reprinted from Feb. 9, 1912, Flume courtesy of 
www.Colora 

Cohen 

Sam Cohen, shown here in the early 1900s, was 
a Fairplay merchant, mayor and state 
representative. He was born in Poland in 1845 
and died in Denver in 1928. In 1912 he is 
denied voting privileges because he attempts to 
register too late and is not a county resident. 
Later in 1912 he is praised for restoring his 
former store on Front Street. (Photo courtesy 
Park County Local History Archives) 

We need you 
In a political cartoon of 1912, Uncle Sam tells 
Woodrow Wilson, “We need you there,” as he 
points to the White House. (Reprint from April 
26, 1912, Flume courtesy of 
www.ColoradoHistoricNewspapers.org)


