Some of you may Robert Fulghum’s “All I Ever Needed
to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.” He claims we learn
the basics of life during this critical year in school. He
claims we learn things such as how to share, play fair, to
clean up after ourselves, wash your hands, say sorry,
hold hands and stick together and be aware of wonder.
And I agree. We do learn many of these things our preschool/kindergarten years. However, what my
kindergarten son is learning this year is way more
important than anything on Fulghum’s list.
We are blessed beyond measure that our children have
the privilege of attending a Christian school. What we
teach at home and what our children learn at church is
reinforced and taught during their school hours every
week. They are able to look at life through a biblical
worldview, which helps them understand their purpose
and their response to others.
These little wee ones starting at 3 and 4 years old are
learning and memorizing scripture day in and day out.
And what I love most is that this year in kindergarten
the children are learning the Names of God.
Every month or so, they learn one of the names for God.
The teachers build their curriculum around the name of
the month. These young children are building their
foundation upon understanding the majestic, powerful
and loving God that we serve. Not only is He a God who

sits in Heaven, He is a God that has done and continues
to do so many things.
As I sat thinking about the Names of God today, I felt a
nudge by the Holy Spirit that said, You know, not all of
my own children know Me by name. Share this with them.
And I know He is right.
As I dwelt on this for a moment, I can’t help but think
that the reason many of us fail to believe and
acknowledge God is because we fight or disagree about
whether or not He was or was not the Creator. Yet, He is
so much more than just that. If we fail to understand
Him intimately, we miss out on so much.
A couple years ago, I heard Jim and Kaye Johns speak
about prayer (they have a prayer ministry called Prayer
Power Ministries
https://www.prayerpowerministries.com). Kaye
described how one time she felt led by the Spirit to reevaluate the word “intimacy.” The Spirit had her change
the word “intimacy” to “in-to-me-see.” You see, she
explained, the only way we get to know Him is to
understand Him and to see Him more. This seeing isn’t
physical, but rather with everything you have.
My son started out this year learning Elohim, which of
course is the most important attribute of God. Without
Elohim, there would be no creation. “Elohim” means the
Creator. (see also Genesis 1:26-27, 31; 2:19, 22; Psalm

139:13-14; Isaiah 40:28; 43:7, 21; John 1:3; Colossians
1:16.) Elohim appears over 2,000 times in the Old
Testament and is found in the beginning…Genesis 1:1.
His class then moved on to Jehovah-Jireh. I loved this
lesson because now my six year-old loves to clarify the
difference between a need (which we actually have very
little need of anything to survive – food, clothing,
shelter) and a want (of which we have many). “JehovahJireh” means the Lord Will Provide. In our flesh, we tend
to cry out to creditors, friends, family, medical staff, etc.
for our needs when in fact, the first person we should go
to for anything is Jehovah-Jireh. He provides everything
and all we need. (see also Genesis 22:8, 14; Isaiah 31:1;
John 3:16; Philippians 4:19; James 1:17.) He is our great
Provider.
And of course, befitting this time of year, they are
learning Emmanuel. “Emmanuel” means God With Us.
Emmanuel represents God coming to this Earth in the
form of man (Jesus)…a perfect picture of the divine
incarnation. (see also Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23.) Yes,
He loves you that much!
God also has many other names and it is not because we
worship many gods like some other religions, but
because God serves many purposes. He has an entire
universe – His entire creation to take care of!

It is important that we understand, intimately, who God
is and what He does. Once we understand that, we get a
better understanding of our role in this world. We
better understand that it is not about us, that there is a
greater plan, and that there is someone in total control
(and for the control freak in you, I hate to break the
news, but it is not you).
Here’s a snapshot of some of the other names of God….
Adonai – means Lord, Master. This word occurs 434
times in the Old Testament and first appears in Genesis
15:2. (see also Psalm 9:10, 135:5; Matthew 22:37;
Romans 10:9, 13.)
El Elyon – means the Most High God. This word occurs
28 times in the Old Testament, including 19 times in the
Psalms, and first appears in Genesis 14:18. (see also
Exodus 14:18; Deuteronomy 10:17; Judges 8:23; 2
Chronicles 20:3-4; Psalms 7:17; Isaiah 46:9.)
El Roi – means the God Who Sees. This word was first
used by Hagar, the mother of Abraham’s eldest son,
Ishmael in Genesis 16:13. (see also 1 Samuel 16:7;
Psalm 139:1-24.)
El Olam – means the Eternal God, the Everlasting God,
the God of the Universe and was first used in Genesis
21:33. (see also Exodus 15:18; Deuteronomy 32:40;
Psalm 90:2; Isaiah 40:28; Malachi 3:6.)

El Shaddai – means God Almighty, the All Sufficient One.
This term occurs 7 times in the Old Testament and first
appears in Genesis 17:1 Shaddai connected with the
word for God, El, denotes a God who freely gives
nourishment and blessing. He is our sustainer. (see also
Genesis 28:3; 35:11, 48:3, 49:25; 2 Corinthians 12:9.)
Jehovah (YHWH) – means the Self-Existent One. The
term Yahweh occurs 6,519 times in the Old Testament
and is the name used for God more than any other name
in the Bible. The name Yahweh first appears in Genesis
2:4. (see also Exodus 3:13-15; 34:5-7; John 1:1-2;
Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 13:8; Revelation 1:4, 8, 17;
21:6; 22:13.)
Jehovah-Nissi – means the Lord Our Banner. This name
appears only once in the Bible. In Exodus 17:15-16,
Moses built an altar to God representing the fact that
Moses recognized that it was because of God, and only
because of God, that the Israelites were able to defeat
the Amalekites. Perhaps we should all carry this banner
around and our homes should fly this as well.
Jehovah-Rohi (also known as Jehovah-Raah) – means
the Lord My Shepherd. David used this term in the
widely known Psalm 23. (see also Psalm 100:3; Isaiah
53:6; 34:11; Ezekiel 34:11; Proverbs 16:9; John 10:1-17,
27; 21:17.)

Jehovah-Rapha – means the Lord Who Heals. This
appears in Exodus 15:26. (see also Deuteronomy 32:39;
Psalm 103:3; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Isaiah 53:5; Jeremiah
17:14; 30:17; Luke 4:18; 1 Peter 2:24.)
Jehovah-Sabaoth – means the Lord of Hosts. Sabaoth,
combined with Jehovah and Elohim, occurs over 285
times and is most frequently found in Jeremiah and
Isaiah. This name is first used in 1 Samuel 1:3. This
name for God denotes His universal sovereignty over
spiritual armies and earthly armies. This name also
denotes that He is the king of Heaven and Earth. (see
also 1 Samuel 17:45-47; 2 Chronicles 20:3-21; Isaiah
14:24, 27; Jeremiah 20:11-13; Malachi 1:10-11, 14.)
Jehovah-Shalom – means the Lord is Peace. This name
appears only once in the Old Testament. In Judges 6:24,
Jehovah-Shalom is the name of an altar built by Gideon
in Ophrah. (see also Isaiah 26:3; Psalm 119:165;
Romans 15:33; Philippians 4:4-7.)
Jehovah-Shammah – means the Lord is There. This
name occurs only once in Ezekiel 48:35. This name is a
symbolic name for the earthly Jerusalem. It represents
the fact that God has not abandoned Jerusalem, but that
there will be restoration. (see also Exodus 13:20-22,
33; 33:12-17; Deuteronomy 31:8; Joshua 1:5; Matthew
28:20.)

I know this is a lot of information, but just for a moment,
think how you feel when someone addresses you by
name – not so-and-so’s mom, or so-and-so’s child or soand-so’s spouse, but actually calls you by name. There is
usually a little more depth to that relationship, correct?
Well, that’s exactly how it should be with God.
Sometimes, we need a healer and that’s all we need at
that moment. Cry out to Him as Jehovah-Rapha because
if you’re being honest, aren’t some other things just less
important at that point? God is more than just our
generic God. The more time you spend intimately
getting to know Him and understanding what He has
done and what He continues to do, your relationship
blossoms. Out of this intimate relationship, stuff
happens. Good stuff.
He is all you need. He has it all covered. Get to know
Him…I mean really know Him. I promise, it will be well
worth the time!

