
Government lifting of COVID regulations 
What to expect at Quorn Baptist Church 

 
Principles 
 
For considerably more than a year now our church services have been very different to how they 
used to be. We’ve been through different phases according to the lockdown phases of pandemic: 
pre-recorded video church; meeting in person with masks, social distancing and no singing; 
livestreamed services in second lockdown; and back to church again. Over the last few months as we 
have reacted to changing situations we have relaxed our policies: less stewarding; reduced distance 
between households; less physical notices in church.  
 
The vaccination roll-out is making very significant reductions in the serious outcomes of COVID, 
however, the current relaxations country-wide are inevitably going to increase the number of cases.  
Therefore, we are having to learn to live with COVID, in a similar way to how we live with the flu and 
other viruses. 
 
The QBC leadership have sought to diligently apply the legal requirements – as you will be aware 
many requirements are not directly legal requirements, but trustees were given a legal responsibility 
to carry out a risk assessment relevant to the local situation and activity. This has demanded 
considerable time and mental energy sifting through government and Baptist guidance documents 
(usually multiple documents for different aspects). The ending of legal requirements concerning 
mask wearing, social distancing, and singing on 19th July does not bring an end to the legal 
requirement of trustees to assess risk and behave accordingly. 
 
When the Government announced that an end to legal regulations concerning COVID was to take 
place there were probably two main reactions (and many in between): Some think, “Good, let’s get 
everything back to normal as soon as possible.” Whilst others may still be concerned because of 
underlying health issues, a cautious personality or possibilities of themselves being asymptomatic 
carriers through their jobs or family relationships. What then do we do in church?  
 
First of all, a reminder that whilst our hope and trust is in the Lord, we do not put the Lord to the test 
by careless behaviour. Secondly, I believe the instruction Paul gives to the Romans in chapters 14 
and 15 is relevant: though some had differences of opinion over eating meat sacrificed to idols and 
over holy days, they were not to look down on others who they felt had weak faith, or different 
opinions, but to “bear with others” and “not please ourselves” (Romans 15:1). Therefore, I hope that 
our response to each other at this time will be marked with consideration and respect for one 
another because of our love for the Lord and for each other in the Lord.  We are not implying that 
any particular ‘position’ regarding COVID demonstrates weak faith. 
 
Our approach as a church leadership team is to facilitate those of differing opinions to gather 
together for worship and other activities. Initially this will be a hybrid and stepped approach. 
 

Details 
 
Track and trace: this will no longer be legally required. We will not be pre-booking attendance nor 
recording attendees. If you have symptoms or a positive test after within two days of attending 



church we would ask you to let us know and help us to inform those who were near you or who you 
spent time with. 
 
Social distancing – seating layout: Recognising people’s differences, we will have different areas in 
church to begin with. Downstairs, the rows down the sides of church will be closer together while 
the central block remains further apart. The balcony will be operating under the pre-July 19th 
practices (mask wearing, 2 chairs between households) for those who want to continue with the 
current COVID practices.  If you would like to be in this space but have difficulty in accessing the 
balcony, please let us know. 
 
Seats will not be pre-allocated in either area, so please be sensitive to others when choosing where 
to sit and don’t assume to sit immediately next to someone else without asking. Some may initially 
prefer one chair space between households. (‘Please do not sit here’ signs will be available for 
people to place on chairs adjacent to their household if they wish). 
 
Social distancing – mingling: We can now relax further on this, but ask you to be sensitive to others. 
Of course those who wish can leave straight after the service. When mingling don’t assume that 
everyone is happy to shake hands or to hug (even before COVID that should have been the case!). 
 
Singing: Praising the Lord out loud together is probably something we have all missed! Singing will 
be allowed (on balcony carrying on as now – quietly behind masks). We will continue to use the 
backing tracks at first while we organise the musicians’ rotas, but we may have some live songs. If 
you prefer you can continue to wear a face covering for singing. 
 
Face coverings: Generally, face coverings have been seen as something that mainly protects others 
rather than protecting the wearer themselves. We will not require face coverings to be worn during 
the service, but ask that you wear them while entering and leaving the church. Face coverings will 
still be required on the balcony, and some may choose to wear them downstairs also. 
 
We encourage those who are clinically vulnerable or particularly concerned about catching COVID to 
consider purchasing one of the more protective FFP3 face masks and following good practice 
guidelines such as ‘face-fitting’ (Please ask us if you want more information about this). 
 
Refreshments: We will recommence the serving of refreshments after services. Initially we will make 
use of (hopefully good) summer weather and serve these outside. Biscuits and sugar will not be 
served from communal plates/bowls, but individually wrapped. As normal, those preparing the 
refreshments will follow good hygiene practices. 
 
Ventilation: we will continue to ventilate the building as we have been doing. As it is summer this 
will hopefully not cause any discomfort.  
 
Hand sanitising: The importance of touch in transmitting COVID is not emphasised so much now. 
However, we will still have hand sanitiser available for people to use should they wish. 
 
Touch points: We will make the church Bibles available again (if you are concerned, then of course 
you can bring your own from home). It will be possible to have meetings in the same room at church 
without the need for 48 hours between. For the time being door stewards will not be shaking hands 
as people arrive or leave. 
 



Streaming: Recognising that the streaming of services is valuable to those unable to attend church 
for any reason, we will continue to stream services. However, we do encourage people to gather in 
person if they are able to do so. 
 
Leading services: For now, we will continue to use the old pulpit, but with the screen removed. It is 
effective in keeping the preacher in view of the camera and in slightly better view from the balcony 
(a “placeholder” in Desk Top Publishing speak). For the time being others leading from the front will 
continue to be a little further back on the stage than they used to be. (Note: the screen on the sound 
desk will remain – because it is just the right height for the webcam!!) 
 
Communion: We will return to serving bread and ‘wine’ for communion. Pre-packed communion 
emblems will be available for those who prefer. Communion stewards will serve everyone, rather 
than the plates and trays being passed from person to person, and they will wear a face covering 
while serving. 
 
Zoom: We may continue to use Zoom for some meetings, especially where it facilitates attendance 
(for example by removing the need for childcare, or reducing travel).  The church continues to have a 
Zoom account, which can be available for group meetings. 
 
Groups using the church buildings: We will allow more groups to use the church for their meetings, 
including outside groups. Outside groups will be asked to consider their own risk assessments. 
 
Church meetings in homes: The ending of regulations means that Look Out Groups and other 
gatherings in our own homes can recommence. We would encourage all groups to be sensitive to 
the members of the group who may attend. 
 
Transport: We don’t plan to start the taxi and lift rota immediately, but sharing lifts is now possible. 
Therefore, we would encourage you to offer lifts if you can, and to ask for a lift if it would help. 
 
Feeling unwell?: It goes without saying that if you think you have COVID symptoms, a positive test or 
if you have been advised to isolate you won’t attend church. It may also be that this experience has 
changed our perceptions – in some eastern cultures mask wearing in public spaces has been 
common since MERS and SARS – some may choose to wear a mask when feeling a little unwell so 
that their coughs and sneezes don’t spread diseases. Others may choose to wear a mask if they 
consider that their work, social or family situation means that they may be an asymptomatic carrier 
of the virus. It is important that we don’t over-react or judge those who choose to wear face 
coverings. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Well done if you’ve made it this far. Sorry, it has to be a long document. These ideas will be under 
regular review and the Deacons will also be happy to hear any of your thoughts or concerns. 
 
 

Ian Smith 

19 July 2021 


