
Worship Service for July 10, 2022 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Glenna Taxter 

Monday ~ Uplift Cancer Support Group will meet in the vestry at 3 pm. 
 

Pastor Rebecca will be traveling with Matthew to Minnesota for the next  

two weeks. For any pastoral care needs, please get in touch with 

one of the deacons. 

We will have the blessing of hearing from Rev. Theresa Taylor  

on July 17th and Craig Keith on the 24th.  
 

Thank you to Glenna and Russ Taxter for giving flowers in loving  

memory of her parents Everett and Grace R. Hazelton. 
 

Happy Birthday to Peggy Brockett on Tuesday 

and Gloria Jordan on Thursday! 
 

Mission Moment ~ Alyssa Ward will share her campus ministry  

with CRU in Spain. 
 

Word of Preparation ~ Glenna Taxter 
 

Prelude ~ Arthur Ward will play “All Creatures of Our God and King” 

 as we prepare our hearts for worship. 
 

Call to Worship ~ Selected verses from Proverbs 11 (TPT) 

Please join in reading the bold lines. 
 

When you act with presumption, convinced that you’re right, 

don’t be surprised if you fall flat on your face! 

But walking in humility helps you to make wise decisions. 

A man of kindness attracts favor,  

while a cruel man attracts nothing but trouble. 

Those who live to bless others will have blessings heaped upon them, 

and the one who pours out his life to pour out blessings  

will be saturated with favor. 

Living your life seeking what is good for others brings untold favor, 

but those who wish evil for others will find it coming back on them. 

A life lived loving God bears lasting fruit, 

for the one who is truly wise wins souls. 

 

 

Song ~ “Restless Weaver” (#658 in the blue hymnal) 
 

Restless Weaver, ever spinning threads of justice and shalom 

Dreaming patterns of creation where all creatures find a home 

Gathering up life’s varied fibers ~ every texture, every hue 

Grant us your creative vision.  With us weave your world anew 
 

Where earth’s fragile web is raveling help us mend each broken strand 

Bless our urgent, bold endeavors, cleansing water, air and land 

Through the Spirit’s inspiration ~ offering health where once was pain  

Strengthen us to be the stewards of your world knit whole again 
 

When our violent lust for power end in lives abused and torn 

From compassion’s sturdy fabric fashion hope and trust reborn 

Where injustice rules as tyrant, give us courage, God, to dare 

Live our dreams of transformation. Make our lives incarnate prayer 
 

Restless Weaver, still conceiving new life ~ now and yet to be  

Binding all your vast creation in one living tapestry 

You have called us to be weavers. Let your love guide all we do. 

With your Reign of Peace our pattern, we will weave your world anew 
 

Words ~ O. I. Cricket Harrison, 1988  Music ~ Attr. B. F. White, 1844 

 

Praying Together ~  

 

Our Father Who Art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors 

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   

Amen 

 



Song ~ “I Would Be True”  (# 608 in the blue hymnal) 
 

I would be true, for there are those who trust me 

I would be pure, for there are those who care 

I would be strong, for there is much to suffer 

I would be brave, for there is much to dare 

I would be brave, for there is much to dare 
 

I would be friend of all ~ the foe, the friendless 

I would be giving and forget the gift 

I would be humble, for I know my weakness 

I would look up, and laugh and love, and lift 

I would look up, and laugh and love and lift. 
 

Words ~ Howard Arnold Walter, 1906  Music ~ Joseph Yates Peek, 1909 

 

Introducing the Sermon ~ Pastor Rebecca 

 

Scripture Reading ~ Esther 2:5-23 (NIV) 
 

5 Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, 

named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, 

 6 who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem  

by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,  

among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah.  
7 Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up 

because she had neither father nor mother.  

This young woman, who was also known as Esther,  

had a lovely figure and was beautiful.  

Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter  

when her father and mother died. 
8 When the king’s order and edict had been proclaimed,  

many young women were brought to the citadel of Susa  

and put under the care of Hegai.  

Esther also was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to Hegai,  

who had charge of the harem. 
(continued on the next page) 

 9 She pleased him and won his favor.  

Immediately he provided her with her beauty treatments 

 and special food.  He assigned to her seven female attendants  

selected from the king’s palace  

and moved her and her attendants into the best place in the harem. 
10 Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background,  

because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so.  
11 Every day he walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem 

 to find out how Esther was and what was happening to her. 
12 Before a young woman’s turn came to go in to King Xerxes, s 

he had to complete twelve months of beauty treatments  

prescribed for the women,  

six months with oil of myrrh and six with perfumes and cosmetics.  
13 And this is how she would go to the king:  

Anything she wanted was given her to take with her  

from the harem to the king’s palace. 

 14 In the evening she would go there and in the morning return to another 

part of the harem to the care of Shaashgaz, 

 the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the concubines.  

She would not return to the king unless he was pleased with her  

and summoned her by name. 
15 When the turn came for Esther (the young woman Mordecai had 

adopted, the daughter of his uncle Abihail) to go to the king, 

 she asked for nothing other than what Hegai,  

the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the harem, suggested.  

And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her.  
16 She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence in the tenth 

month, the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 
17 Now the king was attracted to Esther  

more than to any of the other women,  

and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. 

So he set a royal crown on her head  

and made her queen instead of Vashti.  
(continued on the next page) 



18 And the king gave a great banquet, Esther’s banquet,  

for all his nobles and officials.  

He proclaimed a holiday throughout the provinces  

and distributed gifts with royal liberality. 
19 When the virgins were assembled a second time,  

Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate.  
20 But Esther had kept secret her family background and nationality 

 just as Mordecai had told her to do, 

 for she continued to follow Mordecai’s instructions  

as she had done when he was bringing her up. 
21 During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate,  

Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers  

who guarded the doorway, became angry  

and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes.  
22 But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther,  

who in turn reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai.  
23 And when the report was investigated and found to be true, 

 the two officials were impaled on poles.  

All this was recorded in the book of the annals  

in the presence of the king. 

 

Sermon ~   “Mordecai’s Concern for Others”  ~ Pastor Rebecca 

Space for notes ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Song ~ The worship team will lead us in singing “Always” 
 

My foes are many. They rise against me 

But I will hold my ground 

I will not fear the war. I will not fear the storm 

My help is on the way. My help is on the way 

Chorus 

Oh my God, He will not delay 

My refuge and strength always 

I will not fear. His promise is true 

My God will come through always, always 

Trouble surrounds me, chaos abounding 

My soul will rest in You 

I will not fear the war. I will not fear the storm 

My help is on the way. My help is on the way 

Chorus 

I lift my eyes up 

My help comes from the Lord 

I lift my eyes up 

My help comes from the Lord 

(REPEAT) 

Chorus 

Oh my God, He will not delay 

My refuge and strength always, always 
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Benediction ~ Galatians 6:9-10 (NIV) 
 

 Let us not become weary in doing good,  

for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  
 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 


