
Worship Bulletin for December 12, 2021 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Annie Crumb 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Mary and Martha  

Cookie Sale! 

Tonight ~ There will be a livestream of Christmas with the Chosen:  

The Messengers at 8 pm at 

https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen/livestream/ 

Tuesday ~ Deacon Meeting at the 4:30 pm and 

 Nominating Committee Meeting at 6 pm. 

Thursday ~ Choir Practice at 7 pm in the vestry. 

Friday ~ Young Adult Game Supper and Game Night at the  

Sommons’ home beginning at 6 pm. 

Saturday ~ Men’s Breakfast and Embark Meeting at 9 am. 

Happy Birthday to Melissa Bushee on Tuesday! 

The flowers today are from the Sommons Family 

with joy for Christ’s birth. 

Beginning next week, we will be displaying poinsettias.  

If you would like to purchase and dedicate one to a loved 

one, please send the dedication information to 

rebeccasommons@gmail.com. 

There are two opportunities to give a special offering this month. 

The first is the white envelopes in the pews that resupply the fuel  

fund for heating the church. 

The Mission Offering for this month will be our last opportunity to  

give to create a sustainability project for our sister church in 

Kinihira, Rwanda that will enable them to generate money 

for school fees for the children in need in their church 

family. You can use the envelopes in the front or mark your 

offering: Rwanda. 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle for Joy ~ Annie and Jae 
 

Song ~ “When God is a Child” #132 v. 3 (blue hymnal) 
 

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn 

Telling the world that the Savior is born 

When God is a child, there’s joy in our song 

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong 

And none shall be afraid 

Prelude ~  “Come, O Long-expected Jesus” (#125 blue) 

        You may remain seated while we prepare our hearts to worship. 
 

Come, O long expected Jesus born to set your people free 

From our fears and sins release us, Christ in whom our rest shall be 

You, our strength and consolation, come salvation to impart 

Dear desire of many a nation, joy of many a longing heart 
 

Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king 

Born to reign in us forever, born your gracious realm to bring 

By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone 

By your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne 
 

Words ~ Charles Wesley, 1744  Music ~ Roland Prichard, 1830  |  Public Domain 
 

 

Call to Worship ~ “Be Ready for the Lord’s Coming”  

     Luke 12:35-40    NLT 
           (Please join in reading the bold lines.) 
 

 

35 “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning,  
36 as though you were waiting for your master to return  

from the wedding feast.  

Then you will be ready to open the door  

and let him in the moment he arrives and knocks.  
37 The servants who are ready  

and waiting for his return will be rewarded. 

 I tell you the truth,  

he himself will seat them, put on an apron,  

and serve them as they sit and eat! 

 38 He may come in the middle of the night or just before dawn. 

 But whenever he comes,  

he will reward the servants who are ready. 
39 “Understand this:  

If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming,  

he would not permit his house to be broken into.  
40 You also must be ready all the time,  

for the Son of Man will come when least expected.” 



Song ~ The Worship Team will lead us in singing  

“Hymn of Joy” 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory Lord of love 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day 
 

Chorus 

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 

Your love has come here to dwell 
 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee,  

Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise 

Field and forest vale and mountain, flowery meadow flashing sea 

Singing bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in Thee 
 

Mortals join the happy chorus which the morning stars began 

Father love is reigning o'er us, brother love binds man to man 

Ever singing march we onward, victors in the midst of strife 

Joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life 
 

CCLI Song # 7050420             Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash 

© 2015 Capitol CMG Paragon CCLI License # 11289244 

 

Praying Together ~  

Space for requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen 
 

Choir Song ~ “Where Will it Lead?” 

 

Song ~ “One Candle is Lit” (#128 in the blue hymnal) 
 

Come surely Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night 

Our hearts long to greet you, as roses the light 

Salvation draw near us, our vision engage 

One candle is lit for the hope of the age 
 

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare 

For a gift that compels us with justice to care 

Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease 

One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace 
 

Come festively sing while awaiting the birth 

Join angels in dancing from heaven to earth 

Wave banners of good news lift high thankful praise 

One candle is lit for the joy of these days 
 

Come wander where lion and lamb gently play 

Where evil is banished and faith takes the day 

A babe in a manger to fool the world’s eyes 

One candle is lit for God’s loving surprise 
 

Come, listen, the sounds of God-with-us ring clear 

And signs of a cross in the distance appear 

The Word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near 

One candle is lit for the Christ-birthday here 
 

Words ~ Mary Anne Parrott, 1988  Music ~ William Kirkpatrick, 1895  



Introducing the Sermon ~ Pastor Rebecca Sommons 

 

Scripture Text ~ Exodus 25:31-40 & Leviticus 24:1-4  (NLT)  
31 “Make a lampstand of pure, hammered gold.  

Make the entire lampstand and its decorations of one piece— 

the base, center stem, lamp cups, buds, and petals. 

 32 Make it with six branches going out from the center stem,  

three on each side.  
33 Each of the six branches will have three lamp cups  

shaped like almond blossoms, complete with buds and petals. 

 34 Craft the center stem of the lampstand with four lamp cups  

shaped like almond blossoms, complete with buds and petals. 

 35 There will also be an almond bud beneath each pair of branches 

where the six branches extend from the center stem.  
36 The almond buds and branches must all be of one piece  

with the center stem, and they must be hammered from pure gold.  
37 Then make the seven lamps for the lampstand,  

and set them so they reflect their light forward. 

 38 The lamp snuffers and trays must also be made of pure gold.  
39 You will need 75 pounds of pure gold  

for the lampstand and its accessories. 
40 “Be sure that you make everything  

according to the pattern I have shown you here on the mountain. 

~~~~ 

The Lord said to Moses,2 “Command the people of Israel 

 to bring you pure oil of pressed olives for the light,  

to keep the lamps burning continually.  
3 This is the lampstand that stands in the Tabernacle, 

 in front of the inner curtain that shields the Ark of the Covenant. 

Aaron must keep the lamps burning in the Lord’s presence all night. 

This is a permanent law for you,  

and it must be observed from generation to generation. 

 4 Aaron and the priests must tend the lamps  

on the pure gold lampstand continually in the Lord’s presence. 

Sermon ~ Rev. Rebecca Sommons  ~  

“Tending the Lights and God’s Joyful Presence” 
 

Song ~ The worship team will lead us in singing  

“Joy to the World / Unspeakable Joy” 
 

Joy to the world the Lord is come, let earth receive her King 

Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing 
 

Joy to the world the Savior reigns, let all their songs employ 

While fields and floods rocks hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy 
 

Chorus 

Joy unspeakable joy  An overflowing well 

No tongue can tell Joy unspeakable joy 

It rises in my soul Never lets me go 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love 

And wonders, wonders of His love 
 

 

CCLI Song # 5607039 

Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts | Matt Gilder 

© sixsteps Music  CCLI License # 11289244 
 

Benediction ~ From Revelation 22 (NLT) Please join on bold words 

Jesus said ~“Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me 

… I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 

the Beginning and the End… 
 I, Jesus, have sent my angel  

to give you this message for the churches.  

I am both the source of David and the heir to his throne 

 I am the bright morning star.” 

(We Respond) ~ Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s holy people! 


