
Worship Bulletin for January 2, 2021 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Craig Keith 

Thursday ~  Interfaith Council Meeting at 11:45 via zoom,  

 Prudential Meeting at church at 4:15 pm, and  

Choir Practice in the vestry at 7 pm. 

The Sommons family will be away this week, so you can reach out  

to a deacon if any pastoral care needs arise. 

Next Sunday ~ (January 9th) the Mary and Martha Women’s group  

will be meeting in the vestry for breakfast at 8:30 am., and  

Rev. Greg Vigne is coming to preach for the service. 

Happy Birthday to Barb West today! 

Happy Anniversary to Rosemary and Dave Hall tomorrow.  
 

 

The poinsettias in the front of the church are from ~ 

Paul Bauers in loving memory of Susan Walk Bauers, 

Rev. Robert & wife Grace Walk and  

Rev. Dr. J. Elwood & wife Elsie Bauers 

Jim & Cathy Comar in loving memory of Ken & Mary Jean Pierce,  

Pete & Bev Comar, and Judy Comar.  

Martha Thompson in loving memory of her son, Matt Thompson 

Barb and Jim West in loving memory of Miriam & Paul Wertman, 

 Mark George, and Cora & Lewis West. 
 

 

Word of Preparation ~ Craig Keith 
 

Prelude ~ Barb will play “As with Gladness” (#173, blue) 

    You may listen or sing along as we prepare our hearts for worship.  
 

As with gladness sages bold did the guiding star behold 

As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright 

So, true Morning Star, may we evermore Your splendor see 
 

As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger bed 

There to bend the knee before One whom heaven and earth adore 

So may wee with willing feet ever seek your mercy seat 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at the manger plain and bare 

So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy 

All our costliest treasures bring 

Christ, to you from whom they spring 
 

Words ~ William C. Dix, 1861, Music ~ Conrad Kocher, 1838 | Public Domain 
 

 

Call to Worship ~ Isaiah 60:1-6 (NRSV) 

       (Please join in reading the bold lines.) 

 
 

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you,  

and his glory will appear over you. 

3 Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,  

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

    all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song ~ “We Three Kings ” (# 172, blue) 

     Sing the parts in bold all together,  

and look to see who sings the plain text. 
 

All ~ We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar,  

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

All ~ O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Men ~Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,  

Gold I bring to crown him again 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 
 

Women ~ Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh 

Prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high 
 

All ~ Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  

Breathes a life of gathering gloom 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb 
 

All ~ Glorious now behold him arise; Christ and God and sacrifice 

Alleluia, alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies 
 

All ~ O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Words and Music by John H. Hopkins, 1857 | Public Domain 
 

 

Praying Together ~  
 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen 
 

Song ~ “The First Noel” (#151, blue) 

 We will sing the refrain after verses 1, 3, and 5. 
 

The first Noel, the angel did say,  

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel 
 

They looked up and saw a star  

Shining in the east, beyond them far 

And to the earth is gave great light,  

And so it continued both day and night 
 

And by the light of that same star, 

Three wisemen came from country far 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  

Born is the King of Israel 
 

The star drew nigh to the northwest 

O’er Bethlehem it took its rest 

And there it did both stop and stay 

Right over the place where Jesus lay 
 

Then entered in those wise men three 

Full reverently upon their knee 

And offered there, in his presence 

Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Words and Music ~ Traditional English Carol 17th cent. | Public Domain 

 

Introducing the Sermon ~ Pastor Rebecca Sommons 
 



Scripture Text ~ Matthew 2:1-12 (NIV) read by Craig Keith 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,  

during the time of King Herod,  

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked,  

“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  

We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed,  

and all Jerusalem with him. 

 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests  

and teachers of the law,  

he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 

 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, 

 “for this is what the prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler  

who will shepherd my people, Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly  

and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said,  

“Go and search carefully for the child.  

As soon as you find him, report to me,  

so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way,  

and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them 

 until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped him.  

Then they opened their treasures  

and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 

 they returned to their country by another route. 

 
  

Sermon ~ Rev. Rebecca Sommons  ~  “Let the Light Move Us” 

 

Song ~ The worship team will lead us in singing  
 

 

“Follow That Star” 

In the quiet of the night 

Under the wide expanse of sky 

I am alone and asking questions why 

What's this longing in my heart 

What's the reason for my life 

And a solitary light is shining calling 
 

Chorus 

Follow that star follow that star 

Uncover the mystery of who You are 

I've searched for a lifetime 

I've come from afar 

And discovered my destiny 

Is to follow that star (hmm oh) 
 

Like the light of early dawn 

I see the promise there beyond 

And a hope within begins to rise 

Love is calling to my heart 

Reaching deep into my soul 

And reveals to me the reason for living 
 

Chorus 
 

What joy what hope what good news 

He brings to me and you,  yeah 
 

Chorus 
 
 

 CCLI Song # 5468302 Rita Baloche 

© 2008 Sardache' Songs CCLI License # 11289244 

 

  

 



Communion ~  

Welcome ~ Colossians 1:19-22 (TPT) 
19 For God is satisfied to have all his fullness dwelling in Christ.  

20 And by the blood of his cross,  

everything in heaven and earth is brought back to himself— 

back to its original intent, restored to innocence again!  
21–22 Even though you were once distant from him,  

living in the shadows of your evil thoughts and actions, 

 he reconnected you back to himself.  

He released his supernatural peace to you  

through the sacrifice of his own body  

as the sin-payment on your behalf  

so that you would dwell in his presence.  

And now there is nothing between you and Father God,  

for he sees you as holy, flawless, and restored to innocence again! 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NIV) 

 23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you:  

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,  
24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,  

“This is my body, which is for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying,  

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood;  

do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,  

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Sung Benediction ~ “Shalom to You Now” (#436, blue)  
 

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. 

May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 

In all your living and through your loving, 

Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 

 


