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ESUS COMMANDED THE ELEVEN (Judas was 
dead) to baptize all the nations “in the name of 
the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.” 

This baptismal formula giv-
en to the apostles and passed 
on by them to their successors 
continues to be used today 
while water is either poured 
over the head of the candidate 
or the candidate is entirely im-
mersed in water.  Ordinarily, 
the bishop, priest, or deacon 
baptizes.  When these are not 
available, a catechist or other 
suitable person can be deput-
ed by the local bishop to con-
fer Baptism.  In the case of an 
emergency, any person can val-
idly baptize provided that they 
have both the intention of do-
ing what the Church intends 
and that they pour water while 
saying the baptismal formula. 
Only those who have not yet 
been baptized can be baptized, 
because Baptism cannot be re-
peated.

Necessity of Baptism

Although God has not made 
known to us any means other 
than Baptism for salvation, this 
does not mean that God himself 
is restricted to Baptism.  In his 
great mercy, God does save by 
other means, such as through 
the Baptism of martyrdom and 
the Baptism of desire.

Baptism of martyrdom refers 
to the salvation granted to those 

who suffer death for the sake of the faith.  Their faith 
is so sure that they willingly give all to Christ, even 

their lives.  Thus, just as in 
Baptism one dies and is re-
born, they, too, die and then 
are reborn into eternal life.

Baptism of desire refers to 
the salvation granted to those 
who die while they are still 
catechumens, or those who do 
not know Jesus, “but seek[s] 
the truth and does the will of 
God in accordance with his 
understanding of it.” (CCC 

1260) Catechumens who die 
before they are baptized can 
be saved based on the pre-
sumption of their desire to re-
ceive the sacrament, to repent 
of their sins, and to live a life 
of charity.

Baptism of martyrdom and 
Baptism of desire show the ne-
cessity of both faith and Bap-
tism for the forgiveness of sins 
which Jesus established when 
he commissioned the apostles:  
“He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved” (Mk 16:16).

The salvation of others is 
implied by the fact that Christ 
“died … once for all” (Rom 6:10; 
see also 2 Cor 5:15; Heb 10:10), 
and so every person must have 
some sort of opportunity to re-
ceive Jesus’ gift of salvation.  
The salvation of children is 
supported by Jesus’ words af-
firming that those who are like 
children are the greatest in the 
Kingdom (see Mt 18:1-5; Mk 

Baptism
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to 

me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.” ~ Matthew 28:18-20

J
“Through this union with 

Christ in Baptism, we 
receive both the forgiveness of 
sins and new birth through 

the Holy Spirit.”
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9:33-37;  Lk 
9:46-48).  The 
salvation of 
those who do 
not know Je-
sus is further 
supported by 
the fact that 
these people 
who make sin-
cere efforts to 
seek truth and 
to do the will 
of God to the 
best of their 
understanding 
would have 
desired Bap-
tism if they 
had known of 
its necessity.

Grace of 
Baptism

In Baptism, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are “all bap-
tized into one body,” the Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:13).  
Through this union with Christ in Baptism, we re-
ceive both the forgiveness of sins and new birth 
through the Holy Spirit.  These two principal effects 
accomplished by the grace of this sacrament have 
several important aspects.

The first principal effect includes not only the for-
giveness of personal sins but also the washing away of 
original sin inherited from Adam and Eve.  Baptism 
also erases all punishment due to sin.  Furthermore, 
the grace received through Baptism is a tremendous 
aid in the struggle against sin.  This assistance against 
sin is necessary because Baptism does not erase the 
temporal consequences of sin such as suffering, ill-
ness, and death, nor does Baptism erase our human 
inclination to sin.

The second principal effect, new birth in the Holy 
Spirit, refers to rebirth as adopted children of God 
(see Gal 4:5-7).  This divine adoption is much more 
than our common notion of adoption.  Through Bap-
tism, one truly becomes a child of God, a partaker of 
the divine nature (see 2 Pt 1:4), a member of Christ 
(see 1 Cor 6:15), and a fellow heir with Christ (see 
Rom 8:17).  The baptized person is really made a 
member of the Trinity-family and truly has God as 
Father.  On earth, this family of God is the Church. 

By Baptism, 
we also are 
made broth-
ers and sisters 
to one anoth-
er.  By this re-
birth, one be-
comes a “new 
creation” (2 Cor 
5 :17) ,  with 
the rights, re-
sponsibilities, 
and dignity 
that belong 
to all who are 
Trinity-fam-
ily members 
(every bap-
t i z e d  p e r -
son).  Becom-

ing a member 
of Christ also 
means sharing 
in his eternal 
high priesthood 

(see Heb 4:14-16).  This participation is referred to 
as the common priesthood of all believers and should not 
be confused with the ordained priesthood of bishops, 
priests, and deacons who govern, preach, and sanc-
tify the Church in the person of Christ.  Rather as 
members of the common priesthood, the baptized are 
called to witness to the faith they have received and 
to participate in the Church’s missionary and apos-
tolic work.

In Baptism one receives sanctifying grace.  Grace 
is nothing other than God’s own divine life given 
to each person.  In Baptism, this grace includes the 
theological virtues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(see Is 11:2).  The theological virtues — faith, hope, 
and love — are infused into the soul by God at Bap-
tism. They give the baptized the capacity to live as 
children of God.  They also serve as the source for 
all the other virtues that are acquired by human ef-
fort with God’s help.  

     Although sin may obscure the fruits of Baptism, 
the effects of Baptism can never be erased from one’s 
soul.  In Baptism, one receives an indelible spiritual 
mark (character).  God will not abandon or forsake 
his own (see Is 49:14-15; Heb 13:5).  Once made a 
child of God, one is a child of God for all eternity.  
For this reason, Baptism is never repeated.

(CCC 537, 977-978, 1213-1274, 1533, 2813)

“The baptized are called to witness to the faith 
they have received and to participate in the 
Church’s missionary and apostolic work.”

An adult Baptism during the Easter Vigil Mass

 Baptism — Page 2


	WELCOME PAGE
	SEARCH
	HELP
	INTRODUCTION
	Title Page
	Copyright
	Dedication
	General Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Abbreviations for Books of the Bible
	Table of Contents for Doctrines and Special Topics

	QUESTIONS ABOUT CD USE
	Questions About CD Use

	DOCTRINES
	Part I: Introduction
	Angels
	Anointing of the Sick
	Aspects of Prayer
	Attributes of God
	Baptism
	The Battle of Prayer
	The Beatitudes
	Beauty
	The Blessed Trinity
	Can the Bible be Taken Literally?
	The Catholic Family
	Celibacy for the Sake of the Kingdom
	Chastity and Modesty
	The Christian Meaning of Freedom
	The Christian Meaning of Suffering
	Christian Meditation
	The Church is Apostolic
	The Communion of Saints
	Confession to a Human Being
	Confirmation
	The Consecrated Life: Living Vows of Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience
	Continual Conversion and Penance
	Conversion to Jesus Christ
	The Covenants of God with Us
	The Deposit of Faith
	Deuterocanonical Books of the Old Testament
	Did Jesus Always Know He Was God?
	Did Jesus Have to Suffer and Die?
	The Dignity and Vocation of Women
	The Disciple of Christ
	Divine Revelation
	Does God Exist?
	Errors of Modern Culture
	The Eucharist
	Evangelization
	The Five Doctrines on Mary
	Forgiveness
	The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell
	The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
	God the Creator
	God the Father
	God’s Justice, God’s Love
	God’s Law
	God’s Plan of Salvation
	Good Works
	Grace and Conversion
	Grace
	The Heights of Prayer: Contemplation
	Holiness and Joy
	Holy Orders
	The Holy Spirit
	Honoring our Parents
	In Persona Christi: The Concept Explained
	The Incarnation
	Indulgences
	Infallibility: God’s Perfect Gift to His Imperfect Church
	Infant Baptism
	Introduction to Prayer
	Jesus: Our Exemplar in Prayer
	Jesus, the Unexpected Messiah
	Jesus: The Way,The Truth, and The Life
	Justification
	The Kingdom of God
	Light and Fire
	The Light of Conscience
	Liturgy: An Introduction
	Made in His Image
	The Magisterium
	Male and Female He Made Them
	Marriage, Sexuality, and Contraception
	Martyrdom
	Mary, the New Eve
	Matrimony
	Miracles: Proof of Christ ’s Claims
	Mother of God and Our Mother
	The Mystery of Evil
	Mystical Body of Christ
	Natural Law
	The New Heavens and the New Earth: The Real Rapture
	Once Saved, Always Saved?
	One, Holy, Catholic…
	Original Sin
	The Paschal Mystery
	People of God
	Praying to Mary: Idolatry or the Will of God?
	The Precepts of the Church
	The Priesthood of the Faithful
	Profanity
	Providence
	Purgatory
	The Real Presence
	Reconciliation
	Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament
	Responding to the Great Mysteries
	Resurrection of the Body
	Resurrection
	The Sabbath and Sunday Worship
	The Sacramental Economy
	Sacramental Living
	Sacraments: God Uses the Material World to Sanctify Us
	Sacred Scripture
	Sacred Tradition
	The Sanctity of Human Life
	The Second Coming of Christ
	Separated Brethren
	Servant of the Servants of God: St. Peter and His Successors in the Life of the Church
	The Seven Deadly Sins
	Social Teaching of the Church
	Spirit and Matter
	Stealing, Lying, Cheating
	Temptation
	The Touch of Jesus
	True God and True Man
	Types of Prayer
	Typology: The Sacraments of Initiation and the Bible
	Veneration of Holy Images: Idolatry?
	Viaticum
	The Virtue of Charity
	The Virtue of Faith
	The Virtue of Hope
	Virtuous Living
	What is a Sacramental Marriage?
	What is Sin?
	Women and the Priesthood
	Works of Mercy

	SPECIAL TOPICS
	Part II: Introduction
	Advent
	Amen
	Apparitions
	Canon Law
	Canonization of Saints
	The Catholic Funeral
	The Chrism Mass
	Creed
	Daily Examination of Conscience
	Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
	Examination of Conscience
	Helps in Using the Sacrament of Reconciliation
	History of the Church
	History of the Mass
	The Holy Rosary
	Holy Week
	Lent: The Period of Purification and Enlightenment
	Liturgical Vocabulary List
	The Liturgical Year: An Annual Cycle of the Mysteries of Christ, Mary, and the Saints
	The Liturgy of the Hours
	The Lord’s Prayer
	Mass of Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood
	Novenas
	Our Lady of Guadalupe
	The Parts of the Mass
	Sacramentals
	The San Damiano Cross
	The Sign of the Cross
	Solemnity of All Saints - November 1
	Solemnity of Easter
	Solemnity of Pentecost
	Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord
	Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - August 15
	Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God - January 1
	Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception - December 8
	Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord - December 25
	The Stations of the Cross
	Structure of the Bible
	Titles, Terms, Ministries
	Well-Known Catholic Prayers
	What is a Rite?

	PSALMS AND CANTICLES
	Part III: Introduction
	Index of Sources for Sung Psalm and Canticle Refrains
	Psalm 1
	Psalm 5
	Psalm 6
	Psalm 8
	Psalm 9
	Psalm 10
	Psalm 12
	Psalm 16
	Psalm 17
	Psalm 18
	Psalm 19
	Psalm 20
	Psalm 22A
	Psalm 22B
	Psalm 23
	Psalm 24
	Psalm 25
	Psalm 26
	Psalm 27
	Psalm 28
	Psalm 30
	Psalm 31
	Psalm 32
	Psalm 33
	Psalm 34
	Psalm 36
	Psalm 37
	Psalm 39
	Psalm 40
	Psalm 42
	Psalm 45
	Psalm 46
	Psalm 47
	Psalm 50
	Psalm 51
	Psalm 53
	Psalm 57
	Psalm 61
	Psalm 62
	Psalm 63
	Psalm 65
	Psalm 66
	Psalm 67
	Psalm 68
	Psalm 69
	Psalm 72
	Psalm 78A
	Psalm 78B
	Psalm 84
	Psalm 85
	Psalm 86
	Psalm 88
	Psalm 89
	Psalm 91
	Psalm 93
	Psalm 95
	Psalm 96
	Psalm 97
	Psalm 98
	Psalm 99
	Psalm 100
	Psalm 102A
	Psalm 102B
	Psalm 103A
	Psalm 103B
	Psalm 104A
	Psalm 104B
	Psalm 110
	Psalm 111
	Psalm 112
	Psalm 113
	Psalm 115
	Psalm 116
	Psalm 118
	Psalm 119A
	Psalm 119B
	Psalm 119C
	Psalm 121
	Psalm 122
	Psalm 127
	Psalm 128
	Psalm 130
	Psalm 133
	Psalm 135
	Psalm 136
	Psalm 138
	Psalm 139
	Psalm 140
	Psalm 141
	Psalm 145
	Psalm 146
	Psalm 147
	Psalm 148
	Psalm 149
	Psalm 150
	Isaiah 12
	The Magnificat
	Philippians 2
	Colossians 1

	LITANIES AND PRAYERS
	Part IV: Introduction
	LITANIES
	Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary
	Litany for Holy Communion
	Litany of the Holy Spirit
	Litany of the Most Holy Name of Jesus
	Litany of the Sacred Heart
	Litany of the Saints
	Litany of Saint Joseph

	OTHER PRAYERS
	The Angelus (Angel of the Lord)
	Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven)
	The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy
	The Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary
	Pentecost Sequence
	Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction


	LIVES OF SAINTS
	Part V: Introduction
	Index of Saints Alphabetically
	Index of Saints by Feast Day
	Index of Saints by Categories
	St. Alphonsus Liguori
	Bl. André Bessette
	St. Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions
	St. Andrew Kim Taegon and Companions
	St. Ann Wang and Companions
	St. Anthony of Padua
	St. Athanasius
	St. Augustine of Hippo
	St. Benedict of Nursia
	St. Bernadette Soubirous
	St. Bernard of Clairvaux
	St. Catherine Labouré
	St. Catherine of Siena
	St. Charles Lwanga and Companions
	St. Clare of Assisi
	St. Dominic de Gúzman
	St. Dominic Savio
	St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
	St. Elizabeth of Hungary
	St. Faustina Kowalska
	St. Frances of Rome
	St. Francis de Sales
	St. Francis of Assisi
	St. Francis Xavier
	Bl. Francisco and Bl. Jacinta Marto
	St. Gertrude the Great
	St. Gianna Beretta Molla
	St. Gregory the Great
	St. Ignatius of Antioch
	St. Ignatius of Loyola
	St. Irenaeus of Lyons
	Sts. Isaac Jogues, John de Brébeuf, and Companions
	St. John Bosco
	Ven. John Henry Newman
	St. John Neumann
	St. John of God
	St. John the Baptist
	St. John the Evangelist
	St. John Vianney
	St. Josemaria Escrivá de Balauer
	St. Joseph
	St. Josephine Bakhita
	St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
	Bl. Junipero Serra
	Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha
	St. Katharine Drexel
	St. Leo the Great
	St. Louis de Montfort
	Ven. Louis and Zélie Martin
	St. Margaret Clitherow
	St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
	Bl. Margaret of Castello
	St. Margaret of Scotland
	St. Maria Goretti
	St. Martin de Porres
	St. Mary Magdalene
	St. Maximilian Kolbe
	Bl. Miguel Pro
	St. Monica
	St. Patrick
	St. Paul Miki and Companions
	St. Paul the Apostle
	Sts. Perpetua, Felicity, and Companions
	St. Peter Claver
	St. Peter the Apostle
	Ven. Pierre Toussaint
	St. Pio of Pietrelcina
	St. Teresa Benedicta
	Bl. Teresa of Calcutta
	St. Teresa of Ávila
	St. Thomas Aquinas
	St. Thomas More
	St. Thomas the Apostle
	St. Thérèse of Lisieux
	St. Vincent de Paul

	CONVERSION STORIES
	Part VI: Introduction
	A Future and a Hope - Joe Allison
	Going Through the Door - Anonymous
	Not Obligated, but Freely Choosing - Anonymous
	From Bible Anarchy - Doug Beasley
	Waiting for the Invitation - Paul Bennet
	In Mary's Womb - Andre Bolster
	Come Home, for to This You Were Born - Dana Braultpdf
	God Will Reveal His Plan to Us - Anne Brauner
	Little Mary and My Trinity of Friends - Shari Deeb
	God Cares Specifically About Me - Julie Eddy
	Many Apostles Bring Me to the Church - Jim Ensley
	Finding the Desire of My Heart - Fr. Ed Fride
	Seeing the Love of God - Anne Foy
	Mary By My Side - Jame M. Herbert
	Happily Ever After - Heather Keimig
	Lost and Then Found - Stephanie Nemecek
	Finding the Truth, Finding My God - Eric Pavlat
	Beacon of the Catholic Faith - Debbie Plescia
	A Gentle, Guiding Hand - Brenda Randall
	Joy, Freedom, and Ecstasy - Steve Ray
	Accepting Jesus as God and Lord - Jim Safford
	Ready to Accept Christ into My Life - Randy Shaw
	Starving for the Eucharist - Martha Tonn
	My friend is Jesus - Stephen Westmoreland
	Have Mercy on Me, Lord - Belinda Wickham

	SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
	Part VII: Introduction
	Discussion Questions

	CITATION INDEXES
	Index of Citations to Sacred Scripture for the Doctrines and Special Topics
	Index of Doctrinal and Special Topics Titles Matched to the Catechism of the Catholic Church

	CATECHIST'S MANUAL CROSS REFERENCE
	Use of Cross References


