
Discussion questions for Soul Surfer (for students) 

1. What kind of life was Bethany and family living? 

2. What is Bethany’s mother praying in her car when following the ambulance?  

3. What says Alana’s father to Bethany in the hospital?  

4. What does the doctor say to Bethany’s parents? 

5. Read Philippians 4:13 out loud. This was what Bethany’s father was reading in the 

hospital. Do you think Bethany agreed? 

6. What was the reality after coming home with one arm missing? 

7. Bethany goes to her youth leader Sarah. When Sarah asks more in depth, Bethany 

breaks in tears. What did she ask?  

8. What was Sarah’s answer?  

9. What does Sarah believe? Compare this with Romans 8:28. 

10. Why does Bethany not want the artificial arm?  

11. What does Bethany’s mother say when they talk about Bethany’s look and why?  

And what does her mother say about possible boyfriends and why?  

12. Then both look at the famous statue of Venus of Milo, the pinnacle of 

beauty.  

What encouraging words does the mother speak to her daughter?  

13. Bethany asks her father “How do I know what to do?” Her father says:  

“I don’t know”, but he still gives her a good advice. Which advice?  

14. Sarah takes Bethany to a World Vision mission trip to Thailand, right after 

the tsunami. How did that help Bethany?  

15. While in Thailand, seeing the devastating conditions of people who have 

lost everything, Bethany finds what is way more important than even 

surfing. What?  

16. At the final surfing championship the judges disqualify Bethany and declare her best 

performance not counting. She ponders with her father about the not counted best 

score Bethany says: . . . . 

17. Bethany becomes a professional surfer. Everybody is proud of her. Bethany makes the 

statement: “I could never have embraced more people if the accident hadn’t happened 

to me. What is your comment on this? 
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Discussion questions for Soul Surfer (for facilitators) 

1. What kind of life was Bethany and family living? 

2. What is Bethany’s mother praying in her car when following the ambulance? Please 

don’t take her 

3. What says Alana’s father to Bethany in the hospital? You never let go, you are incredible 

brave 

4. What does the doctor say to Bethany’s parents? Your daughter is a living miracle. 

5. Read Philippians 4:13 out loud. This was what Bethany’s father was reading in the 

hospital. Do you think Bethany agreed? 

6. What was the reality after coming home with one arm missing? 

7. Bethany goes to her youth leader Sarah. When Sarah asks more in depth, Bethany 

breaks in tears. What did she ask? How can this be God’s plan for me? 

8. What was Sarah’s answer? Sometimes terrible things happen to us, we don’t 

understand. 

9. What does Sarah believe? I have to believe that something good is going to come out of 

this. Compare this with Romans 8:28. 

10. Why does Bethany not want the artificial arm? It does not work for surfing. 

11. What does Bethany’s mother say when they talk about Bethany’s look and why? You 

are so beautiful. 

And what does her mother say about possible boyfriends and why? You will get the 

right guy. Outside/inside 

12. Then both look at the famous statue of Venus of Milo, the pinnacle of beauty.  

What encouraging words does the mother speak to her daughter? You have 

one arm more than Venus of Milo. 

13. Bethany asks her father “How do I know what to do?” Her father says: “I 

don’t know”, but he still gives her a good advice. Which advice? Just pray and 

wait for what’s coming next. 

14. Sarah takes Bethany to a World Vision mission trip to Thailand, right after the 

tsunami. How did that help Bethany? Get new perspective. 

15. While in Thailand, seeing the devastating conditions of people who have lost 

everything, Bethany finds what is way more important than even surfing. What? Love. 

16. At the final surfing championship the judges disqualify Bethany and declare her best 

performance not counting. She ponders with her father about the not counted best 

score Bethany says: it counts! 

17. Bethany becomes a professional surfer. Everybody is proud of her. Bethany makes the 

statement: “I could never have embraced more people if the accident hadn’t happened 

to me”. What is your comment on this? 
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