A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
The Fourth Sunday in Advent
Our Lord’s Day – December 20, 2020
Half Past Ten o’clock in the Morning

BELL PEAL
The original service of Lessons and Carols was written by E. W. Benson
and was held Christmas Eve 1880 in Truro Cathedral, Cornwall at ten o’clock in the night.

VOLUNTARY

Savior of the Heathen Come, BWV 659

†PROCESSIONAL CAROL

Johann Sebastian Bach
ADESTE FIDELIS

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
The people will respond where there is bold print.
eloved in Christ, it is our duty and delight
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels,
and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem,
and see this thing which has come to pass,
and the babe lying in a manger.
Therefore let us hear again from the holy scriptures
the tale of the loving purposes of God
and the glorious redemption brought us by this holy child;
and let us make this house of prayer
glad with our carols of praise.
But first, because this of all things would rejoice Jesus’ heart,
let us pray to him for the needs of the whole world,
and all his people;
for peace upon the earth he came to save;
for love and unity within the one Church he did build;
for goodwill among all peoples.
And particularly at this time, let us remember the poor,
the cold, the hungry, the oppressed;
the sick and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved;
the aged and the little children;
and all who do not know the Lord Jesus, or do not love him,
or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember all those who rejoice with us,
but upon another shore and in a greater light,
that multitude which no one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven,
in the words that Christ himself has taught us:

B

ur Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
nd lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.
Amen.

O

Mary Williams

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

Liz McBride

The candles of hope, peace, and joy have been lighted.

I dream of music that makes my heart swell.
We dream of trees that take our breath away.
I dream of sunrises that wrap me in light.
We dream of family dinners that feel like home.
I dream of worship that gives me hope.
We dream of a world ruled by love and peace.
Today, as we draw near to Christmas, we light the candle of love.
May this light burn bright as reminder that God is here and God is love.
We are not alone.

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Today we receive the Christmas Joy Offering.
Contributions are equally distributed among three worship missions:
the Diaconate of Peace Memorial, which provides financial assistance
to needy parishioners and neighbors;
educational opportunities for racial and ethnic minority students;
financial assistance to pastors and other faithful workers within the PCUSA.

OFFERTORY
†DOXOLOGY

A Christmas Pastorale

†PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Charles Callahan
CRANHAM

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7

Linda McMullen

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness— on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM

George Frederick Handel
omfort ye my people, saith your God;
speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem,
and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished,
that her iniquity is pardoned.
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”

C

Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill made low,
the crooked straight and the rough places plain.
Kevin Nickorick, tenor soloist

SECOND LESSON: ISAIAH 11:1-4A, 6-9

Pam Chapin

A little child will lead them.
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight
shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what
his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of
his lips he shall kill the wicked. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down
with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my
holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea.
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY

Richard Walters

o, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.

L

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.
This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
Enfleshed, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us
and lightens every load.
Kris Marshall, trumpet

THIRD LESSON: LUKE 1:26-33, 38A, 39-42, 46A

Kevin Nickorick

An angel appears to Mary.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord will give
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
his kingdom will haven no end.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let
it be with me according to your word.” In those days Mary set out and went with haste to
a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” And Mary sang:
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

MAGNIFICAT
y soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the mighty from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and his descendants forevermore.

M

John Ferguson

FOURTH LESSON: LUKE 2:1-7

Brooks Workman

Mary gives birth in Bethlehem.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
This is the Word of the Lord according to Saint Luke.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM

English Traditional Carol

G

od rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
For Jesus Christ our Saviour was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray:

From God our heavenly Father a blessed angel came,
And unto certain shepherd brought tidings of the same,
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name:
Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface:
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

FIFTH LESSON: LUKE 2:18-16
Angels announce the Messiah.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
This is the Word of the Lord according to Saint Luke.
Thanks be to God.

†CAROL

THE FIRST NOWELL

SIXTH LESSON: MATTHEW 2:1-11

Don Golliher

Magi come from the East.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
This is the Word of the Lord according to Saint Matthew.
Thanks be to God.

†CAROL

PIAE CANTIONES

SEVENTH LESSON: JOHN 1:1-14
And the Word became flesh.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
This is the Word of the Lord according to Saint John.
Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY

Nöel for the Flûte Stops

Louis Claude D’Aquin

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
†CHARGE AND BLESSING
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
o forth into the world in peace; be of good courage;
hold fast that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted;
support the weak;
help the afflicted, honor everyone;
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you, and remain with you always.

G
Amen.

†PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
and Everlasting Father be with you.
And may the Prince of Peace abide also with you.
The people exchange visual signs of peace with those socially distanced from them.

†RECESSIONAL CAROL

MENDELSSOHN

†VOLUNTARY

Messiah, HWV 56 – Hallelujah

George Frederick Handel

The people will please remain standing in a spirit of reverence.

† The People will please stand as they are able.

For the Glory of God...
Sharing in the leadership of worship
with Liturgists Pam Chapin, Don Golliher,
Liz McBride, Linda McMullen, Mary Williams, and Brooks Workman
are Members of the Chancel Choir;
Kevin Nickorick, Tenor Soloist; Aaron Hilsinger, Violin;
Kris Marshall, First Trumpet; Aric Brian, Second Trumpet;
Julianne Welch, French Horn; Joel Vaisse, Trombone;
William Mickelsen, Tuba; Dave Coash, Percussion;
Timothy Belk, Director of Music Ministries and Organist.
An informal gathering immediately follows in Dunseith Memorial Garden.
The Chancel flowers are presented to the glory of God
in honor of the Worship and Music Ministry
of Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church
by the James L. Belk Jr. Family.
The worship bulletin is presented to the glory of God
in memory of Dr. Martha McBride (September 24, 1939 – February 16, 2020).

Christmas Eve at Peace Memorial
Thursday, December 24

Candlelight Communion Service
Six o’clock in the Evening

First Sunday after Christmas
Our Lord’s Day – December 27

Morning Worship
Half Past Ten o’clock in the Morning
No Sunday School

The Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church of Clearwater in Florida
110 S. Fort Harrison Avenue | 33756
727-446-3001

