Your basic guide to DAN-SA

Student Membership

A S ENTRY- LE VEL DIVERS, STUDENTS ARE OF TEN
NOT AWARE OF ALL THE SAFET Y A SPEC TS AND
POSSIBLE RISKS A SSOCIATED WITH DIVING. TO
C ATER SPECIFIC ALLY FOR THESE NEEDS, DAN -SA HA S
DE VELOPED THE STUDENT MEMBERSHIP PACK AGE. NOW
YOU C AN ENSURE YOUR STUDENTS ARE SAFE FROM
THEIR VERY FIRST BREATH A S DIVERS.

Overview and benefits
Student Membership overview

Student Membership provides the possibility of peace of mind for your
students. The benefits and specifications related to the Student Membership
are listed below.
MEDICAL EXPENSES AND ASSISTANCE SERVICES
Benefit

Limits

Emergency medical expenses

R300 000

Transportation and/or repatriation

R100 000

Emergency assistance services cover

Assistance service only

Student Membership benefits

Enrolling your students as DAN-SA members is the safest diving decision you
can make. As members, they are entitled to various benefits, including the
following:

DAN-SA hotline

The DAN-SA hotline is a 24/7/365 dedicated line for divers in need. Our trained
staff and diving medical doctors provide expert and unparalleled assistance in
emergency situations or just for general dive-medicine-related enquiries.

Travel assistance and benefits

DAN-SA provides for evacuation in a medical emergency when a student is on
a dive trip or more than 100 km from home. Student members also receive
emergency medical expense benefits when travelling outside of their country
of permanent, registered residence for the specified period of the Student
Membership.*
*Instructors are required to contact the DAN-SA hotline to enable this service for their enrolled
students.

“

DAN-SA Student Membership is
about providing peace of mind to
students and instructors alike.

Membership enquiries
Tel: 0860 242 242 (SA) or +27 11 266 4900 (int)
Fax: 0861 FAX DAN (329 326)
Email: info@dansa.org
Twitter: @divesafety
Facebook: DAN Southern Africa
Web: www.dansa.org

Student Membership FAQs
What is DAN-SA Student Membership?

DAN-SA Student Membership offers entry-level divers in the DANSA region limited emergency medical benefits for the duration of
their entry-level training. It provides up to R300 000 emergency
medical service benefits at no cost to the diver or the instructor
who teaches them. It is about providing peace of mind to students
and instructors alike.

Who is eligible to participate?

Student Membership is open to any entry-level diver. The student
can only be registered by a certified instructor teaching in the
DAN-SA region who is an active Master DAN-SA member.
Freediving and spearfishing instructors who are active Master
members and teach a recognised course within the DAN-SA
region can register their freediving or spearfishing entry-level
students. The recognised course details need to be specified on the
application for registration.

How much does it cost?

It is free to entry-level students and certified instructors. There is
no obligation to join DAN-SA as a full member after completing
the entry-level training.

For how long is the membership active?

Student Membership is valid as soon as a registration is received
by DAN-SA. The student membership commences on the date
the student membership roster is received from the registering
instructor and lasts until the end of the final dive needed for
certification or for six weeks, whichever comes sooner.

How are students enrolled?

Instructors need to sign up their students at the beginning of
a course. Instructors can apply online or even download the
application form for the Student Membership from the website.
Upon qualifying, we hope that newly-certified divers will realise
the benefits of becoming full DAN-SA members.
Upon receipt of a student’s registration, both the student and the
instructor will receive, via email, a confirmation of registration and
the student’s new student member number.

Why do students need membership?

Instructors have asked why students should have membership
since they are not exposed to the same diving risks as certified
divers. DAN-SA offers (complementary) cover to student divers
because their risk is indeed much lower. However, injuries can still
occur during instruction. In fact, according to DAN-SA’s annual
report on Decompression Illness and Diving Fatalities, student
injuries have been the third and fourth leading diving activity
associated with diving injuries during the past several years.

What are the benefits the student receives?

The student is covered for all the benefits of DAN-SA Student
Membership, including emergency medical expenses and
assistance services.

Are there any special considerations?

Yes, there are. You will not be able to register entry-level students
that are 75 years or older. Entry-level students must at all times
be accompanied by a certified instructor. The general depth limit
for entry-level students is 18 m or as specified by the recognised
training agency the instructor is certified with.

Does the student membership replace medical
aid or primary insurance?

No, DAN-SA membership is secondary to any other medical aid or
travel insurance the student might have.

