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I want to see my neighborhood transformed. 
Let there be more expressions of love, more 

serving of one another, more demonstrations 
of compassion, and more evidence of unity.

Jesus, reset my prayer life.

Christ’s reputation as a healer and teacher spread across the 
country. So as He rode a small donkey down the winding trails, 
people began to recognize Him. A crowd gathered and joyfully 
began to praise God. For the first time in ministry, Jesus was pub-
licly praised. Then something odd occurred. He reached a certain 
point on the path to Jerusalem and began to cry. Cry? On a festive 
occasion such as this, what would prompt the Savior to cry? (See 
Luke 19:41–44.)

TOWARD NEIGHBORHOOD TRANSFORMATION:
HOW TO LIVE IN A PRAYED-FOR 

NEIGHBORHOOD
From Toward Neighborhood Transformation 

by Steve Hawthorne

Jesus looked upon Jerusalem—past her regal palace, past her stand-
ing as a strong military force and hub of commerce. Jesus looked 
past all that and saw the people. He came upon the city, saw 
the people’s hurt, and His heart’s response was to cry. How do 
our hearts respond when we look upon our neighborhood? What 
might happen in our city if we allowed our hearts to be moved 
with the same compassion?

Neighborhood Transformation
I love knowing that God is already at work in my neighborhood. 
God has been doing good things constantly, every passing day, in 
the life of every breathing person. Of course, most of what God 
does for people goes unnoticed. He is not recognized for most 
of the kindness and life that He bestows. But that’s not the way 
God wants it. And that’s not how it will be. The Bible resounds 
with promise that ultimately, the risen Lord will be known, loved, 
and followed by some in every people. When God-lovers become 
neighbor-lovers, the community changes in tangible ways. It’s 
what some people have called transformation.

God’s Glory in a Prayed-For Neighborhood
Can you imagine living in a prayed-for city? It would be a commu-
nity in which every person is being prayed for in Jesus’ name by 
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caring Christian neighbors. How much room would God have to 
work when people come to know that they are being prayed for? If 
anything good happens, people would likely give God at least par-
tial credit. If anything drastic or difficult happened, I think people 
would look in God’s direction for help.

Can you imagine yourself living in a prayed-for neighbor-
hood? Why not envision every person in your neighborhood being 
prayed for? You can aim to fill your neighborhood, campus, or 
workplace with prayer. Anyone can do it. Here’s how:

Prayer walking: Get closer to pray clearer
Prayer walking is praying near the people you are praying for, 
in the places where they live or work. Prayer walking isn’t really 
about walking around. It’s praying with your eyes and heart wide open 
so you can take notice of what God may want to do in their lives. 
You can pray quietly with your eyes open without people nec-
essarily knowing that you are praying for them. Be on the scene 
without making one.

LEARN to Encounter Jesus

Just like in Jerusalem (in Luke 19), what if Jesus was to “look 
upon” your home? What would He feel when He saw the 
struggles of your family? Because Jesus is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever, we can be confident that just as He felt 
compassion for Jerusalem, He feels compassion for you! The 
writer of Hebrews reminds us that Jesus not only feels com-
passion for our needs, but He is in heaven, constantly inter-
ceding for us (Hebrews 7:25). Picture this moment: Christ is 
praying for your marriage, your family, and your friends out  

of a compassionate, tender heart. Picture the image of Jesus 
leaning over and whispering a prayer to the Father. You hear 
Him praying for the needs of your life from a heart of kind-
ness and care.

What does it do to your heart to know that Jesus loves 
you so much that the needs of your life move Him with com-
passion?  Then out of compassion, He intercedes for you? 

Jesus, when I consider that You are praying for me—because you 
feel compassion and care for me—it brings __________ to my heart.

(For example: joy, peace, gladness, thanks, excitement, awe, or 
wonder)

Tell Jesus about your thanksgiving and praise.

Pray God’s purpose: Pray Scripture
If you learn how to pray Scripture, you don’t really need to know 
what your neighbors’ specific needs or requests might be. Begin 
by thanking God for the good things that He has already done. We 
are urged to offer “thanksgiving on behalf of all people” (1 Timo-
thy 2:1). You can be sure of this: God has been “under-thanked” 
in your community. As you read the stories, songs, and promises 
of Scripture, try to give God honor for doing some things in the 
lives of people near you.

Use those same bits of Scripture as the substance of what 
you pray. Learn the art of paraphrasing (or prayer-a-phrasing) 
promises or stories of the Bible into prayers that use your own 
words. Make it your focus to pray toward what God desires to 
bring about in their lives. Pray for His intended destiny for the 
community. Essentially, if you pray in hope, you will find yourself 
praying with love. Take a few moments to pray right now.
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PRAY and Experience Scripture

“So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it 
will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I 
desire…” (Isaiah 55:11 NASB).

Prayerfully reflect on the verses below as part of God’s 
hope for your community. Pray for your neighborhood that 
God’s Word will not return empty.

• “What does the LORD require of you but to do jus-
tice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” (Micah 6:8 NASB)

• “‘To the extent that you did it to one of these broth-
ers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to 
Me.’” (Matthew 25:40 NASB)

• “He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their 
children and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers…” (Malachi 4:6 NASB)

• “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; 
that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality…”  
(1 Thessalonians 4:3–5 NASB)

• “And He said to him, “‘YOu shaLL LOve the LORD YOuR 
GOD with aLL YOuR heaRt, anD with aLL YOuR sOuL, anD with 
aLL YOuR minD.’ This is the great and foremost com-
mandment. The second is like it, ‘YOu shaLL LOve YOuR 
neiGhbOR as YOuRseLf.’” (Matthew 22:37–40 NASB)

• “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations 
… teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you…” (Matthew 28:19–20 NASB)

Pray your way into their story:  
From prayer to care to share
People who persistently pray with thanks and in biblical hope 
often find that God inspires them with creative ways to express 
simple kindness to their neighbors. Small gestures of kindness 
are themselves the very blessing that God promised would flow 
from Abraham’s family (Genesis 12:2–3, 22:18). These kinds of 
simple acts are the substance of the neighbor love that God com-
mands (Mark 12:29–31). But there’s more. Such tangible kindness 
often throws open ways to communicate the gospel in sensitive, 
relevant clarity. Persistent, life-giving prayer for others leads to 
opportunities to care, displaying God’s love, which opens the way 
to share the gospel, declaring God’s love.

Coming soon: Some of the best things that God will ever do in 
history.

I think it’s highly likely that many of us will soon be living 
in prayed-for cities. I’m stretching my heart to believe that we 
will someday be living in a prayed-for world. That’s going to be a 
world in which God gets tremendous glory.

SHARE with Others in Community

Plan now to share your story of how Jesus has made a differ-
ence in your life. Talk to a neighbor, friend, or colleague about 
what Jesus has done and the hope that He offers.

First, reflect on the lives of your friends and neigh-
bors. What do you see when you “look upon” their lives?  
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Do they need acceptance, compassion, peace, confidence, 
discernment, forgiveness, restoration, or provision? Now, 
reflect on all the ways that Jesus has given these same things 
to you. Out of gratitude for what Jesus has done for you, ask 
Him to give you an opportunity to share your story:

I feel a lot of compassion for you and care about what you’re going 
through. Especially how…
It seems like you might need some _____ (acceptance, com-
passion, peace, etc.) right now.
I’ve needed _____ in my life too. The person who’s given me ____ 
is Jesus. Here’s what He did…

LOVE Others in Community

Now reflect on your gratitude again and ask the Lord to 
empower you to show love to this same friend, family mem-
ber, or neighbor in a specific, relevant way.

God, show me how to express love to _____ (name a specific 
person) in a way that meets this same need for _____ (acceptance, 
compassion, peace, etc.)
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I pray for an increase in care for 
the homeless and the hungry in 
our communities. Jesus, let my 
vertical faith in You meet the 
horizontal needs of the most 

vulnerable people around me.

Jesus, reset my prayer life.

We must stand committed to a radical gospel message that mar-
ries sanctification with service. We can be certain that this is 
Christ’s agenda since needs of people are His top priority. Listen 
to the Savior’s very first declaration of His calling: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be 
released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set 
free” (Luke 4:18). When we increase care for the homeless and 
hungry, we reset our priorities in line with Jesus. When we help the 
poor and oppressed, God blesses us and those we help.


