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FOREWORD

I
s America in the early stages of a spiritual revival, which will 
overshadow anything, we have ever seen before in our nation’s 
history?

Tom Phillips makes a convincing case that this could be true, 
as he examines some of the significant new ways God is at work 
touching lives today. Only history will be able to tell us if his the-
sis is accurate, for we are too near to these events to judge—but 
no one can read this book and not be touched by the way God 
is working today in the lives of countless men and women who 
formerly gave little thought to Christ.

For many years, Tom Phillips has been a valued member of 
our team, and I know of few individuals who have a deeper com-
mitment to evangelism and a broader understanding of what is 
happening spiritually across our land. His book is a vivid and 
compelling testimony to the truth that the gospel in all of its full-
ness is still (in Paul’s words) “the power of God for the salvation 
of everyone who believes.” As he recounts, Tom has experienced 
that truth in his own life, and I believe every reader of his book 
will experience it too as they open their hearts to the molding 
and life-changing power of Jesus Christ.

—Billy Graham 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

(written for Revival Signs, upon which Jesus Now! is based) 
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PREFACE

Look among the nations, and see; 
wonder and be astounded. 

For I am doing a work in your days 
that you would not believe if told. 

—Habakkuk 1:5, ESV

N
ot long ago, I went to a local garden center with my wife, 
Ouida. I needed some help. I couldn’t get anything to grow. 
When I told this to one of the garden center staff, he said, 

“You need peppermint!”
“Peppermint?” 
“Once it gets going,” he said, “there’s no stopping it. Besides, 

it’s beautiful.”
“Don’t do it,” Ouida whispered to me. What did she know 

that I didn’t?
I debated carefully a few seconds and then said, “Sold” to 

the garden guy. As we walked back to the car with a handful of 
peppermint plants, Ouida said to me, “You’re going to have to 
control it.”

“Yes, dear.”
Once back home, I got down on my knees in the dirt. The 

sweet scent of peppermint was unbelievable. The directions 
said: “Plant in moist soil. Full sun preferred. Don’t overwater.” 
I dug some small holes and nestled each peppermint plant in 
the ground. Then I gave each of them some water, stood up, and 
wiped the dirt from my knees. 
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Every day, I came outside and looked at my tiny plants. Soon, 
they weren’t so little. Maybe my wife was right after all. Once 
it takes root, nothing can stop peppermint from growing and 
spreading. 

Could the aroma of peppermint be a living metaphor for 
the undeniably sweet scent of a gracious Father, redeeming Son, 
and the fresh empowering Holy Spirit now spreading through-
out our land? What if I told you there is a fresh, sweet Spirit of 
God now growing and spreading throughout churches, neigh-
borhoods, businesses, and schools in our country? What if our 
prayer for Jesus to revive hearts and renew our land is happening 
now? This resource is to encourage you and me to join Jesus in 
what He is already doing. Read just a few examples of what Jesus 
is doing now:

• A courageous teacher taught her public school, eighth-
grade class by introducing them to revered ancient 
wisdom literature— known as the book of Proverbs 

• A former top executive for Apple leveraged his pas-
sion for technology into a portal for online evangelism 
involving 9,000 missionaries in 129 countries, reach-
ing 400 million people daily 

• A college student-turned-preacher from North Dakota 
is at the forefront of an emerging movement among 
hundreds of thousands of millennials engaging, loving, 
and serving Jesus through a simple, startling six-word 
prayer 

• A prayer and worship group of older men became 
young at heart through an influx of teens with a deep-
ening desire to learn intercessory prayer

• A pastor who sought the Lord to reign over his com-
munity and who, in the aftermath of a devastating 

tornado, was invited, out of the blue, by state and county 
officials to direct the local disaster relief effort—which 
propelled local churches to new unity in serving the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of their hurt-
ing neighbors in the name of Jesus

• A wife and mother in South Carolina who found her-
self face-to-face with the governor of her state invited 
her state’s highest official to pray together—right then 
and there

• An East Coast businessman’s life was turned upside-
down as he turned from self-determination and began 
to lay every care, concern, desire, and need on the altar 
and into the hands of Jesus Christ

• A woman whose persevering faith and commitment 
to prayer has been a catalyst for growing numbers of 
Christian believers and seekers alike in Hollywood to 
turn to Jesus

As you read these stories, recall the words of the prophet Eze-
kiel: “I will accept you as fragrant incense when I bring you out 
from the nations and gather you from the countries where you 
have been scattered, and I will be proved holy through you in the 
sight of the nations” (Ezekiel 20:41, NIV).

In Jesus and through the promised Holy Spirit, a new day of 
spiritual awakening, fresh as the scent of peppermint, is upon 
us. “For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who 
are being saved and among those who are perishing. To the one 
we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other 
the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these 
things? For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but 
as of sincerity, but as from God, we speak in the sight of God in 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 2:15–17).
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The word has already begun to spread: the sweet scent of 
revival is in the air. Because of Jesus, our churches, our nation, 
our lives may never be the same again. Stay with me on this jour-
ney, and you’ll catch the passion and possibilities of Jesus now!

INTRODUCTION

Revival—One Life  
at a Time

G
od is intent on bringing His people to Himself. Why should 
this profound truth matter? It should matter because we are 
living in an extraordinary moment when God is awakening 

the church through the reconciling love of the Son, Jesus, and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Only a few times in history has our nation experienced such 
a “Jesus-Now Awakening.” 

What if the Lord was already awakening you, your family, 
your church, your city? Are you open to the chance that God’s 
Spirit, without warning, could sweep through your own life? I 
dearly hope so. That’s why I wrote this book, to encourage and 
nurture such a hope.

It’s a hope I’ve cherished for a long time. The seed of it was 
planted when I was a small child, on a country drive near Corinth, 
Mississippi, where I grew up. I can still see the tiny shacks from 
the car window and hear myself asking my mother, “Why do the 
black people live there, Mom?”

“That’s just the way it is, Son.” I wept.
Since that country ride with my mother, my increasing under-

standing of God’s gloriously planned variety of color in people 
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and His wish for our unequivocal acceptance of each other has 
grown. I sensed then, as I now am certain, that if spiritual awak-
ening is real, then the refreshing winds of the Spirit will touch 
not just the people in the church pews but also the most remote, 
insensitive hearts and the many shades of prejudice and hate that 
segregate us from each other and from God.

Fast-forward twenty years to a small church near the town 
of Water Valley, Mississippi. Whenever I would come home 
from college on a short break or for the summer, I would drop 
off Ouida at our house and then visit “my parish.” I visited each 
home with the white people and black people, everyone. God had 
put them there. They were His people, and I loved them in the 
name of Jesus. 

That was when the church deacons pulled me aside and said, 
“Tom, we need to talk to you about your visitation.” 

“Why?” 
“You’re visiting black people.” 
“Sure,” I said. “They’re no different from any of us. They live 

here. They’re people. God created them. They’re part His family.” 
The deacons just looked at me until one of them said, “Well, 

this is a white church, and you can’t do this.”
That next Sunday I preached about love, the love of Jesus that 

embraces all people, all of God’s children—“God is love” (1 John 
4:8). I made it clear that anyone coming into the sanctuary would 
not be stopped, but be welcomed. After the service, I was stand-
ing at the front door greeting the people as they left. One deacon, 
a white gentleman, said to me, “I know what point you were try-
ing to make, but I still love you anyway.”

Yet, something else happened. I noticed that younger people 
seemed to appreciate the sermon. In fact, the younger the person 
the more he or she said, “The things you said about Jesus loving 
all people, regardless of race, are real. It’s what God says.”

That day, I began to see the differing perspectives of the 
older and younger generations. The former tended to have 
remote, insensitive, fearful hearts. Young people, on the other 
hand, were more open to following the Holy Spirit and the Word 
of God. 

How willing are you? How willing am I to do the same? My 
hunger for personal revival and spiritual awakening across our 
land is as strong as my desire to be used in the reconciliation 
between blacks and whites, all peoples. I wrote it down on a yel-
low pad list, “The Fourteen Things I Hope to Accomplish Before 
I Die.” I have seen African-American and Asian pastors from 
Philadelphia confess to each other their racism and then break 
down weeping. I’ve seen pride broken, sins confessed, and lives 
restored in the most calloused hearts and in the most unlikely 
parts of the country. I believe these and other acts of reconcilia-
tion and healing are God’s notes on His yellow pad—to give us a 
peek at the present, unfolding revival.

WHERE’S JESUS NOW?

Is a fresh revival ready to sweep across this nation? Is it already 
happening? Could God really be about to ignite a holy fire that 
could kindle the hearts of millions with a holy passion for Him-
self and His kingdom? While I believe the answer is yes, I know 
one thing for sure: God sees beyond our crippling human condi-
tion to the new life in Christ He desires for every person. 

I remember when the wife of a pro-basketball player told her 
story on the final day of a Billy Graham Crusade in San Diego. 
She was divorced and hurting. She turned to drugs and became 
one of Satan’s prized examples of how people build their own 
prison with chemicals—until Christ set her free. She described 
how others could also find the freedom she now enjoyed. 
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After the San Diego crusade, I received a one-page letter with 
these three lines:

Me full of heroin. 
Pockets full of heroin.
And I went forward to receive Jesus.
The letter was signed by Raul Gonzales, who was in the audi-

ence that day. He had been a drug addict living on a diet of pills 
and powder until his self-punishment became too great. After he 
met Christ, he returned to the people who had managed to sur-
vive his real-life nightmare. Raul became a part of the Jesus-Now 
Awakening, and for over twenty years, he and his group (Teen 
Challenge, in Hartford, Connecticut) have led pimps and pushers 
to a Carpenter from Nazareth who has helped them rebuild their 
lives. “We are seeing revival in our cities,” says Raul. “It is happen-
ing with people who have nothing but Christ.”1

Should I have been surprised that one as humble as Raul is 
actually a crack of light, part of a new spiritual awakening? 

Should I have been surprised that God works through the 
weak, the poor, and the unlikely?

People ask me, “What does revival look like? Will we know it 
when we see it? What if revival were happening right now?” 

What if you and I could be a part of this Jesus-Now Awaken-
ing? I wonder what God could do if we all found our place in this 
new spiritual awakening?

Recently, a man came to my office at the Billy Graham 
Library. People I greatly trust had told me, “You’ve got to meet 
this guy.” Bruce Snell played briefly in the NFL before going into 
business. Out of his growing thirst for Jesus, he was leading a 
series of prayer meetings. After a friendly greeting, Bruce looked 
at me and said, “Everywhere I go, to churches and prayer gath-
erings throughout South Carolina and North Carolina, I keep 
running into personal revival.” 

The power of God soon filled the room. A gentleman, named 
Wayne, and I waited, attentive to the Spirit. We were ready to 
go to prayer when Bruce said, “The Lord is telling me to anoint 
you Tom, and you, Wayne. Do either of you have oil I can use to 
anoint you both?”

“I do,” Wayne said. “I got it just two weeks ago.” 
Our prayers lasted two hours. We were on our knees, lifting 

up the Lord, praising the Lord, seeking the Lord for His church, 
His children, His world. We prayed for the Holy Spirit to wash 
over us. The Lord’s presence was undeniable. 

Our prayer time ended, and we stood up to leave. I stayed in 
my office, while Bruce and Wayne turned to go out to the parking 
lot. Not long after, Bruce called to thank me for our visit. I’m glad 
I was sitting down.

“Tom, this may sound crazy to you, but as Wayne and I were 
walking out of the building, it looked like Wayne was walking 
above the ground.” Bruce wasn’t finished talking. “Wayne just 
called. He said he was so overwhelmed in the Spirit. I said noth-
ing to him about how I saw him walking as if floating. Wayne said, 
‘Bruce, as we left Tom’s office, I felt like I was walking on air.’” 

Continuing, Bruce said: “Recently, I was working in the yard 
and wanting to put in some new plants. My wife, Karen, said to me, 
‘Whatever you do, don’t plant peppermint. It will take over the gar-
den.’ I said, ‘Fine, I’ll plant it in the large pot.’ A few days later, I was 
talking to a friend who said he and his wife had a similar conver-
sation about the uncontainable, untamed nature of peppermint.”

What if God is already spreading the gladness of His unmis-
takable, refreshing Holy Spirit throughout our land? I believe that’s 
exactly what He’s doing. Throughout the US, patches of pepper-
mint are growing in cultures where the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob is scorned. In countries bereft and barren of the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, where darkening confusion, bitterness, and strife are 
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growing—countries like the United States of America!—a new rip-
ening season, a new life-giving harvest, rooted in Jesus is upon us.

I wasn’t quite as eager to receive Bruce’s next words. 
“Tom, the Lord told me that His followers, His body, the 

church, are ripe for deception.”
“What do you mean?” I asked.
“Tom, it’s as if Jesus said to me: ‘My people want the things 

of the Lord. They want the things I have to give, but do you want 
me? Do you believe that I AM? 

You want peace. I am peace. 
You want hope. I am hope,
You want forgiveness. I am forgiveness. 
You want reconciliation. I am reconciliation
You want healing. I am healing. 
You want new life. I am new life. 
You want love. I am love.
Don’t let your pursuit of ministry replace the relationship, the 

salvation, the hope and the new life in me.’”
Can you hear, can you see, can you savor the unconditional, 

uncontainable love of Jesus in these words? You are not alone. 
You are like Bruce Snell and others in big cities, small towns, and 
remote parts across our land, a people of gladness—the glad-
ness of the Lord. Who are some of these people? What can they 
reveal to us and teach us about the Jesus-Now Awakening that is 
spreading but yet a sprout; that is fully present and yet budding 
with potential; that is now and not yet?

There are no words to describe the fresh scent of peppermint.
Breathe in the amazing stories that follow and see what might 

happen as the fresh gladness of God breathes in you, and then ask 
yourself: “How do I fit into this Jesus-Now Awakening?”

God’s spiritual awakening has now begun to dawn. The peo-
ple you will meet in this book are living proof. These people and 

many others are coming face-to-face with their undeniable need 
for a personal relationship with God, who can only be found 
through Jesus Christ. In people such as these, I see a God who 
can heal our land in a way that could touch every corner of eco-
nomic, social, and spiritual need.

This God, who has been at work throughout history to bring 
people to Himself, is once more making history in our time. 
From national youth gatherings that attract hundreds to prayer 
meetings in public high schools to small inner-city churches, the 
God of the Bible is doing something you and I never could have 
imagined—until now. So let’s join Him!

THE JESUS-NOW AWAKENING

Join the Jesus-Now Awakening as you live out a Spirit-empowered 
faith. Jesus Now is designed to engage followers of Jesus as they 
impart both the gospel and their life while living out a relevant, 
daily faith (1 Thessalonians 2:7–8). Just as the word became flesh 
and “moved into the neighborhood,” through the prompting and 
power of His Spirit, we can live out a Jesus-Now Awakening in 
our world (John 1:14, MSG).

Jesus Now is unique. It is unlike any of the resources you’ve 
likely read before because the exercises in each chapter were 
written with the specific goal of engaging you in the Jesus-Now 
Awakening. These exercises are created to move beyond seeking 
to simply know or study God’s truth and move toward actually 
experiencing it. Why is this important? It’s only an experiential, 
Spirit-empowered faith that can live out a Jesus-Now Awakening. 

You’ll be able to identify the experiential exercises in Jesus 
Now in the shaded boxes of the text. They can be used in a variety 
of settings such as: personal devotions, mentoring relationships, 
and small groups. 

shaded 
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Imagine this: You’ve just begun a journey in the Je-
sus-Now resource. It’s as if you’re going for a walk. As you read 
through Jesus-Now, we invite you to walk:

• In the light of God’s Son—John 8:12 
• In the light of God’s word—Psalm 119:105
• In the light of God’s people—Matthew 5:14

The shaded boxes and exercises in them are designed around 
these three sources of God’s light. They’ll encourage your awak-
ening journey as a Spirit-empowered disciple of Jesus. We’re 
delighted that you’ve decided to take this walk with us. God’s 
word reminds us that it’s vitally important to walk in the light.

“. . . Walk while you have the light” (John 12:35). 
The Great Commandment Network has developed the expe-

riential exercises, the Spirit-empowered discipleship framework, 
and the Spirit-empowered outcomes that are included in the 
appendix of this resource (see pages xx). The Great Command-
ment’s deepest desire is to serve our friend, Dr. Tom Phillips and 
the Jesus-Now Awakening through our contributions.

The Great Commandment Network is an international collab-
orative network of strategic, kingdom leaders from the faith 
community, marketplace, education, and caregiving fields who 
prioritize the powerful simplicity of the words of Jesus to love 
God, love others, and see others become His followers (Matthew 
22:37–40, Matthew 28:19–20). 

ONE

Ordinary People  
Living Quiet, Anonymous 

Lives, Until ...

A
t a middle school in North Carolina, eighth-grade teacher 
Carolyn James1 was growing restless. She loved her students, 
yet, after two years on the job, her prayers started to overflow 

with questions. “Why, Lord,” she prayed, “is there no Christian 
ministry on campus? Why don’t I see anyone on campus doing 
something for the Lord?”

One day, she heard the Lord answer back: “Why not you, 
Carolyn?” 

A short time later, Carolyn began meeting with a friend, and 
the idea of starting a service-learning club, dedicated to serving 
others, began to gel. A few days later, the unexpected took place 
when Sue, another friend of Carolyn’s, came to her school, and 
before the first bell rang, began praying over Carolyn’s classroom. 
As Sue prayed, the image of a vineyard emerged.

“At that moment, I didn’t yet realize what a vineyard had to 
do with my students, but it was clear that there was fruit to be 
harvested in my classroom. The fruit had to do with growing the 
intelligence and wisdom of my students, some of whom knew the 

(see pages xx).

shaded 
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Lord and others had no idea there existed a God who loved them 
unconditionally, both now and eternally, in Jesus Christ.” 

Carolyn knew the vine of intelligence and wisdom that could 
take root and spread in the minds and hearts of her students was 
within arm’s reach. She took her Bible, opened it to Proverbs, and 
said a prayer. Two hours later, she had thirty freshly photocopied 
editions of “Historic Wisdom.” Each contained all thirty-one 
chapters of Proverbs without the title. 

On the first day of class, she gave each student a copy and then 
said to him or her, “I want you to grow academically through this 
school year. I want you to grow in intelligence and wisdom, and 
to that end, I’ve collected some timeless, historic quotes. Every 
morning before we start class, you’ll have ten to fifteen minutes 
to warm up your brain. You can choose any page, start reading 
any chapter.”

The students more than went along with the assignment. 
They took their teacher’s invitation to heart. One morning, Car-
olyn asked if anyone wanted to share a sentence or two. A boy 
named Curt raised his hand: “The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom.”

Carolyn asked, “What did that mean to you?” 
Curt replied, “It just really spoke to me.” 
One day Carolyn took a photo of her class. She pondered 

the tiny image on her smart phone, and then it hit her: “I have 
thirty kids who are seriously reflecting on the Scriptures fifteen 
minutes a day, Monday through Friday.” But there was more wis-
dom, more opportunity to be had. Brenda told her story to fifteen 
ninth-grade girls she was mentoring at church. Then she chal-
lenged them: “If my students in a public school classroom can 
read five chapters of Proverbs every week, you can easily do as 
much.” 

Carolyn’s “history experiment” began to spread throughout 

the school. A curious administrator came to her classroom one 
morning. “He told me that we don’t allow religious reading in 
a public school.” His visits became more frequent. Yet, never 
did he tell Carolyn to put away “Historic Wisdom.” Instead, the 
vineyard she had “planted” kept growing, yet with no apparent 
harvest.

The Lord’s perfect, unpredictable timing took hold. At the 
beginning of the fourth academic year since her classes had been 
reading “Historic Wisdom,” Carolyn had serious questions. “All 
along, I wanted to see the fruit of my vineyard. Then, in my daily 
reading, I came across the words of Leviticus: ‘When you come 
into the land and plant any kind of tree for food, regard its fruit 
as forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it 
must not be eaten. In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an 
offering of praise to the Lord. But in the fifth year you may eat of 
its fruits. In this way your harvest will be increased I am the Lord 
your God’ (Leviticus19:23-25, NIV).

“I had been trying to figure out how to reap a harvest on my 
own. I stopped and said, ‘Lord, where is your harvest?’”

That fall, Carolyn befriended Jill, a new eighth-grade teacher, 
and invited her to church. A short time later, through the course 
of their conversation, Carolyn’s prayers, and God’s faithfulness, 
Jill gave her life to Jesus Christ.

“The Lord said to me, ‘If you can win your co-workers to me, 
you can certainly influence your students,’” Carolyn commented.

Carolyn’s story is but a peek at how God is stirring across our 
land. 

If it had been just an isolated incident or two, I may have 
discarded the events of the past ten years in a file marked “coin-
cidence.” However, as more and more stories like Carolyn’s have 
surfaced, the remarkable movement of God is now impossible to 
ignore.
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Walking 
in the Light 

of God’s 
Word

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
(Psalm 119:105, ESV)

Pause to consider how you, too, could awaken others to the transforming 
power of God’s word. Try this: Begin a spiritual conversation about your 
renewed gratitude for God’s word. Your conversations might sound like:

• I have a new appreciation for how God’s Word can “work” 
in our lives. I’ve recently seen how the Bible can ...

• I’ve never really understood how the Bible can make a differ-
ence in things today, but I can now see ... 

• I am so glad that God gave us the Bible. It’s been like a 
blueprint--a set of plans or instructions for how to do life. I’m 
grateful for those plans because they’ve helped me.

Pray with a partner or small group, asking God to bring to mind 
specific Bible verses that you have lived out. Next, ask the Holy Spirit to 
empower you to share His word with others. 

W-4 Humbly and vulnerably sharing  
of the Spirit’s transforming work through the word

At a small downtown community church in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, thirty-five men gathered for a special Saturday morning 
meeting. They had learned that Bill, a man in their congregation, 
whose marriage was now crumbling, had been seeing another 
woman. Opinion in the room ranged from judgment to confu-
sion. As the pastor prepared to start the discussion, the agenda 

hit a snag. Bill stood up. His voice began to break, and he began 
to weep.

“I have done everything I can to restore my marriage, but it
hasn’t worked. I hope none of you ever have to go through what 
I’ve experienced in the past couple of years.”

Before the morning was over, twenty other men spoke up
and confessed their own struggles. Weeks later, these same men
started a monthly gathering to pray for the church and each other. 
It was the first time such a thing had taken place in the church’s
short, eighteen-year history.

In Portland, Oregon, the pastor of a large church attended an
inaugural prayer summit with forty-five other pastors from the 
Portland area. As he sat in the evening communion service, he 
was privately skeptical about what could really happen between a
group of pastors from different denominations. As a Pentecostal,
he was aware of the lingering animosity between his denomina-
tion and some of the area’s Conservative Baptists.

After communion, a fellow pastor whom he did not know 
came to the communion table and addressed the group. “I want 
to confess, tonight, that I stand here as a part of the Conserva-
tive Baptists in Portland, and I ask forgiveness of my Pentecostal
brothers who are here. I feel we’ve done more than any other
group in the city to quench the Spirit of God. If there is a Pente-
costal brother willing to stand here at the communion table with
me, I’d count it a privilege.”

Moments later, the Baptist pastor was joined at the communion
table by a Foursquare pastor, his Pentecostal contemporary. This
man whom he had never met said with humility and grace, “Not 
only do I accept that apology, I want to offer an apology on behalf 
of the Pentecostal church for the arrogance and pride that somehow 
projects an attitude of superiority.” Through the event, the two men
became close friends and agreed to pray together every morning.2
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Pause to consider your own reflections on confession and for-
giveness.

Walking 
in the Light 

of God’s 
Son

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins  
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9, ESV) 

Have mercy upon me, O God. According to Your lovingkindness,  
according to the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions.  

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  
(Psalm 51:1–2)

Be still before the Lord and offer the same type of prayers that David 
prayed as he repented of his sin.

• Search me, O Lord, for sins that hinder me from hearing you. 
Free me from all moral filth, evil, malice, deceit, hypocrisy, 
envy, and slander. Free me to have a cleansed heart and 
mind. Speak now, Lord, for I am listening.

• Search me, O Lord, for unresolved emotions that keep me 
from hearing you. Free me from any guilt or condemnation, 
any anger or bitterness, any fear or anxiety. Free me to live 
each moment in the present with you.

• Search me, O Lord, for childish things that distract me from 
hearing you. Free me from rationalizing my behavior and 
blaming others. Free me to practice personal responsibility 
before you and others.

• Search me, O Lord, for areas of self-focus that prevent me 
from hearing you. Free me from my thoughts, my ways, my 
ideas, and my goals. May I instead embrace your thoughts, 
your ways, your ideas, and your goals. Speak now, Lord, for 
I am listening. 

Wait before the Lord. Listen as He reveals what needs to be put away 
from your life.

Lord, I sense the need to put away _______________________ 
from my life. I ask your forgiveness for holding onto this. Remove 
it from my life so that I can draw closer to you.

0L-5 Living with a passionate longing for purity  
and to please Him in all things

An unprecedented online partnership of 9,000 missionaries
and 256 websites in 129 countries, Global Media Outreach possi-
bly reaches 400 million people monthly with the gospel message. 
This far-reaching initiative is the brainchild of former Apple
executive, Walt Wilson, who recalls the response of a woman half 
a world away. Her words after receiving the biblical account of 
Christ on her mobile phone were: “You are my only Christian
contact. I have just prayed the prayer to receive Jesus on your 
website.”

It’s amazing what God is doing through millions of cell
phones that can now transmit the gospel. Through the ministry 
of Global Media Outreach in 2014 alone, the good news of Jesus
Christ reached 65 million Hindus and 110 million Muslims.

Clearly, digital interactive media has accelerated gospel 
outreach like never before, heightening the prospects of revival
in our time. While the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
(BGEA) continues to preach the gospel around the world,
its Internet evangelism ministry has resulted in more than 
eight million decisions for Christ in approximately five years.

0L
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Additionally, since the BEGA launched Search for Jesus, a global 
multimedia Internet-infused ministry, some twenty-five million 
people have been exposed to the gospel. As the Internet Evange-
lism Director John Cass said, “Jesus’ words to us were ‘Go into 
all nations.’ This technology has given us the option to go to all 
nations.”

Dale Schlafer, and his wife, Liz, had lived in Denver for thirty- 
two years when he got the call. Schlafer, president of the Center 
for World Revival and Awakening, says, “The Lord made it very 
clear that we were to move to Florida because He was getting 
ready to do something out of the ordinary. When we arrived, we 
ran into people from Honduras, Guatemala, Russia, South Africa, 
Peru, Los Angeles, Phoenix, Chicago, Cincinnati, and New York 
City. All of them had been directed by God to move to the South-
east around the same time we did. 

“In Florida, we found many people who had been praying for 
years and had visions and all kinds of things believing that this 
region was to become like a ‘city of refuge.’ Our new ministry is 
now bringing the church together, crossing denominational and 
racial divides for the work of revival, awakening, and transfor-
mation in this region. Through this work, the Lord is using us to 
create a template for ministry and outreach that is reproducible 
in the other six continents of the world.”

In Charlotte, North Carolina, the Transformation Church is 
demonstrating what it means to be multi-ethnic, multi-gener-
ational, mission-shaped community that loves God completely 
(upward), loves itself correctly (inward), and loves their neigh-
bors compassionately (outward). 

“Revival is taking place with the gospel of grace,” says Lead 
Pastor Derwin Gray. “People can experience the life of Christ in 
the community of Christ, and they’re seeing that they can lean all 
of their life on Jesus. He is their peace and their righteousness.” 

Walking  
in the Light 

of God’s 
People

…and the sheep hear his voice. (John 10:3)

Mediate quietly on Jesus as the Great Shepherd. Imagine a gentle shep-
herd who speaks truth in your heart and then ask Him: Lord Jesus, what 
truth from your word do you want me to experience more often? Speak, 
Lord; I am listening.

Review the six Scriptures referenced below and then listen for the 
Spirit’s leadership.

Which one of these might you need to experience more often in your 
life and relationships?

• Do you need to give more gentle responses, because a soft 
and gentle answer turns away anger (Proverbs 15:1)?

• Do you need to show more acceptance to others, just like 
Christ has accepted you (Romans 15:7)?

• Do you need to confess your sins to another person because 
a relationship needs healing (James 5:16)?

• Do you need to forgive another person, just as God forgave 
you (Ephesians 4:32)?

• Do you need to speak more truth in relationships or do so in 
a loving way (Ephesians 4:15)?

• Do you need to refrain from speaking unwholesome words 
and instead only share words that edify or buildup (Ephe-
sians 4:29)?

I sense it would be important for me to more often experience (which 
Scripture) because __________________________________

Take time to reflect on this one verse. Pray together with a partner or 
small group. Ask Jesus to make this verse truer in your life.
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Lord Jesus, lead me beyond merely knowing the truth. Please lead 
me into a genuine experience of truth. I sense that your Spirit 
might want this verse to be particularly true of me in my relation-
ship with _________.

Faithfully experiencing the word makes us effective, living epistles as 
others take note that we have “been with Jesus!” It’s this foundation of 
experienced truth that empowers our effective witness for Jesus.

In the course of your daily activities, listen for people who are cele-
brating--even the simple things. Then plan to experience Romans 12:15 
with them: “Rejoice with those who rejoice.”

As you listen carefully to the person’s reason for celebration, be ready 
to rejoice.

A clerk in the grocery store might respond: “I attended our grandson’s 
baseball tournament this weekend. It was hot but really fun!” 

Your celebration response might be: “Wow! You must be so proud of 
him. What a terrific memory for you and your family! Be open to further 
conversation as appropriate. 

M-1 Imparting the gospel and one’s very life in daily activities  
and relationships, vocation and community

A major spiritual awakening that transcends age, race, geog-
raphy, denomination, income and class is now upon us. Much
like peppermint, it is spreading, and for now, it shows no signs
of stopping. 

As Byron Paulus, director of Life Action Ministries, says,
“Much like the Wall Street collapse of 1857 that sparked the Third
Great Awakening, God is getting the attention of His people in a 
fresh, distinct, and very important way.

“People are listening intently for answers. They’re looking 
and searching for the truth more than they have in years. And 

God’s people aren’t just responding on a surface-level response. 
They’re really going deep in their heart in response to the truth
and to what God could do and is doing right now.”

The stories, above, are not previews of a coming attraction. 
They are real-life glimpses of real-time revival happening now,
part of a Jesus-Now Awakening.

God’s greatest desire, as the supreme evangelist, is for people 
everywhere to know Him personally in and through Jesus. Yet
today, the disparity between His perfect will and His imperfect 
people has set the stage for God to fulfill His good and perfect will.

God has chosen to reach the rest of the world through His
people, the church. Yet, for too long, the church has been corrod-
ing and weakening. You know it, and I know it. Denominational
splits, unfaithful leaders, greed, sloth, single-mindedness, indif-ff
ference, and pride are evidence. 

No wonder our spiritual pipes have become clogged. We have
been content to go on living—aware that things are not quite
right—yet too lazy to do much about it.

I admit that I have participated in a church that has become 
corroded and impure, a church that God loves and wants to 
renew in what Richard Owen Roberts has so succinctly and accu-
rately defined as “an extraordinary movement of the Holy Spirit 
producing extraordinary results.”3

For God to flow through us and bring resurrection life to 
His church, He needs to clean out the rust. “But in a great house 
there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and 
clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. Therefore if any-
one cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good 
work” (2 Timothy 2:20-21).

This purging and cleansing must occur if the Holy Spirit is
to flood our nation, our churches, and our very lives. And so it 


