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I. INTRODUCTION: 
It was Passion Week. After almost a year, the opposition of the Jewish 
religious leaders to Jesus was about to come to a climax. Throughout 
the week, Jesus spent time at the temple during the day and returned 
to Bethany at night. Perhaps He stayed in the home of His beloved 
friends Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. What a contrast He must have 
experienced—ever-increasing hostility in the daylight hours and caring 
companionship at night.

During His trips into Jerusalem, Jesus had several heated debates with 
the religious authorities. First, the chief priests, scribes, and elders came 
asking, “By what authority are you doing these things?” (Mark 11:28). Then 
the Pharisees and the Herodians questioned, “Is it right to pay taxes 
to Caesar or not?” (12:14). Finally, the Sadducees, who did not believe 
there was a resurrection, invented a scenario of seven brothers who 
married the same woman in turn. They then asked, “At the resurrection 
whose wife will she be?” (12:23). Each time, Jesus sent his challengers 
away amazed, astonished, and confounded.

One day, a lone scribe stepped into this “stump the teacher” 
atmosphere. Scribes taught the law and were experts in it. This 
particular scribe had heard the debates and had seen how well Jesus 
had answered the religious leaders. During a lull in the action, he posed 
a question to Jesus—“Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important?” (Mark 12:28).

What was his motivation for asking? Was he, like the others, simply 
trying to trap the Teacher in His words? Did he just love theological 
debate? Or did he sincerely want to know the answer? 

“Though you have not seen 
Him, you love Him; and even 
though you do not see Him 
now, you believe in Him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy”  (1 Peter 1:8).
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Regardless, his question was a good one because there were so many 
laws to consider and obey. Jewish rabbis identified 613 individual 
statutes of the Law and constantly tried to differentiate which were 
most important and which were not as important.

“Jesus answered, ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:29–31).

This sobering imperative has come to be known as the Great 
Commandment, and it parallels and informs Christ’s challenging post-
resurrection directive, the Great Commission—“Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you” (Matthew 28:19–20). These two exhortations provide 
the blueprint for our transformed lives as faithful disciples of Jesus.

II. OUR DESTINY: LIVING OUT THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 
AND THE GREAT COMMISSION

As followers of Christ, like Abraham, we have all embarked on a 
journey without knowing much about our destination. Consider 
for a moment that, together, the Great Commandment and the 
Great Commission might capture God’s ultimate destiny for each 
of us. God has given us 66 books of Scripture. Each is filled with 
helpful instructions and guidance for our lives, but perhaps His 
deepest desire is that we might truly orient our hearts, minds, and 
souls around just these few verses. The fulfillment of the Great 
Commandment and the Great Commission is the objective toward 
which God’s transforming work in our lives is directed.

Along the journey, we must receive nourishment in order to be 
sustained and to grow strong. This nourishment comes as we walk 
in the light of God’s Son, His Word, and His people. As we seek to 
genuinely follow Jesus, the yearning in our hearts to hear Him is 
so deep and passionate that we put away from our lives every sin, 
hindrance, and obstacle that would get in the way. Our spirits long for 
Him to reveal Himself in our times of worship, prayer, meditation, Bible 
study, and fellowship. As light is to our eyes, so is His revelation to our 
spirits. Without it, darkness will overtake us.

In addition, we must yield to that which God reveals even before we fully 
understand it. Christ declared to His disciples that He had “food to eat that 
you know nothing about” (John 4:32). Like Jesus, our food must increasingly 
be “to do the will of Him who sent [us] and to finish His work” (v. 34).

The end result toward which the Spirit’s transforming work is leading us 
is that we might live out “the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ” 
(2 Corinthians 11:3) by embracing a Great Commandment identity of 
love and pursuing a lifestyle of Great Commission passion. Only this 
identity and lifestyle will enable us to fully and completely express the 
glory of God that dwells in us.

The Great Commandment and 
Great Commission provide the 
blueprint for our transformed 
lives as faithful disciples of Jesus.

Like Jesus, our food must 
increasingly be “to do the will of 
Him who sent [us] and to finish His 
work” (John 4:32).



3.com2020/03

One reason why our spiritual transformation process is so important 
to God is that it enables us to live out the Great Commandment and 
the Great Commission. Unless we become like Jesus, we cannot really 
love God or love others as we love ourselves. Furthermore, until we 
experience this genuine, passionate love for God and others, we will 
not be empowered to pursue a lifestyle of Great Commission witness. 
The benefits of being transformed into the image and character of 
Jesus are not just realized when we get to heaven. There are abundant 
blessings to be enjoyed and shared with others during our earthly 
journey as well.

Below are three ways in which the transformation process brings 
blessings here and now:

 n Becoming Christ-like blesses me as it frees me to experience the 
abundant life that He has promised (John 10:10).

 n Becoming Christ-like blesses others as they experience the living 
letter of my life (2 Corinthians 3:3) and receive the love of God 
through me.

 n Becoming Christ-like blesses God, bringing Him pleasure as I 
fulfill the purpose for which I have been created. “For you created 
everything, and it is for your pleasure that they exist and were created” 
(Revelation 4:11 NLT).

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during this time and 
complete this sentence for 
yourself and then share your 
answer with the congregation.

 

Experience Scripture

“He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me” (Psalm 50:23).

Pause to consider that God’s ultimate purpose for your life—transforming 
you into the likeness of Christ so that you can express His glory…

 n Allows you to receive of God’s abundant blessings.

 n Enables you to bless others with His love.

 n Blesses God and brings Him pleasure.

What do these truths do to your heart? Might you be touched to offer a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving to God, confident that such an offering honors and 
glorifies Him?

Share with Him your response to the following:

Jesus, as I consider the wonder that Your transforming purpose in my life actually 
blesses You and others around me, and that Your calling on my life also serves as 
one of the avenues through which You bless and provide for me, my heart is filled 
with _____.

(For example: My heart is filled with praise, awe, wonder, gratitude, love, joy. I 
cannot get over how much You love me, and I hope I never do!)

Pause to pray with your partner or small group, giving God honor through 
your praise and thanksgiving.

L1. Practicing thanksgiving in 
all things

W1. Frequently being led by the 
Spirit into deeper love for the 
One who wrote the Word
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III. IT’S ALL ABOUT LOVING RELATIONSHIPS!

God not only commands us to love Him and others, He also gives us 
the love we need in order to fulfill these commands. “We love because 
he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Such truth reminds us that God’s 
calling on our lives is not primarily related to what we believe or how 
we behave, but to how we love. It is loving relationships with God 
and people which informs biblically-centered belief and empowers 
righteous behavior.

The Great Commandment gives focus to loving relationships with God, 
others, and ourselves:

 n “Love the Lord your God. . .”

 n “Love your neighbor . . .”

 n “As [you love] yourself.”

Our calling to join Christ in Great Commission living also requires that 
we give priority to relationships as we follow the Holy Spirit’s leading to 
make disciples of others, confident that He is always with us.

A. The Dangers of Failing to Pursue Loving Relationships

Missing the priority of loving relationships will lead us astray from 
our sincere and pure devotion to Christ (2 Corinthians 11:3) and 
into darkness such as:

 n The darkness of prideful arrogance leads us to become “puffed 
up” by how much we know or how “correct” our beliefs are 
compared to the beliefs of others.

 n The darkness of judgmentalism entices us to consider how 
outwardly “righteous” we are in comparison to others.

 n The darkness of irrelevance tempts us to focus on our own 
activity, achievements, or accomplishments, mistakenly 
believing that such things bring fulfillment or transformation.

Darkness began to overtake the disciples in their final hours with 
Christ. Several argued about which of them was the greatest (Luke 
22:24). Peter asserted that his commitment to Jesus was superior to 
that of the others (Matthew 26:33). Thomas was preoccupied with 
which way to go, while Philip wanted to know and see more (John 
14:5–8). Imagine the scene—Jesus’ closest friends have missed 
their calling and purpose. Their confusion stems not necessarily 
from improper theology or unrighteous behavior but from a 
failure to properly prioritize their relationships with Jesus and 
with one another. Only by steadily pursuing and improving these 
relationships can we avoid falling into the same darkness.

God not only commands us to 
love Him and others, He also 
gives us the love we need in 
order to fulfill these commands.
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B. Loving the Lord our God

Loving Jesus requires that we know Him.

In order to truly love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength, we must first know Him. Though the disciples had been 
with Jesus day and night for three years, their behavior during 
Christ’s final hours on earth seemed to call into question whether 
they really knew Him (John 14:9).

As faithful followers of Jesus, we must be sure to grasp several key 
aspects of His nature.

 n He is God.

Jesus consistently demonstrated His divinity—not only by His 
miraculous acts but also by His words. For example, during that 
last night with His disciples, Jesus said, “A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another” (John 13:34). The fact that He referred to these words as 
a “command” was revolutionary. Jewish leaders would have issued 
laws, rituals, and rules but never commands. To claim the power 
to issue commands was to claim to be God! The Jewish authorities 
had Jesus put to death primarily because they refused to believe 
what He consistently tried to demonstrate, through word and 
deed—that He was and is God. As true disciples of Christ, we must 
recognize and acknowledge His deity.

 n He is here.

As disciples of Christ, we must be ever-conscious of His 
abiding presence. He is always with us, always available, always 
approachable. “And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age” (Matthew 28:20). “Never will I leave you; never will 
I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). Recognizing Jesus’ nearness 
empowers us to know Him more deeply and love Him more fully.

 n He has all power and authority.

Thirdly, Christ has been given “all power and authority”  
(Matthew 28:18). We can take confidence, courage, and hope 
from the truth that nothing is too difficult for Him (Genesis 18:14). 
He gives wisdom for every decision (Proverbs 2:6, James 1:5). He 
provides a way of escape from every temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
No thought, attitude, or word escapes His notice.

C. The Apostle Paul’s Passion to Know Jesus

Our calling as disciples is first and foremost about knowing God 
intimately, lovingly relating to Him with all of our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength (Mark 12:30). A desire to know the Lord in this 
way gripped the life of the apostle Paul, who declared, “I consider 
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord . . . I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 
and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings” (Philippians 3:8, 10). These 
words provide several insights into the nature and importance of truly 
knowing God.

“A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one 
another” (John 13:34).

“And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:20).

Christ has been given “all 
power and authority”  
(Matthew 28:18).
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 n “I want to know Christ.”

Paul’s desire to intimately know the Lord far exceeded any 
other priority in his life. As faithful disciples, we must pursue 
this same deep knowledge of Christ if we hope to experience 
true transformation. Only after nurturing our spirits through 
communion with Him, will we be adequately prepared to meet 
the challenges of each day and the demands of every relationship.

Practically, this life of intimately knowing Christ involves . . .

 ¬ Listening for His voice during quiet times of reflection  
(Psalm 46:10; Matthew 17:5).

 ¬ Spending time praising His works, as well as worshipping Him 
simply because of who He is.

 ¬ Emulating His dependence on the Father in our own times of 
prayer and meditation.

 ¬ Focusing on the Gospels’ illustrations of His compassion thus 
gaining insight into how He desires to live through us.

 n “I want to know the power of His resurrection.”

Paul goes on to express his desire to experience the new life and 
power that were made available to all believers through Christ’s 
sacrifice and resurrection. The apostle describes this power 
further in Ephesians 1:18–20, where he prays that we would 
all know “his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he 
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead.” Jesus’ death 
and resurrection empowered His followers to come to know Him 
more deeply by several means:

 ¬ Because Christ died and rose, we can live in union with Him, 
drawing on His strength, wisdom, and love: “I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).

 ¬ Because Christ died and rose, we can live for Him, dedicating 
ourselves to the pursuit of His will and the advancement of 
His kingdom: “And he died for all, that those who live should 
no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 
was raised again” (2 Corinthians 5:15).

 ¬ Because Christ died and rose, we can live as His representatives, 
extending His presence into the world by the power of His 
Spirit: “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20).

 ¬ Because Christ died and rose, we can live to glorify Him, 
responding with gratefulness and wonder to the grace 
given to us: “You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20).



7.com2020/03

 n “I want to share in the fellowship of His sufferings.”

Christ was indeed who He claimed to be—the last Adam, the Word 
become flesh. He was fully God, yet fully human. In his humanity, 
He identified with us. He was tempted in all ways, acquainted with 
sorrow, despised, and rejected. He understands us. In exploring 
the depths of His suffering, we find the reassurance that we are not 
alone, and receive the hope to carry on.

 ¬ Christ understands our struggles, trials, and pain: “He 
was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). “For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses” 
(Hebrews 4:15).

 ¬ Christ identifies with our loneliness and distress: “My soul is 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death” (Matthew 26:38).

 ¬ Christ comprehends our pain; we are not judged or 
condemned for it: “The Lord longs to be gracious to you; he 
rises to show you compassion” (Isaiah 30:18).

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during this time and 
complete this sentence for 
yourself and then share your 
answer with the congregation.

 

Engage Fellowship

“If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that 
He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of 
Him” (1 John 5:14–15).

We know that Christ is with us—yet our homes, workplaces, communities, 
choices, words, thoughts, and attitudes often show little evidence of His 
presence. Consider Jesus’ sad words to His disciples: “Have I been so long with 
you, and yet you have not come to know Me?” (John 14:9). He might very well 
ask the same of us. He is desperate for us to see Him as He really is—not 
inspecting, disappointed, or distant but excited to love us. He longs for us to 
know Him as the apostle Paul sought to—intimately, powerfully, lovingly.

Consider your own life. In what areas do you need to experience more of His 
presence? Be still before the Lord, inviting Him to speak.

Complete the following sentence, circling or underlining any answers that 
apply to you:

Lord Jesus, I sense that I need to encounter You, acknowledge You, and depend on 
You more . . .

 n in my relationships with family members and friends.

 n in my workplace or community.

 n in my thoughts and attitudes.

 n in my words.

 n in my emotions.

 n in my choices.

 n in prayer, solitude, and meditation.

 n in worship and Bible study.

L3. Experiencing God as He 
really is through deepened 
intimacy with Him

L10. Practicing the presence of the 
Lord, yielding to the Spirit’s 
work of Christ-likeness
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 n in my witness and lifestyle.

 n Other: ___________________________________.

Share your responses with the Lord. He is already here with you, 
available, approachable. Tell Him of your desire to acknowledge Him, 
listen to Him, and yield to Him.

(For example: Lord Jesus, I sense that I need to depend on You more in my 
financial choices. I tend to make decisions without really praying for Your 
guidance. Perhaps that’s why some of my decisions have turned out to be 
pretty bad.)

Now share your responses with your partner or small group. Then take 
turns praying for one another, claiming the promises of 1 John 5:14–15 
that God hears you, and He will bring about the things for which you 
have prayed together.

IV. “YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES IN JERUSALEM AND IN 
JUDEA AND SAMARIA AND TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.”

A. We are here to be witnesses of His life and love to those 
nearest us (our “Jerusalem”).

God’s ultimate purpose for my life will begin at home with my 
spouse, children, family members, and friends. Because of the 
closeness of these relationships, they provide both ongoing 
challenges which intensify Christ’s sanctifying work and 
opportunities for creating “living legacies” by imparting our faith. 
In this day of increasingly fragmented and unhealthy relationships, 
marriages, families, and single adult friendships, which have Christ 
as their center, will provide the foundation for a convincing witness 
of Christ’s life and love.

Those who are married are called to demonstrate love toward 
their spouses and to commit themselves to consistent enrichment, 
mutual giving, and shared vision within their marriage. Parents 
are entrusted with a calling to pass the faith to their children, 
passionately prioritizing the spiritual development of their dear 
“disciples.” This family-focused approach contributes to the health 
and witness of our broader church involvement. “Being the church” 
in our homes prepares us to serve others well.

B. We are here to be witnesses of His life and love to those of 
the household of faith (our “Judea”).

Caring connections within Christ’s church support His plans for our 
maturity. Through the Holy Spirit’s illumination, each member of the 
body comes to understand his or her gifts and callings more clearly. 
Mutual care and encouragement provide a place of refuge from the 
world’s darkness. As we join together in worship, study of the Word, 
prayer, and communion, we experience the building up of the body.
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As we engage in genuine fellowship, we come to understand God’s 
love more clearly through our love for one another—sometimes 
demonstrated through serving and giving, sometimes through 
exhortation and reproof—and thus find security in our identity as 
His beloved. Through fellowship, we learn the relational skills of 
love (1 Corinthians 13), embody the compassion of Christ’s heart (2 
Corinthians 1:3), and come to share the Lord’s burden for those who 
do not know Him.

C. We are here to be witnesses of His life and love to those we 
encounter in our daily lives (our “Samaria”).

Jesus’ parable of the good Samaritan provides important insights 
regarding our Great Commandment/Great Commission calling. 
In response to the inquiry, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus illustrates 
key principles concerning our witness. In contrast to the irrelevant 
religion of the priest and Levite, Christ’s love will . . .

 n Sensitize our spirits to those around us, so that we may not miss 
opportunities to give an account of the hope that is within us  
(1 Peter 3:15).

 n Touch our hearts with His compassion as we come to see people 
as He sees them—alone, hurting, and sometimes in trouble and 
bondage.

 n Empower us to go “across the road” in order to:

 ¬ minister His acceptance to those who have failed.

 ¬ extend His comfort to those in pain.

 ¬ share His support with those who are struggling.

D. We are here to extend His life and love to the uttermost 
parts of the world, to “go and make disciples of all nations.”

This global call to share Christ’s likeness and love with all people is 
accompanied by His promise that “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).

As we transition from our time in this course of study to our ongoing 
journey of expressing God’s glory as true disciples, let us close with 
one last time of experiencing Christ together.

 

Engage Fellowship

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Jesus invites us to come to Him in our weariness:

 n Maybe you are weary of the world’s ways.

 n Maybe you are weary of seeking life fulfillment in what you have 
acquired, achieved, or accomplished.

L6. Consistent practice of 
self-denial, fasting, and 
solitude rest

P3. Discerning the relational 
needs of others with a heart 
to give of His love
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 n Maybe you are weary of competing demands and ever-changing priorities.

 n Maybe you are weary of seeking to live in your own strength.

 n Maybe you are weary of trying to love by your own power.

Imagine Jesus standing before you right now, gazing intently at you. 
His eyes are full of compassion, and if you listen closely, you will hear Him 
say, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29).

Picture now in your mind Christ standing before you. Maybe He is wearing 
flowing robes and sandals. Perhaps He has a bearded face. Maybe your image 
is of the resurrected Christ, with nail-pierced hands and feet. As you look 
closer, you notice that He is standing in a yoke. One side of the yoke is around 
His neck, while the other is empty. He extends His invitation for you to join 
Him, to learn from Him. Hear again the words, “Take my yoke upon you.” It is 
your invitation to join Him, to partner with the One who is love in extending 
His love to others. 

Listen as you hear Christ speak to you:

 n “I consistently love those around you, but I often do so alone—would you 
come join Me?”

 n (To husbands) “I support and comfort your wife, but I often do it 
without you— would you come join Me?”

 n (To wives) “I encourage and affirm your husband, but I often do it 
without you— would you come join Me?”

 n (To parents) “I am attentive to your children’s hearts and sensitive 
to their innermost needs, but I am often caring for them alone—
would you come join Me?”

 n “I am taking initiative to lovingly sacrifice on behalf of those that 
you encounter in your daily life, but I often do so without you—
would you come join Me?”

Now meditate on your yielded response to the Spirit’s revelation of 
Jesus’ invitation.

In your own mind and heart, picture yourself rising to join Christ in the 
yoke. Imagine yourself standing alongside this One who is Love.

Pray now with your partner or small group, sharing with Christ your 
response to this blessed privilege and wondrous calling.

Lord Jesus, as I meditate on the wonder that I have been called to join You 
in this divine purpose, and that I can learn from You how to better love 
those around me, my heart is filled with _____.

I particularly sense Your call on my life to join You in loving these specific 
people: _____.

Continue to change and conform me, so that Your love and presence might 
be even more clearly expressed through me.

I claim Your promise that, “Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will 
bring it to pass” (1 Thessalonians 5:24).

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during this time and 
pray silently, then share with 
the congregation what you 
sense God is calling you to join 
Him in.


