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I. INTRODUCTION: THE MYSTERY OF REAL FELLOWSHIP
To unravel the mystery of genuine fellowship (koinonia), let’s begin 
with a familiar passage: “And my God will meet all your needs according 
to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 

At different times, Jesus declared to the disciples both, “I am the light 
of the world” (John 8:12) and, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 
5:14). Undoubtedly the disciples found this paradox confusing. Maybe 
at some point, in an attempt to clarify the matter, they asked Him, 
“Master, are You the light of the world, or are we the light of the world?” 
Perhaps Jesus responded, “Yes!”

Encountering God’s light in one another is a significant aspect of 
the process of spiritual formation. As we encounter God in and 
through other believers, we are transformed. This is why genuine 
fellowship is not optional; it is a necessary requirement for the spiritual 
transformation of every believer!

It is noteworthy that Paul’s expression, “my God” is rare in the New 
Testament. By using “my God,” Paul is essentially bragging on God. Paul 
seems to be excited to declare that his God is a God who meets needs, 
and sometimes He meets those needs through others. The same Jesus 
who longs to meet us in worship, prayer, meditation, and solitude 
also wants to bless, encourage, and change us as we encounter Him 
in others.

Have there been people who have entered your life, loved you, and 
cared for you in ways that touched you, challenged you, and even 
changed you? That is the power of fellowship! We receive God’s 
glorious riches through His people, so that we might be made more 
like our Savior.

“And my God will meet all 
your needs according to His 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus”  
(Philippians 4:19).

“I pray that…you will know… 
the riches of the glory of His 
[Jesus’] inheritance in the 
saints,”  (Ephesians 1:18).

This teaching outline was 
developed in support of the 
resource, Transforming 
Love, for small groups. 
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and many others today at:
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Engage Community

“Let us not give up meeting together” (Hebrews 10:25).

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10).

God’s glorious riches are simply dimensions or facets of His grace 
that we “administer” as we serve others. These riches include His 
acceptance, His encouragement, His comfort, His respect, His approval, 
His support, and many other things that we all need—things which we 
often receive through others, but which are ultimately from God.

Pause and Reflect
Consider those in your life who have blessed and challenged you 
by sharing the glorious riches of Jesus with you. Then complete the 
following sentences:

I have received…

 � God’s acceptance through _____, particularly when they _____.

 � God’s encouragement through _____, particularly when they _____.

 � God’s comfort through _____, particularly when they _____.

For example: I have received God’s encouragement through my friend 
Mike, particularly when he told me that he has seen how God has gifted 
me to counsel others in order to help them experience God’s truth.

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24).

Pause Again to Reflect
How you have received God’s glorious riches through others and then 
been challenged to become a person who shares His riches in turn? 
Complete the sentences that describe you:

 � The acceptance I have received from _____ has challenged me to be 
more accepting in these ways: _____.

 � The encouragement I have received from _____ has challenged me to 
be more encouraging in these ways: _____.

 � The comfort I have received from _____ has challenged me to be more 
comforting in these ways: _____.

 � The _____ I have received from _____ has challenged me to be more 
_____ in these ways: _____.

For example: The acceptance I have received from my small group leader 
has challenged me to become more accepting in these ways: Even though 
my younger brother is very different from me, I now take initiative to spend 
time with him, trying to understand his point of view by asking questions 
and listening carefully and also just having some fun together.

Share your responses with your partner or small group, rejoicing 
together over the ways in which you have received loving fellowship 
which encouraged your transformation into more of the image of Jesus.

“Each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms”  
(1 Peter 4:10).

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during this time and 
complete these sentences 
for yourself and then share 
your answers with the 
congregation.

P10. Humbly acknowledging to 
the Lord, ourselves, and 
others that it is Jesus in and 
through us who is loving 
others at their point of need
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Experience Scripture

“Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, 
he fell at His feet and pleaded earnestly with Him, ‘My little daughter is 
dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed 
and live.’ So Jesus went with him” (Mark 5:22–24).

Notice the significance of Christ and the disciples going to minister 
at the home of a synagogue ruler. Imagine the disciples’ excitement: 
“Finally, a breakthrough with the synagogue officials has come! This 
is the opportunity we have been waiting for—Jesus will perform 
a miracle of healing for Jairus’ daughter, and surely many doors of 
ministry will open!”

Mark’s account continues: “A large crowd followed and pressed around 
Him. And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve 
years. She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and 
had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. When 
she heard about Jesus, she came up behind Him in the crowd and touched 
His cloak . . . Immediately her bleeding stopped . . . At once Jesus realized 
that power had gone out from Him. He turned around in the crowd and 
asked, ‘Who touched My clothes?’

‘You see the people crowding against You,’ his disciples answered, ‘and yet 
You can ask, “Who touched Me?”’

And He looked around to see who had done this” (Mark 5:24–32).

II. GIVING THE LIGHT OF GOD TO OTHERS TRANSFORMS US
“…Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).

True fellowship requires that we not only receive of God’s glorious 
riches, but we also share His multi-faceted grace with others. We 
participate in the Spirit’s work of making us more like Jesus not just by 
“freely receiving” but also by “freely giving.” This might involve:

 � Accepting those who are very different from us, sometimes in spite 
of their faults and failures (Romans 15:7).

 � Comforting others by just hurting with them, refraining from giving 
advice, pep talks, or pat assurances that God will “work things out 
for good.” Just as Jesus wept with His friend Mary in the midst of 
her pain, we can demonstrate tenderness and compassion simply 
with our presence, a few empathetic words, or tears  
(2 Corinthians 1:3–4; John 11:35).

 � Giving attention and care to those who inconvenience us, interrupt 
us, or in some way present themselves as distractions in our path  
(1 Corinthians 12:25–26).

As we are challenged to give in these ways, we bump right into the 
limitations and ugliness of our own self-focus—what Scripture calls 
“the flesh.” We then realize that the Spirit’s sanctifying, transforming 
work is our only hope of becoming like Jesus. We will not accomplish 
this through self-effort; it will not be possible by our own might or 
power but only by His Spirit (Zechariah 4:6).

“…Freely you have received, 
freely give” (Matthew 10:8).

“Then he said to me…‘Not by 
might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts” 
(Zechariah 4:6).

“When she heard about Jesus, 
she came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his cloak 
. . . Immediately her bleeding 
stopped . . . At once Jesus 
realized that power had gone 
out from him. He turned around 
in the crowd and asked, ‘Who 
touched my clothes?’…looking 
around to see who had done 
this” (Mark 5:27–31).
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Notice the contrast between Jesus and the disciples. Jesus stops, 
sensitive to what has happened and wanting to connect with the 
woman who touched Him. The disciples, in contrast, seem irritated. 
“What do you mean, who touched you?” they ask. You can sense in 
these words their impatience and frustration. Their agenda has been 
interrupted. Undoubtedly, they were thinking, “We need to get to 
Jairus’ house! We may miss this opportunity!”

Pause and reflect
Think about your own life, career, calling, ministry, or pursuits. Perhaps 
you are occasionally interrupted just as you are excitedly heading off to 
do “important” things. People near you need you!

Who might some of these “interrupting” people be in your life? 
Maybe your family members? close friends? co-workers? small group 
members? About what might they typically “interrupt” you?

I am sometimes interrupted by _____ concerning _____.

What they really need are His glorious riches, given through you. You 
have freely received these riches, and you are now being challenged 
to freely give them. God’s support, care, security, encouragement, 
patience, kindness, and acceptance are in you. These riches are not 
really just for you. God’s desire is that you would share them thus 
extending His presence and expressing His glory.

Pause to pray with one or two others, claiming the promise that you 
will be a person who “freely gives” (Matthew 10:8).

M5. Ministering His life and love 
to the “least of these”

P9. Demonstrating His love to 
an ever-growing network of 
“others” as He continues to 
challenge us to love “beyond 
our comfort”

III. TRANSFORMATION BLESSINGS OF TRUE FELLOWSHIP
As we are transformed into the image of Jesus through sharing His 
glorious riches with each other, we can anticipate certain specific 
blessings as a result of our fellowship. 

A. The Blessing of Seeing Christ as He Really Is

We are all hindered at times from seeing Christ clearly. All of us 
have misconceptions about who He really is. One blessing that we 
receive as we walk in the light of fellowship is the opportunity to 
see Christ more clearly by encountering Him in the lives of others.

“No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, 
and His love has been brought to full expression through us”  
(1 John 4:12 NLT).

True fellowship, in which we genuinely love each other, enables the 
“full expression” of God’s love in and through us. As we experience 
God’s love through the love of others, we see Him as He really is. 
As we receive acceptance from others, we see the God of gracious 
acceptance. Through the comfort of another human being, we see 
evidence of the One who is “the Father of compassion and the God of 
all comfort” (2 Corinthians 1:3).

“No one has ever seen God. 
But if we love each other, God 
lives in us, and His love has 
been brought to full expression 
through us” (1 John 4:12 NLT).

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during this time and let 
the Lord reveal to you a time 
when you might have been 
more concerned with your 
agenda than being interrupted 
by what God was doing. Share 
about this time vulnerably with 
your congregation.
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“Let us think of ways to 
motivate one another to acts of 
love and good works”  
(Hebrews 10:24 NLT).

The testimony of the gospel 
is that our true identity is not 
determined by what we do.

B. The Blessing of Experiencing Our True Identity

The second blessing of fellowship is that, upon seeing more clearly 
who God is, we can discover who we really are. 

Our world shares with us a lie that who you are is determined by 
your performance, thereby keeping many in the bondage of what 
one of our denominational leaders calls “who-do-ism”— the belief 
that who I am is equal to what I do.

The testimony of the gospel is that our true identity is not 
determined by what we do. How are we going to loose the shackles 
of performance-based worth? How can we refute the world’s lie that 
our life’s value is tied to what we acquire, accomplish, and achieve?

One of the things the Spirit of God is longing to do through 
genuine fellowship among believers is to break the bondage of 
“who-do-ism.” Our loving relationships with one another affirm our 
identity as God’s beloved. He then sends us forth as ambassadors of 
this good news to those who do not know Christ. God’s declaration 
of our identity and unconditional worth is communicated as we 
bless people with His care and love even though they have not 
done anything to deserve or merit it.

God declared our infinite, unconditional worth at Calvary. “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). His Spirit desires to empower our 
expression of this same love one to another. That’s one of the 
blessings of fellowship.

C. The Blessing of Loving Those Nearest Us

“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).

Scripture speaks of us running not a solo sprint, but a team relay, 
with each of us at times being encouraged toward “love and good 
deeds” by one another (Hebrews 10:24).

Years ago, during the U.S. Special Olympics, TV viewers were 
brought to tears during the 100-yard dash. When the starter’s gun 
sounded, the runners—most of whom had Downs Syndrome—
took off down the track. About midway through the race, one 
young boy stumbled and fell, sprawling on the track. As the crowds 
present and the millions who were viewing the scene on TV 
looked on in sympathy, they were given an unforgettable lesson 
in the power of fellowship by the other runners: One by one, they 
stopped running and went back to the fallen boy. Helping him to 
his feet, the crowd of runners headed off again toward the finish 
line, crossing it together arm-in-arm.

This sort of mutual encouragement is desperately needed among 
us, especially as we are challenged to express God’s presence and 
love to our nearest “neighbors.” As we are transformed by the One 
who is love (1 John 4:8) into His image, love must be expressed in 
our homes, marriages, families, and friendships.



6 .com 2020/01-b

D. The Blessing of Partnering Together with the Great Commission

The word fellowship (koinonia) refers to caring connectedness 
within the body of Christ. It also connotes partnering together for 
a larger purpose. Our fellowship is intended to transform us so 
that we might join together to pursue the eternal purposes of the 
kingdom, including the undertaking of Christ’s Great Commission 
to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19–20).

When Jesus said, “Follow Me . . . and I will make you fishers of men” 
(Matthew 4:19), what image would have come to the disciples’ minds? 
They would not have pictured an individual trying to catch fish on 
his own, but rather a crew or team casting nets into the sea together. 
Imagine trying to carry a large, wet net filled with several hundred 
pounds of fish. Your resolve to be self-reliant would be broken very 
quickly! Our only hope of having a major impact for the cause of Christ in 
the unbelieving world is to function together in koinonia, realizing that 
some of God’s glorious riches are in each of us. Together, we can cast the 
net of fellowship to see eternal things done for the kingdom.

E. The Blessing of Being Loved Through Reproof and Correction

Because we love one another and our hearts and lives have been 
tenderly knit together in fellowship, we are free to lovingly share 
truth, which challenges, confronts, and reproves. At times, some of 
the glorious riches we must share will be caring, yet honest, words 
of correction like Christ shared with the woman caught in adultery: 
“Neither do I condemn you . . . Go now and leave your life of sin” (John 8:11). 
Because I love you, I must share God’s loving concern for you.

That’s the potential of fellowship, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Oh, that 
we might walk in the light of fellowship with the hope of being transformed 
into His likeness with ever-increasing glory (2 Corinthians 3:18).

 

Encounter Jesus

“Everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher” (Luke 6:40).

Imagine Christ standing before you—the only true Teacher (Matthew 23:10), 
the One who is love (1 John 4:8), the God of all comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3–4), 
the One who is humble and gentle (Matthew 11:29–30). Imagine that He 
invites you to become like Him, to express His life and love, to extend the 
light of His presence in a dark world.

Though you may not yet fully know all the transforming work that 
will be needed in your life, consider yielding in your heart to Christ’s 
invitation. Offer the following prayer with your partner or small 
group as an expression of the longing of your hearts and your mutual 
commitment to walk in the light of fellowship:

Lord Jesus, as You see those things in my character, behavior, or attitudes 
that are distracting to my expression of You to those around me, please 
bring others into my life to lovingly point them out. Prepare my heart by 
Your Spirit to receive Your counsel, Your reproof, and Your correction from 
those whom You send. I want to be changed. I want to be more like You.

In Your Name, Amen.

“Everyone who is fully trained will 
be like his teacher” (Luke 6:40).

L10. Practicing the presence of the 
Lord, yielding to the Spirit’s 
work of Christ-likeness

Together, we can cast the net of 
fellowship in order to see eternal 
things done for the kingdom.

…we are free to lovingly 
share truth which challenges, 
confronts, and reproves.


