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I. INTRODUCTION: THE INSUFFICIENCY OF RATIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE FOR TRANSFORMATION

Jesus’ rebuke of the Pharisees reminds us that walking in the light 
of Jesus—being transformed by our encounters with Him—means 
much more than amassing knowledge about Christ or possessing 
a systematic understanding of His life and teachings. The Pharisees 
pursued and acquired knowledge, even going so far as to memorize 
the entire body of Hebrew Scripture. Yet they missed God: “You have 
never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for 
you do not believe the one he sent” (John 5:37–38).

In a similar rebuke, James reminds us that rational assent to Scripture 
is insufficient: “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 
believe that—and shudder” (James 2:19). Even Satan knows that Jesus 
is the sinless Son of God, who suffered a sacrificial death and rose 
again. But Satan will not yield to such a revelation of Christ—he will not 
respond relationally.

Our encounters with Jesus in worship, prayer, meditation, and study 
are intended to bring about in each of us a life-changing, sanctifying 
transformation into His image and likeness. As this occurs, we better 
express His glory and His presence.

“You diligently study the 
Scriptures because you think 
that by them you possess 
eternal life. These are the 
Scriptures that testify about me, 
yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life”  (John 5:39–40).

Our encounters with Jesus in 
worship, prayer, meditation, 
and study are intended to 
bring about in each of us a 
life-changing, sanctifying 
transformation into His image 
and likeness.

This teaching outline was 
developed in support of the 
resource, Transforming 
Love, for small groups. 

Check out this resource 
and many others today at:

greatcommandment.
net/resources

https://www.greatcommandment.net/resources
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Engage Community

Pause and Reflect

Look back over your own faith journey, reflecting on how God’s Spirit 
has revealed Jesus to you. Has He led you to personal encounters with 
Him? Has He made you a bit more like Jesus through these encounters?

 � Have you been awed by the love He displayed by dying for you on 
the Cross? Was gratefulness for His sacrifice part of what drew you 
to receive Him as your Savior?

 � Have you encountered His forgiveness and then become more 
forgiving yourself?

 � Have you been touched by His acceptance of you and as a result 
become more accepting?

 � Have you been impressed by His compassion for children, outcasts, 
or foreigners? Has He given you a similar burden to care for those 
on the fringes of society?

Ask Him to reveal by His Spirit fresh insight concerning your past 
encounters with Jesus.

As I have encountered Christ in His ____, it has produced in me the desire 
to be more ____.

For example: As I have encountered Christ in His acceptance of me, it 
has produced in me the desire to be more accepting of my own children’s 
uniqueness, recognizing that they are not like me.

Share your responses with your partner or small group, celebrating 
with one another each specific journey of transformation. Then pray, 
giving thanks for the promise that as we behold Christ, we become 
like Him!

“…predestined to be conformed 
to the likeness of His Son. . .”  
(Romans 8:29).

“…we will in all things grow up 
into him who is the Head, that 
is, Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).

II. BELIEVING, OBEYING, AND RELATING

Maturity, discipleship, and transformation into the likeness of Christ 
are primarily matters of relating to the One into whose likeness we 
are growing. Faithful disciples are nourished and transformed by the 
freshness of their encounters with Jesus, the Head.

If events could sanctify us, Christians in the Western world would surely 
be among the kingdom’s most saintly. If exposure to the Christian 
message and religious media could produce fully-devoted followers of 
Christ, we would turn the world upside down for Him, as did the first 
century church. If camps, conferences, mission trips, and concerts could 
instill the faith in the next generation, we would not be struggling to 
make disciples of our own children.

Sadly, multitudes of Christians have come to think that discipleship is 
only about being able to claim, “I believe,” and “I obey.” Let us focus on 
Christ’s healing of ten lepers in Luke 17 to reinforce the critical nature 
of relating to Him, fixing our eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith (Hebrews 12:2).

Sadly, multitudes of Christians 
have come to think that 
discipleship is only about 
being able to claim, “I believe,” 
and “I obey.”

L5. Living with a passionate 
longing for purity and to 
please Him in all things
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A. Believing and Obeying: Necessary, but not Sufficient

Picture the scene in Jerusalem as crowds surround nine of the ten 
former lepers. The priests have verified the healings and officially 
restored these nine, formerly unclean, outcasts to full participation in 
Jewish society. Family and friends are overwhelmed with excitement 
at this miraculous turn of events. The nine themselves are still in shock.

Now imagine the conversation that might have occurred between 
these nine men and the onlookers:

 � Imagine that the nine men were asked, “Do you believe that 
Jesus can heal people?” They would have most certainly 
responded, “Sure, we believe.”

 � Imagine that they were also asked, “What has brought you here 
to Jerusalem, to the sacred temple?” The men’s response would 
certainly have been, “We did what Jesus instructed us to do and 
what the Law demands. We obeyed.”

This imaginary conversation illustrates a foundational principle for 
our understanding of our life calling and purpose and for our pursuit 
of genuine discipleship and spiritual formation. The nine lepers 
could have rightly claimed that they believed and obeyed. While it 
is certainly essential to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (John 3:16) 
and to obey—to “live a life worthy of the calling you have received” 
(Ephesians 4:1)—in order to fulfill life’s ultimate purpose, something 
else must be added: a loving relationship with the author and 
perfecter of our faith.

B. What Else Is Needed: Transforming Relational Encounters 
with Jesus

Right belief and right behavior, as significant as they are, do not 
transform us into the likeness of Jesus. Witness the Pharisees. They 
certainly had belief and behavior down to a science, yet the most 
cursory examination of the New Testament reveals that they were 
missing something very important.

Here is a Samaritan leper, humbly bowed at the feet of Jesus, giving 
Him praise. In contrast to the other nine, he demonstrates that 
following Jesus is fundamentally about developing an intimate 
relationship with Him.

Relational encounters with Jesus require that beliefs, which are 
grounded in God’s written Word, come alive by His Spirit through a 
grateful and yielded relationship with Jesus, the living Word. In these 
encounters, we walk in His light, while also boldly shining His light 
toward others (Matthew 5:14–16).

Great Commandment love—loving Jesus with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength—empowers Great Commission passion to share 
Him with others. A commitment to right belief and right behavior, 
which is not grounded in this deep love for Christ, will never birth 
the same passion.

“Now one of them, when he saw 
that he had been healed, turned 
back, glorifying God with a 
loud voice, and he fell on his 
face at His [Jesus’] feet, giving 
thanks to Him. And he was a 
Samaritan” (Luke 17:15–16).
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III. A LIFESTYLE OF LONGING TO RELATE TO JESUS 

Recall Jesus’ words of affirmation for His friend, Mary, as she was seated 
at His feet, listening to His word: “Mary has chosen what is better, and it 
will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:42).

Mary, much like the Samaritan leper, humbly longed to relate 
to Jesus—the object, author, and perfecter of her faith. Faithful, 
maturing followers sit humbly at the feet of Jesus, giving careful, deep 
consideration to Him.

This lifestyle, though empowered by His Spirit, must be chosen! 
Disciples never stumble into maturity and the fulfillment of their life’s 
purpose. The transformational process of encountering Jesus must be 
chosen, pursued. The psalmist describes our pursuit in this way: “As 
the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My 
soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?” 
(Psalm 42:1–2).

 

Encounter Jesus

“Jesus asked, ‘Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine’” (Luke 17:17)?

Pause and allow the Spirit to reveal Jesus—His heart, His 
disappointment, His sadness. “Were not all ten cleansed?”

It seems clear that Jesus might have hoped to see all ten return to Him 
with thanksgiving. What do you sense that He might be feeling at this 
moment? What emotions are behind those words? 

Ask Him to reveal His heart to you, so that you might encounter Him. 

“‘Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?’” (Luke 17:17) is 
more than just a curious question. Jesus knew where the other nine 
were, did He not? The One who knows all things knew that they were 
making their way to the temple to show themselves to the priests just 
as He had instructed them to do. Jesus’ query was not a rational one, 
but a relational one—“Why have the other nine not returned?”

As you complete this sentence reflect on how Jesus may have FELT:

“I sense that Jesus may have experienced ____ when He asked, ‘Were not 
all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?’” 

Take a moment now to share your heart with Jesus in response to 
how He may have felt:

“Lord, my heart is moved with _____ for You.”

Now consider the next verse:

“Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner” 
(Luke 17:18)?

Only the Samaritan leper, the foreigner, came back! The implication of 
the passage is that the other nine must have been Jewish lepers. Listen 
as His Spirit whispers, “This is yet another occasion when Jesus came to 
His own people, ‘but his own did not receive him’” (John 1:11).

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during this time and ask 
the Lord to reveal His heart 
to you, as you reflect on how 
Jesus felt when He asked this 
question from Luke 17:17, 
“Were not all ten cleansed? 
Where are the other nine?” 
 

Now complete this prayer and 
share it with the congregation: 
“Lord, I sense that You may 
have experienced ____ when 
You asked, “Were not all ten 
cleansed? Where are the other 
nine?” and my heart is moved 
with _____ for you.”

L3. Experiencing God as He 
really is through deepened 
intimacy with Him
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A. The Motivation to Pursue Jesus

God is longing for us to pursue Him because He delights in revealing 
more of Himself to us. Whether through worship, prayer, meditation, 
and study or through the mundane happenings of everyday life, 
God is longing to let us in on the divine!

This wondrous truth strengthens our motivation to pursue Him. 
Throughout Scripture, we find Christ revealing Himself to others, 
sometimes when they least expect it. The disciples on the Emmaus 
Road, for example, thought that they were having a perfectly normal 
conversation with a fellow traveler (albeit a fellow traveler who 
seemed to be extraordinarily knowledgeable about Old Testament 
prophecy). Throughout Jesus’ discourse about the scriptural 
significance of the Messiah, He was gradually revealing Himself—His 
wisdom, His nature, His loving concern, and finally, His identity  
(Luke 24:13–32).

The Lord also made occasional special appearances to His followers in 
the Old Testament. One such appearance is to Abraham and Sarah in 
Genesis 18. After spending a day with Abraham and his family, during 
which He affirmed that they would miraculously give birth within a 
year, the Lord prepared to depart. Then He paused, asking Himself, 
“Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do” (Genesis 18:17)? Like 
a good friend, the Lord halted in the midst of His divine agenda to 
consider Abraham. He stopped to let Abraham in on what He was 
about to do. What if He is longing to do the same for you?

Imagine living as if God, by His Spirit, might pay you a visit at any 
time, at any place, in any circumstance. Envision yourself approaching 
times of worship, prayer, Bible study, and fellowship with an eager 
expectation of His visitation. What if God’s heart is to let us in on what 
He is about to do? Might our motivation to pursue Him increase if we 
truly believed that He longs to reveal Himself to us?

 

Experience Scripture

“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 
from my Father I have made known to you” (John 15:15).

Jesus desires a deeper relationship with you, desires to reveal to you 
what He has learned from the Father. Just as God longed to reveal 
to Abraham what He was about to do, He also longs to relate to us 
intimately as friends. You have chosen to pursue Him, only to find that 
He is also pursuing you!

W1. Frequently being led by the 
Spirit into deeper love for the 
One who wrote the Word
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Pause and consider this:

Jesus wants to reveal to you His heart and His ways. 

What does that do to your heart? If you were to embrace this truth, 
would you, like Abraham and the Samaritan leper, run and bow before 
Him? Would you, like Mary, choose to listen at His feet?

Complete these sentences:

 � Lord Jesus, as I embrace the wonder of friendship with You and 
consider Your longing for intimacy between You and me, my heart is 
moved with _____.

 � I am motivated to pursue You more intimately through  _____. 
 

(For example: regular devotional reading of the Bible; listening as well 
as talking to You in prayer; regularly asking You to reveal Yourself to 
me, especially when I am having a hard time; investing time in really 
“considering” You as I read about You in the Gospels; meditating on 
You in my mind and heart as I worship)

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during this time and share 
with the congregation how 
the Lord may be leading you to 
complete these sentences.


