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Did you know that we (as Christ’s followers) are part of a divine 
mystery? Let’s see if we can unravel the mystery that relates to our 
life purpose—our “life calling.”

I. INTRODUCTION

Everything in creation has been given a calling by God. Even our solar 
system speaks of God’s specific design and purpose. God designed 
the sun and planets in such a way as to provide sustenance for life 
on earth. We know that if the sun had been placed closer or farther 
from the earth’s surface, most of our planet would be uninhabitable. 
Furthermore, nature continually maintains a precarious equilibrium 
which is necessary for our survival. Our Creator designed every part 
of the ecological system to have an important place, a purpose to 
fulfill—a calling. 

As the ones created in God’s image, you and I can have an even greater 
certainty that we are created with a purpose to fulfill. 

Every one of us has a divine calling! 

As we become Christ’s followers, His Spirit comes to dwell within us. He 
reveals and empowers the calling that God has placed on our lives—
not just a general calling, but a personal one. The question then is not 
just, “Why did God create humanity?” but “Why did God make me?” 

“…to them God has chosen 
to make known among the 
Gentiles, the glorious riches of 
this mystery which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory”  
(Colossians 1:27).

This teaching outline was 
developed in support of 
the resource, Contagious 
Hope for Small Groups. 

Check out this resource 
and many others today at:

greatcommandment.
net/resources

https://www.greatcommandment.net/books
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II. PART OF WHY GOD CREATED YOU AND ME IS TO MAKE HIS 
PRESENCE KNOWN!

Let’s start by looking at Moses when he encountered God in a bush 
that was burning but not consumed. Imagine the scene: Moses was 
tending Jethro’s flock on the hillside of Mount Horeb. In the midst of his 
daily, shepherd’s routine, he caught a glimpse of a burning bush. 

As Moses drew closer to the fireproof bush, the Most High God 
suddenly spoke with a thunderous voice: “Moses! Moses!” 

What if the Creator is calling you, just as He called Moses? 

What if He has a clear, divine purpose for your life, just as He did for 
Moses? Moses’ brush with God’s glory at Mount Horeb transformed his 
life, his sense of purpose, his people, and human history. Encounters 
with Jehovah are like that—we are never the same again.
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Empowered

 

Encountering Jesus

What is your life purpose?

 � Why are you here? 

 � Why has the Creator put you on this planet? 

 � Is the purpose of life simply to accomplish, acquire, and achieve as 
much as we can? 

 � Is life just about having influence, financial security, or fun? 

 � Is our life purpose accurately expressed by the bumper sticker that 
reads, “He who dies with the most toys wins?” 

 � Or is there more to life than these things? 

You and I certainly have our own hopes for the future. We have hopes 
for our families, our careers, and our health, but what hope does God 
have for us? 

Think about when you woke up this morning. As you opened your eyes 
and began to prepare for the day, what was God hoping for you? What 
is His hope concerning your life even now? 

Take a minute now to quiet your heart to pray and ask God: 

“Lord I know you have a hope specifically for me. Please reveal it to me and 
empower me to live it!“

“When the Lord saw that he had 
gone over to look, God called 
to him from within the bush…” 
(Exodus 3:4).

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during this time and 
vulnerably share about 
your own struggle with this 
question of life purpose.  

“I remember wrestling with this 
very question and God help me 
discover _____ .”

L2. Listening to and hearing 
God for direction and 
discernment
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III. PART OF GOD’S HOPE IS FOR YOU TO EXPRESS HIS GLORY!

The Story of God’s Glory: A Clue to Our Life Purpose

Throughout its pages, the Bible tells the story of God’s glory. 

 � The story begins with God walking and talking in the garden with 
Adam (Genesis 2:15–20). 

 � Then, God is personally present with Abram, promising to birth a 
nation from his descendents, multiply them greatly, and deliver 
them from their oppressors (Genesis 12:1–3; 15:1–16).

 � On the back side of the wilderness, Moses spots a bush that burns 
but is not consumed. The glory of God is present in that bush 
(Exodus 3:1–6). 

 � Moses becomes the human leader of the Israelites as they escape from 
bondage in Egypt, but they are really led by the glory of God, which 
appears as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21–22). 

Think of God’s glory as His presence and image. It has always been 
God’s desire to express His presence and His glory here on earth. 

Further Manifestations of God’s Glory

 � Later, after Moses had led the Israelites out of Egypt, the glory of 
God descends upon Mount Sinai, accompanied by smoke, fire, 
thunder, and lightning (Exodus 19:16–19; 20:18–21; 24:15–17).

 � Moses journeys up the mountain, where he receives the Ten 
Commandments after another close encounter with God in which 
the Lord’s glory passes before him (Exodus 33:12–23).

 � Moses returns to the people. The glory of God, which is the 
presence of God, radiates from his face (Exodus 34:29).

 � Moses instructed the people to build a portable ark and tabernacle 
using the resources God has given. Then, at the precise moment 
when the consecrated priest are prepared, and the tabernacle with 
all of its furniture and implements is completed, the glory of God, 
manifested by His cloud, descends upon it (Exodus 40:34–38).

 � After much wandering in the wilderness, and the occupation of 
the Promised Land under the leadership of Joshua, God’s people 
encounter Him for generations in the wilderness tabernacle. Then 
King Solomon is allowed by God to build a lavish, more permanent 
temple. The cloud from the wilderness fills the temple, signifying 
the presence of the Lord, and His glory permeates this new 
sanctuary (1 Kings 8:10–11; 2 Chronicles 7:1–3).
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God’s People Reject His Glory

 � As time goes on, God’s people compromise and go the way of 
the world. The kingdom is divided. Both Israel and Judah fall into 
immorality and idolatry, and eventually both are taken into captivity. 

 � From bondage in Babylon, the people of God inquire of the 
prophets, “Why have we been treated so? Why do we find ourselves 
in captivity?” 

 � The prophet Ezekiel sees a vision depicting what has happened to 
them: “Then the glory of the Lord rose from above the cherubim and 
moved to the threshold of the temple. The cloud filled the temple, and 
the court was full of the radiance of the glory of the Lord…Then the 
glory of the Lord departed from over the threshold of the temple. . .” 
(Ezekiel 10:4, 18). 

THE GLORY WAS GONE! 

For the next four hundred years, people go to the temple at the 
appointed time to perform their religious duties, but the presence 
of God is gone. Year after year, decade after decade, they go to the 
temple, but God is not there. 

Not surprisingly, the Pharisees rise to power during this period. The 
bondage of legalism has risen in the context of the practice of religion 
apart from the presence of God. 

God’s Glory Returns

Fast forward to that chilly night on the hills outside Bethlehem. The 
shepherds are admiring the stars, when suddenly an angel of the Lord 
bursts forth from the sky. 

 � The shepherds are overcome by wonder and fear, robbed of speech 
and powers of description, and “…the glory of the Lord shone 
around them…” (Luke 2:9). 

THE GLORY WAS BACK IN THE FORM OF JESUS! 

 � God’s presence is made known in the birth of Jesus. For 33 years, the 
glorious presence of God—which was previously in the bush, in the 
cloud, in the fire, on Mount Sinai, on the face of Moses, in the tabernacle, 
and in the temple—is displayed in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 � “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory” (John 1:14). 

 � Jesus is betrayed and dies a criminal’s death on a cross. But the 
good news of the gospel is on that cross, the Perfect One pays the 
penalty of sin. The One who has never known sin becomes sin, for 
a divine purpose—that we might become the righteousness of 
Christ through Him (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

“Then the glory of the Lord 
departed from over the 
threshold of the temple. . .” 
(Ezekiel 10:18).

“…the glory of the Lord shone 
around them…” (Luke 2:9).

“The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory”  
(John 1:14).
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 � He dies that we might become. 

 ¬ Please don’t miss this truth: Our calling is all about His hope of 
our becoming. 

 � After three days, Jesus rises from the dead. For the next 40 days, He 
teaches His followers about the kingdom of God. He then ascends 
into heaven…The Glory has left…but before He leaves, Christ tells 
His followers to wait in Jerusalem for the empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 1:8).

 � Obediently, they gather, pray, and wait for ten days. Suddenly, a 
noise like a violent wind roars through the house, and tongues of 
fire descend from heaven and rest on each disciple (Acts 2:1–4). 

THE GLORY IS BACK! 

God’s Glory in Us

Until this point, the glory of God had dwelt in a bush, on the face of 
Moses, in a cloud, in a fire, in a tabernacle, in a temple, and in His divine 
Son. But now the glory dwelt somewhere that it had never been before 
Pentecost—inside created beings, inside God’s children. 

Scripture confirms this new home for the glory of God: “…Christ in 
you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). The glory of God, which was 
manifested among Moses and the Israelites and in the person of Jesus, 
now rests inside you and me. Christ in us represents God’s greatest 
hope of making His presence known on Earth. 

“…Christ in you, the hope of 
glory” (Colossians 1:27).

 

Encountering Jesus

Does God’s glory live in you? Do you want it to?

We have read about how God’s glory has been seen throughout 
history. Now we have learned how “the hope of glory” can make its 
home in us!

That glorious hope is available for you. 

Jesus wants to be a part of your life. 

Maybe you are here today and have had your own struggle with your 
life calling. This is your opportunity to exchange those questions with 
a hope-filled life. 

Consider praying something like this: 

“God my heart desires the hope You have for me. I invite You now Jesus, to 
be my hope and reign in my life! 

L3. Experiencing God as He 
really is through deepened 
intimacy with Him
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IV. GOD’S HOPE IS EMPOWERED BY THE WONDER OF GRACE!

We are the home for God’s glory. We are to bear and express the glory 
of God wherever we go. “. . . Whether you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). His hope of glory, 
the prevailing evidence of His divine presence, is in you. How are we to 
consistently live in a way that allows His glory to shine forth?

By God’s Grace, We Were Chosen to Bear His Glory

What did Moses do to earn the privilege of bearing witness to dramatic 
displays of God’s glory? What did the people of Israel do to deserve 
the honor of having God’s glorious presence dwell among them? What 
have we done to make ourselves worthy of being trusted to express 
God’s glory? 

The answer to all of these questions is: Absolutely nothing!

Grace is God’s unmerited favor toward us. It is given not because of 
anything we have done, but simply because God longs to give it  
(Isaiah 30:18). 

By grace, He extends His love to us, showers us with blessings, imparts 
the Holy Spirit and purpose to our lives in order that His presence might 
be displayed through us. 

 � God’s grace enlisted Moses and delivered and guided Israel. 

 � His grace persevered through Israel’s unfaithfulness. 

 � It was by His grace that the glory returned that night in Bethlehem. 

 � It was His grace that embraced us: “For it is by grace you have been 
saved . . .” (Ephesians 2:8). 

So what is the evidence of God’s presence in our lives? Are we to look 
for the fire? The cloud? The shine on our face? No—any of these would 
in some way call attention to us, rather than to Him. 

It is His grace—His unmerited favor, His undeserved love—that testifies 
most clearly of His presence.

Gratefulness for His Grace Empowers Us to Express God’s Glory

Gratefulness is the only appropriate response to this grace we have 
experienced. Unfortunately, as Israel so tragically demonstrated, 
gratefulness for the grace of the presence of God is far from automatic. 
Even we, as Christ-followers, who carry the glory of God within us, 
can take His grace for granted. Our self-effort and pride can quench 
humility, stifle grace, and distract from His glory being made known. 

We need not feel a sense of obligation or duty. Instead, we should 
embrace the wonder of His grace. The Creator has graced us with the 
privilege of joining Him in making Himself known on Earth. He wants 
us to experience the “joy inexpressible and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8) that 
comes from a life of receiving and giving grace—a life in which we 
never get over the wonder that by His grace, we have been loved. Out 
of gratitude, we are excited to share His grace with others. 

“. . . Whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God”   
(1 Corinthians 10:31).

“For it is by grace you have been 
saved. . .” (Ephesians 2:8).
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Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pause during the sermon and 
share about a time of sadness 
or tragedy in your life. 

“I remember a difficult time 
when_____ , but God _____ !”

“He predestined us to adoption 
as sons through Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the kind 
intention of his will, to the praise 
of the glory of his grace, which 
he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved” (Ephesians 1:5–6).

The Glory of God’s Grace Will Be Praised

“He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the kind intention of his will, to the praise of the glory of his 
grace, which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:5–6). 

This verse, which describes so eloquently God’s loving initiative toward us, 
reveals an important result of fulfilling our purpose and calling: Wherever 
God’s grace is displayed, the glory of His grace will be praised. 

Every demonstration of His unmerited love in our lives presents an 
occasion for offering Him heartfelt praise. In addition to prompting 
praise in our own hearts, our recognition of God’s grace will bring Him 
glory among those who experience our story. 

One of our challenges is to honestly explore and reveal the pain, 
tragedies, trials, betrayals, and failures of our lives, in order to 
demonstrate the glorious grace of the One who brought us through 
those times and loved us even in the midst of troubles of our own 
making. Sharing such a grateful story of the wonder of His grace brings 
Him praise. When we startle others with Christ’s comfort and support, 
when we pray with and for them, when we pursue them and share 
His provision with them, we don’t receive praise. It’s only God and His 
grace that receives the glory! 

 

Encountering Jesus

Take a second and let the joy of Christ’s love for us sink in.

This inexpressible joy becomes another observable aspect of God’s 
presence being made known through our lives. As a community of 
hope, we will value this unexplainable joy in the midst of life’s trials as 
an evidence of His presence.

Let’s celebrate together and express our gratefulness to our Savior out 
loud together!

 � “What a God we serve! Thank you Lord!”

 � “What a joy we possess! Thank you Lord!”

 � “What a gift and a privilege to experience genuine relationship with 
You, the God of the universe! Thank you Lord!”

 � “May Your name be worshipped, glorified, and praised!”

Let’s finish this joy-filled time with a prayer:

“May Your holy presence fill us each day, so that we may venture forth as 
living examples of Your love and serve in Your glorious name—Jesus.”

Spirit
Empowered

L1. Practicing thanksgiving in 
all things
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V. GOD’S HOPE EXTENDS HIS KINGDOM INVITATION

An additional result of fulfilling our purpose, as bearers of God’s glory, 
is the expansion of His kingdom. As we come to understand that 
the kingdom is about Him, not us, we will recognize His heart, His 
passion, and His love for people. As we realize that the Christian life is 
about bringing glory to Him, things like evangelism, discipleship, and 
missions will no longer be religious activities that we do in order to 
feel better about ourselves or to earn God’s approval. Instead, all forms 
of ministry will represent opportunities to express His presence and 
extend His kingdom!

As people around us experience His presence and hope through our 
lives, we’ll find them “turning aside” to ask about this same hope for 
their own life. God’s hope becomes contagious. Our calling is about 
God’s presence, about His glory, about His kingdom. Yet if we are 
honest, we must all admit that on some level, we are wondering, What 
about me? In Matthew 16:25, Jesus says, “‘…Whoever loses his life for me 
will find it.’” 

One of the keys to finding your calling and purpose is to become so 
absorbed by His presence, His glory, and His kingdom that you lose 
yourself and find your life.

 

Experiencing Scripture

Take a second and let the joy of Christ’s love for us sink in.

“To the praise of the glory of his grace . . .” (Ephesians 1:6)

Pause to reflect upon your experience of the glory of God’s grace, 
recently or in the more distant past. Be still before the Lord and 
ask His Spirit to stir up memories, perhaps of times when…

 � He unexpectedly provided for you.

 � He pursued and accepted you in the midst of a failure.

 � He supported you in your physical or emotional pain.

 � He restored a broken relationship.

Complete the following sentence: “I give thanks and praise to God 
for the grace He gave me when _____ .”

Now that you have reflected on your experience of His grace 
in your life, could you “…serve the Lord with the gladness of your 
heart” (Psalm 100:2)?

Pause quietly in worship, taking time to tell God about the 
gladness of your heart. Acknowledge His grace and His 
undeserved favor. Praise Him that He has entrusted you to share 
His life and love with others.

Spirit
Empowered

Colossians 3:16 Moment:  
“Let the Word of Christ dwell 
deeply in you.”  
 

Pastor/Teacher:  
Pastor, take a few moments 
to reflect on your own 
experience of God’s grace. 

Consider your own story of 
His grace in your life. Could 
you share this story with the 
congregation?

“So Moses said, ‘I must 
turn aside now and see this 
marvelous sight, why the bush 
is not burned up’” (Exodus 3:3).

“‘…Whoever loses his life for me 
will find it’” (Matthew 16:25).

W1. Frequently being led by the 
Spirit into deeper love for the 
One who wrote the Word
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“…Go and make disciples of all 
nations…” (Matthew 28:19).

“We are ambassadors for Christ, 
ones through whom God is 
making His appeal”  
(2 Corinthians 5:20).

Expressing His Presence Empowers the Fulfillment of Christ’s 
Great Commission

“…Go and make disciples of all nations…”(Matthew 28:19) is Christ’s 
invitation to join Him in making His glory known on Earth. As we 
express the presence of God, His Spirit is at work, challenging people 
to notice and turn aside, just as Moses did when he saw the burning 
bush. As they experience God’s contagious hope through us, people 
will want to know, “What is that? Where did you get that love, that 
acceptance, that compassion, or that grace?” Our only explanation will 
be that we received it all from God.

As the people we encounter every day turn aside because they 
have observed His grace in our lives, we’ll notice how His hope 
becomes contagious.

 � Hope is lived. 
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 
(Romans 15:13).

 � Hope is prepared. 
“…always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account of the hope that is in you” (I Peter 3:15).

 � Hope is shared. 
“Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech”  
(2 Corinthians 3:12).

 � Hope is experienced...by others who come to Christ! 
“For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus at his coming?”  
(1 Thessalonians 2:19).

“We are ambassadors for Christ, ones through whom God is making His 
appeal” (2 Corinthians 5:20).

This Scripture reminds us that we have been commissioned by Jesus 
to extend His presence and express His love as we co-labor with Him in 
contagious hope. Our hope is then renewed as others come to follow 
Christ. They become a part of our eternal hope. We find hope in Jesus, 
who sends us as ambassadors to share His life and love.
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Encountering Jesus

Take a second and let the joy of Christ’s love for us sink in.

“‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest’” 
(Matthew 11:28).

Imagine Jesus standing before you now, gazing intently at you. 
His eyes are full of compassion, and if you listen closely, you will 
hear Him say, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” 
(Matthew 11: 29).

“Jesus, why the yoke?” we might ask. “Why do you want me to 
join you there?” Christ, the Teacher knows that when we join Him 
in the yoke of loving people, our burden will be light because He 
is on the other side. 

Jesus knows that we need His gentle guidance and the certainty 
of His direction to love others well. Jesus, who IS love, empowers 
our love of others.

Now imagine Christ standing before you. He may be wearing 
flowing robes and sandals. Perhaps He has a bearded face. Maybe 
your image is of the resurrected Christ, with nail-pierced hands 
and feet. But as you look closer, you notice that He is standing in 
a yoke. One side of the yoke is around His neck, while the other 
is empty. He extends His invitation for you to join Him, to learn 
from Him. Hear again the words, “Take my yoke upon you.” It is 
your invitation to join Him, to partner with the One who is love in 
order to extend His hope and love to others.

Listen, as you hear Christ speak to you:

 � “I consistently love those around you, but I often do so alone—would 
you come join Me?”

 � (To husbands) “I regularly support and comfort your wife, but I often 
do it without you—would you come join Me?”

 � (To wives) “I frequently encourage and affirm your husband, but I 
often do it without you—would you come join Me?”

 � (To parents) “I am attentive to your children’s hearts and sensitive to 
their innermost needs, but I am often caring for them alone—would 
you come join Me?”

 � “I am taking initiative to lovingly sacrifice on behalf of those that you 
encounter in your daily life, but I often do so without you—would you 
come join Me?”

Spirit
Empowered

L10. Practicing the presence of the 
Lord, yielding to the Spirit’s 
work of Christ-likeness
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Meditate for a minute on your yielded response to Jesus’ invitation. 
In your own mind and heart, picture yourself rising to join Christ in 
the yoke. Imagine yourself standing alongside this One who is love.

Talk to Jesus about your willingness to join Him in the yoke. 
Thank Him that His burden is easy, and He will be your Teacher 
and Guide. Tell Him of your willingness to be a witness of His 
presence in the world. Express your willingness to be sent. 

We find hope in Jesus, who sends us to share His life and love 
with others.


