
  

Year 1 

Antonio Vivaldi 

 

 

 

 

 Was taught to play violin by his Dad. 

 He had Asthma which stopped him 

from saying mass. 

 He then wrote music and became a 

composer – over 46 operas and 500 

concertos. 

 He is best known for composing ‘The 

Four Seasons’ for violin. 
 

Born: 4th March 1678 

Died:28th July 1741 

Where from: Italy 

Jobs: Priest, teacher and 

composer 



  

Year 2 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

 

 

 

 

 Family: He had 4 brothers and 1 sister 

 When he was just five years old, 

Tchaikovsky began taking piano lessons. 

 When he was 21, Tchaikovsky decided to 

take music lessons at the Russian 

Musical Society. 

 His friends and family liked his work, 

but didn’t think he was good enough to 

become a composer. 

His most famous work 

 

 

 

Swan Lake              Dance of the Sugarplum     The Tempest 

                                           Fairy 

                                                                 

Born: 7th May 1840 

Died: 6th November 1893 

Where from: Russia 

Jobs: Post clerk and 

composer 



  

Year 3 

Ludwig Van Beethoven 

 

 

 

 

 

 He wrote nine symphonies (a symphony is a long piece for 

orchestra usually split into four sections known as 

movements). 

 

 His Symphony No. 5 contains one of the most famous 

motifs in musical history and has even been reused in pop 

songs (he wrote it when he was losing his hearing). 

 

 He was often dirty, messy, rude and aggressive but his 

music told another story. 

 

 Beethoven tried out lots of inventions to help him hear. 

He tried using a big brass ear trumpet and a contraption 

fixed inside his piano which he bit down on to try to feel 

the vibrations in his head. 

 

Other Famous Work 

 

                                Moonlight Sonata 

                                No. 14 Op. 27 

 
 
 

 

 

Born : 17th December 1770 

Died: 26th March 1827 

Nationality: Austrian, German 

Spouse: Never married 

Children: No, but cared for his 

nephew a lot 



 

Year 4 

Mikis Theodorakis  

 

Born : 29th July 1925 

Died: 

Nationality: Greek 

Spouse: Myrto Altinoglou  

Children: George 

Theodorakis and 

Margarita Theodorakis 

 He wrote his first compositions at the age of 

13, and gave his first concert at 17. 

 He fought during the 2nd World War, and he 

was captured at the city of Tripoli.  

 He married Myrto Altinoglou in 1953, and one 

year later he moved in Paris in order to 

continue his studies in music.  

 He loved Greece and fought for democracy – 

this lead him to being exiled several times. 

 He became internationally famous when he 

composed the music for the film Zorba the 

Greek (1964). 

 In 1992 he composed the Canto Olympico for 

the Olympic Games of Barcelona. 

 

 



  

Year 5 

Gustav Holst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 He came from a family of musicians stretching back 3 

generations. 

 As a child, he played trombone and later played 

professionally as well as being a teacher. 

 He wanted to be a pianist, but had a poorly right arm 

which meant he couldn’t play how he wanted to. He said 

that his right arm felt "like a jelly overcharged with 

electricity.” 

 In 1892 Holst wrote the music for an operetta in the 

style of Gilbert and Sullivan. His father did not really like 

this. 

 Holst studied composition at the Royal College of Music 

 During a holiday in Spain, writer Clifford Bax introduced 

Holst to astrology, an interest that inspired his suite The 

Planets. The music does not really describe the planets; it 

describes the Roman gods after which the planets are 

named. 

 

 
 

Born: 21st Sept 1874 

Died: 25 May 1934 

Nationality: British 

Spouse: Isobel Holst 

Children: Imogen Holst 



  

Year 6 

Hans Zimmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 As a child in Germany Hans Zimmer tried piano lessons but quickly 

gave up. Instead he taught himself music and, convinced the piano 

could continue to ‘evolve’ as an instrument, attached items like 

chainsaws to it. 

 

 Zimmer moved to England and played keyboards and synthesizers in 

rock and punk bands like Ultravox and The Damned – and the 

influence of rock and roll helped to shape his film music. 

 

 He has written the music for over 150 films (with over 50 winning 

awards) including The Lion King, Madagascar, The Simpsons Movie, 

Kung Fu Panda and TV series like Blue Planet II – he has even 

updated the Netflix opening. He works frequently for Dreamworks. 

 

 Hans is passionate about encouraging young musicians and told Ten 

Pieces: “I think anybody who goes and gets their piece of music 

finished is a Trailblazer! Everybody’s got a voice. Everybody’s got a 

story to tell.” 

 

 Hans Zimmer has composed Earth especially for Ten Pieces. The 

piece is his personal celebration of the planet we live on. With his 

trademark sense of scale and drama, Hans captures the majesty and 

beauty of our home, as if seen from space. 

 

 

Born : 12 September 1957 

Died: 

Nationality: American, 

German 

Spouse: Vicki Carolin and 

Suzanne Zimmer 

Children: Zoe, Jake, Max, 

Brigitte and Anabelle 


