
 

Year 5 - History  Vicious Vikings 

Timeline  ten most important events 
700 793 866 874 876 886 1001 1014 1066 1100 

The Viking age 
begins. 

First invasion of 
Britain. Raiding 

monasteries on the 
coast. 

Danes capture York 
(Jorvik) and make 
it their kingdom. 

Vikings conquer 
the kingdom of 

Mercia. 

Vikings settle 
permanently in 

Britain. 

King Alfred defeats 
the Vikings but 
allows them to 
settle in Eastern 

England. 

Vikings land in 
America and 
establish a 
settlement. 

King Canute of 
Denmark becomes 
King of England. 

Battle of Hastings 
takes place and 

William the 
Conqueror is 
crowned king. 

End of the Viking 
age. 

 

 

Key figures 

King Alfred the Great (AD 849-

899): As King of England, Alfred 

defeated the Vikings in several 

battles and kept part of England 

under Anglo-Saxon rule. 

King Canute (AD995- 1035): 

Viking King of England, Denmark 

and Norway. 

William the Conqueror (AD 1028  

1087): Became King of England in 

1066 after winning in the Battle of 

Hastings. 

Many Vikings left their homelands in Scandinavia and travelled by longboat to other countries, like Britain and Ireland. 

When the people of Britain first saw the Viking longboats, they came down to the shore to welcome them.  

However, the Vikings fought the local people, stealing from churches and burning buildings to the ground. 

Key vocabulary 

Anglo-Saxons: The main group of people living in Britain when the Vikings 

invaded.  

Danelaw: The area in Britain that the Danish Vikings ruled over which 

covered present day Northern and Eastern England. 

Danes: Viking people from Norway and Sweden and Denmark (Scandinavia).  

Longship: A Viking ship used for fighting and carrying out raids.  

Monastery: A place where people who have dedicated their lives to religion, 

such as monks or nuns, live. 

Pagan: A person who worships nature through many gods.  

Rune: A letter from the alphabet used by Vikings. 

 


