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Community & Economic Development  

Several ire and rescue departments in the Pennyrile region 
are set to receive funding through the FEMA Assistance to 
Fire ighters Grant Program. 

Community departments announced for funding in this 
year’s AFG cycle include Christian County/West Side, 
Earlington, Mannington, Nebo, Richland, Smithland and 
South Hopkins. 

AFG funds help departments cover the cost of upgrading 
and replacing vital protective gear, vehicles and equipment. 
Without such assistance, many departments would ind it 
dif icult, if not impossible, to fund such purposes on their 
own. 

“The primary goal of the Assistance to Fire ighters Grant 
(AFG) is to meet the ire ighting and emergency response 
needs of ire departments and non-af iliated emergency 
medical service organizations,” a FEMA release stated. 

“Since 2001, AFG has helped ire ighters and other irst 
responders obtain critically needed equipment, protective 
gear, emergency vehicles, training and other resources 
necessary for protecting the public and emergency 
personnel from ire and related hazards.” 

As of September 21, 2021, FEMA has made 1,887 awards 
totaling $319.5 million.  A new AFG cycle is expected to 
open later this year. For assistance in developing and 
submitting an application, contact Angie Crawford or Jared 
Nelson at the PADD of ice at 270-886-9484. 

The City of Marion has started construction on a new 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. The new plant is located on 
Pippi Hardin Blvd across US Hwy 60 from the existing plant. 
The design capacity of the plant will be 1.5 MGD and will be 
able to treat the city sewer more ef iciently and allow for 
more growth of businesses and industry.   

In addition to the new treatment plant, the City has 
completed a sanitary sewer rehabilitation phase to reduce 
in low and in iltration into the system as part of this 
project.  This rehabilitation phase included sewer line 
replacement, CIPP sewer line rehabilitation, and manhole 
rehabilitation. The cost of the entire project is $19,410,364 
and is funded by a KIA CWSRF Fund A Loan.  

Pennyrile Departments Earn 
Firefighter Grant Funding 

New Wastewater Treatment Plant 
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Area Agency on Aging & Independent Living - Cont.  

Aging & Disability Resource 
Center	
The Pennyrile Area’s Aging and Disability Resource Center 
(ADRC) is a fully operational, “no wrong door” approach to 
accessing aging and disability resources and services in the 
nine county Region.  The ADRC can provide assistance to 
individuals and their families by connecting them with 
services and programs offered through the Pennyrile Area 
Agency on Aging & Independent Living (Pennyrile AAAIL). It 
can also link individuals to other resources and services 
outside of the Pennyrile AAAIL including, but not limited to 
the following: Transportation services, SHIP counseling, KY 
Legal Aid, Medicaid, and Veteran Bene its.  

The ADRC can also help seniors sign up for a Home Delivered 
meal Monday-Friday, if they are unable to attend their local 
Senior Center.  Also, if someone is interested in receiving 
their COVID-19 vaccine, the ADRC can help link the 
individual up to vaccine sites in their area!  

If anyone is interested in learning more about the Home 
Delivered Meals, COVID19 vaccine, or other services, they 
can contact the ADRC at 1-866-844-4396 Monday-Friday 
between the hours of 8:00AM-4:30PM. We will be more than 
happy to help! 

Senior Center Update 
All nine senior centers in the 
Pennyrile Region continue to 
remain open and are 
providing congregate meals 
and curbside meals.  The 
current daily average 
attendance at the senior 

centers for the Pennyrile Region is 165 congregate meals 
clients and 58 curbside meals clients.  State and federally 
funded home delivered meals continue to be provided in all 
nine counties and an additional 1,715 individuals have 
received home delivered meals based on additional federal 
funding related to COVID-19.  Currently there is an average 
of 943 home delivered meals being provided daily in the 
Pennyrile Region.  From March 16, 2020 to September 24, 
2021, a total of 2,642 clients in the Pennyrile Region were 
provided with 425,159 meals (curbside meals, congregate 
meals, & home delivered meals).   

Additional services such as homemaking and personal care 
continued to be provided, following CDC guidelines related 
to COVID-19, with federal and state funding to individuals in 
the Pennyrile Region.  Currently there is a waiting list for in-
home services.   

Individuals needing meals or in-home assistance can contact 
the Pennyrile Aging & Disability Resource Center at 1-866-
844-4396 for more information, eligibility screening, and 
referral to potential services/programs.   

 

Walk to End Alzheimer's 
The Alzheimer’s 
Association held a Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s on 
Saturday, September 
25, 2021. The PADD 
team raised over $2300 
this year for the cause. 
These funds will go 

towards research on Alzheimer’s and provide support to 
Alzheimer’s patients and their families through training, 
support groups, adult day care services, and information.    

The Pennyrile AAAIL has programs available for caregivers 
of those living with Alzheimer’s and other related dementia.  
If you want to know what you can do to support the Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s or learn about caregiver programs, please 
contact Miranda White at 270-886-9484 or email at 
miranda.white@ky.gov. 
Today marks the beginning of a month-long celebration of 
residents' rights. Spend time this month honoring residents 
living in all long-term care facilities, including nursing homes, 
sub-acute units, assisted living, board and care, and retirement 
communities. Plus, take time to focus on individuals receiving 
care in their homes or communities. 

Residents’ Rights Month 
Today marks the beginning of a month-long celebration of 
residents' rights. Spend time this month honoring residents 
living in all long-term care facilities, including nursing 
homes, sub-acute units, assisted living, board and care, and 
retirement communities. Plus, take time to focus on 
individuals receiving care in their homes or communities. 

This year's theme, “Reclaiming My Rights, My Home, My 
Life,” acknowledges the impact of this past year on 
residents and highlights the need for residents’ rights to be 
recognized, recovered, and reasserted. It emphasizes the 
recognition of the long-term care facility as the residents’ 
home, and the importance of residents reclaiming their own 
lives. The theme focuses on raising awareness of federally 
mandated residents’ rights while also underscoring the 
need for dignity and self-determination of all residents. 
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West Kentucky Workforce 
Secretary Link Addresses WKWB 
Board Members 

Kentucky Labor Cabinet Secretary Jamie 
Link spoke during the recent WKWB 
board meeting, which was held virtually 
and streamed on Facebook. He said that 
there is certainly high demand for 
employees noting that some businesses 
are desperate. He said the Labor Cabinet 
is closely watching the situation and 
assessing what it can do to assist with 
the problem. He said the Cabinet is 
working with the Public Protection 
Cabinet on implementing Beshear’s 

Back-to-Work incentive program. 

Link said the Labor Cabinet is exploring why there has not been 
a greater worker response to the demand for workers, and one of 
the things the Cabinet has been addressing with the U.S. 
Department of Labor is that more must be done to make 
Kentucky Career Center services better known to people who are 
currently looking for jobs. Career Centers can be the connection 
to new jobs and better jobs. 

Addressing the way the state’s unemployment insurance system 
has been “overwhelmed” during the pandemic, he said the state 
has been working with an “antiquated system” that dates back to 
the late 1970s or early ’80s. He said the state plans to completely 
replace the system, and a request for proposal (RFP) has gone 
out. Assistance for Unemployment Insurance continues through 
an appointment process gained through on-line access. 
Unemployment Insurance staff at the 12 Centers in Kentucky 
will only see customers through an appointment process. 

Success Story 
Christopher Bussell was 
employed, but wanted a 
career path with an 
opportunity to advance 
and gain a higher wage. 
He met with a WIOA 
Career Coach in 
Hopkinsville, KY at the 
local Career Center and 
decided to see if he was 
eligible for the West 
Kentucky Workforce Board’s On-the-Job Training program, 
where he would be hired on by an employer and trained in 
his new position with a hands-on approach. Christopher was 
found eligible, and started his On-the-Job Training contract 
with Continental Mills in Hopkinsville on June 07, 2021 and 
completed his OJT on August 09, 2021.  

Christopher is still employed at the facility as a packaging 
operator. Due to his leadership skills, Christopher has been 
instrumental in training multiple new hires on the lines. As 
quoted by one of his co-workers, “If you are having a bad day 
or just a frustrating moment, just look at Chris and you will 
smile!” He just brings the happy out.” Christopher is thankful 
for the opportunity to change career paths and make a 
difference in the lives of others.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Area Agency on Aging & Independent Living - Cont. 

The 34th Annual Pennyrile Senior Games were held in 
Hopkinsville September 27-29, 2021. The games are exclusively 
for adults 50 years and up. Senior Games supports active 
lifestyles and healthy aging. Events included the one mile walk, 
pickleball, bowling, soccer kick, lawn bowling, croquet and 
more. 

Staff from the Pennyrile Area Development District provided 

volunteer support throughout the three day event. The oldest 
female participant was Ms. Clina Mae Norfleet age 96 and  Mr. 
Wayne Young, age 84, both from Christian County. 

To learn more about programs and activities for older adults in 
your area, contact Jill Collins at jill.collins@ky.gov or call the 
Pennyrile Aging and Disability Resource Center at 866-844-
4396. 

2021 Pennyrile Senior Games 
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West Kentucky Workforce - Cont. 

WKWB Announces Next Virtual 
Board Meeting 
The next WKWB Board Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
November 18, 2021 at 10 a.m. CST.  The meeting will be held 
virtually with updates on training and employment activities in 
the West Kentucky region.  The meeting will be streamed to the 
public via YouTube. 


