
Methodism 101 

Syllabus 
5/15 UM History – John Wesley, Methodism in America 
5/22 UM Doctrine – The Theological Task, Wesleyan Quadrilateral, Order of Salvation 
5/29 UM Polity – The Organization and Connectionalism of the United Methodist Church 
 
Mission and Ministry of the United Methodist Church 

1. Mission Statement 
• To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world 

 
Structure of the United Methodist Church 

1. Annual Conference 
a. Ministry of the Ordained 

i. Episcopacy, Superintendents, Elders, and Deacons 
ii. Itinerancy 

b. Ministry of Laity 
i. Local Pastors and Certified Lay Ministers 

ii. Ministry of All Believers 
2. Local Church 

a. Membership 
b. Organization 

i. Charge Conference 
ii. Church Council 

iii. Administrative Committees 
iv. Program Committees 

 
Connectionalism 

1. Jurisdictions & Central Conferences 
2. General Conference 

a. Council of Bishops 
b. Judicial Council 
c. General Boards and Agencies 

i. General Board of Church and Society 
ii. General Board of Discipleship 

iii. General Board of Global Ministry 
iv. General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
v. General Board of Pension and Health Benefits 

 
The Future of the United Methodist Church 


