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‘So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.’ —Galatians 3:26-27

Q&A with Bob Andrade

Men’s Community Group
Message from Jeff Alford, Men’s Ministry
Coordinator

I want to say thanks to all of you who do
so much for so many people—for our wives, for
our kids, for our church, and for God. Laurel
Ridge men serve as pastors, group leaders,
teachers, greeters,
event workers,
ushers, and more,
all while holding
down jobs,
supporting your
families, and taking
care of your
households. I’m
honored to know,
work with, and celebrate God with each of you.
Let’s make 2019 a year to get closer to God, and
to invite someone to church. †

Bob and Charla
Andrade are the
founding members
of the Serve at the
River ministry,
which provides the
word of God, a
family style meal,
clothes, and other
services on the
fourth Sunday of every month to people in need. Bob
and Charla have been members of Laurel Ridge
Community Church for seven years.

Q. How did Serve at the River get started?
A. Serve at the River has existed in Antioch under
different names but in its current form for five
years.

Q. How did you get involved with Serve at the
River?

A. I started serving this ministry under the
tutelage of a grassroots pastor named Jim Clites in
the year 2000.
—cont’d on page 3

Step 1: Connect (first Sunday of the month)
Join us to connect with Pastor Dan’s personal story, Laurel Ridge’s unique story and to
discover how pursuing God with us can impact your story as well.
Step 2: Community (second Sunday of the month)
Enjoy some fun activities and discover how to build community by making friends,
following Jesus and making a difference in a Community Group.

Step 3: Change Maker (third Sunday of the month)
Discover how you are uniquely shaped to impact others. Then pick from two adventures. The first will take you on a tour of key places on our campus to observe how volunteer
teams called Change Makers are impacting people’s lives. Or, you can choose to learn how to
make a difference as a Community Group Leader impacting people’s lives in homes all over
our community.

Step 4: Compassion (fourth Sunday of the month)
We will explore how people at Laurel Ridge just like you unleash compassion both
locally and globally–changing the world one neighborhood at a time.
Sign me up!
The Next Steps Experience happens on the first four Sundays of each month at 11:00am
in Room 101. To reserve your spot, browse to https://rock.laurelridgechurch.org/page/544
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Q. What happens at Serve at the River?

incomes and then they find themselves out in
the streets and in their cars.

A. We set up tables with table covers and
chairs and pop-ups to make our guests feel like
we are having a family picnic.

Q. What does the Serve at the River ministry
need (workers, food, clothing, folks willing to
speak and share their testimony, etc.)?

A. Our biggest need is volunteers willing to ply
their hearts for less fortunate. Visit our table in
the lobby and we can explain.

Q. How many attendees are Christ-followers?

Q. How many

A. I asked that question the last week out by

people serve in
the ministry?

the river and approximately 85% have
accepted Jesus as their Savior but as you may
have guessed by now their challenges have
beaten them down and it’s our jobs to help
them see Christ in us.

A. We have
approximately 50
volunteers, who
serve in many
different ways.
Donations,
hauling food and
tables, and preparing and serving food are
typical needs.

Q. Has anyone accepted Jesus as their Lord
and Savior at a Serve at the River event?

A. Many people have both accepted Jesus and
their Lord and Savior and many have been
baptized.

Q. How many people typically come for a
meal?

A. We serve on the biggest-need Sunday in the
month. Our guests get assistance monies on the
first of each month and are running low by
then. We can generally serve up to 125 people.

Q. What kinds of problems are the folks at the
event facing in their daily life?

A. Challenges to life on the streets are health
problems, drug abuse and mental issues, but
mostly they are dealing with signs of the times
in that rents have outstripped their meager
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Serve at the River
Sunday, December 23, from 1:30 to
3:30 PM at the corner of A and 6th Streets in
Antioch.
Also on January 27, February 24 and
March 24 (the fourth Sunday of each month).
Join with other believers in providing
a meal and sharing God’s love with the
homeless and other people in need.
Donations of food, soft drinks and
other items, and volunteers to help set up,
serve and share are welcome. Contact Bob
Andrade at 925-329-1108 for more
information or to sign up.

Q. Why do you serve in this ministry?

A.

I’ve been a fan of the underdog in
society all of my life. When I met and
married Charla, we joined by the heart and
desired to make a difference where we
could.

with now?

A. We have started a group called Acts
Unity Collective with the sole purpose to
bless the people in other ministries by
channeling resources to where they are
needed. We realized that many people have
hearts for the homeless in our communities
and need help as they have been footing the
bill out of their own budgets.

Q. How can folks interested in joining Acts
Unity Collective contact you?

A. You can contact me at 707-304-0339 and
Charla at 925-705-9186. Thank you and may
God bless! †

Name the three people in the Bible
who fed people through a miracle.
Answer below.
_______________________________

Moses (Ex 16); Elisha (2 Ki 4:42-44);
Jesus (Matt. 14:15-21 &15:32-38)

Q. What else are you and Charla involved

Laurel Ridge Community Church
2459 Laurel Road
Oakley, CA 94561
925-625-9500
www.laurelridgechurch.org
Men’s Ministry Email:
men@laurelridgechurch.org
Newsletter Editor: Keith Cook
925-768-2333
krc@sonic.net
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The Gift that Keeps on Giving
—by Keith Cook

Have you ever tried to get into a

Raiders or Niners game without buying a
ticket? Or left a hardware store with a cart
full of tools without paying? Does the gas
station let you fill your tank for free? Of
course not. Everything we want and need in
our daily life requires money to buy. It’s not
surprising then that some people—even
some believers—think that God wants us to
earn our way into heaven.
In researching this topic, I found a
Got Questions website that lists 22 different
religions or philosophies, from Atheism to
Zoroastrianism, with a summary of what
each religion teaches as the way to heaven,
oneness with God, eternal life, and so on.
Each religion has a specific list of steps that
adherents must follow, such as living an
honest life, meditating on god, avoiding impurity or pollution of the soul, completing
certain temple rituals, being loyal to God’s
leaders here on earth, performing more
good deeds than bad, and so on.
Christianity is the only religion that
teaches that we can do nothing to earn our
way into heaven. The apostle Paul argued
that point in his letter to the Galatians. Some
Jewish Christians were teaching that faith in
Jesus Christ was not enough, that believers
must also observe Jewish laws and rituals,
be circumcised and become Jews.

Paul countered that teaching in Gal.
2:15-16: “We who are Jews by birth and not
sinful Gentiles know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in
Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in
Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith
in Christ and not by the works of the law,
because by the works of the law no one will
be justified.”
Paul underscored that point in Gal.
2:21: “I do not set aside the grace of God, for
if righteousness could be gained through the
law, Christ died for nothing!”
Paul pointed out in Gal. 3:6-9 that
Abraham “believed God, and it was credited
to him as righteousness”; that “those who
have faith are children of Abraham,” and
“those who rely on faith are blessed along
with Abraham, the man of faith.”
Through the death and resurrection
of Jesus, God has already provided eternal
life for every man, woman and child. The
work is done. The price has been paid. We
have free passage to heaven not because of
anything we do or say, but simply because
God chose to do that for us. Jesus is rightly
called the free gift of God. All we have to do
is accept the gift and believe him.
If you have not yet accepted the gift
of God’s mercy and grace, why not accept it
today? It’s as easy as A, B, C:
Admit that you are a sinner. You’ve
said and done things that you know are
wrong, that separate you from God.
Believe that Jesus is the holy Son of
God, who lived among us without sin, and
died on a cross to pay the price we owe for
our sins, and by his death and resurrection
we can have eternal life.
Confess to God that you accept Jesus
as your Lord and Savior. †

Laurel Ridge Community Church—Men’s Ministry Newsletter—Winter 2018

Page 5

