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Sunday, March 1st

Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday School/Confirmation Class
Adult/Teen Bible Study

Monday, March 2nd

NO WORSHIP
Interior Design Mtg.

Wednesday, March 4th

Sisters in Sharing
Choir Practice
Lent Service

Sunday, March 8th

Worship
Sunday School/Confirmation Class
Adult/Teen Bible Study

Stay

8:30 & 11:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
8:15pm
9:30 am
6:15 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 & 11:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am

Decision-Making Bible Study: Freedom Not A Blueprint - We all want

freedom, but real freedom (a seemingly infinite number of choices) can be pretty nerve-wracking. Perhaps we're really looking to choose between two or three
Word
good options. Through faith in Jesus we have been set free from sin to serve
our Lord as best we can and often God leaves up to our sanctified judgment exactly what that
will look like. This means one Christian might prefer one course of action over another or viceversa. In any case God wants us to act in faith trusting him to bless. Thanks to Jeff Siewert for
leading our study today!
in the

Scripture is full of images and descriptions of our Savior Jesus as the warrior who
fights and defeats sin, death, and Satan for us. Each of our Lenten services will focus on
an aspect of our Savior-warrior. We will worship at 7:00 pm each Wednesday.
March 4 – Worship Theme: Hidden Warrior
March 11 – Worship Theme: Skirmishes
March 18 – Worship Theme: Reconnaissance Report: Know Your Enemy
March 25 – Worship Theme: The Warrior Rejected by Many Followers
April 1 – Worship Theme: The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally—The World
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Ascension App Is Here! The app will help us stay connected and up to
date on congregational happening and events. We plan on having more interactive sermons (with live study questions and room for personal notes),
podcasts, and more! Go to the app stores and download it today! We’ll
have “experts” available after each service today to answer any questions
or to walk you through the basics and set up of the app.
Food Shelf: From now through Sunday, April 12th, we will gather food items to be donated to Interfaith Food Shelf. Some of their most needed items include:
 Cooking Oil
 Feminine hygiene products
 Canned fruits & vegetables
 Canned meat or fish
 Health snacks
 Diapers size 5 & 6
 Baby wipes
 Pull-ups
 Paper towels
 Toilet paper & facial tissue
And as always, they also welcome gifts of dried fruit and beans, canned soups, coffee,
toiletries, dish/laundry soap, cereal, rice and pasta. A table for your gift is set up near
the coat area. If you prefer, you may also contribute to our benevolence fund.

Easter Flower Orders: Easter will soon be here and it's time to place the order for
flowers to decorate Ascension for Easter Sunday. Lynde Greenhouse & Nursery from Maple Grove is offering the following plants for purchase this year:
Easter Lilies = $8.00 each
Tulips (Purple or Yellow) = $7.50 each
Mums (Purple, Yellow or White) = $8.00 each
Hydrangeas (Pink) = $15.00
Pansy Bowl – assorted colors (10”) = $10.00
Pansy Bowl – assorted colors (12”) = $15.00
Please consider ordering plants for Easter - either for yourself or in memory of someone.
A sign-up sheet has been posted in the Fellowship Hall. Please place your money in the
envelope provided with the sign-up sheet when you order. Note the last day to sign-up is
Sunday, March 29th. Contact Beth Svendsen if you have any questions. Thank you.

EASTER Easter Volunteer Sign-up/Breakfast: On Easter Sunday, April 12th, the

men of Ascension will again host our annual Easter breakfast. The menu includes blueberry or plain pancakes, breakfast sausages, hard boiled eggs,
BREAKFAST fresh fruit and beverages. The meal will be served from 10 - 11:00 am. Be
sure to join us for this time of fellowship. A sign-up sheet for men willing to
volunteer/help with this is posted in the fellowship hall. There is a signup on our app in
the Worship Today section under Volunteer. Signup anytime, anywhere!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL & CATECHISM LESSONS FOR TODAY:
 PreK & K: Jesus & Zacchaeus
 Grades 1-5: Daughter of Jairus
 Grades 6-8: Jesus Teaches About His Second Coming
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PRESCHOOL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION OFFERING
This year our preschool and Sunday School offerings will be supporting Costa Maya Ministries in Mahahual, Mexico. Check out our mission board in the entryway or go to costamayaministries.org for more information. So far we’ve raised $634.75!

Shepherding Flock Thank You: A special thanks to Flock #4 for serving
our congregation this week. Don’t forget the sign up is in the fellowship hall!

Lenten Meal & Snacks: Thanks to the Confirmation Class for hosting the spaghetti supper last week. This Lenten season, members can sign up in the Fellowship Hall to bring a dessert or snack to share following Lenten services. There
is a signup on our app in the Volunteer button. Signup anytime, anywhere!

Special Thanks for the gifts to the
Piano and Chancel Furnishings Funds!
Classic Grand Piano:
Total Donations:

$2,175 of $4,900!

Chancel Furnishings
Fund: Total Donations:

$250 of $13,000!

Initial artistic renderings of the new altar, baptismal font, and lectern
have been posted by the building plans. The design committee has since
refined some details and is awaiting updated information.
If you would like to give to either the piano/chancel furnishings fund, please indicate it on
the “other” box of your offering envelope or select “other” and write a note for online giving.

Play Performance: Holy Trinity Lutheran Academy is putting on the
production of Bugsy Malone Jr. Show times are Friday 3/6 @ 7 pm and Saturday 3/7 @ 2 pm. Tickets are $5 at the door.

Church Cleaning Schedule: We are so thankful for all of the hands that work
together to keep Ascension clean and welcoming!
Mar. 6th: Tom & Anna Vogel, Wade & Debbie Wiitala
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Interest in Handbell Choir: Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ! A
few local WELS members are considering putting together a Twin Cities area
handbell choir. Practice would be no more than twice a month, performance no more than once a month, and probably less to start. Right now we are simply
gathering information about interest in such a choir. If you would be interested in joining
an area handbell choir, or simply have questions or want more information, please email
Sasha Schallert at schallertsr@gmail.com. Thank you for your response!

Parent Information Night: Join us on Tuesday, March 10th
Annual Gala: Join us on Sat., April 4th. This years theme Aloha, Komohana. This year’s proceeds will provide valuable tuition assistance to our families and help purchase a new school bus for activities.

Sacred Concert: He is Risen! Thursday, March 19 @ 7pm. Pre-concert prior featuring
Lenten & Easter music.

Gaining an Audience to Hear the Word
by Dave Malnes / Edited by Pastor Roloff
I wonder if Peter thought Jesus was crazy. An experienced fisherman, he knew where and when
fish were most likely to be caught. When Jesus told him to go back into the deep waters and
throw the net out, it was probably the stupidest idea he had ever heard. Worn out and exhausted
from a long night of catching nothing, Peter was probably in no mood to try an idea that he
thought had little chance of succeeding. Especially from a carpenter! “But because you say
so,” [Peter replied,] “I will let down the nets.” (Luke 5:5)
When hearing the call to proclaim the Good News, disheartened, seasoned believers can balk like
Peter. Holding an empty net in their hands after another outreach event, they look at paltry results and empty pews and mutter, “What’s the point? Nothing seems to work.”
And then they hear a crazy idea. “You want me to go out into the deep waters of this world to
throw a net? You want me to talk to unchurched people who appear to be disinterested, disengaged, and disrespectful of organized religion?”
Personal evangelism is a crazy idea, but Jesus told his disciples “Come follow me and I will make
you fishers of men.” This charge is given to all who believe in him and reiterated in the Great
Commission. To be fishers of men means you don’t wait for people to jump into your boat, but
you go out into the dark, murky water of sin and put the nets of God’s love and truth into the water.
Word and sacrament gospel ministries that are overflowing with grace and peace can’t help but
take Christ at his Word. With pure thankfulness for what Christ has done, we prayerfully consider crazy ideas. Go into the world and make disciples of all nations seems like a wild notion. Yet,
believers do so, not because they think it will work or not… “But because you say so…”

