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Sunday, February 23rd

Worship
Sunday School/Confirmation Class
Adult/Teen Bible Study
Outreach

Monday, February 24th

NO WORSHIP

Wednesday, February 26th

Sisters in Sharing
Lenten Meal
Choir Practice
Ash Wednesday Service

Sunday, March 1st

Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday School/Confirmation Class
Adult/Teen Bible Study

Stay

8:30 & 11:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
9:30 am
5:30-6:30 pm
6:15 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 & 11:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am

Decision-Making Bible Study: Don't Fear When Unclear - We all

know that life is messy and complicated. Decisions aren't always so cut
and dry. Sometimes it seems like there are multiple good, God-pleasing
paths to take, and others we wonder, "How far should I go? Is my helping actually hurting?" Our Bible study today directs us on how to navigate our way through these situations seeking God's wisdom, asking fellow-Christians for advice, and trusting God to guide
our decisions for our good. Thanks to Jeff Siewert for leading our study this morning!
in the

Word

Scripture is full of images and descriptions of our Savior Jesus as the warrior who
fights and defeats sin, death, and Satan for us. Each of our six Lenten services will focus
on an aspect of our Savior-warrior. We will worship at 7:00 pm each Wednesday.
Ash Wednesday, February 26 – Worship Theme: The Promised Warrior
March 4 – Worship Theme: Hidden Warrior
March 11 – Worship Theme: Skirmishes
March 18 – Worship Theme: Reconnaissance Report: Know Your Enemy
March 25 – Worship Theme: The Warrior Rejected by Many Followers
April 1 – Worship Theme: The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally—The World
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Coming Soon... Ascension App! Our app is currently in the final stages of
review. It will soon be available for download in the GooglePlay and Apple
Stores. The app will help us stay connected and up to date on congregational
happening and events. We plan on having more interactive sermons (with
live study questions and room for personal notes), podcasts, and more!

Lenten Meal and Snacks: On Ash Wednesday, February 26th. The Confirmation Class will host a spaghetti supper from 5:30 - 6:30pm. A freewill offering
will be collected. This Lenten season, members can sign up in the Fellowship
Hall to bring a dessert or snack to share following Lenten services.

THE TALK: Thanks to Patti Reagles, from Christian Family Solutions. We have some resources and fliers available for you on the
welcome table if you were not able to make to this event.

Ice Skating Thanks: Group Life Ministry hosted ice skating on Saturday.
Thanks to those who made it out and enjoyed some fun together.

Pajama Drive: We are collecting New PJ’s (Newborn thru Teen sizes) for
families in Minnesota until February 24th. There is a pack ’n’ play in the entryway for those donations.

Special Thanks for the gifts to the
Piano and Chancel Furnishings Funds!
Classic Grand Piano: Total Donations:

$1,275 of $4,900!
Chancel furnishings Fund: Total Donations:

$200 of $13,000!
Initial artistic renderings of the new altar, baptismal font, and lectern
have been posted by the building plans. The design committee has since
refined some details and is awaiting updated information.
If you would like to give to either the piano/chancel furnishings fund, please indicate it on
the “other” box of your offering envelope or select “other” and write a note for online giving.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL & CATECHISM LESSONS FOR TODAY:
 PreK & K: Jesus & Woman from Samaria
 Grades 1-5: Jesus Calms the Storm
 Grades 6-8: The Parables of Jesus

Page 3

PRESCHOOL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION OFFERING
This year our preschool and Sunday School offerings will be supporting
evangelism and outreach through Costa Maya Ministries in Mahahual,
Mexico. Check out our mission board in the entryway or go to costamayaministries.org for more information. So far we’ve raised 527.04!

Shepherding Flock Thank You: A special thanks to Flock #3 for serving
our congregation this week. Don’t forget the sign up is in the fellowship hall!
Women’s Event: Unplug & Recharge: Come join women and girls (age
10+) of faith as we gather to unplug from the stressors of life and recharge
&
RECHARGE
with God’s Word. Speakers from Holy Hen House will be sharing encouragement for women to consider in addition to several recharge options. Saturday, March
21 at 11:00 - 4:00 pm at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Shakopee.
Parent Information Night: Join us on Tuesday, March 10th
Annual Gala: Join us on Sat., April 4th. This years theme Aloha,
Komohana. This year’s proceeds will provide valuable tuition assistance to our families
and help purchase a new school bus for activities.
Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for one regular parttime Accounting Clerk - Accounts Payable. A comprehensive description of this position can be found at mlc-wels.edu/hr. Interested individuals
should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 12:00 pm (noon) on Tuesday,
February 25, 2020. Additional information and details can be obtained by contacting the
Martin Luther College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221.

Synod Prayers: Multi-Language Publications – Heavenly Father, be with our
brothers and sisters in Africa as they work with WELS Multi-Language Publications to develop ministry materials in the many different languages used by the
people around them. Guard the process against challenges including illnesses and
armed conflict, and provide sufficient resources to complete the work. May the work on
these publications progress quickly for the purpose of bringing more of your people into
your kingdom. Amen.
Church Cleaning Schedule: We are so thankful for all of the hands that work
together to keep Ascension clean and welcoming!
Feb. 28th: Phil & Patty Trier, Dennis & Deb Ulman
Mar. 6th: Tom & Anna Vogel, Wade & Debbie Wiitala
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Gaining an Audience to Hear the Word
by Dave Malnes / Edited by Pastor Roloff
I wonder if Peter thought Jesus was crazy. An experienced fisherman, he knew where and when
fish were most likely to be caught. When Jesus told him to go back into the deep waters and
throw the net out, it was probably the stupidest idea he had ever heard. Worn out and exhausted
from a long night of catching nothing, Peter was probably in no mood to try an idea that he
thought had little chance of succeeding. Especially from a carpenter! “But because you say
so,” [Peter replied,] “I will let down the nets.” (Luke 5:5)
When hearing the call to proclaim the Good News, disheartened, seasoned believers can balk like
Peter. Holding an empty net in their hands after another outreach event, they look at paltry results and empty pews and mutter, “What’s the point? Nothing seems to work.”
And then they hear a crazy idea. “You want me to go out into the deep waters of this world to
throw a net? You want me to talk to unchurched people who appear to be disinterested, disengaged, and disrespectful of organized religion?”
Personal evangelism is a crazy idea, but Jesus told his disciples “Come follow me and I will make
you fishers of men.” This charge is given to all who believe in him and reiterated in the Great
Commission. To be fishers of men means you don’t wait for people to jump into your boat, but
you go out into the dark, murky water of sin and put the nets of God’s love and truth into the water.
Word and sacrament gospel ministries that are overflowing with grace and peace can’t help but
take Christ at his Word. With pure thankfulness for what Christ has done, we prayerfully consider crazy ideas. Go into the world and make disciples of all nations seems like a wild notion. Yet,
believers do so, not because they think it will work or not… “But because you say so…”

