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May 24, 2020 
 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

(P:=Pastor, C:=Congregation, ♫:=Congregation sings) 
(All hymns used by permission.  CCLI License #440614.) 

All scripture quotations are taken from the NIV and are used by permission. 
 

WORSHIP THEME:   
With Christ’s mission accomplished the Church’s mission has begun  

 
OPENING HYMN:   #171   A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (vs. 1, 3-4, 6) 
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INVOCATION 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 47)  
 

P: Clap your hands, all you nations;  
 

C:  shout to God with cries of joy.  
 

P: How awesome is the LORD Most High,  
 

C:  the great King over all the earth!  
 

P: He subdued nations under us,  
 

C:  peoples under our feet.  
 

P: He chose our inheritance for us,  
 

C:  the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.  
 

P: God has ascended amid shouts of joy,  
 

C:  the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.  
 
P: Sing praises to God, sing praises;  
 

C:  sing praises to our King, sing praises.  
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6. O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to you let earth accord. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 You are, while endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit one. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  



P: For God is the King of all the earth; 
  

C:  sing to him a psalm of praise.  
 

P: God reigns over the nations;  
 

C:  God is seated on his holy throne.  
 

P: The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham,  
 

C:  for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted. 
 

CONFESSION AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  On this day we celebrate that after having offered for all time one sacrifice for 
sins, Jesus sat down at the right hand of God (Heb. 10:12), ascending above the 
heavens in order that he might fill the entire universe (Eph. 4:10). From there he 
rules as our high priest—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sin-
ners, and exalted above the heavens (Heb. 7:26). 

 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heav-
ens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was 
without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Heb. 4:14-16) 

 

C:  Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before you today knowing 
that we have failed to speak lovingly, think purely, or act rightly. We 
have sinned against you and against others… 

  …by refusing to make you our first priority. 
  …by our lack of trust in your love and care.   
  …by setting our sights on things here, rather than on things above.  
 Forgive us for these and all our sins for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Sav-

ior.  
 

P:  Dear children of God, the same Jesus who died and rose again is now sitting 
at God’s right hand and lives to intercede for us (Heb. 7:25)! Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 
    

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

   O King of glory, on this day you ascended in triumph far above all the heav-
ens.  Send your Spirit’s presence to us here on earth to empower us to be your disci-
ples in this life and your companions at the heavenly feast for all eternity, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON:   Acts 1:1-11  
 

   In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to 
these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them 
over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, 
while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusa-
lem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.”  
   So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
   He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 
   After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 
from their sight. 
   They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 
men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you 
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  
 

READING RESPONSE:  #169   Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (vs.1, 3) 
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SECOND LESSON:   Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

   For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you 
in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Fa-
ther, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him 
better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you 
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inher-
itance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 
power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that 
can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God 
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for 
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every 
way.  
 
SERMON HYMN: #175 Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise (vs. 1, 4, 6) 
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SERMON THEME:  It is true!  
 

1. The resurrection means Christ's mission is accomplished.   

2. His ascension means the Church's mission begins. 
 

 TEXT: Luke 24:44-53 
  
   He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms.” 
   Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the 
third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to 
send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”  
 

   When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into 
heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And 
they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.  
 
THE APOSTLES' CREED  (all say) 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, our God has gone up with shouts of joy, the Lord 
amid the sounding of trumpets! Therefore let us pray to our risen and ascended 
Lord Jesus: 
  
Great champion of our salvation, we praise you for your ascension into heaven after 
your stunning victory over sin, Satan, and the grave. You deserve all our worship 
for completing your Father’s rescue plan and receiving from him all authority in 
heaven and on earth. Assure us each day that because you live and reign, our sins 
are forgiven, life is worth living, and death holds no terrors.  
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Living head of the Church, we thank you for uniting us together in faith and fellow-
ship around your Word. Equip us through your Holy Spirit to be witnesses of your 
saving peace in our time and place. Open our mouths to speak your good news and 
change our lives so that we may reflect the holiness of our God and Father in all we 
do. Keep us faithful in our mission so that when you come again we will be found 
doing what you commanded when you went into heaven.  

Lord of the nations, you have given our land the gift and heritage of freedom. It 
came at the cost of many lives on battlefields far and near. Receive our thanks for 
their sacrifice, and give us the courage to preserve liberty in our own time and use 
it honorably. 

Good Shepherd who guides us in all truth, shower your gifts and graces on all grad-
uates, especially those whom you have called into the public ministry of our synod. 
Give them fervent love for your Word and your people that they may lead your 
Church in making disciples of all nations. 

Mighty king of the universe, each passing day brings us nearer to the day of your 
return. Help us to humbly trust that you rule over all things in mercy and in might. 
Sustain us in trial, strengthen us in weakness, and deliver us from trouble.  
  
Come quickly Lord Jesus, to take us to be with you in majestic heavenly glory! 
Amen.  
 
LORD'S PRAYER  (all pray) 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 



CLOSING HYMN:   #341  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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CONNECTION CARD ON OUR APP 
 

   At this time we ask everyone to take a moment and fill out the info on the connec-
tion card, located under the Worship Today button. Please fill out any information 
that needs to be updated and submit. 
 

THE OFFERING 
 

   Dear guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in our offering. We’re glad 
you’re here to listen to the message about Jesus. 
 

   If members or guests would like to give an offering electroni-
cally, they can do so by going to ascensionplymouth.com and 
click on the GIVE tab on your right hand side or use our App.  
 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVED: 
 

       Preacher: Pastor Steve Petersen (retired ELS)  

    Pianist: Susan Decker 
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