
God—The Ultimate Humanitarian 

Lesson 5: A Humanitarian by Giving the Law 

 

Introduction Video – God’s Law Exposes Our Sin Problem (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp-

6umwB-kE) 

God has shown his love for humanity by giving us his commandments, not that we obey them and so earn 

eternal life, but so that we would see how sinful we really are and seek God’s complete cure in Jesus 

Christ.    

1.) What is the meaning of the word “law” (Heb. “instruction”) in the following passages?  

Exodus 24:12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will 

give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.”  

John 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in 

the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

John 1:17 The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

2.) What purposes does the law serve?  

Romans 3:20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, 

through the law we become conscious of sin.  

Exodus 20:20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the 

fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”  

Isaiah 66:24 And they will go out and look upon the dead bodies of those who rebelled against 

me; their worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all 

mankind.”  

Psalm 119:24 Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors. 

Psalm 119: 35 Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.  

3.) Which of these three purposes is most important and why?  

 

4.) Now that we inherit a sinful nature from Adam and from our parents, what can the law never do? 

What does it do instead? 

Galatians 2:16b By observing the law no one will be justified. 

Romans 7:8-9, 13 For apart from law, sin is dead. Once I was alive apart from law; but when the 

commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. …In order that sin might be recognized as sin, 

it produced death in me through what was good, so that through the commandment sin might 

become utterly sinful.  



5.) What did Jesus come to do in our place?  

Isaiah 53:6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 

LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, 

not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 

until everything is accomplished.” 

6.) If the entire law (including the Ten Commandments) has been perfectly fulfilled by Jesus, and God 

counts us believers righteous and holy in Christ, why do we still study the Ten Commandments?  

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?  

Hebrews 3:12-13 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns 

away from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that 

none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.  

Romans 7:7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known what 

sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not 

said, “Do not covet.”  

7.) The Ten Commandments contain God’s moral law for all people of all time. Although fulfilled by 

Christ, we have them repeated in the New Testament by Jesus and his Apostles. Take a moment with a 

partner to brainstorm any New Testament passages that repeat these commands for us today.   

I. You shall have no other gods before me. (1 John 5:21; Rev. 22:15) 

II. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God. (James 3:9-10) 

III. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. (Hebrews 10:25) 

IV. Honor your father and your mother. (Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians 3:20) 

V. You shall not murder. (Matthew 5:21-24; 1 John 3:15; Rev. 22:15) 

VI. You shall not commit adultery. (Matthew 5:27-32; Ephesians 3:1; Rev. 22:15) 

VII. You shall not steal. (Ephesians 4:28) 

VIII. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. (Matt. 5:31-37; Eph.4:18; Col. 3:9) 

IX & X.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

(Romans 7:7ff) 

8.) Before the LORD gave the commandments at Mt Sinai (Exodus 20), he reminded the Israelites of their 

gracious and mighty deliverance from slavery in Egypt. This was to serve as their motivation to obey the 

Lord. What is our motivation to strive to keep the commandments?  

 



9.) How does God giving the Law show that he is the Ultimate Humanitarian? List several blessings that 

come from having God’s law. 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT TIME: A Humanitarian at the Temple 


