
A Study of the Book of Job: When Bad Things Happen to God’s People 

Lesson 8: Zophar Speaks and Job’s Reply (Chapters 11-14) 

First Cycle 

Eliphaz (ch. 4-5)  →  Job (ch. 6-7) 

Bildad (ch. 8)  → Job (ch. 9-10) 

Zophar (ch. 11)  → Job (ch. 12-14) 

 

11:1-12 

• V. 2-4: How does Zophar respond to Job? What accusation does he launch against him?  

[He too refuses to let Job have the last word. He accuses Job of mocking God by claiming to be pure in 

God’s sight (does not understand that Job never claimed sinlessness). Wishes that God would speak 

against him (in ch. 12 Job will claim that Zophar and company are acting like God’s lawyers).]  

 

• V. 6-9: Zophar shows his ignorance by claiming God has only forgotten part of Job’s sin (!). What 

argument does he make in favor of our ignorance of God’s will and ways?  

[God is so far beyond us—higher than the heavens, deeper than the grave, what can we know about 

God’s hidden will? Does not dawn on him that God could/must reveal himself to us.] 

 

11:13-20 What is Zophar’s proposed solution to Job’s troubles?  

[Repent, put away your sins and God will restore your good fortunes. Like it all depends on Job.]  

 

12:1-12 

• V. 2-3; 7-12: Why is Job unimpressed with Zophar’s words?  

[Job says, “Why are you talking? Everyone already knows this from reason and natural law and 

pondering God? Even the animals could teach you that God is in absolute control of all that happens 

(the good and the bad)… his friends had denied the bad part.]  

12: 13-25 Summarize Job’s observation in these verses. Can you give some Biblical examples?  

[The LORD does whatever he pleases he causes kingdoms and rulers and advisors to rise and fall to achieve 

his purpose. (cf. Jer. 18:7-10 “If at any time I say to a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted…if another is to 

be planted and does not obey me, I will reconsider the good I had intended for it.”) 

Egypt, Pharaoh, Assyrian Empire (defeat of army at Jerusalem), Babylon Empire, Nebuchadnezzar.]  

13:1-12  

• Job insists that he can go toe-to-toe with their human reason. Of what does he warn them as they 

launch their accusations against him?  

[They are behaving as “wicked” lawyers, claiming to speak on God’s behalf and “defend” God by 

accusing his innocent child. He warns them, wondering if things would turn out so well for them if the 

microscope were placed on their lives? Always a good reminder for us to stay humble!] 

 

 



13:13-28   

• V. 15-16: One commentator has suggested that the struggle in Job is not between God and Job, 

nor Job and his friends, but rather between two different conceptions of God. How do Job’s words 

simultaneously accentuate this struggle and profess his faith?  

[Human reason can only conceive of a God who rewards good and punishes evil. It cannot conceive of 

a God who is so gracious and almighty that he uses evil for good, and is to be trusted to deliver us even 

to the point of his slaying us! Jesus the ULTIMATE example of this perfect trust/faith on the cross! “My 

God…”] 

• During times of suffering we may wish we could stand before God and ask him why this is 

happening. Can we approach him? What would he tell us? (cf. Romans 5:1-2; 2 Cor. 12:9; John 

9:3) 

[Yes, we can always approach God through Jesus; despite our weakness and sinfulness we have perfect 

and constant access to God through him. His grace makes us stronger in weakness/closer and more 

reliant on him. God is using this trouble to bring him glory.] 

14:1-6 

• V. 4: How does this verse support the Biblical doctrine of original sin?  

[OS: we born in sin, inherited from Adam and our parents already at conception. We are not born 

morally neutral, but impure… an example of God’s secret knowledge that must be revealed and 

believed.] 

• V. 5: In what sense are our lives (and deaths) “predetermined” by God? (cf. Psalm 139:16) 

[This is one of those cases where we need to be careful to distinguish between God’s foreknowledge 

and causation. God knows all that will happen and must concur for it to happen, but he still holds 

people accountable for their choices (e.g. unhealthy/dangerous habits, violence of others).] 

14:7-12     

• V. 7-12: In what way does it seem that a plant may have life better than a person? But what was 

Job’s hope and when would it be fulfilled (v. 12)?   

[A plant can “die” above ground, yet its roots remain and when water comes, it can sprout again (be 

reincarnated). Job hoped that when the heavens are no more (on JD) that man will rise from the sleep 

of death.] 

14:13-22  

• By faith, what does Job see waiting for him in his future? (v. 13-17) 

[Resting in the grave; being remembered by God; awaiting his renewal/sprouting; he sees God calling 

him out and longing for the same creature he had so lovingly made. Then we will be under God’s 

perfect loving care, but our sins will be nowhere in sight—sealed up as in a bag and covered over!] 

• V. 18-22: Job returns to his complaint over his life. What he hopes for is not what he sees now. 

What does he see instead?  

[All things wasting away and perishing before God’s power. No knowing what will happen after us.] 


